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UNIVERSAL USE 


OF 


IRISH MANUFACTURE, 0. 
Written in the Year 1720. 


"TD is the peculiar felicity and prudence of the 
people in this kingdom, that whatever com- 


modities or productions lie under the greateſt diſ- 1 
couragements from England, thoſe are what they 
are ſure to be moſt induſtrious in cultivating and 


ſpreading. Agriculture, which has been the prin- 


cipal care of all wiſe nations, and for the encourage- 


ment whereof there are ſo many ſtatute laws in 


England, we countenance ſo well, that the land- 
lords are every where, by penal clauſes, abſolutely 


prohibiting their tenants from ploughing * ; not 


ſatisfied to confine them within certain limita= _ 


tions, as is the practice of the Engliſh : one effect 


1 1 of which is already ſeen, in the prodi gious dearneſs 


"on of corn, and the e of it from London, 


* It was the cs of Iriſh farmers to wear out their cou with 


_ ploughing, neither manuring nor letting it lie fallow, and when their 


teaſes were near expired, they ploughed even the meadows, and made 
ſuch havock, that the landlords by their zeal to 0 peerent it were be. 


trayed into this pernicious meaſure. 


Vor. MM. B "of 


* 


2 A PROPOSAL FOR THE USE 


as the cheaper market. And becauſe people are 


the riches of a country, and that our neighbours 
have done, and are doing, all that in them lies 


to make our wool a drug to us, and a monopoly 


to them; therefore the politic gentlemen of Ire- 
land have depopulated vaſt tracts of Us beſt land, 


for the feeding of ſheep. 

I could fill a volume, as large as the hiſtory 
of the wiſe men of Gotham, with a catalogue 
only, of ſome wonderful laws and cuſtoms, we 
have obſerved within thirty years paſt. It is true 
indeed, our beneficial traffick of wool with France, 
has been our only ſupport for ſeveral years, fur- 


niſhing us with all the little money we have to 
pay our rents, and go to market. 
chants aſſure me, this trade has received a great 
| damp, by the preſent fluctuating condition of the 
that moſt of their wine is paid 
for in ſpecie, without carrying thither any com- 


coin in France; 


modity from hence. 


However, ſince we are ſo univerſally bent upon 


enlarging our flocks, it may be worth inquiring, 


what we ſhall do with our wool, in caſe Barn- 


| ſable * ſhould be over-ſtocked, and our French 


commerce ſhould fail? 
1 could wiſh the parliament had thought fit to 


have ſuſpended their regulation of church matters, 
and enlargements of the prerogative, until a more 


convenient time, becauſe they did not appear very 


preſſing, at leaſt to the perſons principally COncern- 


gtd for Iriſh wool, 


* A 3 in Devonſhire, at that time * in 


ed; 


But our mer 
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OF IRISH MANUFACTURE. 3 


| <a; and, inſtead of theſe great refinements in po- 
liticks and divinity, had amuſed themſelves and 
17 their committees a little with the ſtate of the 
F nation. For example: what if the houſe of com- 
mons had thought fit to make a reſolution, nemine 
| contradi ente, againſt wearing any cloth or ſtuff in 
their families, which were not of the growth and 
a 
manufacture of this kingdom? what if they had 
4 3 it ſo far as utterly to exclude all ſilks, 
; 7 velvets, callicoes, and the whole lexicon of . 
: male fopperies; and declared, that whoever acted 
X otherwiſe ſhould be deemed and reputed an enemy 
to the nation? what if they had ſent up ſuch a 
1 reſolution to be agreed to by the houſe of lords; 
rand by their own. practice and encouragement, 5 
| ſpread the execution of it in their ſeveral coun- 
tries? what if we ſhould agree to make burying . 
in woollen a faſhion, as our neighbours have made 
it a law? what if the ladies would be content 
with Iriſh ſtuffs for the furniture of their houſes, 
for gowns and petticoats for themſelves and their 
daughters? Upon the whole, and to crown all the 
= reſt, let a firm reſolution be taken by male and 
0 female, never to appear with one ſingle ſhred that 
comes from SOS 4 and let all the people tay, 
. AM EN. 
I hope and believe; Sabi g coals pleaſe his 
1 majeſty better than to hear that his loyal ſubjects 
of both ſexes in this kingdom * celebrated his 


Her grace the dutcheſs of Dorſet, the lord lieutenant's lady, is 
ſaid to have appeared at the Caſtle in Dublin wholly clad iu the . 
nufacture of Ireland on his majeſty's birth- day 17 53• 


B 2 N births 


'4 A PROPOSAL FOR THE USE 
birth- day (now approaching) univerſally clad in 


their own manufacture. Is there virtue enough left 
in this deluded people, to ſave them from the brink 
of ruin? If the mens opinions may be taken, the 
ladies will look as handſome in ſtuffs as in bro- 


cades; and ſince all will be equal, there may be 
room enough to employ their wit and fancy, in 


chooſing and matching patterns and colours. I 


heard the late archbiſhop of Tuam mention a 


pleaſant obſervation of ſome body's ; that Ireland 
would never be happy, till a law were made for 


burning every thing that came from England, 


except their people and their coals. I muſt confeſs, 


that as to the former, I ſhould not be ſorry if they 
would ſtay at home ; and for the latter, I hope, i in a 


little time we ſhall have no o occaſion for them. 
Non tanti mitra ot, non fanti judici ofrum— 


but J ſhould rejoice to ſee a . gon England 
be thought ſcandalous, and become a topick for 
cenſure at viſits and tea-tables. _ 

If the unthinking ſhop-keepers in this town, 


had not been utterly deſtitute of common ſenſe, 
they would have made ſome propoſal to the parlia- Mt 
ment, with a petition to the purpoſe I have men- 


tioned; promiſing to improve the cloths and ſtuffs 


of the nation, into all poſſible degrees of fineneſs 


and colours, and engaging not to play the knave, 


according to their cuſtom, by exacting and im- 


poling upon the nobility and gentry, either as to the 
— or the goodneſs. For I remember, in London, 
upon 


OF IRISH MANUFACTURE, 5. 


upon a general mourning, the raſcally mercers and 


woollen-drapers would in four and twenty hours raiſe 


their cloths and filks to above a double price; 


* and if the mourning continued long, then come 
=” whining with petitions to the court, that they 
| were ready to ſtarve, and their fineries lay upon 


their hands. 
I could wiſh, our ſhop- keepers would immedi. 


7 ately think on this propoſal, addreſſing it to all 
> perſons of quality and others; but firſt be ſure to 
get ſomebody WhO can write ſenſe, to put it into 


form. 
I think it needleſs to exhort the clergy to fol · 


low this good example; becauſe in a little time, 
thoſe among them, who are ſo unfortunate as to 
haue had their birth and education in this country, 
will think themſelves. abundantly happy, when 
they can afford Iriſh crape, and an Athlone hat; and 
as to the others, I ſhall not preſume to direct them. 


I have indeed ſeen the preſent archbiſhop of Dub- 


lin clad from head to foot in our own manufacture; 
and yet, under the roſe be it ſpoken, his grace de- 
ſerves as good a gown as if he had not been born 


among us. * 
I haye not courage 1 to offer one  Fllable 


t N : on this ſubject to their honours of the army: nei⸗ 
9 ther have I ſufficiently conſidered the great 1 — 


tance of ſcarlet and gold lace. 
The fable in Ovid of Arachne and Pallas is to 


wis purpoſe. The goddeſs had heard of one 


Arachne, a young virgin very tamous for ſpinning 


* Doctor Kind. | 


B 3 and 


6 _A PROPOSAL FOR THE USE 
and weaving : they both met upon trial of ſkill ; 
and Pallas finding herſelf almoſt equalled in her 


own art, ſtung with. rage and envy, knockt her 


rival down, and turried her into a ſpider ; enjoin- 


ing her to ſpin and weave for ever out of her own 
bowels, and in a very narrow compaſs. I confeſs, 
that from a boy I always pitied poor Arachne, and 


could never heartily love the goddeſs, on ac- 


count of ſo cruel and unjuſt a ſentence; which 
However is fully executed upon us by England, 
with farther additions of rigour and ſeverity; ; for 
the greateſt part of our bowels and vitals is extra&t- 


ed, without allowing us the * of ſpinning and 


weaving them. 
The ſcripture tells us, that mt makes a 


| wiſe man mad; therefore, conſequently ſpeaking, 
the reaſon why ſome men are not mad, is becauſe | 


they are not wiſe : however it were to be wiſhed, 
that oppreſſion would 1 in time teach a little wiſdom 
to fools. 


I was much delighted with a perſon, who has a 
great eſtate in this kingdom, upon his complaints to . 
me, how grievouſly poor England ſuffers by impo- 


ſitions from Ireland: that we convey our own wool 


to France, in ſpite of all the harpies at the cuſtom- 
Houſe: that Mr. Shuttleworth, and others on the 
Cheſhire coaſts, are ſuch fools to ſell us their bark 


at a good price for tanning our own hides into lea- 


ther, with other enormities of the like weight and 
kind, To which I will venture to add more: that 


the mayoralty of this city is always executed by an 


inhabitant, and often by a native, which might as 
well 
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F IRISH MANUFACTURE. 7 
well be done 44S a deputy with a moderate b 


tt, 4 5 


1 fix bundr b a year; 8 Muck net 
loſs to poor England: that the people of Ireland pre- 
ſume to dig for coals in their own grounds; and 
the farmers in the county of Wicklow ſend their 
turf to the very market of Dublin, to the great diſ- 
couragement of the coal trade of Moſtyn * and | 
Whitehaven : that the revenues of the Poſt-office 
here, ſo righteouſly belonging to the Engliſh trea- 
fury, as arifing chiefly from our own commerce 


with each other, ſhould be remitted to London 95 


clogged with that grievous burden of exchange; 
and the penſions paid out of the Iriſh revenues to 
Engliſh favourites, ſhould lie under the ſame di ** 
advantage, to the great loſs of the grantees, When 
a divine is ſent over to a biſhoprick here, with 
the hopes of five and twenty hundred pounds. a 
year; and upon his arrival he finds, alas! a dread- 
ful diſcount of ten or twelve per cent: a judge, ,c or 
. commiſſioner of the revenue has the ſame cauſe of 
complaint. Laſtly, The ballad upon Cotter is ve- 


hemently ſuſpected to be Iriſh manufacture; oo and 


yet is allowed to be ſung in our open ſtreets, under 
the very noſe of the government. 


Theſe are a few among the many. hardſhips we 
put upon that poor kingdom of England; for 
Which, I am confident, every honeſt man Wiſhes ; a 


, e in Flintlhire and Whitehaven ig Cumberland. 
B 4 . 1] 


— 
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5 remedy. and I hear, there i is a project on foot, for 
tranſporting our beſt wheaten ſtraw by ſea and land 
carriage to Dunſtable; and obliging us by a law to 
take off yearly ſo many tun of ſtraw hats, for the 
uſe of our women; which will be a great encou- 
ragement to the manufacture of that induſtrious Fa 
town, 4 
I ſhould be glad to learn among the divines, 
whether a law to bind men without their own 
conſent be obligatory in foro conſcientiæ; becauſe 1 
find, Scripture, Sanderſon, and Suarez, are whol- 
ly ſilent on the matter. The oracle of reaſon, the 
great law of nature, and general opinion of civili- 
ans, wherever they treat of limited governments, 
are indeed deciſive enough. 

It is wonderful to obſerve the biaſs among our 
people in favour of things, perſons, and wares, of 
all kinds, that come from England. The printer 

tells his hawkers, that he has got an excellent new 
ſong juſt brought from London. I have ſomewhat 
of a tendency that way myſelf; and upon hearing a 
coxcomb from thence diſplaying himſelf with great 
volubility upon the park, the play-houſe, the ope- 
ra, the gaming-ordinaries, it was apt to beget in 
me a kind of veneration for his parts and accom- 
pliſhments. It is not many years, fince J remem- 
ber a perſon, who by his ſtyle and literature ſeems 
to have been the corrector of a hedge- preſs in ſome 
blind-alley about Little-Britain, proceed gradually 

to be an author, at leaſt a * tranſlator of a lower 5 


* Suppoſed to be Ceſar's Commentaries, dedicated to the duke of 
Marlboro ugh, by col. Bladen. 


rate, 


followed as the pattern of eloquence and wiſdom. | 
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rate, although ſomewhat of a lar ger bulk, than any 
that now flouriſhes in Grub-ſtreet ; and upon the 
| ſtrength of this foundation come, over here, erect 
' himſelf up into an orator and politician, and lead a 


Fug kin gdom after him. This, I am told, was the 
very motive, that prevailed on the * auchor of 
= 4 a play called, Love in a hollow tree, to do us the 
FF honour of a viſit; preſuming, with very good rea- 
ſon, that he was a writer of a ſuperior claſs. I 


know another, who for thirty years paſt has been 
the common ſtandard of ſtupidity in England, 
where he was never heard a minute in any aſſembly, 
or by any party, with common Chriſtian treat- 


ment; yet upon his arrival here, could put on a 
== face of importance and authority, talk more than 


ſix, without either gracefulneſs, propriety or 
meaning ; and at the ſame time be admired and 
Nothing has humbled me ſo much, or ſhewn a 

greater diſpoſition to a contemptuous treatment of 
Ireland, in ſome chief governors, than that high 
ſtyle of ſeveral ſpeeches from the throne, e 


as uſual after the royal aſſent, in ſome periods of 


the two laſt reigns. Such exaggerations of the 
prodigious condeſcenſions in the prince to paſs thoſe 


good laws, would have but an odd ſound at Weſt- 


minſter ; neither do I apprehend how any good law | 
can paſs, wherein the king's intereſt is not as much 


2” concerned as that of the people. I remember, after 


a ſpeech on the like occaſion delivered by my lord +. 
Wharton, (I think it was his laſt) he deſired Mr. 


. Gnmſton. EY Lord Hentenant. 
_ Addiſon 


to A PROPOSAL FOR THE USE 
Addiſon to aſk my opinion on it: my anſwer was, 


That his excellency had very honeſtly forfeited his 
Head, on account of one paragraph; wherein he 


"> 


aſſerted, by plain conſequence, a diſpenſing power 


in the queen. His lordſhip owned it was true, but 


orders from court. Whence it is clear, that ſome 


| miniſters in thoſe times were apt from their high 
elevation, to look down upon this kingdom, as if 
it had been one of their colonies of outcaſts in 
America. And I obſerved a little of the ſame turn 


of ſpirit in ſome great men, from whom I ex- 


pected better; although, to do them juſtice, it 
proved no point of difficulty to make them correct 
their idea, ne, the whole nation quickly found 
But that is forgotten. How the 


the benefit. 


3 ſtyle has * run, 1 am wholly a ſtranger; e 
never {cen a ſpeech ſince the laſt of the queen. 
I would now expoſtulate a little with our coun- 


wy; landlords ; who, by unmeaſurable ſcrewing 


and racking their tenants all over the kingdom, 
have already reduced the miſerable people to a 


' worſe condition than the peaſants j in France, or the 
vaſſals in Germany and Poland; fo that the whole 
ſpecies of what we call ſubſtantial farmers, will, 


in a very few years, be utterly at an end, * It was 


pleaſant to obſerve theſe gentlemen, labouring with 
all their might, for preventing the biſhops from 
letting their revenues at a moderate half value, 


(whereby the whole order would, in an age, have 
been reduced to manifeſt beggary) at the very in- 


Fane 


ſwore the words were put into his mouth by direct 
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stant when they were every where canting * their 
own land upon ſhort leaſes, and ſacrificing their 
oldeſt tenants for a penny an acre advance. 1 


OF IRISH MANUPACTURE. 


11 


know not how it comes to pals - (and yet perhaps 


I know well enough) that ſlaves have 4 natural 
diſpoſition to be tyrants ; and that when my betters 


give me a kick, I am apt to revenge it with fix up- 


on my footman; although perhaps he may be an „ 


honeſt and diligent fellow. I have heard great 


divines affirm, that nothing is ſo likely to call 


down a univerſal judgment from heaven upon a 


nation, as univerſal oppreſſion ; and whether this 
be not already verified in part, their worſhips the 
landlords are now at full leiſure to conſider. Who- 
ever travels this country, and obſerves the face of 
nature, or the faces and habits and dwellings of the 
natives, will hardly think himſelf in a land, 


where law, religion, or common Humanity "3 


profeſied.. 
I cannot forbear ſaying one word upon a thing 


they call a bank, which I hear is projecting in this 
town. + I never ſaw the propoſals, nor underſtand 
any one particular of their ſcheme: what I wiſh 
for at preſent, is only a ſufficient proviſion of hemp, 


and caps and bells, to J diſtribute according to the 5 


ſeveral degrees of honeſty and prudence in ſome 
perſons. 1 hear only of a monſtrous ſum already 


» Canting hal und! 15 letting i it to the higheſt bidder—cant ſignifies 
the ſame as auction. 


+ This project for a bank in Ireland was * pe W 
into parliament, and rejected. 


+ It ſhould be—to * be diltribufed. Ong 
N named; 


} 
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named; and if oTHERs do not ſoon hear of it too, 
at hear with a yengeance, then I am a gentleman 
of leſs ſagacity than myſelf, and a very few beſide, 
take me to be, And the jeſt will be {till the bet- 
ter, if it be true, as judicious perſons have aſſured 
me, that one half is altogether imaginary. The 
matter will be likewiſe much mended, if the mer- 
© chants continue to carry off our gold, and our gold- 
ſmiths to melt down our heavy ſilver. | 
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De 1 Tradeſmen, Farmers, and 
Common People 
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WILLIAM WOOD, Hard-ware-Man, 


With a Deſi gn to have them paſs in this 
Kingdom. 
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WHEREIN IS . 1 


The Power of his Patent, the Value of his Half Pence, 
and how far every Perſon may be obliged to take the 
ſame in Payments, and how to behave himſelf, in 
caſe ſuch an Attempt ſhould be made by Wood, 
or any other Perſon. 


(Very proper to be kept in every FAMILY.) 
By M.B. DRAPIER. 


Written in the Year 1724. 


— — — — ñſ 


— 


ruin of a 


About the year 1722, when Charles duke of Grafton was lord 


Ueutenant of Ireland, one William Wood, a hardware-man and 
a bankrupt, alledging the great want of copper money in that 


kingdom, procured a patent for coining 108, oool. to paſs there as 
current money. The dean believing this meaſure to be a vile job 
from the beginning to the end, and that the chief procurers of the 
patent were to be ſharers in the profits which would ariſe from the 
ingdom, aſſumed the character of a Draper, which for 
ſome reaſon he choſe to write Drapier, and in the following 
LETTERS warned the people not to receive the coin which was 
then ſent over. e NV BY 


{4971 
L ETT ER | 


TO. 


15 = Trade hs Shopteepers, e and 
n in G eneral, 


OF 


XZ THE KINGDOM OF IRELAND. 
rm, 1 Countrymen, | and Pellow- Subjects, 


TH A 1 1 intend now to foy to you, is, 
10 next to your duty to God, and the care 
5 of your falvation, of the greateſt concern to your- - 
ſelves and your children; your bread and cloath- 
ing, and every common neceſſary of life, entirely 
depend upon it. Therefore I do moſt earneſtly 
exhort you, as men, as Chriſtians, as parents, and 
as lovers of your country, to read this paper with 
the utmoſt attention, or get it read to you by 
others; which that you may do at the leſs ex- 
= pence, I have ordered the l to {ell it at the 
| loweſt —_ 
It is a great fault among you, that when a 
perſon writes with no other intention than to do 
vou good, you will not be at the pains to read 
his advices. One copy of this paper may ſerve a 
a | dozen of you, which will be leſs than a farthing 
# q  a-ptece, It is your folly, that you have no com- 
mon 


16 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 
mon or general intereſt in your view, not even the 
wiſeſt among you; neither do you know, or en- 
quire, or Care, who are your friends, or Who are 
Four enemies. 


About four years ago a Little book was written, 
to adviſe all people to wear the manufactures of 
It had no other 
_ deſign, faid nothing againſt the king or parlia- 


this our own dear * country. 


ment, or any perſon whatſoever ; yet the poor 
printer was proſecuted two years with the utmoſt 


violence, and even ſome weavers themſelves (for 
whoſe ſake it was written) being upon the JURY, 
found him guilty. This would be enough to 
diſcourage any man from endeavouring to do you 
good, when you will either negle& him, or fly 
in his face for his pains; and when he muſt 
expect only danger to himſelf, and to be fined and 


impriſoned, perhaps to his ruin. 


However, I cannot but warn you once more of : 
the manifeſt deſtruction before your eyes, if you do 


not behave yourſelves as you ought. 
I will therefore firſt tell you the plain ſtory of the 


fact; and then I will lay before you how you ought 
to act, in common 1 prudence, according to the laws 


of your country. 


Ihe fact is this: It having been many years, 
ſince COPPER HALF-PENCE OR FARTHINGS were 
laſt coined in this kingdom, they have been for 


ſome time very ſcarce, and many counterfeits paſſed 
about under the name of raps : ſeveral applications 


were made to England, that we might have liberty Mn 


SA: propoſal for the uſe of Iriſh manufaRures. 
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c coin new ones, as in former times we did; but 
Y af | they did not ſucceed. At laſt one Mr. Wood, a 
bs mean ordinary man, a hard-ware- dealer, procured 


a patent under his majeſty's broad ſeal to coin 
esl. in copper for this kingdom; which 
patent, however, did not oblige any one here to 


1 4 take them, unleſs they pleaſed. Now you muſt 
:4 4 know, that the half-pence and farthings in Eng- 
land paſs for very little more than they are worth ; 
#7 : 1 and if you ſhould beat them to pieces, and fell 
them to the braſier, you would not loſe much above 
1 a penny in a ſhilling. But Mr. Wood made his 


half-pence of ſuch baſe metal, and ſo much ſmaller 
than the Engliſh ones, that the braſier would hardly 
give you above a penny of good money for a 2 5 
ling of his; fo that this ſum of 108, ooo I. 
Sood gold and ſilver, muſt be given for traſh, tte 
will not be worth above eight or nine thouſand 


9 \ | pound real value. But this is not the worſt ; for, 


Mr. Wood, when he pleaſes, may by ſtealth ſend 
over another 108, oool. and buy all our goods for 
deen parts in twelve under the value. For exam- 


ple, if a hatter ſells a dozen of hats for five ſhillings | 


3% a: piece, which amounts to three pounds, and re- 
== ceives the payment in Wood's coin, he really re- 
1 Wl coves only the value of five ſhillings. 


Perhaps, you will wonder hows: ſuch an Glien 


fellow, as this Mr. Wood, could have ſo much 
ar. as to get his MaJesTY's broad ſeal for 
5 ſo " BW a ſum of bad money. to be ſent to 


Vor. IX. a E 
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und let us make our own half-pence, as we uſed to 
do. Now I will make that matter very plain: we + 
are at great diſtance from the king's court, and have 1, 
no body chere to ſolicit for us, although a great te 
number of lords and '{quires, whoſe eſtates are here, cc 
and are our countrymen, ſpend all their lives and _ 
fortunes there: but this ſame Mr. Wood was able 
to attend conſtantly for his own intereſt ; he is an 5 
Engliſhman, and had great friends; nd it feems, # 
knew very well where to give money to thoſe, that ki 
would ſpeak to others, that could ſpeak to the king, 
and would tell a fair ſtory. And his majeſty, and hi 
perhaps the great lord or tords who adviſe him, 5 of 
might think it was for our country's good; and fo, ar 
as the lawyers expreſs it, the king was deceived in tl 
His grant, which often happens in all reigns. And 
1 am ſure if his majeſty knew that ſuch a pa- 
tent, if it ſhould take effect according to the deſire 
of Mr. Wood, would utterly ruin this kingdom, 1 | 
which has given ſuch great proofs of its loyalty, he 
would immediately recall it, and perhaps ſhew his 
_ diſpleaſure to ſomebody or other: but a word to the 
wiſe is enough. Moſt of you muſt have heard with © | 
what anger our honourable houſe of commons re- 8 
Veived an account of this Wood's patent. There 
were ſeveral fine ſpeeches made upon it, and plaiinn 
proofs, that it was all a wicked cheat from the bot- "3b 
tom to the top; and ſeveral ſmart votes were prin- 
ted, which that ſame Wood had the aſſurance to t 
anſwer likewiſe in print; and in ſo confident a way, t 
as if he were a better man than our halo parks- 10 
ment put together, | 005 
8 = „„ Thi 17 


TORE "TCR 1 


5 Ion hens 255 over a great many batrels of thoſe 


"0 5 3 to Cork, and other ſea- port towns ; and 


o get them off, offered a hundred pounds in his 


cCioin, for ſeventy or eighty in filver : but the col- 


lectors of the king's cuſtoms very honeſtly refuſed 
do take them, and fo did almoſt every body elſe. 
Alnd fince the parliament has condemned them, and 


3 1 dere the king that they might be ſtopped, all the 


kingdom do abominate them. 
* But Wood is ſtill working under-hand to force 
his half- pence upon us; and if he can, by the help 


of his friends in England, prevail ſo far as to get 
7 * an order, that the commiſſioners and collectors of 


the king s money ſhall receive them, and that the 
army is to be paid with them, then he thinks his 


- x ware thali be done. And this is the difficulty you 
e will be under in ſuch a caſe; for, the common ſol- 
dier, when he goes to the market, or ale-houſe, 
e will offer this money; and if it be refuſed, per- 
Hhaaps he will ſwagger and hector, and threaten to 
HO 4 the butcher, or ale-wife, or take the goods by 
force, and throw them the bad half-pence. In this 
and the like caſes, the ſhopkeeper, or victualler, or 
any other tradeſman, has no more to do, than to 
n demand ten times the price of his goods, if it is to 
2 4 be paid in Wood's money; for example, twenty 


pence of that money for a quart of ale, and fo in all 
*" things elſe, and not part with his goods till he gets 


$ 5 the money 


0 For, ſuppoſe you go to an ale houſe with that baſe 
money, and the landlord gives you a quart for four 


C 2 | of 
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of thoſe half-pence, what muſt the victualler to? 
his brewer will not be paid in that coin; or, if the 
brewer ſhould be fuch a fool, the farmer will not 


take it from them for their * bere, becauſe they are 


bound, by their leaſes, to pay their rents in good 
and lawful money of England; which this is not, 
nor of Ireland neither; and the ſquire, their 


landlord, will never be ſo bewitched to take ſuch 


traſh for his land; fo that it muſt certainly ſtop 


| ſomewhere or other, and wherever it ſtops, it is the "* 


: fame thing, and we are all undone. 


The common weight of theſe half-pence i is be- 1 


tween four and five to an ounce, ſuppoſe five; 
then three ſhillings and four-pence will weigh a 
pound, and conſequently twenty ſhillings will 
weigh fix pounds butter weight. Now there are 
many hundred farmers, who. pay two hundred 
pounds a year rent; therefore, when one of theſe 


farmers comes with his half year's rent, which is 


one hundred pounds, it will be at leaſt ſix hundred 
pounds weight, which is three horſes load. 

If a ſquire has a mind to come to town to 
buy cloaths, and wine, and ſpices for himſelf and 
family, or perhaps to paſs the winter here, he muſt 


bring with him five or ſix horſes well loaden with 35 


ſacks, as the farmers bring their corn; and when 


his lady comes in her coach to our ſhops, it muſt 


be followed by a car loaded with Mr. Wood's 


money. And I hope we ſhall have the grace to 


take it for no more than it is worth. 
| * fort of barley in Ireland. = 
They 


HS BETTER 21 


5 They ſay ſquire Conolly“ has ſixteen thouſands 
; Y pounds a year 3 now, if he ſends for his rent to 

ton, as it is likely he does, he muſt have two 

hundred and fifty horſes to bring up his half. 


year's rent, and two or three great cellars in his 
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| | houſe for ſtowage. But what the bankers- will 
= do. I cannot tell: for I am aſſured, that foie 
_— great bankers keep by them forty thouſand pou! nas 
1 ig ready caſh, to anſwer all payments: which tum, 


"| '2 in Mr. Wood's. money, would Gs pt twe Ive 
; © hundred horſes to carry it. 8 
: For my own part, I am already reſolved what 

. ? to do: I have a pretty good ſhop of Iriſh ſtuffs 
: sand ſilks, and inſtead of taking Mr. Wood's bad 
| copper, I intend to truck with my neighbours the 
butchers and bakers and brewers, and the reſt, 
; goods for goods; and the little gold and filver 1 
have, I will keep by me, like my heart's blood, 
till better times, or until I am juſt ready to 
ſtarve; and then I will buy Mr. Wood's money, 
as my father did the braſs money in king James's 
time, who could-buy ten pounds of it with a 

_ guinea; and I hope to get as much for a piſtole, 
and ſo purchaſe bread from thoſe who will be ſuch 
— fools as to ſell it me. : 
1 Theſe half-pence, if they once paſs, will 50 
"Ml {be counterfeited, becauſe it may be cheaply done, 
Ihe ſtuff is ſo baſe. The Dutch likewiſe will pro- 
bably do the ſame thing, and ſend them over to 
us to pay for our goods ; and Mr. Wood will never 
be at reſt, but coin on; ſo that in ſome years wwe 
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hall have at leaſt five times 108, o00 I. of this 
lumber. Now the current money of this king- 
dom is not reckoned to be above four hundred 
thouſand pounds in all; and while there ts a filver 
ſix-pence left, theſe blood-ſuckers will never be 

r. TT 

When once the kin gdom is duced to fark. 2 
condition, 1 will tell you what muſt be the end: 
the gentlemen of eſtates will all turn off their tenants 
for want of payments, becauſe, as I told you 
before, the tenants are obliged by their leaſes ta 


pay ſterling, which is lawful current money of , 


England: then they will turn their own farmers, 


as too many of them do already; run all into 
ſheep, where they can, keeping only ſuch other 


| cattle as are neceſſary; then they will be their 


on merchants, and ſend their wool, and butter, 5 


and hides, and linen beyond ſea, for ready money, 
and wine, and ſpices, and filks. They will keep 


only a few miſerable cottagers: the farmers muſt ; 
rob, or beg, or leave their country ; the ſhop- . 


keepers in this, and every other town, muſt break 
and ſtarve; for it is the landed man that main- 
tains the merchant, and | ſhopkeeper, and handi- 
craftſman. 5 


But when the ſquire turns farmer and e 


himſelf, all the good money he gets from abroad, 
he will hoard up to ſend for England, and keep 
ſome poor taylor or weaver and the like in his 


1 own e who will be glad to 8e bread at Fang 
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1 ſhould never have done, if I were to tell you 


| * 28 the miſeries that we * ſhall undergo, if we 


* * were ſo fooliſh and wicked as to take this curſed 


coin. It would be very hard, if all Ireland ſhould 
ve pit into one ſcale, and this ſorry fellow Wood 
into the other; that Mr. Wood ſhould weigh 
down this whole kingdom, by which England 


2 4 gets above a million of good money every year 55 
4 I clear into their pockets: and that is more than 
by the Engliſh do by all the world beſides. 


But your great comfort is, that as his WF ; 
gout does not oblige you to take this money, 


ſo the laws have not given the crown a power of 


forcing the ſubject to take what money the king 
; pleaſes; for then, by the ſame reaſon, we might. 
be bound to take pebble-ſtones, or cockle-ſhells, 


5 bs ; or ſtamped leather, for current coin, if ever we 
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| ſhould happen to live under an ill prince; who 


4 might likewiſe, by the ſame power, make a guinea 


| paſs for ten pounds, a ſhilling for twenty ſhillings, 
and ſo on; by which he would, in a ſhort time, 
get all the filver and gold of the kingdom into 
his own hands, and leave us nothing but braſs 


F or leather, or what he pleaſed, Neither is any 


thing reckoned more cruel and oppręſſiwve in the 


4 1 4 French government, than their common practice 
ef calling in all their money, after they have 
3 7 ſunk it very low, and then coining it anew at a 


much higher value; which, however, * not the 


» This ſhould be either—all the miſeries we © | ſhall undergo, if we 
© are' ſo fooliſh, £5c.—Or—all the miſeries We ſhould undergo, if 
WE were fo fooliſh, We, 


. Do how | 
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thouſandth part ſo wicked as this abominable- pro- 
ject of Mr. Wood. For, the French give their 
ſubjects filver for filver, and gold for gold; but 
this fellow will not ſo much as give us good 


braſs or copper for our gold and filver, nor even [rs 


a twelfth part of their worth. 

Having faid this much, I will now go on to 
tell you "eh judgment of ſome great lawyers in 
this matter; whom I fee'd on purpoſe for your 
ſakes, and got their opinions under their hands, 
that I might be fure I went upon good grounds. 


A famous law-book, called the mirrour of ß 
Juſtice, diſcourſing of the charters (or laws) or- 
dained by our ancient kings, declares the law to 
be as follows: it was ordained that no king of 
this realm ſhould change or impair the money, 

or make any other money than of gold or ſilver, 
uithout the aſſent of all the counties; that is, as 
my lord Coke * ys, without the aſſent of parlia- 1 


ment. 


Ihis book 18 very ancient, and of great 3 


rity for the time in which it was written, and 


with that character is often quoted by that great Th 
lawyer my lord Coke . By the laws of England 
ſeveral metals are divided into lawful or true metal, | 


and unlawful or falſe metal: the former eompre- 
hends filver or gold, the latter all baſer metals: 
that the former is only to paſs in payments, ap- 
pears by an act of parliament ꝶ made the twentieth 
year of Edward the firſt, Falle the ſtatute con- 


* | l. 78. + 2 laſt. 8 7. t 2 ft. 577+ 


cer ning 


© 8 * 


N 


* 
* 


("Pp ͤĩ75ðg³!: aq 
1 ; F cerning the paſſing of pence ; which I give you 
19 here as I got it tranſlated into Engliſh ; for ſome 
of our laws at that time were, as I am told, 
" written in Latin: Whoever in buying or ſelling 
- —_— to refuſe. A half-penny or farthing of 
awful money, bearing the ſtamp which it ought 
to have, let him be ſeized on as a contemner of 
#4 the king's majeſty, and caſt into priſon. _ 
By this ſtatute, no perſon 1 is to be reckoned a 
4 contemner of the king's majeſty, aud for that 
crime to be committed to priſon, but he who 
11 | refules to accept the king's coin made of lawful 
metal; by which, as I obſerved before, ſilver and 
28540 coly are intended. 1 
T That this is the true e conſtruction of the act, 
appears not only from the plain meaning of the 
Words, but from my lord Coke's * obſervation 
upon it. By this act (gays he) it appears, that no 
ſubject can be forc d to take, in buying, or ſel- 
1700 Lung, or other payment, any money made but of 


i q lawful metal; that is, of ſilver or gold. 


I) he law of England gives the king all mines 
. bag gold and filver.; but not the mines of other 

1 1 metals: the reaſon of which prerogative or power, 5 
as it is given by my lord Coke |, is, becauſe 
| 7 77 money can be made of gold and ſilver, but not 
doof other metals | 
* Purſuant to this opinion, half-pence and fag. 
— were anciently made of filver, which is 


5 $ evident from the act of parliament of Henry the 


* 2 Inf, 8 — 1 2 1. 577. 
SO fourth, 


of ſilver, it is ordained and eſtabliſhed, that the 
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fourth, chap. 4. whereby it is enacted as follows: 
Item, for the great ſcarcity that is at preſent within 

the realm of England of half-pence and farthings 
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third part of all the money of filver plate which 
| ſhall be brought to the bullion, ſhall be made 
into half-pence and farthings. This ſhews, that 
the words half-pence and farthing of lawful 
money in that ſtatute concerning the paſſing of 1 
| pence, is meant a ſmall coin in half-pence. and 8, 
farthings of ſilver. 8 
This is farther manifeſt from the ſtatute of the 7 
' ninth year of Edward the third, chap. 3. which f 
enacts, that no ſterling half-penny or farthing be 
molten for to make veſſels, or any other thing 
by the goldſmiths, nor others, upon the forfeiture 
of the money ſo molten (or melted). FP 
By another act in this king's reign, black 
money was not to be current in England. And 
by an act in the eleventh year of his reign, chap. 
9 1 galley half-pence were not to paſs : : what kind 
of coin theſe were, I do not know z buel preſume _ 8 
they were made of baſe metal. And theſe acis F 
were no new laws, but farther declarations of the 
old laws relating to the . 1 
Thus the law ſtands in relation to coin. Nor i is 1 4 
there any example to the contrary, except one in A. 
_ Davis's reports, who tells us, that in the tinie of 
Tyrone's rebellion, queen Elizabeth ordered money 
of mixed metal to be coined in the Tower of Lon» 1 
don, and ſent over hither for the payment of the 7 1 
t obli ging all popes to receive it; and com- „ 0 
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baandiag that all filver money ſhould be taken only 
* bullion; that is, for as much as it weigh d. 

© Davis tells us ſeveral particulars in this matter, too 

pong here to trouble you with, and that the privy 

council of this kingdom, obliged a merchant in 

England, to receive this mixt 1 for goods " 
N aan fitted hither. 1 


But this proceeding is rejected by all the beſt 5 
= 7 | lawyers, as contrary to law, the privy council here 
# dung no ſuch legal power. And beſides, it is 

to be conſidered, that the Quran was then under 
- 8 1 great difficulties by a rebellion in this kingdom, aſ- 
17 - fiſted from Spain; and whatever is done in great 
exigences and dangerous times, ſhould never be an 
example to proceed by in ſeaſons” of peace and 
C 


1 quietneſs. 


I I will now, my dear FRY, to fave you 1 
Ex 9 trouble, ſet before you in ſhort, what the law obli- 
d ges you to do, and what it does not oblige 
» you to. 2 
d = Firſt, you are obliged to take all money in pay- 
ments which is coined by the king, and is of the 
Fs Engliſh ſtandard or or weight, Ps it be of gold 


ac IJ 10 Or ſilver. FF. 1 
1 Secondly, , you are not obliged to ake any mone 7 


which is not of gold or ſilver; not only the half- 

m | > or farthings of England, but of any other 
of Fountry. And it is merely for gonvenience, or 
24 "eaſe, that you are content to take them; becauſe. 

Ay | 


4 the cuſtom of coining filver half-pence and far- 
E 3s things has long been left off; 1 ſuppoſe on Accent 
| We | 1 W being . to be lot, 


a 
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- Thirdly, much leſs are we obliged to take thoſe 
vile half-pence of that ſame Wood, by - which you 
muſt loſe almoſt eleven pence in every ſhilling. 
I Therefore, my friends, ſtand to it one and all: 


refuſe this filthy traſh. It is no treaſon to rebel 
againſt Mr. Wood. His majeſty, in his patent, 
obliges nobody to take theſe half-pence : our gra- 


cious prince has no ſuch ill adviſers about him; or, 
if he had, yet you ſee, the laws have not left it in 


the king's power to force us to take any coin but 


what is lawful, of right ſtandard, gold and ſilver. 
Therefore you have nothing to fear. 


And let me in the next place apply mylelf parti: 
cularly to you, who are the poorer fort of trade- 
men. Perhaps you may think, you will not be ſo 
great loſers as the rich, if theſe half-pence ſhould _ 
paſs; becauſe. you ſeldom ſee any ſilver, and your 


cuſtomers come to your ſhops or ſtalls with nothing 


but braſs, which you likewiſe find hard to be. got. 


But you may take my word, whenever this money 


gains footing among you, you will be utterly un- 
done. If you carry theſe half-pence to a ſhop for 
tobacco or brandy, or any other thing that you 


want; the ſhopkeeper will advance his goods ac- | 5 


cordingly, or elſe he muſt break, and leave the key 


under the door. Do you think I will ſell you a | 7 
yard of ten- penny ſtuff for twenty of Mr. Wood's 


| half-pence ? No, not under two hundred at leaſt; 
neither will I be at the trouble of counting, but 
weigh them in a lump. I will tell you one thing 
| farther, that if Mr. Wood' s project ſhould take, it 


would ruin even our beggars; 3 for when. J give a 


beggar 
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; * | beggar a half-penny, it will quench his thirſt, or | 


"goa good way to fill his belly; but the twelfth 
part of a half penny will do him no more ſervice 


than if 1 ſhould * him three pins out of my 
eeve. 


In ſhort, theſe half-pence a are like the accurſed 


thing, which, as the ſcripture tells us, the chil- 


| aren of Iſrael were forbidden to touch. They will 
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C run about like the plague, and deſtroy every one 


Who lays his hands upon them. I have heard 

* ſcholars talk of a man who told the king, that he 
bad invented a way to torment people by putting 
them into a bull of braſs with fire under it: but the 
prince put the projector firſt into his brazen bull, to 
make the experiment. This very much reſembles 
the project of Mr. Wood ; and the like of this may 
© poſſibly be Mr. Wood's fate; that the braſs he 

_ contrived to torment this kingdom with, may prove 
bis own torment, and his deſtruction at laſt. 


N. B. The author of this paper 1s informed bs 

perſons, who have made it their buſineſs to be 
exact in their obſervations on the true value of 
theſe half-pence, that any perſon may expect 


| them, 


1 defics that al families may keep this paper care- = 


fully by them, to refreſh their memories when 


eeuver they ſhall have farther notice of Mr. Wood $ 
be Haſs — or wy other the like . 


LET 


to get a quart of two-penny ale for thirty-ſix of 
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f Ms. wo 0 D's HA LF-P ENCE. 


TN your PE IR of the firſt inſtant, there is , 
a paragraph, dated from London July 2 th, 

relating to Wood's half-pence; whereby it is plain, 
what I foretold in my letter to the ſhopkeepers, & 
etc. that this vile fellow would never be at reſt; 
and that the danger of our ruin approaches nearer; 
and therefore the kingdom requires new and freſh | 
warning. However, I take this paragraph to be, 
in a great meaſure, an impoſition upon the publick ; x 
at leaſt J hope ſo, becauſe I am informed that 
Wood is generally his own news-writer. I cannot 
but obſerve from that paragraph, that this public 4 : . f 
enemy of ours, not ſatisfied to ruin us with his 
traſh, takes every occaſion to treat this kingdom 

- wn the utmoſt contempt, He repreſents "| 15 1 A 
(. # Q 
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ry and this ſum, with the ſtock of half-pence we 


AM 3 x of our merchants and traders, upon examination 


before a committee of council, agreeing, that there 


Was the utmoſt neceſſity of copper money here, 
before his patent; ſo that ſeveral gentlemen have 
- been forced to tally with their workmen, and give 

them bits of cards ſealed and ſubſcribed with their 
names. What then? If a phyſician preſcribe to a 
4 patient a dram of phyſick, ſhall a raſcal-apothecary | 
*Z cram him with a pound, and mix it up with poi- 
ſion? and is not a landlord's hand and ſeal to his 
1 1 own labourers a better ſecurity for five or ten 
> ſhillings, than Wood's braſs, ten times below the 
2 Teal value, can be to the kin gdom for A hundred : 
aand eight thouſand pounds? 


But who are theſe merchants and traders of es 
land. that made this report of the utmoſt neceſſi 9 


we are under for copper money? they are only a 


lex betrayers of their country, confederates with 


Wood, from whom they are to purchaſe a great 
quantity of his coin, perhaps at half the price that 
we are to take it, and vend it among us, to the- 
ruin of the publick, and their own private advan- 
tages. Are not theſe excellent witneſſes, upon 


> whoſe integrity the fate of the kingdom muſt 
by depend ; evidences in their own cauſe, and ſharers 
| 2 in this work of iniquity? 


If we ould have deſerved the liberty of coining : 


1 | for ourſelves, as we formerly did, and why we 


1 have it not is every body's wonder as well as mine, 
ten thouſand pounds might have been coined here 
in Dublin of only one fifth below the intrinſic va- 


then 
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then had, would have been ſufficient : but Wood; 
by his emiſſaries, enemies to God and this king- = 
dom, has taken care, to buy up as many of our t! 
old half-pence as he could ; and from thence the e 
preſent want of change rie to remove which by 
Mr. Wood's remedy, would be, to cure a ſcratch 
on the finger by cutting off the arm. But, ſuppo- 
ſing there were not one farthing of change in the 
whole nation, I will maintain, that five and twenty : 
thouſand pounds would be a ſum fully ſufficient to 
| anſwer all our occaſions. I am no inconfiderable 4m 
ſhopkeeper in this town. I have diſcourſed with © 13 
ſeveral of my own, and other trades, with many 
_ gentlemen both of city and country, and alſo with * 
great numbers of farmers, cottagers, and labourers, "EM 
who all agree, that two ſhillings in change for every 
family, would be more than neceſſary 3 in all deal 
ings. Now, by the largeſt computation (even be- 5 
fore that grievous diſcouragement of agriculture, 
which has ſo much leſſened our numbers) tlje 
ſeouls in this kingdom are computed to be one mil 
lion and a half; which, allowing fix to a family, N 
makes two hundred and fifty thouſand families, 
and conſequently two ſhillings to each family, wil? 
amount only to five and twenty thouſand pounds; 
whereas this honeſt, liberal, hard- ware-man, 
| Wood, would impoſe n us above four times 
that ſum. 
Tour paragraph relates FAS that Fir ae HF 
Newton reported an aſſay taken at The Tower of 4 5 2 
Wood's metal; by which it appears, that Wood # 
had in all reſpetts performed his contract. His 
con- 
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2 3 ontract! with whom? was it with the parlia- 
ment or people of Ireland? are not they to be 


tte purchaſers? but they deteſt, abhor, and 


1 5 keject it as corrupt, fraudulent, mingled with * 
£1... and traſh. Upon which he grows angry, goes to 


by, and will impoſe his goods upon us by force. 


* 
. 
855 


But your news-letter ſays, that an aſſay was 
4 jade of the coin. How impudent and inſupport- 
; . is this! Wood takes care to coin a dozen or 


= ower, Wer e are SK ol theſe maſt | 
8 uſwer all that he has PREY comes, or hall _ 


4 2 2 an of ten 3 to my 1 lhe a pattern of ſtuff; 1 5 
cut it fairly off, and if he likes it, he comes, or 
9 : 9 ſends, and compares the pattern with the whole 


piece, and probably we come to a bargain. But if 


x 1 were to buy a hundred ſheep, and the grazier 


ould bring me one ſingle wether fat and well 


fleec'd, by way of pattern, and expect the ſame 


1 price round for the whole hundred, without ſuffer- 
4 ing me to ſee them before he was paid, or giving 


e good ſecurity to reſtore my money er 


That were lean, or ſhorn, or ſcabby, I would be 


one of his cuſtomer. 1 have heard of a man 
ho had. a mind to ſell his houſe, and therefore 


barried a piece of brick in his pocket, which he 


Hhewed as a pattern to encourage purchaſers ; and this 
1 & directly the caſe in point with Mr. Wood's aſſay. 


The next part of the paragraph, contains Mr, 
ood's voluntary propoſals for preventing any far- 


ther objections or apprehenſions. 


Vol. IX. D 1 His 
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His firſt propoſal is, that whereas he has already 4 
coined ſeventeen thouſand pounds „and has copper . 
prepared to make it up forty thouſand pounds, 5 
: he will be. content to coin no more, unleſs the 
'EXIGENCES OF TRADE REQUIRE IT, although 
his patent impowers him to coin a far _ 4 
| quantity. | a 2 * 
To which if 1 were to anſwer, it ſhould be 
thus: let Mr. Wood and his crew of founders and 


tinkers coin on, till there is not an old kettle left b ©; 


in the kingdom; let them coin old leather, tobac- II 
co-pipe-cley, or the dirt in the ftreet, and cal] ma 
their trumpery by what name they pleaſe, from a 1 x 
guinca to a farthing ; we are not under any concern or 
to know how he and his tribe of accomplices think rh 
fit to employ themſelves. But I hope, and truſt, "i; 
that we are all, to a man, fully determined to have 1 
nothing to do with him or his ware. 0 
The king has given him a patent to coin half. cr 
pence, but has not obliged us to take them; and One 
I have already ſhewn in my letter to the ſhop- 
keepers etc. that the law has not left it in the d 
power of the prerogative to compel the ſubject to v 5 
take any money, beſide gold and ſilver of the 23 8 1 
ſterling and ſtandard. Sin 
Wood farther. purpoſes "I 1 underſtand him 1 
right, for his expreſſions are dubious) that he re 
will not coin above forty thouſand pounds, unleſs a | 
the exigences of trade require it. Firſt, I obſerve vp 1 
that this ſum of forty thouſand pounds is almoſt f 
double to what I proved to be ſufficient for the i 
whole kingdom, although we had not one of our - 
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4 1 half-pence left. Again, I aſk, who is to be 
4X 1 Pier when the exigences of trade require 4 8 
Without doubt he means himſelf ; for as to us of 
is poor kingdom, who muſt be utterly ruined if 
this project ſhould ſucceed, we were never once 
 Snſulted till the matter was over, and he will 
* dge of our exigences by his own; neither will 
4 x eſe be ever at an end, till he and bit accomplices | 
Z Y all think they have enough : and it now appears 
Har he will not be content with all our gold and 
i "S$lver, but intends to buy up our goods and 
1 manufactures with the ſame coin. 
2 1 öſhall not enter into examination of the prices 
n for which he now propoſes to ſell his half- pence, or 
L "What he calls his copper, by the pound; I have 
d „ Pp hid enough of it in my former letter, and it has 
| Bkewiſe been confidered by others. It is certain, 
that by his own Erft computation, we were to pay | 
"Kree ſhillings for what was intrinfically worth but 
' my although it had been of the true weight and 
p- 1 ® andi for which he pretended to have con tract- 
he ; but there is ſo great a difference both in 
1 * 91 and badneſs in ſeveral of his coins, that 
me of them have been nine in ten below the'i in- 3 
i inſic value, and moſt of them fix or ſeven. 5 
His laſt propoſal being of a peculiar ſtrain and na- 
© K Ire, deſerves to be very particularly conſidered, both 
account of the matter and the ſtyle. Itisas follows: 
= Laſtly, In conſideration of the direful apprehen- 
4 N g ons which prevail ; in Ireland, that Mr. Wood 
1 Will, by ſuch coinage, drain them of their gold 
1 nd wer, he propoſes to take their manufactures 
0 v . ia 


4 
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in exchange, and that no perſon be obliged to re- I 4 
ceive more than W half- penny at one p- 


ment. 


Firſt obſerve this little impudent hard-ware-man 2 
turning into ridicule the direful apprehenſions of! 

whole kingdom, priding himſelf as the cauſe of 

them, and daring to preſcribe (what no king of 


England ever attempted) how far a whole nation | 3 
| ſhall be qbliged to take his braſs coin. And he 


has reaſon to inſult : for ſure there was never an | 


example in hiſtory of a great kingdom kept in awe 
for above a year, in daily dread of utter deſtruction, 
Not by a power ful | invader at the head of twenty 4 


thouſand men, not by a plague or a famine, not the 
= by a tyrannical prince (for we never had one more the 
_ gracious) or a corrupt adminiſtration, but by one 


ſingle, diminutive, inſignificant mechanick. 


Baut to go on: to remove our direful apprehen- bs 
Kaka. that he will drain us of our gold and filve; 
by his coinage, this little arbitrary mock-monarch A. 
moſt graciouſly offers to take our manufactures in 
exchang ge. Are our Iriſh underſtandings indeed 61 

low in his opinion? Is not this the very miſery we 
complain of; that his curſed project will put wu. 
under the neceſſity of ſelling our goods for what i; 
equal to nothing? How would ſuch a propoſfil 


found from France or Spain, or any other county "Mei 
with which we traffick, if they ſhould offer to dal in 


with us only upon this condition, that we ſhoull 
take their mo ney at ten times higher than the in - 
trinſic value? Does Mr. Wood think, for inſtance,” i . 1 


chat we e will ſell him a ſtone of wool for a . parcel o 01 0 


vi 13 
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As counters not Hort pe, when we can 

; 1 "T7 it to England, and receive as many ſhillings i in 
9 gold and filver ? ſurely there was never heard ſuch 

à compound of impudence, villainy, and folly. 


43 ence half-penny of his braſs in every Pa yment. 
5 And I will ſhoot Mr. Wood and his deputies 
through the head, like highwaymen or houſe- 
Ha reakers, if they dare to force one farthing of their : 
I coin on me in the PEP © of a hundred 8 


* 


His propoſals conclude with perfect high trea- 


ſoh. He promiſes, that no perſon ſhall be obliged 
receive more than five-pence half- penny of his 
in in one payment. By which it is plain, that 


pretends to oblige every ſubject in this kingdom 


pb take fo much in every payment, if it be offered; 
"Whereas his patent obliges no man, nor can the pre- 
_Fogative, by law, claim ſuch a power, as I have often 
obſerved; fo that here Mr. Wood takes upon him 
he entire legiſlature, and an abſolute dominion over 
ie properties of the whole N 


% 


| Good God! Who are this wretch's adviſers & 


ho are his ſupporters, abettors, encouragers, or 


ſharers? Mr. Wood will oblige me to take five- 
ſ 


1 e, with. a ds of a man, can thi! a with pa- 
tience of bein g devoured alive by a rat? He has 
"Maid a tax upon the people of Ireland of ſeventeen 


e 


illings at leaſt in the pound; a tax, I fay, not 


1 i only upon lands, but intereſt- money, goods, ma- 


"Aw the hire of handicraftimen, labourers, 


and fervants. Shopkeepers, look to yourſelves! 
1 pkeepers, 


1 Wood will oblige and force you to take five-pence 


'N 3 2 halt- 
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half- penny of his traſh in every payment: and ma- 
ny of you receive twenty, thirty, forty payments 


in one day, or elſe you can hardly find bread: ane 4 
pray conſider how much that will amount to in a 


year; twenty times five-pence half- penny is nine 
ſhillings and two-pence, which is above an hun- 
dred and fixty pounds a year, wherein you will be 


loſers of at leaſt one hundred and forty pounds by 


taking your payments in his money. If any of % 
you be content to deal with Mr. Wood on ſuch 1 
conditions, you may; but for my own particular, 


let his money periſh with him. If the famous Mr. 3 


| Hampden rather choſe to go to priſon, than pay a 
few ſhillings to king Charles I, without authority 


of parliament ; I will rather chooſe to be ak 1 5 L 


than have all my ſubſtance taxed at ſeventeen 15 
ſhillings in the and, at the arbitrary will and DE 


pleaſure of the venerable Mr. Wood. 
The paragraph concludes thus: N. B. (chat is 


to ſay, nota bene, or mark well) No evidence ap- 
peared from Ireland, or elſewhere, to prove the 
miſchiefs complained of, or any abuſes whatſoever 
committed in the execution of the ſaid grant. 
The impudence of this remark exceeds all that 
went before. Firſt, the houſe of commons in Ire- 
land, which repreſents the whole people of the 
kingdom; and ſecondly, the privy-council addreſſ- 


A his majeſty againſt theſe half- pence: what could 


be done more. to expreſs the univerſal ſenſe of the 
nation? If his copper were diamonds, and the 
kingdom were entirely againſt it, would not that 
be ſufficient to reject it ? muſt a 7 of the 
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1 Phole 1 Res commons, ws our vw hole privy- 


ouncil, go over to argue pro and con with Mr. 


9 Wood ? ? To what end did the king give his patent 
for coining half-pence in Ireland? was it not be- 
cauſe it was repreſented to his ſacred majeſty, that 


ſuch a coinage would be of advantage to the good 


pr this kingdom, and of all his ſubjects here? It 
is to the patentec's_ peril, if this repreſentation be 
1 Falſe, - and the execution. of his patent be fradulent 
1 and corrupt. Is he ſo wicked and fooliſh to think, 
= chat his patent was given him to ruin a million and 
ga half of people, that he might be a gainer of three 
0 Pr fourſcore thouſand pounds to himſelf? Before 
1 he was at the charge of paſſing a patent, much 
1 more of raking up ſo much filthy droſs, and ſtamp- 
MN ing it with his majeſty: s 1mage and ſuperſcription, 5 
"ſhould he not firſt in common ſenſe, in common 
"equity, and common manners, have conſulted the 
Principal party concerned; that is to ſay, the 
people of the kingdom, the houſe of lords, or 


commons, or the privy- council? If any foreigner 


2 ſhould aſk us, whoſe image and faperſcription 
1 here is on Wood's coin? we ſhould be aſhamed 


to tell him, it was Cæſar's. In that great want 


4 3.4 Ef copper half-pence which he alledges we were, 
2 city ſet up our Cæſar s * ſtatue in excellent 
reer at an expence that 1s. equal in value to 
tthirty thouſand pound of his coin; and we will 


10 mot receive his image in worſe metal. . 
je obſerve many of our people putting a melan- 
at Bs caſe on this, ſubject. It is true, * hey, 


| ” Ay 8 . of George I, at Eſſex bridge, Dublin. 25 
9 4 W 
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we are all undone if Wood's s half-pence muſt pals, 


but what ſhall we do, if his majeſty puts out a her 


proclamation commanding us to take them? This 


has often been dinned in my ears. But I deſire 27 
my countrymen to be aſſured that ee is nothing N 
in it. The king never iſſues out a proclamation 4 


but to enjoin what the law permits him. He will 


not iſſue out a proclamation againſt law; or, if 


ſuch a thing ſhould happen by a miſtake, we are 
no more obliged to obey it, than to run our heads 
into the fire. Beſide, his majeſty will never com- 
mand us by a proclamation, what he does not offer to 


command us in the patent itſelf. There he leaves it 
to our diſcretion; ſo that our deſtruction muſt be 
entirely owing to ourſelves. Therefore let no man 1 
be afraid of a proclamation, which will never be 


granted; and if it ſhould, yet upon this occaſion 


will be of no force. The king's revenues here are 5 


near four hundred thouſand pounds a year. Can 


you think his miniſters will adviſe him to take WU 


them in Wood's braſs, which will reduce the 1 1 


value to fifty thouſand pounds? England gets a 1 11 


million ſterling by this nation; which, if this 
project goes on, will be almoſt reduced to nothing: 
and do you think thoſe who live in England upon 


Iriſh eſtates, will be content to take an e or 11 


tenth part by being paid in Wood's droſs? 


If Wood and his confederates were not convinced 


of our ſtupidity, they never would have attempted 
ſo audacious an enterprize. He now ſees a ſpirit 


has been raiſed againſt him, and he only watches 


till it begin to flag: he goes about watching when ws 


\ 
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0 to devour us. He hopes we ſhall be weary of con- 


4 | = with him; and at laſt, out of ignorance or 


3 : ear, or of being perfectly tired with oppoſition, 
we ſhall be forced to yield: and therefore, I con- 
leis, it is my chief endeavour to keep up 21 


ſpirits and reſentments. If I tell you there is a 


precipice under you, and that if you go har 
_ *ZFFou will certainly break your necks ; if I point to 
tit before your eyes, muſt I be at the trouble of re- 


ating it every morning ? ? Are our people's hearts ; 


3 | groſs? are their ears. dull of hearing? and 


have they cloſed their eyes? I fear there are ſome 
few vipers among us, who for ten or twenty pounds 
gain would ſell their ſouls and their country 1 
due at laſt it ſhould end in their own ruin, 
as well as ours. Be not like the deaf adder, who - 
refuſeth to hear the voice of the e charm 
he never © , 


f ; 175 i Although my letter be directed to you, Mr. 


Harding, yet I intend it for all my countrymen, 
I have no intereſt in this affair, but what is com- 
mon to the publick : I can live better than many 


4 1075 Lothers: : I have ſome gold and ſilver by me, and a 
F 1 ſhop well furniſhed ; and ſhall be able to make a 
Y : 3 ſhift when many of my betters are ſtarving. But 


W: am grieved to ſee the coldneſs and indifference of 


any people, with whom I diſcourſe. Some are 


d 4 TY 'F fraid of a proclamation ; others ſhrug up their 
d ſhoulders, and cry, What would you have us to 
it do; Some give out, there is no danger at all: 
8 4 others are comforted, that it will be a common 
n 


o eee „and they ſhall fare 1 no worſe than their 


neigh- 
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neighbours. Will a man who hears midnight rob. 1 
bers at his door, get out of bed, and raiſe his 


family for a common defence; and ſhall a whole . 


kingdom lie in a lethargy, while Mr. Wood comes 4 
at the head of his confederates, to rob them of all p 


they have, to ruin us and our poſterity, for ever? 
If a highwayman meets you on the road, you give > 
him your money to fave your life; but God, be po 
thanked, Mr. Wood cannot touch a hair of yoaurt 


heads. You have all the laws of God and man on 1 
your ſide: when he or his accomplices offer you : 1 

| his droſs, it is but faying no, and you are ſafe. If 7 
a madman ſhould come into my ſhop with a 


_ handful of dirt raked out of the kennel, and offer | | 
it in payment for ten yards of ſtuff, I would pity, 


or laugh at him ; or if his behaviour deſerved it, kick ; 


him out of my doors. And if Mr. Wood comes fa 


to demand my gold and filver, or commodities for = 


which I have paid my gold and ſilver, in ex- re 


change for his traſh, can he deſerve or expe Pp 


better treatment. 


ben the evil day 1 is come Gf it muſt come) . 
let us mark and obſerve thoſe Who preſume to ay 


offer theſe half-pence in payment. Let their: 
names and trades, and places of abode, be made 


5 public, that every one may be aware of them, as 


betrayers of their country, and confederates with FF 


Mr. Wood. Let them be watched at markets and ; 'F 
fairs; and let the firſt honeſt diſcoverer give tgjqe 


word about that Mr. Wood's half- pence. have been | 1 4 4 


offered, and caution the poor innocent yuw_ not 
to receive them. 3 
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Perhaps I have been too tedious ; ; but there woyld J 

| g ll. ver be an end, ifI attempted to ſay all that this 
al ute ſubject will bear. I will conclude with 
S humbly offering one propoſal ; which, if it were 
u put into practice, would blow up this deſtructive 


project at once. Let ſome ſkilful, judicious pen, 
e raw up an advertiſement to the following pur- 
fs poſe : "BY | | 
1 Whereas one William Wood, 3 


9 3 ow or lately ſojourning in the city of London, 
1 36 9 has, by many miſrepreſentations, procured a patent 
for coining an hundred and eight thouſand pounds 
a in copper half-pence for this kingdom; which is 
* ; a ſum five times greater than our occaſions require: 
„ And whereas it is notorious, that the ſaid Wood 
* bas coined his half-pence of ſuch baſe metal, and 
's falſe weight, that they are at leaſt fix parts in 


r En below the real value: And whereas we han h 
- ——xeaſon to apprehend, that the ſaid Wood may at 
J any time hereafter clandeſtinely coin as many more 
. as he pleaſes: And whereas the faid 
| patent neither does, nor can oblige his majeſty” 8 


0 fubjects to receive the ſaid half-pence in any pay- 
3 3 ment, but leaves it to their voluntary choice; be- 
1 W- by law the ſubject cannot be obliged to take 
any money, except gold or ſilver: And whereas, 
cContrary to the letter and meaning of the ſaid patent, 
the ſaid Wood has declared, that every perſon ſhall 
pe obliged to take five-pence half-penny of his coin 

* = wn every payment: And whereas the houſe of 

1 TY commons, and privy-council, have ſeverally ad- 
i . Grefſed his moſt = majeſty, re repreſentin 8 the 


WM 
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ill conſequences which the faid coinage may have 


upon this kingdom: And laſtly, whereas it is 1 
univerſally agreed, that the whole nation to a man 


(except Mr. Wood, and his confederates) are in 
the utmoſt apprehenſions of the ruinous conſe- 
- quences that muſt follow from the ſaid coinage ; 
Therefore we, whoſe names are underwritten, being 


perſons of conſiderable eſtates in this kingdom, 


and reſiders therein, do unanimouſly reſolve and 
declare, that we will never receive one farthing or 


| half-penny of the faid Wood's coining ; and that L 


we will direct all our tenants to refuſe the ſaid coin 
from any perſon whatſoever; of which that they 


WE 


may not be ignorant, we have ſent them a copy Of 


this advertiſement, to be read to them by our 


ſtewards, receivers, etc. 


I could wiſh, that a paper of this nature migh 1 4 
be drawn up, and ſigned by two or three hundred 5 


principal gentlemen of this kingdom ; and printed 


copies thereof ſent to their ſeveral tenants. I am 
deceived if any thing could ſooner defeat this 

_ execrable deſign of Wood, and his accomplices, 
This would immediately give the alarm, and ſet 
the kingdom on their guard; this would give 
courage to the meaneſt tenant and cottager, How ‚ ⅛G¶ö 


a long, 9 Lord, righteous and true, etc. 


I py tell you in | particulsr, Mr. Harding, | 
that you are much to blame. Several hundred 
perſons have enquired at your houſe for my Let. 
ter to the Hoppe etc. and you had none to | 4 ; * 


; that Letter, 5 with de : you have got very 
"= 7 well by the former; but I did not then write for 
your ſake, any more than I do now. Pray ad- 
vertiſe both in every news paper; and let it not 
be your fault or mine, if our countrymen will 
bot take warning, I defire you likewiſe to ſell 
them as cheap as you can. 


= 30 aw your fervant, - i + 
= -- e AA 
1 Auguſt 4, 1724. 5 
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UPON A PAPER, CALLED, 


The Report of the Committee 


oF 


The Moſt Honourable « Privy -Council 
; in ENGLAND, 5 


| Relating to Woop' 8 Hall penee. | 


'To 


The N 0 BI * [TY and GENTRY of the Kingdom . 
of IRELAND. 88 4 


FT FT AVING already written two letters to the 
people of my own level and condition, and 
having now very prefling occaſion for writing 2 
third ; I thought I could not more ard addreſs 
it than to your lordſhips and worſhips. 2 
Ihe occaſion is this: a printed paper was ſent 
to me on the 18th inſtant, entitled, A report of ⁵⁶ 
the committee of the lords of his majeſty's moſt 
honourable privy-council in England, relating to 
Mr. Wood's half-pence and farthings. There is 
no 


Wart ＋ T ER ä 
3 go mention made here the] We was Prien! but 1 
B uppoſe it to have been in Dublin : and I have been 
Told, that the cop did not come over in the Ga- 
Lette but in the London Journal, or ſome other 
print of no authority or conſequence. And for 
iny thing that legally appears to the contrary, it 
Fay be a contrivance to fright us; or a project of 
Home printer, ho has a mind to make a penny by 
publiſhing ſomething upon a ſubject which now. 
> "Employs all our thoughts in this kingdom. Mr. 
Wood, in publiſhing this paper, would inſinuate 
dico the world, as if the committee had a greater 
dboncern for his credit, and private emolument, 
| "than for the honour of the privy-council, and both 
_  Sonſes' of parliament here, and for the quiet and 
1 welfare of this whole kin gdom; for it ſeems intend- 
del a vindication of Mr. Wood, not without ſeveral : 
; ; fevere reflexions on the houſes of lords and com- 
3 "a of Ireland. 4 
1 The whole is indeed written with the turn and 
Fir of a pamphlet; as if it were a diſpute between 
William Wood on the one part, and the lords 
Juſtices, privy-council, and both houſes of parlia- 
ment on the other: the deſign of it being to clear 
William Wood, and to charge the other fide with : 
Faſting raſh and groundleſs aſperſions upon him. 
"0 1 But if it be really what the title imports, Mr. 
1 * 'ood has treated the committee with great rude- 
p *Y by publiſhin g an act of theirs in ſo un- 
1 ecoming a manner, without their leave, and be- 
pore it was communicated to the government and 
rrivy- council of Ireland; to whom the commit- 
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tee adviſed that it ſhould be tranſmitted. But, 
with all deference be it ſpoken, I do not conceive 
that a report. of a committee of the council in 
England 18 hitherto a law in either kingdom ; and Y + 
until any point is determined to be a law, it re- g 
mains diſputable by every ſubject. — 
This (may it pleaſe your lordſhips hind worſhi ps) 8 
may ſeem a ſtrange way of diſcourſing in an illite- tic 
rate ſhopkeeper. I have endeavoured (although 8 
without the help of books) to improve that ſmall 
portion of reaſon God has been pleaſed to give me; 
and when reaſon plainly appears before me, I 4 
cannot turn away my head from it. Thus for = 
inſtance, if any lawyer ſhould tell me that ſuch {7 
a point were law, from which many groſs pal. 
pable abſurdities muſt follow; I would not, I 
could not believe him. If Sir Edward Coke BY 
ſhould poſitively aſſert (which he no where does, 
but the direct contrary) that a limited prince, 
could, by his prerogative, oblige his ſubjects tod 
take half an ounce of lead, ſtamped with his fro 
image, for twenty ſhillings in gold, I ſhould . tol 
ſwear he was deceived, or a deceiver; becauſe a 
power like that, would leave the whole lives 
and fortunes of the people entirely at the mercy WR 
of the monarch ; yet this in effect is what Wood IM 
has advanced in ſome of his papers; and what | 


ſuſpicious people may poſſibly apprehend from 
ſome paſſages 1 in that which is called the report. 


That paper mentions ſuch perſons to have 
been examined, who were defirous and willing 
to be, heard upon this ſubject, 1 am told they 4 

ww were 


LETTER ut 49 


5 ere four in all 3 Coleby, B —, Mr. Finley 
3 8 — 2 and one more, whoſe name I know 
f not. The firſt of theſe was tried for robbing 

the treaſury in Ireland; and though he was ac- 
© quitted for want of legal proof, yet every perſon 
. in the court believed him to be guilty, 
But, ſince I have gone ſo far as to mention par- 
icular perſons, it may be ſome ſatisfaction to know | 
*ZÞvho is this Wood himſelf, that has the honour 
to have a whole kin gdom at his mercy for almoſt 
5 two years together. I find he is in the patent 
= entitled eſquire, although he were underſtood to 
= be only a hard-ware-man; and fo I have been 
3 1 bold to call him in my former letters; however, 
oh 2 quite he is, not only by virtue of his patent, 
1 th ut by having been a collector in Shropſhire ; 
: where, pretending to have been robbed, and ſuing 

the county, he was caſt, and for the e infamy of the 
| 5 fact loſt his employment. 

4 I have heard another ſtory of this ſquire Wood, 
1 from a very honourable lady, that one Hamilton 
told her. Hamilton was ſent for fix year ago, 
a e Sir Iſaac Newton, to try the coinage of four 
men, who then ſolicited a patent for coining half 
1 2 for Ireland; their names were Wood, Coſtor, 

doo. and Parker. Parker made the faireſt offer, 
Band Wood the worſt ; for his coin were three half- 
'F Pence in a pound weight leſs value than the other. 
. which it is plain, with what intentions he 
ſolicited his patent; but not ſo pom: how he 
i I Wobtained "IR 3 N 
—. TT. 


* 
1 
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It is alledged in the ſaid paper called the Re- 4 
port, that upon repeated orders from a ſecretary k ; 7 ; | 
of ſtate for ſending over ſuch papers and wit- 
neſſes, as thould be thought proper to ſupport 3 3 hs 
the objections made againſt the patent by both 7 1 
houſes of parliament ; the lord lieutenant repre- || TRIS 

| ſented the great difficulty he found himſelf in |: 
to comply with theſe orders: that none of the | ; 
principal members of both houſes who were in | 1 48 
the king's ſervice, or council, would take upon | ! 
them to adviſe, how any material perſon, or pa- 1 3 
pers, might be ſent over on this occaſion, et. 
And this is often repeated, and repreſented as 2 # th 
E proceeding that ſeems very extraordinary, and that ek 
in a matter which had raiſed ſo great a clamour .: 
in Ireland, no one perſon could be prevailed upon Þ vl : Ml 2 
to come over from Ireland in ſupport of the united bh 15 v. 
ſenſe of both houſes of parliament in Ireland; 
eſpecially that the chief difficulty ſhould ariſe from | 
a general apprehenſion of a miſcarriage, in an 
enquiry before his majeſty, or in a proceeding 90 78 2 
due courſe of law, in a caſe where both houſcs | "iy 
of parliament had declared themſelves fo fully E. 
convinced, and fatisfied upon evidence, and ex- de 
aminations taken in the moſt ſolemn manner. 1 * 
How ſhall I, a poor ignorant ſhopkeeper, ut- A 
terly unſkilled in law, be able to anſwer fo Mw 
weighty an objection ? I will try what can be + 
done by plain reaſon, unaſſiſted by art, cunning, e 
or eloquence. r | 3 | 1 | 

In my humble opinion, the committee of coun- an 

eil has already prejudged the ag _ by call- 4 T 


ing 
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ok 1 ſenſe of both houſes of parliament 
6. N in eme 2 univerſal clamour. Here the addreſſes 
pf the lords and commons of Ireland, againſt a 
1 ruinous, deſtructive project of an obſcure, ſingle 
; bee, is called a clamour. I deſire to 
know, how ſuch a ſtyle would be reſented in 
; "3d ngland from a committee of council there to a 
c alament, and how many impeachments would 
n | 3 or upon it? But, ſuppoſing the appellation to 
n 9 be proper, I never heard of a wiſe miniſter who 
deeſpiſed the univerſal clamour of a people; and 

4 if that clamour can be quieted by diſappointing 
a «| | 1 the fraudulent practice of a ing: W the * 
t # = chaſe is not exorbitant. 


= But in anſwer to this oben: firſt it is ma- 
n 5 nifeſt, that if this coinage had been in Ireland, 
d with ſuch limitations as have been formerly ſpe- 
. 5 cified in other patents, and granted to perſons of 
x this kingdom, or even of England, able to give 
in % "ſufficient ſecurity, few or no inconveniencies could 
have happened. As to Mr. Knox's patent men- 
8 5 5 © tioned in the report, ſecurity was given into the 
1 ny that the patentee ſhould, upon all 
demands, be - obliged to receive his half - pence 
back, and pay gold or filver in exchange for then. 
t- And Mr. Moor (to whom I ſuppoſe that patent 
as made over) was in 1694 forced to leave off 
cCCoining before the end of that year, by the great 
eecrouds of people con tinually offering to return 
5 5 His coinage upon him. In 1698 he coined again, 
and was forced to give over for the ſame reaſon. 
9 This entirely r the caſe; for there is no ſuch 
5 E 5 con- 
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condition in Wood's patent; which condition was i ü . 
worth a hundred times all other limitations what. | T L, 
ſoever. 1 9 1 
Put the caſe, that the two We of lords and 997 
commons of . en and the 1 there, -| 1 


— they A prcheded the moſt ruinous con- [ 1 
] ſequences to the whole kingdom ; and, to make 5 
it ſtronger if poſſible, that the whole nation, IIS 
almoſt to a man, ſhould thereupon diſcover the | 16 
moſt diſmal apprehenſions, as Mr. Wood ſtyles 1 pe? 
them; would his majeſty debate half an hou; | BY 0 
whit he had to do? would any miniſter dare ad- , 
viſe him againſt recalling ſuch a patent? or would ; 
the matter be referred to the privy-council, or to | 
Weſtminſter-hall ; the two houſes of been 
plaintiffs, and William Wood defendant ? and is 
there even the ſmalleſt difference between the þ T 
two caſes? ; 14 
Were not the people of elend born as free 
as thoſe of England ? how have they forfeited their 
freedom? is not their parliament as fair a repre- || : 
ſentative of the people as that of England? and We | 
has not their privy-council as great, or a greater ; 1 
are in the adminiſtration of public affairs? are 
not they ſubjects of the ſame king? does not the 
ſame ſun ſhine upon them? and have they not 1 5 | 
the ſame God for their protector? am I a free- 3 | 
man in England, and do I become a flave in fix 
hours by croſſing the channel? No wonder then, 
if the boldeſt perſons were cautious to interpoſc, I 
un a matter already determined by the whole voice | 48 1 
0... & 1 of 5 | 


33 
. 


LETTER H 54 


"my bf the nation, or to preſume to repreſent the re- 
3 Ppreſentatives of the kingdom; and were juſtly ap- 
NF 0 rehenſive of meeting ſuch a treatment as they 
il would deſerve at the next ſeſſion. It would 
Z ſeem very extraordinary, if any inferior court in 
England, ſhould take a great matter out of the 
hands of the high court of parliament, during 
a prorogation, and decide it againſt the opinion 
of both houſes. 
It happens however, that although no perſons 
were ſo bold as to go over as evidences, to prove 
the truth of the objections, made againſt this pa- 
tent by the high court of parliament here, yet 
theſe objections ſtand good, notwithſtanding the 
anſwers made by Mr. Wood and his council. 1 
he report ſays, that upon an aſſay mady of 
; © the fineneſs, weight, and value of this copper, it 
c exceeded in every article. This is poſſible enou gh 
in the pieces upon which the aſſay was made; 
e but Wood muſt have failed very much in point 
ir of dexterity, if he had not taken care to provide a 
= ſufficient quantity of ſuch half-pence, as would 
bear the trial; which he was able to do, although 
| they were taken out of ſeveral parcels ; ſince it 
is now plain, that the biaſs of favour has ben 
| wholly on his ſide. Fo 
| But what need is there of ate when we 
1 have a poſitive demonſtration of Wood's fraudu- 
lent practices in this point? I have ſeen a large 
WE quantity of theſe half-pence weighed by a very 
ſtilful perſon, which were of four different kinds, 
WE three of them conſiderably under weight, I have 
Tt E z now 
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now before me an exact computation of the differ- 3 2 5 
ence of weight between theſe four forts; by r 
which it appears, that the fourth fort, or the ic 
» ghteſt, differs from the firſt to a degree, that in ar 
the coinage of three hundred and ſixty tons of 
copper, the patentee will be a gainer, only by that 8 
difference, of twenty-four thouſand four hundred 
and ninety-four pounds; and in the whole, the Ab 
ublick will be a loſer of cighty-two thouſand on 

15 bene and ſixty- eight pounds fixteen ſhillings, 
even ſuppoſing the metal in point of goodneſs to 
anſwer Wood's contract, and the aſſay that has 
been made, which it infallibly does not. For, 
this point has likewiſe been enquired into by very 3 
experienced men; who, upon ſeveral trials on many 
of theſe half-pence, have found them to be at 
leaſt one fourth part below the real value, not in- 1 
cluding the raps or counterfeits that he, or his * 1 
accomplices, have already made of his own coin, 
and ſcattered about. Now the coinage of three 
hundred and fixty tons of copper, coined by the 5 0 
weight of the fourth or lighteſt ſort of his half 
pence, will amount to one hundred twenty-two 
thouſand four hundred eighty-eight pounds, ſixteen 
ſhillings; and if we ſubtract a fourth part of the 
real value, by the baſe mixture in the metal, we 
muſt add to the public loſs one fourth part to 
| be ſubtracted from the intrinſic value of the. cop- 
per 3 which in three hundred and fixty tons 
amounts to ten thouſand and eighty pounds; and 
| this, added to the former ſum of eighty-two 
thouſand. one hundred * pounds, ſixteen | 1 
ng „ 


* 


(LOT TER H.. 5 
H 4 Pinie. will make in all ninety-two thouſand 
Xo hundred forty-eight pounds loſs to the pub- 
7 7 Wick - beſide the raps or counterfeits that he may 

at any time hereafter think fit to coin, Nor do 
\ 1 know whether he reckons the droſs excluſive, 
5 7 pr n W with his three hundred and fixty tons 
3 pf copper; which, however, will make a confider- 
able difference i in the account, 

71 You will here pleaſe to obſerve; that the profit 
Ye lowed to Wood by the patent, is twelve pence 
out of every pound of copper valued at 1s. 6d. 
whereas zd. only is allowed for coinage of a 
„ pound weight for the Engliſh half-pence ; ; and 
y this difference is alm per cent. which is 
1 double to the higheſt exchange of money, even 
t under all the additional preſſures and obſtructions 
— 0 trade, that this unhappy kingdom lies at pre- 
is ſent. This one circumſtance, in the coinage of 
F 1 ihrer hundred and ſixty tons of copper, makes a 
; difference of twenty-ſeven thoufand ſeven hundred 
1 1 and twenty pounds, between Engliſh and Iriſh 
J 7 aba even allowing thoſe of Wood to be | 

© all of the heavieſt ſort. 
| N It is likewiſe to be Sandee that for every 
half-penny in a pound weight, exceeding the 
number directed by the patent, Wood will be a 
| gainer in the coinage of three hundred and ſixty 
tons of copper, ſixteen hundred and eighty pounds 
profit more than the patent allows him; out of 
which he may afford to make his compiratioee 
* _—_ _ that — = 
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As to what is alleged, that theſe half-pence | 
far exceed the like coinage for Ireland in the n 
reigns of his majeſty's predeceſſors ; there cannot 9 A 
well be a more exceptionable way of arguing, Þ E gf 
although the fact were true; which, however, is 7 
altogether miſtaken ; not by. any fault in dhe 
committee, but by the fraud and impoſition f 
Wood, who certainly produced the worſt patterns | 1 
he could find; ſuch as were coined in ſmall num- | "v3 17 . 
bers by permiſſions to private men, as butchen a 
balf-pence, black-dogs, and others the like ; or | J 3 
perhaps the ſmall St. Patrick 8 coin, which 3 4 
paſſes now for a farthing, or at beſt ſome of the 1 5 
ſmalleſt raps of the lateſt kind. For I have now T7 
by me half-pence coined in the year 1680 by | We, 
virtue of the patent granted to my lord Dartmouth, 
which was renewed to Knox, and they are cr ha 
by a ninth part than thoſe of Wood, and of } _ 
much better metal; and the great St. Patrick” 8 half- | - Ma 
Pane are yet larger than either. / 
But what is all this to the preſent debate ? if | . 
under the various exigences of former times by %; ; | 
wars, rebellions and inſurrections, the kings of 
England were ſometimes forced to pay their armies Wal 
here with mixt or baſe money; God forbid that Wl 
the neceſſities of turbulent times ſhould be a pre- KA 
cedent for times of peace, and order, and ſettle- 9 
ment. 4 9 
In the patent abovemen tioned, granted: to lord : 4/1 
Dartmouth in the reign of king Charles the ſe- 1 
cond, and renewed to Knox, the ſecurities given 
into the 8 „ Obligin 8 the patentee to re- 5 
ceive 


* wen * . . by F £4 7 ; | 1 8 4 , 7 1 ? : hi : 
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| 1 d effectus n apeinſt all ien ies : 
. the copper Was coined in our kingdom; tf 

„that we were in no danger to purchaſe it with 

4 the loſs of all our filver and gold carried over to 

> 8; a other, nor to be at the trouble of going ta 

England, for the redrefling of any abuſe. _ 

$ FE | That the e king of England have exerciſed their 


$ 3 En . is not che preſent queſtion: "bud. to ſpeak 
n the ſtyle of the report, it would ſeem a little 
b ! | xtraordinary, ſuppoſin ga king ſhould think fit 
< io exerciſe his prerogative by coining copper in 
V ireland, to be current in England, without re- 
eerring it to his officers in that kingdom, to be 
„ Informed whether the grant were reaſonable, and 
r whether the people defired it or not, and without 
xcgard te the addreſſes of his parliament againſt 
1 . God forbid that ſo mean a man as I ſhould 
1 eddle with the king's prerogative: but I have 
Heard very wiſe men ſay, that the king g's prero- 
1 is bounded and limited by the good and 
15 elfare of his people. I deſire to know, whether 
by [49 be not underſtood and avowed, that the good 
f Ireland was intended by this patent? But Ire- 
= Wand is not conſulted at all in the matter ; and, 
g i s ſoon as Ireland is informed of it, they dechne | 
gainſt it: the two houſes of parliament and the 
privy-council addreſs his majeſty upon the miſ- 
. 1 * apprehended by ſuch a patent; the privy- 
council in England take the matter out of the 
a ear 8 Cognizance the good of the king- 
15 Jo 
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dom is dropt; and it is now determined, that 
Mr. Wood ſhall have the power of RF a al 
nation for his private advantage. ; 
I never can ſuppoſe; that ſuch patents as theſe, ww 
were originally granted with a view of being a 
job for the intereſt of a particular perſon, to the 
damage of the publick. Whatever profit muſt | 
ariſe to the patentee, was ſurely meant at beſt but 
as a ſecondary motive; and ſince ſomebody muſt | 
be a gainer, the choice of the perſon was made 
either by favour, or ſomething elſe, or by the pre- 
tence of merit and honeſty: this argument re- 
turns ſo often and ſtrongly into my head, that I | 
cannot forbear frequently repeating it. Surely his 
majeſty, when he conſented to the paſſing of this 
patent, conceived he was doing an act of grace 
to his moſt loyal ſubjects of Ireland, without any | 
regard to Mr. Wood, farther than as an mſtru- } 
ment: but the people of Ireland think this pa- 
tent (intended, no doubt, for their good) to be 
a moſt intolerable grievance; and therefore Mr. 
Wood can never ſucceed, without an open avowal 
that his profit is preferred, not only before the 
Intereſt, but the very ſafety and being of a great 
kingdom; and a kingdom diftinguiſhed for its = 
alty perhaps -above all others upon earth ; 
turned from its duty by the” juriſdiction of th 
Houſe of lords aboliſhed at a ſtroke, by the hard- 
ſhips of the act of navigation newly enforced, by 
all poſſible obſtructions in trade, and by a hundred 
other inſtances, enough to fill this paper; nor i 
was there ever among us the leaſt attempt towards 
hy an 


* 


/ 


\ inſurrection in Heut of the 8 There- 
re, Wanne 4 2 free people can claim, we 


1 
2 


"5 RE on the moſt 1 loyal 4 fab) ] ects, we habe dead 


1 to expect it; neither has this kin gdom any way. 
. 


"x a og to be neee to one fn gle, rapacious, 


1 Aihcbz: other eaſes ats bed 4 in this patent, 
1 to ſhew how advantageous it is to Ireland, there 
is one which ſeems to be of a fingular nature: 
chat the patentee ſhall be obliged during his term 

to pay eight hundred pounds a year to the crown, 
and two hundred pounds a year to the comp- 
troller. I have heard indeed, that the king's 
council do always conſider in the paſſing of a 
patent, whether it will be of advantage to the 
crown; but I have likewiſe heard, that it is at 
the ſame time conſidered, whether paſſing of it 
may be injurious to any other perſons, or bodies 
politic? However, although the attorney and ſo- 
licitor be ſervants to the king, and therefore 


under ſome doubt, whether eight hundred pounds 
a year to the crown, would be equivalent to the 
ruin of a kingdom. It would be far better for 
us to have paid eight thouſand pounds a year in- 

to his majeſty's coffers in the midſt of all our 
taxes, (which in proportion are greater in this 
Ws kingdom than ever they were in England, even 
during the war) than purchaſe fuch an addition 
1 * the revenue at the price of out utter undoing. 
= 5 | But 


bound to conſult his majeſty's intereſt ; yet I am 
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But here it is plain, that fourteen thouſand 
pounds are to be paid by Wood, only as a ſmall 2 4 . 
circumſtantial charge for the purchaſe of his pa. Wa 

tent: what were his other viſible coſts I know ; 

not, and what were his latent, is variouſly con- 
jectured; but he muſt be ſurely a man of ſome Me: 
wonderful merit. Has he ſaved any other king. bi 
dom at his own expence, to give him a title of 
re- imburſing himſelf by the deſtruction of ours? RT 

Has he diſcovered the longitude, or the univerſal 
medicine? No; but he has found the philoſo- 
pher's ſtone after a new manner, by debaſing 
copper, and reſolving to force it upon us for gold. 

When the two houſes repreſented to his majeſty, 
that this patent to Wood was obtained in a clan- 
deſtine manner, ſurely the committee could not Bia 

think the parliament would inſinuate, that it had 
not paſſed in the common forms, and run through 
every office where fees and perquiſites were due. 

They knew very well, that perſons in places were 
no enemies to grants; and that the officers of the 
crown could not be kept in the dark. But the = oN 

late * lord lieutenant of Ireland affirmed it wa + 
| a ſecret to him; and who will doubt his veracity, 
eſpecially when he ſwore to a perſon of quality, of 
from whom I had it, that Ireland ſhould never bis 

be troubled with theſe half- pence ?. It was a ſecret M8 
to the people of Ircland, wo were to be the only 
ſufferers; and thoſe who le know the ſtate of an) 
The kin adom, and were moſt able to adviſe in ſuch 1 
an affair, were e wholly ſtrangers to it. 10 


1 » Duke of Grafton. 1 


* 
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It is ene by the report, that this patent Was 
145 ir Paſſed without the knowledge of the chief governor, 
5 or officers. of Ireland: and it is there elaborately 
de wn, that former patents have paſſed in the ſame 
IF manner, and are good in law. I ſhall not diſpute | 
555 : legality of patents, but am ready to ſuppoſe it in 
bis majeſty's power, to grant a patent for ſtamping 
75 Found. bits of copper, to every ſubje& he has. 
ET herefore, to lay aſide the point of law, I would 
only put the queſtion, whether in reaſon and juſtice 
t would have been proper, in an affair upon which 
5 he welfare of this kingdom depends, that the ſaid 
Kingdom ſhould have received timely notice; and 
the matter not be carried on between the patentee, 
and the officers of the crown, Who were to be the 
only gainers by it. drank 
The parliament, who in matters af this: axons 
pre the moſt able and faithful counſellors, did re- 
preſent this grant to be deſtructive of trade, and 
+ dangerous to the Properties of the people: to which 
I © the ay anſwer is, that the a has a ee 
5 o make ſuch a grant. | 
. It is aſſerted, that in the patent to Kinzex; his 
half- pence are made and en the current coin 
of the kingdom; whereas, in this to Wood, there 
s only a power given to iſſue them to ſuch as will 
receive them. The authors of the report, I think, 
8 . not affirm, that the king can, by law, declare 
155 jp thing to be current money by his letters patent. 
bY I dare fay they will not affirm it; and if Knox's 
ID contained in it powers contrary to law, why 
is it mentioned as a precedent in his majeſty's juſt 
a4 and 


— 
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and merciful relgn ? But, although that clauſe be FS 
” in Wood's patent, yet poſſibly there are others, 
the legality whereof may not be equally doubted ; | . b 
and particularly that, whereby a power is given to 7 * 
William Wood, to break into houſes in ſearch of of of 
any coin made in imitation of his. This may . 93 
perhaps be affirmed to be illegal and dangerous to 3 
the liberty of the ſubject; yet this is a precedent | ou 
taken from Knox $ — where che ſame Poe 1 


| be 1 as of m . | 
But although, before the paſſing of this patent, it | af 
was not thought neceſſary to conſult any perſons of pe 
this kingdom, or make the leaſt enquiry, whether ar 
copper money were wanting among us; yet now r 
length when the matter is over, 58 the — has „ 9 5 


thouſand pounds, and bis Se dad implement | j 
prepared to coin ſix times as much more, the com- . 
mittee has been pleaſed to make this affair the ſubj = 8 
of enquiry ; Wood is permitted to produce his evi- 
dences, which conſiſt, as I have already oblerves, | = 
of four in number, whereof Coleby, B—-, and Eq 
Mr. Finley the banker are three. And theſe were 

to prove that copper money was extremely wanted 
in Ireland. The firſt had been out of the kingdom 
almoſt twenty years, from the time that he was 
tried for robbing the treaſury ; and therefore hi 
knowledge and credibility are equal. Mr. Finley, e 
one of the other witneſſes, honeſtly confeſſed, that 
he was ignorant whether Ireland wanted copper RF 
vr not; but his only intention was to buy a cer- 58 

| tan; 
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ain \ quantity: from Wood at a large diſcount, and 
5 all them as well as he could; by which he hoped 
L., 5 7 to get two or three thouſand pounds for himſelf. 
: Dub ſuppoſe there were not one ſingle half-penny 
copper coin in this whole kingdom, (which Mr. 
Vood ſeems to intend, unleſs we come to his terms, 
appears by employing his emiſſaries to buy up 
Dur old ones at a penny in the ſhilling more than 
| £ Wines paſs for) it could not be any real evil to us, al- 
| 4 though it might be ſome. inconvenience. . We have 
"hs ny ſorts of ſmall ſilver coins, to which they are 
rangers in England; ſuch as the French three- 
A dences, four-pence half-pennies, and eight-pence 
arthings, the Scotch five-pences and ten- pences, 
peſide their twenty-pences and three and four-pen- 
es, by which we are able to make change to a 
£ Half-penny of almoſt any piece of gold or filver; 
ts and if we are driven to the expedient of a ſealed | 
_ 3 Eh ard, with the little gold and ſilver ſtill remaining, 
al 7 St will, I ſuppoſe, be ſomewhat better, than to have 
i. K* Fetling left but Wood's adulterated copper, which 
; 45 de is neither obliged by his patent, nor F HITHERTO 
nd Able by his eſtate, to make good. 
= The report farther tells us, it muſt be ited, 
= at letters patents, under the great ſeal of Great 
om WBritain, for coining copper-money for Ireland are 
vas 2 and obligatory, a juſt and reaſonable exerciſe 
his T1 92 his majeſty's royal prerogative, and in no manner 
1 lerogatory, or invaſive of any liberty or privilege of 
bis ſubjects of Ireland. Firſt, we deſire to know, 
hy bis majeſty's prerogative might not have been 
well aſſerted by paſſing this patent in Ireland, 


and 
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and ſubjecting the ſeveral conditions of the contract 
to the inſpection of thoſe who are ® only concerned, 
as was formerly done in the * only precedents for 
patents granted for coining in this kingdom, fince = 
the mixt money in queen Elizabeth's time, dur- = 
ing the difficulties of a rebellion : whereas now 
upon the greateſt impoſition that can poſſibly be = 
practiſed, we muſt go to England with our com- 
plaints; where it has been for ſome time the faſhion f 
to think, and to affirm, that we cannot be too 
hardly uſed. Again, the report ſays, that ſuch pa- 5 
tents are obligatory. After long thinking, I am L 
not able to find out, what can poſſibly be meant | 
here by this word obligatory. The patent of Wood 
neither obliges him to utter his coin, nor us to 
take it; or if it did the latter, it would be fo far 
void, becauſe no patent can oblige the ſubj eq . 
againſt law ; unleſs an illegal patent paſſed in one 
kingdom, can bind another, and not itſelf. 5 
Laſtly, it is added, that ſuch patents a are in 

no manner derogatory, or invaſive of any liberty 
or privilege of the king's ſubjects. of Ireland. N 
If this propoſition be true, as it is here laid 
down, without any limitation either expreſſed or 
implied, it muſt follow, that A king of England | 
may at any time coin copper money for Ireland, 
and oblige his ſubjects here to take a piece of copper | 
under the value of half a farthing, for half a crown, | 
as was practiſed by the late king James ; and even | 
5 without that arbitrary prince's excuſc, from the | 


-* I; Would be—who * alone* are concerned, both to avoid the 3 
equivoque, and the re petition of the ſame word— + — wi B ; 
next line. 8 
nc- 
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Fre and exigences of his affairs. If this be in 
ho manner derogatory, nor invaſive of any liberties or 
> Prvileges of the ſubjects of Ireland, it ought to have 
2 * een expreſſed what our liberties and privileges 
. are, and whether we have any at all; for, in ſpe- 
1 eifying the word Ireland, inſtead of faying his Ma- 
1 1 | Welty s ſubjects, it would ſeem to inſinuate, that we 
Irre not upon the ſame foot with our fellow- ſubjects 
in England; which, however the practice may 
Have been, I hope will never be directly aſſerted; 
ih for I do not underſtand that Poining's act deprived Y 
3 us of our liberty, but only changed the manner of 
hbaſſing laws here (which however was a power moſt 
Indirectly obtained) by leaving the negative to the 
wo houſes of parliament. But, waving all contro- 
3 Perſies relating to the legiſlature, no perſon, I be- 
lieve, was ever yet ſo bold as to affirm, that the peo- 
ple of Ireland have not the ſame title to the benefits 


ſubjects; and therefore, whatever liberties or 981 
1 ges the ie of 7%, ah " oy 25 common hl 


| | Ther report farther aſſerts, that the 3 are 
many, wherein caſes of great importance to Ireland, 
and which immediately affected the intereſts of that 
ingdom, ſuch as warrants, orders and directions by 
he authority of the king and his predeceſſors, have 
een iſſued under the royal ſign manual, without 

5 4) TY F any 
le- 3 | 8 | 
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any previous reference or advice of his majeſty's offt. 2 . 7 0 
cers of Ireland, which have always had their due "or 
force, and have been punctually complied with, and © | 
ag ng It may be fo, and I am heartily forry for 7 4 
; becauſe it may prove an eternal ſource of dif. 
4 However, among all theſe precedents, © 3 4 

there is not one of a . for coining money er 5 


; Ireland. 


There is nothing has perplexed me more thal 7 x 
this doctrine of precedents. If a job 1s to be done, 1 
and upon ſearching records you find it has been 
done before, there will not want a lawyer to juſti- 5 1 
fy the legality of it by producing his precedents 4 
without ever conſidering the motives and circum. * 
ſtances that firſt introduced them; the neceſſity 
or turbulence, or iniquity of times; the corrup-- na 
tions of miniſters, or the arbitrary diſpoſition 10 30 x 
the prince then reigning. And I have been to 4 
by perſons eminent in the law, that the worſt 1 | | 
tions which human nature is capable of, may be 
juſtified by the ſame doctrine. How the firſt pre. * 
cedents began of determining caſes of the highel 7 
importance to Ireland; an immediately affectin 
its intereſts, without any previpus reference or advice 
to the king's officers here, may ſoon be accounted | Ig 
Before this kingdom was entirely reduced, by = by 
ſubmiſſion of Tyrone in the laſt year of queen Eliza 
| beth's reign, there was a period of four bande : 
years, which was a various ſcene of war and _ 
between the Engliſh pale, and the Iriſh natives; and 
the government of that part of this iſland, which Jay 
in the Englith hands, was, in many things, under 
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the immediate adminiſtration of the king: filyer 
and copper were often coined here among us; and 
d once at leaſt, upon great neceſſity, a mixt or baſe 
oimetal was ſent from England. The reign of king 
{. James I. was employed in ſettling the kingdom ; 
s, after Tyrone's rebellion ; and this nation flouriſh- = 
_— ed extremely till the time of the maſſacre, 164.1. 
In that difficult juncture of affairs, the nobility 
ber ad gentry. coined their own plate here in Dub 
in. 8 8 Hp 
w— By all that I can diſcover, the copper coin . 
Ireland, for three hundred years paſt, conſiſted of 
3 ; 7 mall pence and half-pence ; which particular men 
1. had licence to coin, and were current only within 
” certain towns and diſtricts, according to the perſo- 
| 1 nal credit of the owner, who uttered them, and 
9 Was bound to receive them again, whereof I have 
mo ſeen many ſorts ; neither have I heard of any patent 
1 granted for coining copper for Ireland, till the 
beg reign of king Charles the ſecond, which was in the 
year 1680, to George Leg lord Dartmouth; and 
renewed by king James the ſecond, in the firſt 
a year of his reign (1685) to John Knox. Both pa- 
tents were paſled in Ireland ; and in both, the pa- 
* 5 tentees were bound to receive their coin again, 
5 5 from any that would offer them twenty ſhillin gs of 
L/ 5 it, for which hy - were obliged to pay gold or 
+ © filver. Fa 
E I be patents both of lord Dartmouth and Knox, 
F were referred to the attorney-general here, and a 
5 | report made accordingly ; and both, as I have al- 
e ſaid, were paſſed in this kingdom. Knox 
e 0 
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had only a patent for the remainder of the term 
granted to lord Dartmouth; the patent expired in 
1701, and upon a petition by Roger Moor to have 
it renewed, the matter was referred hither ; and u- 
on the report of the attorney and ſolicitor, that it 
was not for his majeſty” s ſervice, or intereſt of the 7 
nation, to have it renewed, it was rejected by king 
William. It ſhould therefore ſeem very extraor- 7 
dinary, that a patent for coining copper half-pence, 
intended and profeſſed for the good of the kingdom, be 
ſhould be paſſed, without once conſulting. that 
kingdom, for the good of which it is declared to 
to be intended; and this, upon the application of 
a poor, private, obſcure mechanick; and a patent FE 
of ſuch a nature, that as ſoon as ever the kingdom 1 
is informed of its being paſſed, they cry out una- 1 
nimouſly againſt it, as ruinous and deſtructive. 
The repreſentatives of the nation in parliament, 
and the privy- cou incil, addreſs the king to have it 1 
recalled ; yet the patentce, ſuch a one as I have de- 
ſcribed, ſhall prevail to have this patent approved; 
and his private intereſt ſhall weigh down the appli- 7 
cation of a whole kingdom. St. Paul fays, All 1 
things are lawful, but all things are not expedient. | 1 80 
We are anſwer'd, that this patent is lawful : but is E 
it expedient ? We read that the high prieſt faid, 1 7 
was expedient that one man ſhould die for the peo- I ” 
ple; and this was a moſt wicked propoſition : but 15 
that a whole nation ſhould die for one man, Was by 
never heard of n,, A 
But, becauſe much weight is laid on the prece- 3s 
dents of other patents for coining copper for ireland, 9 
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I will ſet this matter in as clear a light as I can. 
Whoever has read the report, will Tag apt to think, 
JE that a dozen precedents at leaſt could be produced 
of copper coined for Ireland, by virtue of patents 
1 paſſed in England, and that the coinage was 
c there too; whereas I am confident, there cannot be 
Y one precedent ſhewn of a patent paſſed in England 
- = ” for coining copper for Ireland, for above a . 
Þ years paſt; and if there were any before, it muſt 
„ bei in times of confuſion. The only patents I could 
t ever hear of, are thoſe already mentioned to lord 
1 Dartmouth and Knox; the former in 1680, and the 
f latter 1 in 1685, Now let us compare theſe patents 
i with that granted to Wood. Firſt, the patent to 
n Knox, which was under the fame conditions as 
1 that granted to lord Dartmouth, was paſſed in Ire- 
e, land; the government, and the attorney and ſolici- 

= tor general, making report that it would be uſeful | 
to this kingdom. 
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The patent Was paſſed with the de of the 
3 king s council here; the patentee was obliged to 
1 receive his coin from thok: who thought themſelves 
bk. ſurcharged, and to give gold and filver for it. 
== Laſtly, the patentee was to pay only 161. 138. 4d. 
per annum to the crown. Then, as to the execu- 
3 ion of that patent; firſt, I find the half-pence 
= were milled, which, as it is of great uſe to prevent 
Th ee e (and therefore induſtriouſly avoided 
ras by Wood) ſo it was an addition to the charge of 
3 10 coinage. And as for the weight and goodneſs of 
the metal, I have ſeveral half-pence now by me, 
1 many of which weigh a ninth part more than thoſe 

1 . 5 cCoined 
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coined by Wood, and bear the fire and hammer a 1 4 
great deal better, and, which is no trifle, the im- 
preſſion is fairer and deeper. I grant indeed that 9 1 
many of the latter coinage, yield in weight to 1 
ſome of Wood's, by a fraud natural to ſuch paten- 1 * 
tees; but not ſo immediately after the grant, ang 
before the coin grew current; for this circumſtance d 
Mr. Wood muſt ſerve for a precedent in future * 
eee, 3 7 1 
Loet us now examine this new patent grantel 5 

to William Wood. It paſſed upon very mal 
n ſuggeſtions of his own, and of a few confederates: 
It paſſed in England without the leaſt wel G 
hither ; it paſſed unknown to the very lord lieute- © 9 7 
nant, then in England. Wood is impowered „ 1 
coin one hundred and eight thouſand pounds, and 
all the officers in the kingdom (civil and wilt . 
are commanded in the report to countenance and L . 
aſſt him. Knox had only power to utter what tel 
would take, and was obliged to receive his coin | 
back again at our demand, and to enter into Se 3 4 
ty for ſo doing. Wood's half - pence are not milled, ; 
and therefore more eaſily counterfeited by himſelf, 
as well as by others. Wood pays a thouſand round 4 5 
per annum for fourteen years; Knox paid ae 5 


fixteen pounds thirteen ſhillings and four-pence pil 


annum for twenty-one years. 1 

It was the report, that ſet me the example off 1 g 
making a compariſon between thoſe two patents, 3 
wherein the committee was grofly mitled b) 
the falſe repreſentation of William Wood; as it“ 0 
was, by another aſſertion, that ſeven hundred tons 
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of copper were coined during the twenty- one years 
of lord Dartmouth's and Knox's patents. Such a 
1 quantity of copper, at the rate of two ſhillings and 
7 74 eight pence per pound, would amount to about a 
# 4 Pundred and ninety thouſand pounds; ; Which was 
1 . very near as much as the current caſh of the king- 
| dom in thoſe days ; yet during that period, Ireland 
was never known to have too much COpper Coin z 
tp and for ſeveral years there was no coining at all: 
beſides, I am aſſured, that upon enquiring into the 
1 cuſtom-houſe- books, all the copper imported into 
this kingdom from 1683 to 1692 which includes 
nn 5 years of the twenty-one (beſide one year al- 
1 i ome for the troubles) did not exceed forty-ſeven 
tons. And we cannot ſuppoſe even that ſmall 
3 E quantity to have been wholly applied to coinage : 
ſo that I believe there was never any compariſon 
J more unluckily made, or ſo deſtructive of the de- 
gn for which it was produced. 
== The pſalmiſt reckons it an effect of God's anger, 
a hen he ſelleth his people for nought, and taketh 
no money for them. That we have greatly of- 
fended God by the wickedneſs of our lives, is not 
do be diſputed: but our king we have not offended 
in word or deed; and although he be God's vice- 
gerent upon earth, he will not puniſh us for any 
offences, except thoſe we ſhall commit againſt his 
legal authority, his ſacred per ſon e God 
ſerve) or the laws of the land. 
33 report is very profuſe i in | arguments, that 
Ireland is in great want of copper money: who 
were the witneſſes to prove it, has been ſhewn al- 
E 4 ready: 
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ready: but, in the name of God, who are to be 1 
judges? does not the nation beſt know its own 
wants? Both houſes of parliament, the privy. WT 
council, and the whole body of the people, declare 
the contrary. Or, Jet the wants be what they 
will, we defire they may not be ſupplied by M. . 
Wood: we know our own wants but too well; . 
they are many, and grievous to be borne, but 75 . 
of another kind. Let England be ſatisfied: a 
things go, they will in a ſhort time have all our 1 
gold and ſilver, and may keep their adulterate cop- "By f 
per at home, for we are determined not to purchaſe 5 Th 
it with our manufactures, which Wood has graci- 
ouſly offered to accept. Our wants are not ſo bad E E. 
1 a hundredth 2 as the method he has Ne 3 na 


. 


in New. England; ind I hope he will meet at then - M 
with an equal reception here ; what that was, | 3 
leave to public intelligence. I am ſuppoſing : 5 i; 
wild caſe; that if there ſhould be any perſons al. 
ready receiving a monſtrous penſion out of this 
kingdom, who were inſtrumental in procuring the | . 
patent, they have either not well conſulted their 
own intereſts, or Wood muſt put more droſs into = 5 
his copper, and ſtill diminiſh its weight. 1 

Upon Wood's complaint, that the officers of the | 15 
king's revenue here, had already given orders to all 
the inferior officers not to receive any of his coin; FT; 
the report ſays that this cannot but be looked upon 1 
as a very extraordinary proceeding, and contrary | 
to the powers given in the patent. The committee | 
ſay, they cannot adviſe his majeſty to give direc- | 3 


. 
i WS. 
. 
r 

2 


1 
N 
* * 


W "1p" 73 


1 11 ceive or utter any of the ald coin, as kids been de- 
L bored ! in the addreſſes of both houſes ; but, on the 
Z Wconirary, they think it both juſt and reaſonable, 
1 1 that the king ſhould immediately give orders to the 
. 15 commiſſioners of the revenue, etc. to revoke all or- 
| 1 ders, etc. that may have been given by them, to 
ZZ hinder or obſtruct the receiving of the ſaid coin. And 
1 accordingly, we are told, ſuch orders are arrived. 
1 ZZ Now this was a caſt of Wood's politicks ; for his 
information was wholly falſe and groundleſs, which 
1 he knew very well; and that the commiſſioners of 
3 24 the revenue here were all, except one, ſent us from 
EF : England, and love their employments too well to 
. have taken ſuch a ſtep: but Wood was wiſe enough 
|: © to conſider, that ſuch orders of revocation would be 
an open declaration of the crown in his favour, 
would put the government here under a difficulty, 
. would make a noiſe, and poſſibly create ſome ter- 
| 1 ror in the poor people of Ireland. And one great 
point he has gained, that although any orders of 
revocation will be needleſs, yet a new order is to 
ir be {ent (and perhaps is already here) to the com- 
0 miſſſioners of the revenue, and all the king's officers 
in Ireland, that Wood's half-pence be ſuffered 
and permitted, without any let, ſuit, trouble, mo- 
Th leſtation, or denial of any of the king's officers or 
= miniſters whatſoever, to paſs, and be received as 
current money by ſuch as ſhall be willing to re- 
ceive them. In this order there is no exception; 
and therefore, as far as I can judge, it includes all 
== officers, both civil and military, from the lord 
1 high 
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high chancellor to a juſtice of peace, and from | ; | 1 : 
the general to an enſign ; ſo that Wood's project is | 1 
not likely to fail for want of managers enough. For 1 
my own part, as things ſtand, I have but little re. 9 9 
gret to find myſelf out of the number; and there. ; 1 ſe 
fore I ſhall continue in all humility to exhort d 1 be 
warn my fellow-ſubjects never to receive or utter 
this coin, which will reduce the kingdom to beg. 41 
gary, by much quicker and 8 ſteps, than bar Ve 
hitherto been taken. 
hut it is needleſs to argue any longer. The © 1) 
matter is come to an iſſue. His majeſty, purſuant 
| to the law, has left the field open between WO dd 
and the kin gdom of Ireland. Wood has liberty to 8 
offer his coin, and we have law, reaſon, liberty, 
and neceſſity to refuſe it. A knaviſh jockey may 
ride an old foundered . about the market, bu 
none are obliged to buy it. 1 hope the words vo- . | | 
luntary, and willing to receive it, will be underſtood 7 7 
and applied in their true natural meaning, as com- 7 , 
monly underſtood by proteſtants. For, if a fierce 2 
captain comes to my ſhop to buy fix yards of ſearlct * 
cloth, followed by a porter laden with a fack of 
Wood s coin upon his ſhoulders; if we are agreed 1 
about the price, and my ſcarlet lies ready cut upon 
the compter; if he then gives me the word of com- E | 
mand to receive my money in Wood's coin, and 
calls me a diſaffected, jacobite dog, for refuſing it : 7 
(although I am as loyal a ſubject as himſelf, and 7 0 
without hire) and thereupon ſeizes my cloth, leav- ö y 
ing me the price in this odious copper, and bids ; 
me take my remedy : in this caſe I ſhall hardly b 
brought 
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7 brought to think, that I am left to my own will. 
15 I ſhall therefore on ſuch occaſions firſt order the 

4 7 porter aforeſaid to go off with his pack; and then 
ſee the money in filver and gold in my poſſeſſion, 
1 before I cut or meaſure my cloth. But, if a com- 
F mon foldier drinks his pot firſt, and then offers 
1 1 5 payment in Wood's half- pence, the landlady may | 
be under ſome difficulty; for, if ſhe complains to 


XZ cluded in this general order for encouraging theſe 
1 half-pence to paſs as current money. If ſhe goes 
F 5 to a juſtice of peace, he is alſo an officer, to whom 
Lo | this general order is directed. I do therefore ad- 
viſe her to follow my practice, which I have alrea- 
5 1 55 begun, and be paid for her goods before ſhe parts 
| 3 J with them. However, I ſhould have been con- 
tent, for ſome reaſons, that the military gentlemen 
4 had been excepted by name; becauſe I have heard 
1 it ſaid, that their diſcipline is beſt confined within 
4 5 their own diſtrict. 
His majeſty, in the See af his anſwer to 
the addreſs of the houſe of lords a gainſt Wood's 
7 coin, is pleaſed to fay, that he will do every thing 
in his power to the ſatisfaction of his people. 
8 It ſhould ſeem, therefore, that the recalling of the 
patent is not to be underſtood as a thing in his 
power. But however, fince the law does not 
= oblige us to receive this coin, and conſequently the 
f | patent leaves it to our voluntary choice, there is 
" | F remaining to preſerve us from ruin, but 
a that the whole kingdom ſhould continue fir 
2 gdom C0 in a firm, 
: | determinate reſolution, never to receive or utter this 
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© his captain or enfign, they are likewiſe officers in- 


the military) come with their exhortations, their | 
arguments, and their eloquence, to perſuade us to 5 5 
find our intereſt in our undoing. Let Wood and 
his accomplices travel about the country with cart. 
loads of their ware, and ſee who will take it off 
their hands; there will be no fear of his being 


ed and permitted without any let, ſuit, trouble, etc. 
to paſs, and be received as current money by ſuch | 
as ſhall be willing to receive the ſame. It is pro- 
| bable, that the firſt willing receivers may be thoſe, 
who muſt receive it whether they will or not, at 
leaſt under the penalty of loſing an office. But the | 
landed undepending men, the merchants, the ſhop- } | 
| keepers, and bulk of the people, I hope, and am | 
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fatal coin. After which, let the officers, to whom | i 
theſe orders are directed (I would willingly except 


. 
If 4 „ 


robbed, for a highwayman would ſcorn to touch . 


2 am only in pain how the commiſſioners of the ; 


revenue will proceed in this juncture; becauſe, 8 . * 
am told, they are obliged by an act of parliament to Wo 
take nothing but gold and filver in payment for his i 


majeſty's cuſtoms : and I think they cannot juſt i 


offer this coinage of Mr. Wood to others, unleſs 5 
they will be content to receive it t themſelves. 1 


5 


adviſes "the prongs to Pry Fee onders to 2 9 
all his officers here, that Wood's coin be ſuffer- | A 3 


almoſt confident, will never receive it. What 
muſt the conſequence be? the owners will ell it | 
for as much as they can get. Wood's —— _ 


will come to be offered for fix a penny (yet then he 8 : w 


will = 


\ 
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ein be a ſufficient gainer) and the neceſſary receiv- 
| ers will be loſers of two thirds in their ſalaries or 
ns 
This puts me in i" of a paſſage I was told 
1 many years ago in England. At a quarter-ſeſſion 
1 in Leiceſter, the juſtices had wiſely decreed to take 
I off a half-penny in a quart from the price of ale. 
One of them, who came in after the thing was de- 
termined, being informed of what had paſſed, ſaid 
Hh hus: Gentlemen, you have made an order, that 
ale ſhould be fold in our county for three half- 
pence a quart ; I deſire you will now make another 
8 to appoint who muſt drink it; for by * 1 
is will not. 
Es 4 I muſt beg leave to caution your lordſhips and 
Jt worſhips in one particular. Wood has graciouſſy 
= promiſed to load us at preſent only with forty 
thouſand pounds of his coin, till the exigencies of 
the kingdom require the reſt. I intreat you will 
never ſuffer Mr. Wood to be a judge of your exi- 
gencies. While there is one piece of filver or gold 
left in the kingdom, he will call it an exigency. 
[He will double his preſent quantum by ſtealth as 
ſoon as he can; he will pour his own raps and 
counterfeits upon us; France and Holland will do 
the ſame; nor will our own coiners at home be 
behind them: to confirm which, I have now in 
my pocket a rap, or counterfeit half-penny, in 
imitation of his; but ſo ill performed, that in my 
conſcience I 8 it is not of his coining. 
ce | = I muſt now defire your lordſhips and worſhips, 
- chat you will give great allowance for this long 
Un- 
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feveral repetitions, which were the effects of haſte, * 


what I had faid before. I think I may affirm, that | 
I have fully anſwered every paragraph in the report; 


is perfectly in the ſpirit of a pleader, who can find 
the moſt plauſible topicks in behalf of his client, 
yet there was no great {kill required, to detect the # 
many miſtakes contained in it ; which, however, are | 7 
by no means to be charged upon the right honour. YZ 4 
able committee, but upon the moſt falſe, impu- . 


upon your minds, although I have mentioned it © 
more than once; that after all the weight laid up- ; 
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undigeſted paper. I find myſelf to have gone into 1 


while new thoughts fell in to add ſomething to 


which * although it be not unartfully drawn, and 4 1 


dent, and fradulent repreſentations of Wood and 
his accomplices. I deſire one particular may dwell | 


= 


on precedents, there is not one produced in the 
whole report of a patent for coining copper in Eng- 3 
land to paſs in Ireland; and only two patents re- 1 5 
ferred to (for indeed there were no more) which 
were both paſſed in Ireland, by references to the 1 
king's council here, both leſs advantageous to the 
coiner than this of Wood ; and in both, ſecurities 
given to receive the coin at every call, and give oli 
and filver in lieu of it. This demonſtrates the molt 
flagrant falſhood and impudence of Wood, by which | N 
he would endeavour to make the right honour- „ 
able committee, his inſtruments (for his own ile 
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Ll. This ſentence is altogether anprdminiaticel © which? here is 1 
nominative without eny verb to which it refers. It ought to hav? 
been in' which, (although it be not, &c) yet there was no great 
Kill required to detect the many e it contained. | 
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bf 0 gal and exorbitant gain) to ruin a e which 
F Fi deſerved quite different treatment. 
2 I am very fenfible, that ſuch a work as I have 
L © undertaken, might have worthily employed a 
much better pen: but when a houſe is attempted 
to be robbed, it often happens the weakeſt in the 
4 family, runs firſt to ſtop the door. All the aſſiſt- 
t, ance I had, were ſome informations from an emi- 
nent perſon ; whereof I am afraid I have ſpoiled a 
few, by endeavouring to make them of a piece with 
my own productions, and the reſt I was not able to 
manage: I was in the caſe of David, who could not 
move in the armour of Saul ; and therefore I rather 
choſe to attack this uncircumciſed Philiſtine (Wood 


I mean) with a ſling and a ſtone. And I may ſay 
for Wood's honour as well as my own, that he 


he reſembles Goliah in many circumſtances, very ap- 
- > plicable to the preſent purpoſe : for, Goliah had a 
227 helmet of braſs upon his head, and he was armed 
with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was 
he © five thouſand ſhekels of braſs, and he had greaves 
he 8 7 of braſs upon his legs, and a target of braſs be- 
i 1 tween his ſhoulders. In ſhort, he was like Mr. 
Wood, all over braſs, and he defied the armies of 
> the living God. Goliah's conditions of combat 
ich! were likewiſe the ſame with thoſe of Wcod : if he 
prevail againſt us, then ſhall we be his ſervants. 
But if it happens that I prevail over him, 1 
nounce the other part of the condition; he ſhall 
never be a ſervant of mine; for I do tot think 
nen him fit to be truſted 1 in any honeſt man's ſhop. 


I will 
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I will conclude with my humble defire and re. 
queſt, which I made in my ſecond letter, that 
your lordſhips and worſhips, would pleaſe to order 
a declaration to be drawn up, expreſling in the 
ſtrongeſt terms your reſolutions never to receive or 

utter any of Wood's half-pence, or farthings ; and 
forbidding your tenants to receive them: that the 

ſaid declaration may be ſigned by as many perſons 

28 poſſible * who have eſtates in this kingdom, 

and be ſent down to your ſeveral tenants aforeſaid. + 

And if the dread of Wood's half-pence ſhould 
continue until next quarter-ſefſions, which I hops 
It will not, the gentlemen of every county wil! 
then have a fair opportunity of declaring — : 1 
them with unanimity and zeal. 1 
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1 am, with the greatef reſpect, 
Mey it pleaſe 55 ur trdſvips and worſhips ) 
your moſt dut iful and 
obedient ſervant, 
Auguſt 25, 1724. KT 1 M. B. ; : 
* A 3 purſuant to this requeſt was ſigned ſoon after by the 5 ; : 


moſt conſiderable perſons of the kingdom, which was univerſally 3 
. and of great uſe. 5 
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LET TER IV 


5 To the whole PEOPLE of 


Li LAN 


20 dear countrymen, 5 


TAVIN G already Written three LETTERS 3 
upon ſo diſagreeable a ſubject as Mr. Wood 8 


8 Ind his half- pence, I conceived my taſk was at an 
end; but I find that cordials muſt be frequently 
1 applied to weak conſtitutions, political as well as 
patural. A people long uſed to hardſhips, loſe by 
degrees the very notions of liberty ; they look upon 
Y themſelves as creatures at mercy, and that all im- 


poſitions laid on them by a ſtronger hand, are, in 


the phraſe of the report, legal and obligatory, 


. Hence proceed that poverty and lowneſs of ſpirit, 
to which a kingdom may be ſubject, as well as a 
3 particular perſon. And when Eſau came fainting 
from the field at the point to die, it is no wonder 
tat he ſold his birth-right for a meſs of pottage. 
3 1 thought I had ſufficiently ſhewn to all who 
Could want inſtruction, by what methods they 


8 3 


ight ſafely proceed, whenever this coin ſhould be 


offered to them: and I believe there has not been, 
for many ages, an example of any kingdom fo 
4 Efirmly united. in a point of great importance, as 


TOLL IK. G Woo: this 


- this of ours is at pr eſent againſt that deteſtabl, © f 71 
fraud. But however, it ſo happens, that ſome N 
weak people begin to be alarmed a- new by rumour; 1 
induſtriouſſy ſpread. Wood preſcribes to the news. F 
mongers in London what they are to write. yu b P 
one of their papers, publiſhed here by ſome obſcur 
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told, that the Papiſts in Ireland have entered ino m 
an aſſociation againſt his coin; although it be no- = 
toriouſly known that they never once offered to ſti; 3 p. 


unexampled loyalty, will never be called in quel = 
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rinter, and certainly with a bad defign, we are „ 


in the matter; ſo that the two houſes of dal 4 I 


ment, the privy-council, the great number of cor. | iS an 
porations, the lord- mayor and aldermen of Dublin, 5 
the grand-juries, and principal gentlemen of oe. 5 
ral counties, are ſtigmatized in a lump under the ; 
| name of Papiſts. 


This impoſtor and his crew do likewiſe give out, 80 


8 that by refuſing to receive his droſs for frerling | ; 3 ti 
we diſpute the en s prerogative, are grown ripe | 
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for rebellion, and ready to ſhake off the depen- as 


ü . 


dency of Ireland upon the crown of England. 0 tif 
To countenance which reports, he has publiſhed 4 % tin 
| paragraph i in another news- paper, to let us know, Fe 


Rs, FSFE 


that the lord-lieutenant is ordered to come over = th: 
immediately to ſettle his half-pence. F ' Be 


U entreat you, my dear countrymen, not to be tro 


under the leaſt concern upon theſe, and the like eve 
rumours, which are no more than the laſt how he! 
of a dog diſſected alive, as I hope he has ſufficient-! me 
: ly been. Theſe calumnies are the only reſerve tha Ki 


is left him. For, ſurely our continued and (almol!} ty, 
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tion for not ſuffering ourſelves to be robbed of all 
1 * we have, by one obſcure ironmonger. 


As to diſputing the king's prerogative, give me 


| 5! Hon to explain to thoſe who are ignorant, what 
9 ſche meaning of that word prerogative, „ 


The kings of theſe realms enjoy ſeveral powers, 


wherein the laws have not interpoſed; ſo they can 
pp make war and peace without the conſent of parlia- 
ment, and this is a very great prerogative ; but, if the 
I 1 parliament does not approve of the war, the king 
muſt bear the charge of it out of his own purſe; 
x and this is as great a check on the crown. So, the 


king has a prerogative to coin money without 


8 : E conſent of parliament : but he cannot compel the £ 


1 5 A 
: 3 


ſubject to take that money, except it be ſterling, 


gold or ſilver; becauſe herein he is limited by law. 
Some princes have indeed extended their preroga- 


tive farther than the law allowed them: wherein, 
4 ee the lawyers of ſucceeding ages, as fond 
dlãs they are of precedents, have never dared to juſ- 
1 1 tify them. But, to ſay the truth, it is only of late 


1 


times that prerogative has been fixed and aſcertained. 
or whoever reads the hiſtory of England, will find 
chat ſome former kings, and thoſe none of the 
| work, have, upon ſeveral occaſions, ventured to con- 
| troul the laws, with very little ceremony or ſcruple, 
| even later than the days of queen Elizabeth. In 
ber reign, that pernicious counſel of ſending baſe 
money hither, very narrowly failed of sg the 
te being complained of by the lord depu- 
ty, the council, and the whole body of the Eng- 

n here: ſo that, ſoon after her death, it was re- 
e called 
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called by her ſucceſſor, and law ful money paid 1 in | 


exchange. 


Hering thus given you ſome notion of what i; g "Tg 
meant by the king's prerogative, as far as a tradeſ. 
man can be thought capable of explaining it,, 


will only add the opinion of the great lord Bacon; 


that, as God governs the world by the ſettled laws 1 
of nature, which he has made, and never tranf. 
cends thoſe laws but upon high, important occa- 
ſions; ſo, among earthly princes, thoſe are the i 
| wiſeſt and the beſt, who govern by the known laws - dl; 
of the country, and ſeldomeſt make uſe of their 
prerogative. 1 : 
Now, here you may ſee, that the vile accuſation = 
of Wood and his accomplices, charging us win 
diſputing the king' s prerogative, by refuſing his = 
braſs, can have no place ; becauſe compelling the 
ſubject to take any coin, which is not ſterling, 15 1 
no part of the king's prerogative; and I am ven 
confident, if it were fo, we ſhould be the laſt of 
his people to diſpute it; as well from that inviolabk 
loyalty we have always paid to his majeſty, as from 
the treatment we might 1 in ſuch a caſe juſtly exped Ha 
from ſome, who ſeem: to think we have neither: 
common ſenſe nor common ſenſes. But, God be 
| thanked, the beſt of them are only our fellow E 
ſubjects, and not our maſters. One great merit [| 
am ſure we have, which thoſe of Engliſh birth ; 
can have no pretence to, that our anceſtors reduced 
this kingdom to the obedience of England; for 3 
which we have been rewarded with a worſe climate, 
the privilege of being governed by laws to which 2 
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e do not. conſent, a ruined trade, a houſe of 


peers without juriſdiction, almoſt an incapacity for 
4 all employments, and the dread of Wood's halfpence. 


But we are ſo far from diſputing the king's pre- 


by rogative | in coining, that we own he has power to 
give a patent to any man for ſetting his royal image 
and ſuperſcription upon whatever materials he 
= pleaſes ; - and liberty to the patentee to offer them 
In any country from England to Japan, only attended 


ith one ſmall limitation, that nobody alive is o- 


s liged to take them. 


Upon theſe conſiderations, TY was ever 3 all 


3 "recourſe to England for a remedy againſt the preſent 
impending evil; eſpecially when I obſerved, that 
1 "the addreſſes of both houſes, after long expeCtance 


produced nothing but a REPORT altogether in fa- 


vour of Wood; upon which I made ſome obſer- 
3 1 vations in a former letter, and might at leaſt have 


made as many more; for it is a paper of as ſingu- 
lar a nature as I ever beheld. | 


7 But I miſtake ; for, before this report was made, 


his majeſty $ moſt gracious anſwer to the houſe of 


1 lords was ſent over and printed; wherein are theſe 
. words, granting the patent for coining half-pence 
and farthings, AGREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE OP 
Eris ROYAL PREDECESSORS, etc. That king Charles 
I II. and king James II. (and Tury ONLY) did 


grant patents for this purpoſe, is indiſputa- 
ble, and I have ſhown it at large. Their pa- 
© tents were paſſed under the great ſeal of Ireland, 


F * references to Ireland, the copper to be coined 


in Ireland; the patentee was bound, on demand, 
G 3 tg 


86 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 


to receive his coin back in Ireland; and pay al. 3 1 H 


ver and gold in return. Wood's patent was made 
under the great ſeal of England, the braſs coinel 


in England, not the leaſt reference made to Ire. 3 
land; the ſum immenſe, and the patentee under 


no obligation to receive it again, and give 60 
money for it. This I only mention, becauſe, in 
my private thoughts, I have ſometimes made 2 
query, whether the penner of thoſe words in his 
majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer, AGREEABLE T0 
' THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDECESSORS, ha «| 
maturely conſidered the ſeveral circumſtances, 


which, in my peer Opinion, ſeem to make a dif. 
ference. | 


Let me now fay fomething concerning the other 


great cauſe of ſome people's fear, as Wood has 
taught the London news-writer to expreſs it, that 
his excellency the lord- lieutenant 1 is coming over 0 
| ſettle Wood's half-penſe. 

We know very well, that the lords lieutenants 
for ſeveral years paſt, have not thought this king- 
dom worthy the honour of their reſidence, jorge 
than was abſolutely neceſſary for the king's buſineſs; | 
which, conſequently, wanted no ſpeed in the dil. 
patch. And therefore it naturally fell into wel 
men's thoughts, that a new governour, coming at 


an unuſual time, muſt portend ſome unuſual buſi. . I 
neſs to be done; eſpecially if the common report 4 


be true, that tha parliament, prorogued to I know 


not when, is by a new ſummons, revoking that pro- x 


rogation, to aſſemble ſoon after his arrival; for 
which extraordinary proceeding, the lawyers on 


t other 
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Z * 'other ide the water, have, by great * fortune, 
found two precedents. 

All this being granted, it can never enter into my 
head, that ſo little a creature as Wood, could find 
I WM. edit enough with the king and his miniſters, to 
0 haue the lord- lieutenant of Ireland ent hither in a 
. hurry upon his errand. 

For, let us take the whole matter nakedly, a as it 
lies before us, without the refinements of ſome peo- 
: I ple, with which we have nothing to do. Here is 
| þ patent granted under the great ſeal of England, 
Wy upon falſe ſuggeſtions, to one William Wood, for 
1. 1 n copper half-pence for Ireland: the parlia- 
= ment here, upon apprehenſions of the worſt conſe- 

© quences from the ſaid patent, addreſs the king to 
have it recalled : this is refuſed, and a committee 
of the privy-council report to his majeſty, that 
Wood has performed the conditions of his patent. 
* He then is left to do the heſt he can with his half. 
3 | Y | pence, no man being obliged to receive them; the 
| |: people here, being likewiſe left to themſelves, unite 
1 as one man, reſolving they will have nothing to do 
£1 a $ with his ware, By this plain account of the fact, 
litt is manifeſt, that the king and his miniſtry are 
= wholly out of the caſe, and the matter is left to 
== de diſputed between him and us. Will any man 
therefore attempt to perſuade me, that a lord-lieu- 
tenant js to be diſpatched over in great haſte before 
te ordinary time, and a parliament ſummoned by 
>| > anticipating a prorogation, merely to put a hundred 
= BB | thouſand pounds into the pocket of a ſharyer, by 
n the ruin of a moſt loyal ingot — 
= _——, Bur 


MN {7 
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But ſuppoſing all this to be true: by what ar. 1 + 
guments could a lord lieutenant prevail on the ſame 9 15 
parliament, which addreſſed with ſo much zeal 
and earneſtneſs againſt this evil, to paſs it into a . 
law? I am ſure their opinion of Wood and his 
; project are not mended ſince their laſt prorogation: 3 ; 
and, ſuppoſing thoſe methods ſhould be uſed, which E : 
detractors tell us have been ſometimes put in Prac- 1 
tice for gaining votes, it is well known, that in 
this kingdom there are few employments to be 
given; and if there were More, it is as well known + 
to whoſe ſhare they muſt fall. 1 
But, becauſe great numbers of you are altogether 1 
ignorant of the affairs of your country, I will tel! 
you ſome reaſons why there are fo few employ- -- 
ments to be diſpoſed of in this kingdom. Al” T4 
conſiderable offices for life here are poſſeſſed by a; 
thoſe, to whom the reverſions were granted ; and 1 
theſe have been generally followers of the chief 4 
governors, or perſons who had intereſt in te 
court of England: fo the lord Berkely of Strat. 
ton holds that great office of maſter of the roll 
the lord Palmerſtown is firſt remembrancer, wort 
near 20001. per annum. One Dodington, ſecre- tha 
tary to the earl of Pembroke, begged the reverſion 
of clerk of the pells worth 25o0l. a year, which Mm 
he now enjoys by the death of the lord Neu- 
town. Mr. Southwell is ſecretary of ſtate, and mi 
the earl of Burlington lord high treaſurer of Ire. 
land by inheritance. Theſe are only a few among n 
many others, which I have been told of, but 3 
cannot remember. N ay, the reverſion of even 3 2 
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Wenployment during pleaſure, is granted the ſame 
1 ay. This, among many others, is a circum- 
ſtance, whereby the kingdom of Ireland is diſ- 
9 ginguiſhed from all other nations upon earth, and 
males it fo difficult an affair to get into a civil 
| employ, that Mr. Addiſon was forced to purchaſe 
an old obſcure place, called keeper of the records 
S in Bermingham's tower, of ten pounds a year, and 
Fo get a falary of 400l. annexed to it, though all 
£ | By records there are not worth half-a-crown either 
n for curioſity or uſe. And we lately ſaw * a favourite 
ſlecretary deſcend to be maſter of the revels, which 
by his credit and extortion he has made pretty 
13 | onfiderable. © I fay nothing of the under-treaſurer- 
= ſhip, worth about goool. a year, nor of the com- 
miſſioners of the revenue, four of whom generally 


d granted in reverſion. But the jeſt is, that I have 
ef known, upon occaſion, ſome of theſe abſent officers 
he as keen againſt the- intereſt of Ireland, as if they 
u had never been indebted to her for a ſingle 
Is; Eroat. 


I confeſs I Koo been ſometimes tempted to wiſh, 
that this project of Wood might ſucceed ; becauſe 


100 I reflected with ſome pleaſure, what a jolly crew 
ich it would bring over among us of lords and ſquires, 
W. penſioners of both ſexes, and officers civil and 
and 


alltag, where we ſhould live together as merry 
re. and ſociable as beggars; only with this one abate- 
1 dent, that we ſhould neither have meat to feed, 


l. Hopkins, ſecretary to the duke of Grafton, — 


ive in England; for I think none of theſe are 
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nor manufactures to cloath us, unlefs we could be FT” 
content to prance about 1n coats of mail, or ext | My 
braſs as oſtriches do iron. 1 5 
I return from this digreſſion to that which gay. i. 
me the occaſion of making it: and I biw you nt 
are now convinced, that if the parliament of Ire. . 
land were as temptable as any other aſſembly wit. 
in a mile of Chriſtendom (which God forbid) ya 7 
the managers muſt of neceſſity fail, for want of . 
| fools to work with. But I will yet go one ſtep 7 
farther, by ſuppoſing that a hundred new em. 
ployments were erected, on purpoſe to egratify I p 
- compliers ; ; yet ſtill an inſuperable difficulty would! 
remain. For it happens, I know not how, tha 7 
money 1s neither whig nor tory, neither of tour A 
nor country party; and it is not improbable, ta 
a gentleman would rather chooſe to live upon his 
oven eſtate, which brings him gold and ſilve, 
than with the addition of an employment, When 1 
his rents and ſalary muſt both be paid in Wool: 
braſs, at above eighty per cent. diſcount. = 
For theſe, and many other reaſons, I am conf. : 
5 dent you need not be under the leaſt apprehenſion 
from the ſudden expectation of the lord lieut- 
nant *, while we continue in our preſent hearty di 
poſition , to alter wh ich, no ſuitable temp tation! =. | 
can poſſibly be offered. And if, as I have often i 
aſſerted from the beſt authority, the law has nd 2 
left a power in the crown to force any moneſ 3 
except ſterling, upon the ſubject; much leſs cat. 
the crown devolve ſuch a power upon another. 


* Lord Carteret, afterwards Earl Granville. 


N . or 


his I ſpeak with the utmoſt reſpect to the 
erſon and dignity of his excellency the lord Car- 
tteret, whoſe character was lately given me by a 
MF gentleman that has known him from his firſt ap- 
F | in the world: that gentleman deſcribes 
- him as a young man of great accompliſhments, 
1 + excellent learning, regular in his life, and of much 
3 41 ſpirit and vivacity, He has ſince, as I have heard, 
been employed abroad; was principal ſecretary of 
tate; and is now about the thirty-ſeventh year 
9 pf his age appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland. 
From ſuch a governor, this kingdom may rea- 
ſonably hope for as much proſperity, as, under ſo 
hu 3 Pau diſcouragements, it can be capable of re- 
, 7 | Y eivin g. | 
8 It is true indeed, dt” within the memory of 
man, there have been governors of ſo much dex- 
ſdterity, as to carry points of terrible conſequence to 
this kingdom, by their power with thoſe who are 
In office; and by their arts in managing or delud- 
i 2 Ing others with oaths, affability, and even with 
"0 Ginners. If Wood's braſs had, in thoſe times, 
ppeen upon the anvil, it is obvious enough to 
conceive what methods would have been taken. 
Depending perſons would have been told in plain 
terms, that it was a ſervice expected from them, 
1 nder the pain of the public buſineſs being put 
3 nto more complying hands. Others would be 
allured by promiſes. To the country gentlemen, 
; LY ide good words, burgundy, and cloſeting, it 
ight perhaps have been hinted, how kindly it 
> ould be taken to comply with a royal patent, 
' although 
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although it were not compulſory: that if any in. 


conveniences enſued, it might be made up With 8 
other graces or favours hereafter: that gentlemen Th 
ought to conſider, whether it were prudent or faf: 3 
to diſguſt England: they would be deſired to 8 
think of ſome good bills for encouraging of trade, 1 
and ſetting the poor to work; ſome farther act; 3 | q 
againſt popery, and for uniting proteſtants. There 
Would be ſolemn engagements, that we ſhould 7 vi 
never be troubled with above forty thouſand pound? 
in his coin, and all of the beſt and weightieſt fort, 
for which we ſhould only give our manufacture, {a 
in rm of and keep our gold and filver at home. 1 
ſeaſonable report of ſome invaſion would 

have been ſpread in the moſt proper JunRture | Z 
which is a great ſmoother of rubs in public pr pro- 


ceedings : : and we ſhould have been told, that thi 5 


was no time to create differences, when the King- er 
dom was in danger. = 
Theſe, I fay, and the like methods; would, i in n 
corrupt times, have been taken, to let in this de. r 
luge of braſs among us. And I am confident, 
even then, would not have ſucceeded ; much leß 8” 
under the adminiſtration of fo excellent a perſon 2% 
as the lord CARTERET ; and in a country where 
the people of all ranks, parties, and denominations, 8 
are convinced, to a man, that the utter undoing * 
of themſelves and their poſterity for ever, will bi It 
dated from the admiſſion of that execrable coin: 
that if it once enters, it can be no more confined 
to a ſmall or moderate quantity, than a plague 
can be confined to a few families; and that uw 8 
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Bp qu 'valent can be given by any earthly power, any 
Y More than a dead carcaſe can be recovered to life 


1 by a cordial. 
w»ͤ',There is one comfortable circumſtance in this 


1 univerſal oppoſition to Mr. Wood, that the people 
ſent over hither from England, to fill up our va- 
; 8 cancies, eccleſiaſtical, civil; and military, are all 
= n our ſide. Money, the great divider of the 


dx Forld, has, by a ſtrange revolution, been the 
b preat uniter of a moſt divided people. Who 


would leave a hundred pounds a year in England 
= a country of freedom) to be paid a thouſand in 
e. Treland out of Wood's exchequer? The gentle- 
127 dan they have lately made primate *, would 
never quit his ſeat in an Engliſh houſe of lords, 
0 20 his preferments at Oxford and Briſtol, worth 
W twelve hundred pounds a year, for four times the 
9 denomination here, but not half the value; there- 
fore I expect to hear he will be as good an Irith- 
man, at leaſt upon this one article, as any of 
bis brethren, or even of us, who has had the 
nt, musfortune to be born in this iſland. For, thoſe, 
—pyho in the common phraſe do not come hither to 
earn the language, would never change a better 
: 15 NY: for a worſe, to receive braſs inſtead of 


| by | Trp IS, > 6g ny oppoſing 3 we e an 


in: znclination to ſhake off our dependence upon the 
nei crown of En gland. Pray obſerve how important 
„ perſon is this fame William W. ood ; „ and how 


C Doctor Flogh Boulter, 
8 the 
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the public weal of two kingdoms is involved in BZ . 
his private intereſt. Firſt, all thoſe who refuſe 
to take his coin are papiſts ; for he tells us, that 
none but papiſts are aſſociated againſt him. Se. 
condly, they diſpute the king's prerogative. Third. , 
ly, they are ripe for rebellion. And, fourthly, 1 1 
they are going to ſhake off their dependence ups 
the crown of England; that is to ſay, they ae 
going to chooſe another king; for there can be 
no other meaning in this Expreſſion, however ſome 
may pretend to ſtrain it. 8 
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And this gives me an opportunity of explain 7 
5 ing, to thoſe who are ignorant, another point, 
which has often ſwelled in my breaſt. Thok 

who come over hither to us from England, anl e 
ſome weak people among ourſelves, whenever i 8 
: diſcourſe we make mention of liberty and property,” r 

ſhake their heads, and tell us, that Ireland is: 

depending kingdom; as if they would ſeem bj; 


this phraſe to intend, that the people of Ireland an "Wy 


in ſome ſtate of ſlavery or dependence different fron 
thoſe of England : whereas a depending kingdom i 3 | 
a modern term of art, unknown as I have hea 
to all ancient civilians, and writers upon govern: 3 5 
ment; and Ireland is, on the contrary, called u 

ſome ſtatutes an imperial crown, as held only fron 
God; which is as high a ſtyle as any kingdom 
capable of receiving. Therefore, by this expreſſio, 

a depending kingdom, there is no more to be uM 
derſtood, than that by a ſtatute made here in th i 
thirty-third year of Henry VIII, the king, and hi 8 
ſucceſſors, are to be kings imperial of this realm 


4 as united and knit to the imperial crown of Eng- 
1 6 — without finding any law that makes Ireland 


Ko 9 4 
3 ”; 


does upon Ireland. We have indeed obliged our- 


LETTER IV. 95 


I have looked over all the Engliſh and Irith 


depend upon England, any more than England | 


ſelves to have the ſame king with them; ind con- 


4 ſequ ently they are obliged to have the ſame king 
with us. 
parliament; and our anceſtors then were not ſuch 
fools (whatever they were in the preceding reign) 


For the law was made by our own 


Y 2 o bring themſelves under I know not what de- 
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pendence, which is now talked of, without any 
; ound of law, reaſon, or common ſenſe. 

VL et whoever think otherwiſe, I, M. B. drapier, i 
I Fefe to be excepted: for I declare, next under 
in 
1 on the laws of my own country. 
is 1 Far from depending upon the people of England, 
b that if they ſhould ever rebel againſt my ſovereign 
Wi 25% N RE | 


God, I depend only on the king my ſovereign, and 
And I am fo 


8 


2 ©: : Rec, - 1 1 venture to ghee that | 


00 Matute ſo far, as to loſe every drop of my blood to 
2M 'Y Pinder him from being king of Ireland *. 


fon, 8 


It is true indeed, that within the memory of 


n 1. bf umed the power of binding this kingdom by 
a 


„ 
>> 

l My * 
r 

4 W N 

ö * 
** 8 8 
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man, the parliaments of En gland have ſometimes 


aws enacted there; wheredh they were at firit 


See Letter V. 


openly 


This paragraph gave great offence 
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openly oppoſed (as far as truth, reaſon, and Juſtice Mo | 
are capable of oppoſing) by the famous Mr. Vie. 
lineux, an Engliſh gentleman born here, as well z => 
by ſeveral of the greateſt patriots and beſt Whigs 5 1 
in England; but the love and torrent of power pre. 
vailed. Indeed the arguments on both ſides wer: 
invincible. For, in reaſon, all government with. ; Z F 
out the conſent of the governed is the very defini. *$ 
tion of ſlavery : but in fact, eleven men well armed 
will certainly ſubdue one ſingle man in his ſhirt, 3 
But I have done: for thoſe who have uſed pows *# 
to cramp liberty, have gone ſo far as to reſent eva FP 
the liberty of complaining ; although a man upon 
the rack was never known to be refuſed the lber a" 
of roaring as loud as he thought fit. = 
And as we are apt to fink too much under unte. © 

| fonable fears, ſo we are too ſoon inclined to bb *» 
raiſed by groundleſs hopes, according to the natur: 
.of all conſumptive bodies like ours. Thus it hy 8 
been given about for ſeveral days paſt, that ſome- 9 
body in England empowered a ſecond ſomebody, He 
to write to a third ſomebody here, to aſſure us thi 8 
We ſhould no more be troubled with theſe half. 1 
pence. And this is reported to have been done bj 8 
the * ſame perſon, who is ſaid to have ſworn ſom f 
months ago, that he would ram them down ther 
_ throats, though I doubt they would ſtick in our ſto * 
machs: but hi. ever of theſe reports be true s 
falſe, it is no concern of ours. For, in this point 8 
ve have nothing to do with Engliſh miniſters : and 
. I ſhould be ſorry to leave it in their power to redreßs 


* Mr, Walpole, afterwards E. of Orford, 
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"A Ind his journeymen, 
Ak printed here, and our cou trymen could be per- 
: funded to read them, they v. 
2 Wt deſign, more than 111 U ſhall ever be able 
1 e of what he appears to be, from the 
Pritings of thoſe w hom he hires to juſtify his pro- 
ect. But he is ſo far maſter of the field (let others 
gueſs the reaſon) that no London printer dare pub- 
kh any paper written in favour of Ireland: and 
3 here nobody has yet been ſo bold as to publiſh any 


7 +5 in eh of him. 


3 4 is grievance, or to enforce it; for the report of 
f 6 he committee has given me a ſurſcit, 
| Th wholly in your own hands; and therefore I have 

figreſled a little, in order to refreſh and continue 
hat ſpirit ſo ſeaſonably raiſed among you; and to 

Et you ſee, that by the laws of Gop, of NaTuRE, 
1 $f NaTtons, and of your CoUnNTRY, you ARE 
.= and oUGnrT to be as FREE a pe eople as your brethren | 


The remedy 


England. 5 
II the pamplilets publ. ſhed at London n by Wood 


in deſence of his cauſe, were 


ould convince you of his 


In ſhort, I make him a perfect ſaint, in 


near fifty pages, ritten in e of Mr. Wood 


Id his coinage, printed in London: it is not worth 
ſwering, becauſe probably 1 it will never be pub- 
Aſhed here. 


But it gave me occaſion to reflect upon 
unhappineſs we lie under, chat the people of 


Ingland are utterly ignorant of our caſe; which 
: Nowever is no wonder, fince it is a point they do 
| i in the leaſt concern themſclves about, farther 
I an perhaps as a tubject of diſcourſe in a cofice- 


3 Vor. IX. II 


ho aſe. 
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houſe, when they have nothing elſe to talk of N : 
For I have reaſon to believe, that no miniſter ever | 9 1 
gave himſelf the trouble of reading any payer BY Fe 
written in our defence, becauſe I ſuppoſe their Pf 3 F 
nions are already determined, and are formed whol- 
; ly upon the reports of Wood and his accomplices, | 
elſe it would be impoſſible that any man coul 5 
have the impudence to write ſuch a pamphlet as : I 
have mentioned. = 
Our neighbours, whoſe underſtandings are jus F 
upon a level with ours, (which perhaps are none Y 


of the brighteſt) have a ſtrong contempt for molt | 
nations, but eſpecially for Ireland. They look e 
upon us as a ſort of ſavage Iriſh, whom our an- ten 


ceſtors conquered ſeveral hundred years ago. And i 4 
. if I ſhould deſcribe the Britons to you as they were 1 a” 
in Czfar's time, when they painted their bodies, or 
cloathed themſelves with 5 ſkins of beaſts, i 
| ſhould act full as reaſonably as they do. However, 2: 
they are ſo far to be excuſed in relation to the pre- 5 9 
ſent ſubject, that hearing only one ſide of the cauſe, 4 4 
and having neither opportunity nor curioſity to ex- S A 
amine the other, they believe a lie merely for then 
eaſe; and conclude, becauſe Mr. Wood pretends to by 
power, he has alſo reaſon on his fide. mo 


Therefore, to let you ſee how this caſe is ep. 
ſented in England by Wood and his adherents, 1 
have thought it proper to extract out of that pam- Þ 
phlet, a few of thoſe notorious falſhoods, in pont 
of fact and reaſoning, contained therein; the know- 
ledge whereof will confirm my countrymen in their 
own right ſentiments, when they will fee, by 

5 com- 


2 omparing both, how much their enemies are in 
the wrong. 
9 ; ; Firſt, the writer poſitively aſſerts, that Wood's 
= half-pence were current among us for ſeveral 
months, with the univerſal approbation of all 8 
3 plc, without one ſingle gainſayer; : and we all to a 
| man, thought ourſelves happy in having them. 
1 = Secondly, he affirms, that we were drawn into 
edillike of them only by ſome cunning, evil-de- 
15 men among us, who oppoſed this patent of : 
3 Wood to get another for themſelves. _ 
b 3 | Thirdly, that thoſe who moſt declared at firſt 
lend Wood's patent, were the very men who in- 
- | : Lend to get another for their own advantage. 
r ourthly, that our parliament and privy=council, 
Ie lord- mayor and aldermen of Dublin, the grand 
Vouries and merchants, and in ſhort the whole king- 
dom, nay, the very dogs (as he expreſſes it) were 
fond of thoſe half - pence, till they were inflamed | 
e- 5 thoſe few deſigning perſons aforeſaid. 
| | 2 Fifthly, he ſays directly, that all thoſe who op- 
x. |< = poſed the half-pence, were r and « enemies to 
«| king George. 
to . 1 Thus far I am confident, the moſt ignorant a= 
mong you, can ſafely ſwear, from your own know- 
= 74 that the author is a moſt notorious liar in every 
= article; the direct contrary being ſo manifeſt to 
| the whole kingdom, that, if occaſion required, we 
int | bp get it confirmed under five hundred thou- 
Hr hands. 
Sixthly, he would perſuade us, that if we ſell 
R {billings worth of our goods or manufactures 


es 
8 
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for two ſhillings and four-pence worth of copper E | 
although the copper were melted down, and tha 
we could get five ſhillings in gold and filver for the 
ſaid goods; yet to take the ſaid two ſhillings and“ 5 
four- pence in 1 would be greatly for our ad- : 
vantage. E | 
And, laſtly, he makes us a very fair offer, a 
empowered by Wood, that if we will take off two 1 
hundred thouſand pounds in his half-pence for our 
goods, and likewiſe pay him three per cent. inte- 9 © 
reſt for thirty; years for a hundred and twenty thou- 
fand pounds (at which he computes the coinage Pm 
above the intrinſic value of the copper) for the loan | 
of his coin, he will after that time give us g99 
money for what half-pence will be then left. 2 
Let me place this offer in as clear a light as [ E A 
can, to ſhew the inſupportable villainy and impu- 
dence of that incorrigible wretch. Firſt (ſays he) E 2 
I will fend two hundred thouſand pounds of my : 2 3 
coin into your country: the copper I compute to be, I | 
in real value, eighty thouſand pounds, and I charge ab 
you with a hundred and twenty thouſand pounds ſh; 
for the coinage ; fo that you ſee, I lend you a hun- 
dred and twenty thouſand pounds for thirty years; Þ E 
for which you ſhall pay me three per cent. that is Ju 
to fay, three thouſand fix hundred pounds per an- 
num, which in thirty years will amount to an hun- 
dred and eight thouſand pounds. And when the 
thirty years are expired, return me my erg and 
I will give you good money for it. ot 
This is the propoſal made to us by Wood in ; Er 
that pamphlet, written by one of his colnmntifionce = 
and 


'E L-17-E K.- TV. — 1 
and the author is ſuppoſed to be the ſame infamous 


t 2B Coleby, one of his under-ſwearers at the com- 


IT treaſury here, where he was an under-clerk. 


By this propoſal, he will firſt, receive two hun- 


9 
7 r $ 
8 r . 
5 . 
ee e e 0 * 99 


much copper as he values at eighty thouſand pounds, 
but in reality not worth thirty thouſand pounds. 
"XZ Secondly, he will receive for intereſt a hundred 


— 
— 
5 


come thirty years hence to return his half-pence 


will very reaſonably reje ject them as raps and counter- 


2 his own coinage. 


FF reckoning ; wherein if you diſpute- the e unreaſon- 


7 ſhall bring it up every time with new ad itions. 


1 mittee of council, who was tried for robbing the 


dired thouſand pounds in goods or ſterling, for as 


and eight thouſand pounds : and when our children 


| 3 upon his executors (for before that time he will be 
4 probably gone to his own place) thoſe executors 


. . feits, which they will be, and millions of them of | 


” Methinks I am fond of ſuch a dealer as this, 
T | who mends every day upon our. hands like a Dutch 


d 


i I ableneſs and exorbitance of the bill, the andlord 


in- | 9 Although theſe, and the like pamphlets, pub 


s; liſhed by Wood in London are altogether unknown 


bere, where no body could read them without as 


m. much indignation, as contempt would allow; yet, 


I thought it proper to give you a ſpecimen how the 
man employs his time, where he rides alone with- 
aut any creature to contradi&t him; while our 


FEW FRIENDS there wonder at our filence : and the 
in En 00D 5 in — if they think of this matter at 
$i — Gi "13 


1 85 worſt. 
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all, impute our refuſal to wilfulneſs or diflaffec. |  - 
tion, juſt as Wood and his hirelin gs are e pleaſed to 
repreſent. e oy E 

But although our arguments are not ſuffered to 
be printed in England, yet the conſequence will be 1 
of little moment. Let Wood endeavour to per. 9 
ſuade the people there, that we ought to receive | 
his coin; and let me convince our people here, us 
that they ought to reject it, under pain of our 7 3 the 
utter nndoing ; and then let him do his beſt and his Vit 


| Before 1 conclude, I muſt bes leave, in all hu- of 
mility, to tell Mr. Wood that he is guilty of great 4 i 
indiſcretion, by cauſin g fo honourable a name as M. 
that of Mr. Walpole, to be mentioned fo often, 7 his 
and in ſuch a manner, upon this occaſion. A ſhort ſhe 
paper printed at Briſtol, and reprinted here, report is 
Mr Wood to fay, that he wonders at the i impu- m 
dience and inſolence of the Iriſh in refuſing his coin, tir 
and what he will do when Mr. Walpole comes to I | 
town. Where, by the way, he is miſtaken ; for we 
it is the true Engliſh people of Ireland os. pa 
fuſe it, although we take it for granted, that po US {or 
Iriſh will do ſo too whenever they are aſked. In the 
znother printed paper of his contriving, it 18 cate : A Kit 
expreſſed, that Mr. Walpole will cram his bras Þ is 
don our throats. Sometimes it is given out, that po 
we muſt either take thoſe half-pence, or eat our = 
brogues : and in another news-letter, but of yeſ. it 
terday, we read, that the ſame great man has ſworn WY th 
to make us fwallow his coin in fire-balls, | S 
3 . FM 
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This brings to my mind the known ſtory of a 


| i cotchman, who receiving the ſentence of death 

| = with all the circumſtances of hanging, beheading, 
0 ; are, emboweling, and the like, cried out, 
e What need all this Cook ER Y and I think we 


; Tory 


Th have reaſon to aſk the ſame queſtion ; for, if we 
l believe Wood, here is a dinner getting ready for 
| I us; and you ſee the bill of fare; and I am ſorry 
r | Y the drink was forgot, which might Ay be ſupplied 
{| Y with melted lead 50 flaming pitch. 

[ 3 What vile words are theſe to put into the mouth > 
orf a great counſellor, in high truſt with his ma- 
t | 4550 and looked upon as a prime miniſter? If 


f 


8 N 3 Mr. Wood has no better a manner of repreſenting 
1 his patrons, when I come to be a great man, he 
+ | ball never be ſuffered to attend at my levee, This 
«| E is not the ſtyle of a great miniſter ; it favours too 


ho nuch of the kettle and the furnace, and came en- 
'| Y crcly out of Wood's forge. 
0 L As for the threat of making 1 us eat our + brogues, 


| wie need not be in pain ; for, if his coin ſhould 
*y 58, that unpolite covering for the feet would no 
ge longer be a national ceprogeh 3 becauſe then we 


n ſhould have neither ſhoe nor brogue left in the 
'| r comp But here the falſhood of Mr. Wood 
is fairly detected; for I am confident Mr. Wal- 


it bi never ficafd of a brogue in his whole life, 
Ir As to ſwallowing theſe half-pence in fire-balls, 
-| it is a ſtory equally improbable. For, to execute 


n 55 operation, the whole ſtock of Mr. Wood's coin 
and metal muſt be melted down, and moulded into 
Y bcltow balls with wild-fire, 1 no bigger than a rea- 


H 4 fonable 
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ſonable throat may be able to ſwallow. Now, the 
metal he has prepared, and already coined, will | 


amount to at leaſt fifty millions of half-pence to N g 


be ſwallowed by a million and a half of people; ſo 


that, allowing two half-pence to each ball, there f \ 
will be about ſeventeen balls of wild-fire a- piece 5 


to be ſwallowed by every perſon in the kingdom; 


and to adminiſter this doſe, there cannot be con- 


veniently fewer than fifty thouſand operators, al- 


lowing one operator to every thirty ; which, con- L | 
ſidering the ſqueamiſhneſs of ſome ſtomachs, and  K 
the peeviſhneſs of young children, is but reaſon. | 


able. Now, under correction of better judgments, 


1 think the trouble and charge of ſuch an experi- F 
ment would exceed the profit ; ; and therefore I take 
this report to be f ſpurious, or, at leaſt, only a new FE 
ſcheme of Mr. Wood himſelf ; which, to make [ 
it paſs the better in Ireland, he would father upon 


a miniſter of ſtate. OY 
But I will now demonſtrate, beyond all contra- 


_ diction, that Mr. Walpole is againſt this projet 
of Mr. Wood, and is an entire friend to Ireland, Þ 
only by this one invincible argument ; that he has Þ 


the univerſal opinion of being a wiſe man, an able 
miniſter, and in all his proceedings purſuing the 
true intereſt of the king his maſter : and that as 
his integrity 1s above all corruption, fo is his for- 
tune above all temptation, I reckon, th therefore, 
we are perfectly ſafe from that corner, and ſhall 
never be under the neceſſity of contending with fo 
formidablea power, but be left to — our brogues 


and 


n 


9 5 
at 
Wh 
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1 5 * end potatoes in peace, as * remote from thunder as 


we are from Jupiter. 


Tan, my dear countrymen, 


* our bring fellw-ſubjed, 


fellow-ſufferer, and 


humble ſervant, 


3 5 U : bo 1 55 1 8 ; . J ? ; © EY s ; 
2 Ocob. 13, 1724. M. B. 
We "WO ST 0 : a 3 ; | : <p 2 4 
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* ; 


o Procul 4 Jore, procul 2 fulmine, | 


. ; | Upon the deal of lord Set "Grad after the publication of this 


letter, a proclamation was publiſhed by his excellency and council, 
offering a reward of three hundred pounds for diſcovering the au- 


> thor. Harding the printer was impriſoned, and a bill of indictment 


was ordered to be prepared againſt him : which gave occaſion | to 
the following paper. 


8 E A. 
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ConcerninG 


Tho Bill preparing e! the Paix T ER 9 


the preceding LETTER. 


Ince a bill is preparing for the grand-jury vf 
find againſt the printer of the Drapier's lat 


Tow. thete- are ſeveral things maturely to be 
conſidered by thoſe gentlemen before ney. deter. Fr: 


mine upon it; 


Firſt, they are to conſider, that the ants; 11 


| the faid pamphlet did write three other difcourſes Þ I.: 
on the ſame ſubject, which, inſtead of being cenſur- 1 
ed, were univerſally approved by the whole na- |; 
tion, and were allowed to have raifed and con- 

tinued that ſpirit among us, which has hitherto 1 


kept out Wood's coin; for all men will grant, 


that if thoſe pamphlets kad not been written, his ri 


coin muſt have over-run the nation ſome months = 


ago. 


Secondly, it is to be pain: that this pam. 3 
phlet, againſt which a proclamation has been ifſucd, Þ 
is written by the fame author: that nobody ever 
doubted the innocence and goodneſs of his deſign; 
tha | 
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eat he appears, through the whole tenor of it, 
to be a loyal ſubject to his majeſty, and devoted 
o the houſe of Hanover, and declares himſelf in 
a manner peculiarly zealous againſt the pretender. 
and if ſuch a writer, in four ſeveral treatiſes on ſo 


O7 5 


8 


I nice a ſubject, where a royal patent is concerned, 
End where it was neceflary to ſpeak of England 


End of liberty, ſhould in one or two places happen 
o let fall an inadvertent expreſſion, it would be 


14 3 Fand to condemn him after all the good he has 
; one, eſpecially when we conſider, that he could 
: 3 ave no poſſible deſign in view either of honour or 
I 9 profit, but purely the Goop of his CounTRy. 


Thirdly, it ought to be well conſidered, whether 


: $ny one expreſſion in the ſaid pamphlet be really 
able to a juſt exception, much leſs to be found 
b J wicked, malicious, ſeditious, reflecting upon his 
E 4 By and his miniſtry, etc. 


The two points in that pamphlet, which it is 


T ; bid the proſecutors intend chiefly to fix on, are, 
prſt, where the author mentions the penner of the 
2 Fing's anſwer. 
5 feſty is not maſter of the Engliſh tongue; and 
Etherefore it is neceſſary that ſome other 
25 1 ould be employed to pen what he has to ſay, or 


Firſt, 


it is well known his ma- 


N 


perſon - 


write in that language. Secondly, his majeſty's 


3 ö Per 1s not in the firſt perſon, but in the third. 
It is not faid, WE ARE CONCERNED, OR OUR 
ROYAL PREDECESSORS ; but HIS MAJESTY is con- 
1 terned, and his ROYAL PREDECESSORS. 
eve ju 


3 ey, ; but ſuppoſed to be taken from him, 
that Þ L a 


By which 
is plain, theſe are properly not the words of his 


and | 
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and tranſmitted hither by one of his Wisler 7 
Thirdly, it will be eaſily ſeen, that the author af 
the pamphlet delivers his ſentiments upon this 1 
particular with the utmoſt caution and reſpes * 
as any impartial reader will obſerve. _ = 
The ſecond paragraph, which it is faid will b *. 
taken notice of as a motive to find the bill, E > | 
what the author fays of Ireland's being a 450 l 
dent kingdom: he explains all the dependence he 
knows of, which is a law made in Ireland, where. 
by it is enacted, that whoever is king of England f 4 1 
ſhall be king of Ireland. Before this explanation : 
be condemned, and the bill found upon it, it wou 
be proper that ſome lawyers ſhould fully inform te 
jury what other law there is, either ſtatute c 
common, for this dependency ; and if there be i 
no law, there is no tranſgreſſion. 1 
The fourth thing very maturely to be confiderellf T 5 
by the jury, is, what influence their finding the 
bill may have upon the kingdom: the people nj 
general find no fault in the Drapier's laſt book 
any more than in the three former; and ther- 
fore, when they hear it is condemned by a grand, 
jury of Dublin, they will conclude it is done ii Ft 
| favour of Wood's coin; they will think we of th] 
town have changed our minds, and intend to tak 
thoſe half-pence, and therefore that it will be it i 9 
vain for them to ſtand out: ſo that the queſtia J 
comes to this, Which will be of the worſt con 
ſequence ? to let paſs one or two expreſſions, at tit 4 
worſt only unwary, in a book written for th ; 
public ſervice; or to leave a free open paſſage l 15 
Wood 


F \ 
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- z Vood's braſs to over-run us, by which we all 
i be undone for ever. | 
5 7 ft thing to be conkidered is, that the 
members of the grand-jury, being merchants and 
J : | ſhopkeepers, can have no ſuitable temp- 
3 7 tation offered them, as a recompence for the miſ- 
. dick they will do, and ſuffer by letting in this 
coin; nor can be at any loſs or danger by reject- 
ng the bill. They do not expect any employ- 
L X Fnents in the ſtate, to make up in their own pri- 
$ b ate advantages the deſtruction of their coun- 
og”; ; eats thoſe, who g about to adviſe, entice, 
wor threaten them to find that bill, have great em- 
cus which they have a mind to keep, or to 
Wet greater; as it was likewiſe the caſe of all thoſe 
F ſigned the proclamation to have the author 
proſecuted. And therefore it is known, that his 
Prace the lord archbiſhop of Dublin, ſo renowned 
for his piety, and wiſdom, and love of his country, 
| wa refuſed. to condemn the book or the 
| 8 . Futhor. 
4 LET it ought to be conſidered, what conſe- 
quence the finding of the bill may have upon a 
I Poor man, perfectly innocent; I mean the printer. 
| A lawyer may pick out exons, and make them 
Wiable to exception, where no other man 1s able 
to find any. But how can it be ſuppoſed that 
=” ignorant printer can be ſuch a critick? He 
knew the author's deſign was honeſt, and approv- 
® by the whole kingdom : he adviſed with 
Winds who told him there was no harm in the 
Pook, and he could ſee none himſelf: it was ſent 
him 


«i 
te! 


: nf 
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him in an unknown hand ; but the ſame in which | 3 ö 
he received the three 1 He and his wife | 
have offered to take their oaths that they kney | | 
not the author. And therefore, to find a bill that 
may bring puniſhment upon the innocent, will 
appear very hard, to ſay no worſe. For it will | 
be impoſſible to find the author, unleſs he will 
_ pleaſe to diſcover himſelf; although I wonder "_ 
ever concealed his name: but I ſuppoſe, what be 4 
did at firſt out of modeſty, he continues to do out Þ 2 Y 
of prudence. God protect us and him. 3 
I will conclude all with a fable aſcribed to De. 1 
moſthenes: he had ſerved the people of Athens $ 
with great fidelity in the ſtation of an orator ; | 
when, upon a certain occaſion, apprehending wh 5 
be delivered over to his enemies, he told the 5 4 
| Athenians, his countrymen, the following ſtory: || 
Once upon a time the wolves defired a league wit N 
the ſheep, upon this condition; that the cauſe a ö I 
ſtrife might be taken away, which was the ſhep- | 
herds and maſtiffs : this being granted, the wolve 3 
without all fear made havock of the ſheep. Wit 


November 1 1. 1724. 


Copies of this paper were diſtributed to every perſon of the grand-jury 8 
the evening before the bill was to be exhibited, who, probably for 
the reaſons contained in it, refuſed to find the bill, upon which the 
lord chief juſtice Whitſhed, who had preſided at a former proſecu 

tion of the dean's printer, diſcharged them in a rage. The follow 
ing extract was ſoon after publiſhed to ſhew the illegality of this 
proceeding, and the next grand-jury that was impanneled made the 
{abſequent preſentment againſt all the abettors of Wood's projet: 5 
See Letter to lord Moleſworth. A ES 
"yy s | 


W An extract from a Book, intituled, An 
2 F exact Collection of the Debate of the 
t TE Houſe of Commons,, held at Weſtmin- 
l I ter, Oct. 27, x 680, pag. 1 50. 


"i 7 RESOLUTIONS of the Houſe of Chinn 
= mons in England Nov. 13, „ 


1 EVERAL perſons being examined about the 
|» diſmiſſing a grand-jury in Middleſex, the houſe . 
| 5 came to the following reſolutions: 8 
iP 3 Reſolved, that the diſchar ging of a grund- jury 
0 p any judge, before the end of the term, aſſizes, 
1. or ſeſſions, while matters are under their conſidera- 
7 tion, and not preſented, is arbitrary, illegal, deſtruc- 
6 tive to public juſtice, a manifeſt violation of his 
Yb, and is a means to ſubvert the fundamental 
laws of this kingdom. 


Reſolved, that a committee be appointed to exa- 
= ine the pr oceedings of the judges in Weſtmin- 
Tc Mer-hall ; and report the fame, with their opinion 
f Frein, to this houſe. 
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The PRESENTMEN T of the Grand. 
Joy of the County of f the oy of Dublin, 


HERE AS del great quantities of bat: 8 
metal coined, commonly called Wood'; Þ 2 
: half-pence, have been brought into the port of 7 - 
Dublin, and lodg'd in ſeveral houſes of this city, 
with an intention to make them paſs clandeſtine]y 
among his majeſty's ſubjects of this kingdom; not- 
withſtanding the addreſſes of both houſes of parlia- MW 
ment, and the privy- -council, and the declaration; = . 
of moſt of the corporations of this city againſt the 3 
faid coin: And whereas his majeſty Tos been 
graciouſly pleaſed to leave his loyal ſubjects of thi; 
kingdom at liberty to take Co refute the aid 
half-pence; 
We the grand- jury of the county of the city of 
Dublin, this Michaelmas-term 1724, having en- 
tirely at heart his majeſty's intereſt, and the wel- 
fare of our country, and being thoroughly ſenſi- 
ble of the great diſcouragements which trade hat! 
ſuffered by the apprehenſions of the ſaid coin, 
whereof we have already felt the diſmal effects; 
and that the currency thereof will inevitably tend 
to the great diminution of his majeſty's revenue, 
and the ruin of us and our poſterity, do preſent all 
ſuch perſons as have attempted, or ſhall endeavour 
by fratfid, or otherwiſe, to impoſe the ſaid half- 
pence upon us, contrary to his majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious intentions, as enemies to his majeſty's govern- 
ment, and to the ſafety, peace, and welfare of all 


his 
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Inis majeſty 8 ſubjects of this kingdom; whoſe affec- 
tions have been ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed by their 
9 6 zeal to his illuſtrious family, before his happy ac- 
= ccſſion to the throne, and by their continued loyalty 
0 1 ever ſince. | 
: = As we do, with all juſt trod, acknowledge 
the ſervices of all ſuch patriots as have been emi- 
7 "3 nently zealous for the intereſt, of his majeſty and 
tis country, in detecting the fraudulent impoſition 
of the faid Wood, and preventing the paſſing of his 
Y 3 baſe coin; ſo we do, at the ſame time, declare our 

abhorremce and deteſtation af all reflections on his 

majeſty and his government; and that we are ready 
vith our lives and fortunes to defend his moſt ſacred 
Po majeſty againſt the pretender, and all his majeſty's 

a5 — and ſecret enemies both at home and abroad. 


BT Given under our hands at the 8 ury chamber, | 
7 this 28th of November, 1724. 

George Forbes, David 'Tew, 
William Empſon, Thomas How, 
Nathaniel Pearſon, John Jones, 8 
2 joſeph Nuttall, James Brown, 923 5 
William Aſton, Charles Lyndon, 

2 Stearn Tighe,  Jerom Bredin, 
Richard Walker, John Sican, | 

Edmond French, Anthony Brunton, 

John Vereilles, Thomas Gaven, 

Philip Pearſon, Daniel Elwood, 

Thomas Robins, John Brunet. 

Richard Dawſon, ED 


Vor. 1 I A LET. 


A 


TO 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


8 
«374 


Written in the year 1724. 


mg without a cauſe. 


For my love they are my adverſaries ; 3 but I give melt; unto prayer. 


Pſal. cix. 3, 4, 8. 


, . in the way of thy uprightneſs. 


4 +4 Pffend not againſt the multitude of a city, and then ow: ſhalt not 
Ws caſt thyſelf down among the people. 


1 


; Wind not one fin upon another, for i in one e thou malt not be unpuniſh- 


Non jam Ne peta te, negue vincere certo + 


* 0: f 5 ed. ſuperent quibus doc, Neptune, 2 . 


— 


„ 


Wrhe Lord Viſcount Moleſworth. 


Whey ET” me about alſo with words of deceit, and fought againſt 


5 » mi they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love, 


* Peek not to be judge, being not able to take away iniquity ; leſt at any 
: 5 time thou fear the perſon of the mighty, and lay a Rumbling- -block : 


> 
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RINTE n. 


| Mr. Harding, 


-HEN I ſent you my former papers, 1 
V cannot fay ] I intended you either good or 
15 urt; and yet you have happened through my 
eans to receive both. I pray God deliver you 
LE. rom any more of the latter, and increaſe the former. 
| 5 our trade, particularly in this kingdom, is, of all 
Pthers, the moſt unfortunately circumſtantiated; 
. Wor as you deal in the moſt worthleſs kind of traſh, 
* penny productions of pennyleſs ſcriblers ; ſo 
you often venture your liberty, and ſometimes your 
8 ſires, for the purchaſe of half a crown; and, by 
our own ignorance, are puniſhed for other mens 
Fons. 

I am afraid, you in particular think you have 
en to complain of me, for your own and your 
3 | wa s confinement in priſon, to your great expence, 
5 Es well as hardſhip ; and for a proſecution ſtill im- 
. pending. But I will tell you, Mr. Harding, how 

Eat matter ſtands. Since the preſs has lain under 
Wo ſtrict an inſpection, thoſe who have a mind to 
Fn the world are become ſo cautious, as to keep 
Near, if poſſible, out of the way of danger. 
Ny cuſtom therefore is to dictate to a prentice, who 
5 pan write in a feigned hand; and what is written 
e ſend to youre houſe by a black-guard boy. But, 

3 þ- at 


. 
. 
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at the ſame time, I do. aſſure you upon my reput | = 
tion, that I never did ſend you any thing for which 3 . 
I thought you could poſſibly be called to an account, 
And you will be my witneſs, that I always dean 
you, by a letter, to take ſome good advice befor 
you ventured to print; becauſe I knew the dext. 
rity of dealers in the law, at finding out bee 4 J ri 
to faſten on, where no evil is meant. I am ell 7> 3 St 
indeed, that you did accordingly conſult ſeveral v 8 D 
ry able perſons, and even ſome who afterwards ap-l 3 | 
peared againit you : to which I can only anſwer; 1 
that you muſt either change your adviſers, or deter. 2 1 
mine to print aothing that comes from a drapicr. i 
Sb defire you will ſend the incloſed letter directeif bs 
to my lord viſcount Moleſworth, at his houſe u 
Brackdenſtown, near Swords: but I would have u 
ſent printed, for the convenience of his lordſhip, 3 
reading ; ; becauſe this counterfeit hand of my pre- 
tice is not very legible.” And if you think fit u 
publiſh it, I'wonld have you firſt get it read over H 
ſome notable lawyer : I am Ad. you will find 1 
h enough of them, who are friends to the drapier, pl 
and will do it without a fee; which I am afraid 
3 can ill afford after all your expences. For, al = 
though I have taken ſo much care, that I think u -| 
impoſſible to find a topick out of the following pi 
pers for {ending you again to priſon, yet I will no 
venture to be your guarantee. 
This enſuing letter contains only a ſhort account] 
| Wy” myſelf, and an humble apology for my former E 
pamphlets, eſpecially the laſt ; with little mention WW 
4 Mr. Wood, or his half-pence ; becauſe I * + 
already 
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* ready faid enough upon that ſubject, until occa- 
ich on ſhall be given for new fears; and, in that caſe, 
| M ou may perhaps hear from me again. I am, „ 


5 Your find . 


1 1 rom my ſhop in and ſervant, 
St. Francis-ſtreet, 


. 


Y fcc you will provide againſt, 


pee. 14, 1724. | 5 M. B. 


P. 8. For want af. Intercourſe between you and 
1 me, which I never will ſuffer, your people are apt 
to make very groſs errors in the preſs, which J de- 


ee 
"TH E R IGHT HONOURABLE 
The Lord Viſcount M oleſworth, 


At his houſe at Brackdenſtown near 
Swords. 


My Lord, 
REFLECT too late on the maxim of com- 
mon obſervers, that thoſe who meddle in mat- 
ters out of their calling, will have reaſon to re- 
pent ; which is now verified in me: for, by en- 
gaging in the trade of a writer, I have drawn upon 
10 myſelf the diſpleaſure of the government, ſignified 8 
by a proclamation promiſing a reward of three Wi 
hundred pounds to the firſt faithful ſubject, who 
ſhall be able and inclined to inform againſt me; 
to which I may add, the laudable zeal and induſtry 
of my lord chief. juſtice Whitſhed, in his endes. 
vours to diſcover ſo dangerous a perſon. There- = 
fon; whether I repent or not, I have certainly cauſe at 
to do 1o; and the common obſervation {till ſtands ET 
"4 1 will ſometimes happen, I know not how, in 2 
the courſe of human affairs, that a man ſhall be * 
made liable to legal animadverſions, where he be © 
nothing to anſwer for, either to God or his coun- 
try; and condemned at Weſtminſter-hall, for wha 
he will never be charged with at the day of Jud 
ment. 2 
After ſtrietly examining my own heart, 0 171 
conſultin 8 ſome divines of great reputation, I can. 1. 
not 
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ot accuſe myſelf of any * malice or wickedneſs 
k =" the publick ; of any deſigns to ſow ſedition ; 
7 Pf reflecting on the king and his miniſters; or of 5 
| Endeavouring to alienate the affections of the people 
f this kingdom from thoſe of England. All 1 
| F ban charge myſelf with, is a weak attempt to ſerve 
nation in danger of deſtruction, by a moſt wicked 
C1 malicious projector, without waiting until I 
Peere called to its affiſtance. Which attempt, 
2 however it may perhaps give me the title of prag- 
Wnatical and overweening, will never lie a burden 
4 upon my conſcience. God knows whether I may 
Pot, with all my caution, have already run myſelf 
Into a ſecond danger, by offering thus much in my 
8 wn vindication. For I have heard of a judge, 


4 . 
23 2 
9A err 
N 8 7 
h OS, 8 
* 8 
III + 5 8 N 
{= 


f judgment, told him, he had incurred a pre- 
? Wnunice, for appealing to a foreign juriſdiction ; and 

pf another in Wales, who leverely check'd the 
| priſoner for offering the fame plea; taxing him 
=: ith ref on the court by ſuch a compari- 
my : Won ; becauſe c »mpariſons were odious. 5 
; But, in order to make ſome excuſe for being 
nmore ſpeculative than others of my condition, I 
eſire your lordſhip's pardon, while I am doing 
very fooliſh thing; which is, to give you ſome 
1 ittle account of myſelf. 
I was bred at a free-ſchool, whae I acquired 5 
ome little knowledge in the Latin tongue. I 
] Jerved my apprenticeſhip in London, and there 


» Articles mentioned 5 the 8 and proclamation. | 


tet 


wi ho upon the criminal's appeal to the dreadful day 
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ſet up for myſelf with good ſucceſs ; until, by = | 
the death of ſome friends, and misfortunes f 
others, I returned into this kingdom ; and begay 8 I 
to employ my thoughts in cultivating the woolen 


manufacture through all its branches; wherein 1 


met with great diſcouragement, and powerful op- 


3 
5 


poſers, whoſe objections appeared to me very ſtrang: la 
and ſingular. They argued, that the people c 


- "th 
21 


England would be offended, if our manufactum 
were brought to equal theirs : . and even ſome of " oF 
the weaving trade were my enemies; which 
could not but look upon as abſurd ind unnaturi, PS. | 

1 remember your lordſhip at that time did me th: 
| honour to come into my ſhop, where I ſhewe | 


you * a piece of black and white ſtuff juſt | 


from the dyer ; which you were pleaſed to 1 
of, and be my cuſtomer for. 


However, I was fo mortified, that 1 reſolve 
for the future to fit quietly in my ſhop, and del 
in common goods, like the reſt of my brethren; 
until it happened ſome months ago, confideriny 
with myſelf, that the lower and poorer fort d 
people wanted a plain, ſtrong coarſe ſtuff to dt. 
fend them againſt cold eaſterly winds, which the 
blew very fierce and blaſting for a long tim: 
15 together; 1 contrived one on purpoſe, which fol 
very well all over the kingdom, and preſerved 
many thouſands from agues. I then made a | 


ſecond and a third kind of ſtuffs for the gent!) $ 


* By wis is meant, the Propoſal for the univerſal uſe of lib We | 


manufackures. 
+ The drap! er's three fict lerer, | 
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3 With As: fame ſucceſs; inſomuch, that an ague 
3 Inas hardly been heard of for ſome time. 
A | This incited me ſo far, that J ventured upon 
* fourth piece, made of the beſt Iriſh wool I 
Could get; and I thought it grave and rich enough 
L Wto be worn by the beſt lord or judge of the 
nd. But of late ſome great folks complain, as 
I hear, that when they had it on, they felt a 
= huddering in their limbs, and have thrown it 
1 off in a rage; curſing to hell the poor drapier, 
obo invented it: fo that I am determined never to 
Vork for perſons of quality again: except for . 
"a [your lordſhip, and a very few more. | 
1 aſſure your lordſhip, upon the word of an ho- 
* | neſt- citizen, that I am not richer, by the value 
of one of Mr. Wood's half-pence, with the ſale 
of all the ſeveral ſtuffs I have contrived : for, 1 , 
Live the whole profit to the dyers and preſſers . 
And therefore I hope you will pleaſe to believe, 
that no other motive, befide the love of my 
country, could engage me to buſy my head and 
bands, to the loſs of my time, and the gain of 
nothing but vexation and ill will. 
I have now in hand one piece of ſtuff to be 5 
= woven on purpoſe for your lordſhip ; although 1 
might be aſhamed to offer it to you, after I have 
; , | confeſſed, that it will be made only from the 
TIE fhreds and remnants of the wool employed in the 
a former. However I ſhall work it up as well as I can; 
andat worſt, you need only give it among your tenants. 
Iue fourth letter, againſt which the proclamation was iſſued. 
1 Printers. | 
I am 
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I am very ſenſible, how ill your lord{hi p ; 


likely to be entertained, with the pedantry of 2 js 
drapier in the terms of his own trade. Hoy 7 
will the matter be mended, when you find me en- 
tering again, although very ſparingly, into an affair 
of ſtate ? for ſuch is now grown the controverſy x | 
with Mr. Wood, if ſome great lawyers are to be 
credited. And as it often happens at play, that 1 
men begin with farthings, and go on to gold, 
till ſome of them loſe their eſtates and die in jail; 
ſo it may poſlibly fall out in my caſe, that „ 
playing too long with Mr. Wood's half-pence, | Pg 
may be drawn in to pay a fine double to the re. 
ward for betraying me ; be ſent to priſon, and We 
not be delivered thence until I {hall have pal IS 
the uttermoſt far thing. x 
There are, my lord, three forts of perſon Ig 
with whom I am reſolved never to diſpute : I 
highway-man with a piſtol at my breaſt ; a I . 8 | 
of dragoons, who come to plunder my houſe ; and 
a man of the law, who can make a merit of ac- 
cuſing me. In each of theſe caſes, which ar 
almoſt the fame, the beſt method i is to : 
of the way; and the next beſt is, to d iver your 


money, ſurrender your houſe, and confeſs no ing. 


I am told, that the two points in my laſt letter, 
from which an occaſion of offence has been taken, Fe 
are, where I mention his majeſty's anſwer to th 
addreſs of the houſe of lords upon Mr. Wood' A 
patent; and where I diſcourſe upon Ireland's be- 
ing a dependent kingdom. As to the former, 1 
can only fay, that I have treated it with the ut- 
moi 8 
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oſt reſpect and caution; and I thought it ne- 
peſſary to ſhew where Wood's patent differed in 
I many eſſential parts from all others that ever had 
een granted; becauſe the contrary had, for want 
f due information, been fo ſtrongly and ſo large- 
ly afcrted. As to the other, of Ireland's de- 
9 pendency ; 1 confeſs to have often heard it men- 
ooned, but was never able to underſtand what it 
Wncant. This gave me the curioſity to enquire 
mong ſeveral eminent lawyers, who profeſſed 
1 1.5 knew nothing of the matter. I then turned 
oer all the ſtatutes of both kingdoms, without 

Phe leaſt information, farther than an Iriſh act, 
3 at I quoted, of the 33d of Henry VIII, unit- 
i ng Ireland to England under one king. 1. can- 
ot fay, I was ſorry to be diſappointed in my 
45 earch, becauſe it 1s certain, J could be contented 
6 o depend only upon God and my prince, and the 
aws of my own country, after the manner of 
: dther nations. But ſince my betters are of a dif- 
rent opinion, and defire farther dependencies, 5 
5 ſhall outwardly ſubmit ; yet ſtill infiſting, in my 
1 gown heart, upon the exception I made of M. B. 
x drapier. Indeed that hint was borrowed from an 
5 ae ſtory I had heard in England, which perhaps Hy 
Wray be common and beaten ; but becauſe it in- 
3 Unnuates neither treaſon nor ſedition, L will juſt 


L barely Nh 
W Some 3 years ago, When the peers were 
Wo great that the commons were looked upon as 
: Pittle better than their dependents, a bill was brought 
8 in for making ſome new additions to the power and 
privileges 
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privileges of the peerage. After it was read, one 
Mr. Drue, a member of the houſe, ſtood up, and 
lid, he very much approved the bill, and would 
give his vote to have it paſs; but however, for ſome 
reaſons beſt known to himſelf, he deſired that x 
clauſe might be inſerted for excepting the family 
of the Drues. The oddneſs of the propoſition 
taught others to reflect a little ; and the bill Was 
thrown out. 


Whether I were miſtaken, or went tao far in 
_ examining the dependency, muſt be left to the 
impartial judgment of the world, as well as to the 
coufts of judicature ; although indeed not in 6 
effectual and deciſive a manner. But to affirm, 2 
I hear ſome do, in order to countenance a wo 
and ſervile ſpirit, that this point did not belong 
my ſubject, is a falſe and fooliſh objection. Ther 
were ſeveral ſcandalous reports induſtriouſly ſpread 
by Wood and his accomplices, to diſcourage all op. 
poſition againft his infamous project. They gave 
it out, that we were prepared for a rebellion ; that 
Ve diſputed the king's prerogative, and were ſhak- 
ing off our dependency. The firſt went fo far, 
and obtained ſo much belief againſt the moſt viſible 
demonſtrations to the contrary, that a great perſon 
of this kingdom, now in England, ſent over ſuch 
an account of it to his friends, as would make any Wi 
good ſubject both grieve and tremble. I thought 
it therefor2 neceſſary to treat that calumny as it de- 
ſerved. Then I proved by an invincible argument, 
that we could have no intention to diſpute his mi. 
Jolly” 8 nn, becauſe the prerogative was not 
| con- 


x 1 
. 2 


＋ 
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edi in the queſtion the civilians and lawyers 
3 3 all nations agreeing that copper 1s not money. 
A And laſtly, to clear us from the imputation of ſhak- 
1 ing off our dependency, I ſhewed wherein I cut 
and ſhall ever think this dependence conſiſted; and 
1 the ſtatute above - mentioned made in n 
yy which it is enacted, that whoever is kin g 5 
; 8 Copland, ſhall be king of Ireland ; and that the 
two kingdoms ſhall be for ever knit together under 
ne king. This, as I conceived, did wholly ac- 
uit us of intending to break. apr dependency ; 
becauſe it was altogether out of our power: for 
ure no king of England will ever conſent to the | 
Pepeal of this ſtatute. 
WE But upon this article I am charged with a h 
* accuſation. It is ſaid I went too far, when I de- 
lared, that if ever the pretender ſhould come to 
oe fixed upon the throne of England (which God 
orbid) I would fo far venture to tranſgreſs this 
Wiſtatute, that I would loſe the laſt drop of my blood, as 
before I would ſubmit to him as king of Ircland. 
W This I hear, on all ſides, is the ſtrongeſt and 
Voeightieſt objection againſt me; and which has 
2 given the moſt offence; that I ſhould be fo bold 
Wo declare againſt a dieeſt ſtatute ; and that any 
Votive, how ſtrong ſoever, could e me reject 
TH king, whom England ſhould receive. Now, if 
Wn defending myſelf from this be I I ſhould 
. freely confeſs, that I went too far; that the ex- 
preſſion was very indiſcreet, although occaſioned 
by my zeal for his preſent majeſty, and his pro- 
eeſtant line in the houſe of Hanover; that I ſhall 
on- 5 de careful never to offend again in the like kind; 
1 5 35 and 
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| wi that I hope this free acknowledgment, and 6. 
row for my error, will be ſome atonement, and: 4 3 | 
little ſoften the hearts of my powerful adverſaries. | 
I fay, if I ſhould offer ſuch a defence as this, I 4 l 
not doubt but ſome people would wreſt it to an ii w 
meaning, by a ſpiteful interpretation. And ther. !? 
fore, fince I cannot think of any other anſwer, : . 
which that paragraph can admit, I will leave it u t! 
the mercy of every candid reader; but {tall withouſ® 
recanting my own opinion, „„ 
I will now venture to tell your lordſhip a h o 
wherein I fear you are too deeply concerned. You wil 
therefore pleaſe to know, that this habit of writin | 
and diſcourſing, wherein I unfortunately differ fron v3 
_ almoſt the whole kingdom, and am apt to grate th: [ 1 
ears of more than I could wiſh, was acquired du. b 
ing my apprenticeſhip in London, and a long ieſ. F 
| dence there after I had ſet up for myſelf. Upaſ x 
my return and ſettlement here, I thought I hal [1 3 
only changed one country of freedom for another . rg 
I had been long converſing with the writings d, 
your lordſhip *, Mr. Locke, Mr. Molineux, c. 
lonel Sidney, and other dangerous authors, who 
talk of liberty as a bleſſing, to which the who: 
race of mankind has an original title; whereof no- 
thing but unlawful force can diveſt them. I knew 
a great deal of the ſeveral Gothic inſtitutions u 
Europe; and by what incidents and events the) = d 
came to be deſtroyed: and I ever thought it the 
moſt uncontrouled and univerſally agreed maxim, MG 


* 


— publiſhed a book in the reign of King William I, intitulel 75 | 
the State of Denmark, with a large 1 88 # 
that | 
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chat freedom conſiſts in a people s being governed 


Ibs laws made with their own conſent; ind ſlavery, 
in the contrary. I have been likewiſe told, and be- 


0 lieve it to be true, that liberty and property are 


i | a of known uſe and ſignification in this king 
. dom; and the very lawyers pretend to underſtand 
"| | © and have them often in their mouths. Theſe were 
to © the errors, which have miſled me; and to which 


ul 5 alone I muſt impute the ſevere treatmant. I have 
received. But I ſhall in time grow wiſer, and learn 
«| to conſider my driver, the road I am in, and with 
a |. Y hom J am yoked. This. I will venture to ſa ay; 
that the boldeſt and moſt obnoxious words J ever 


ing! 
d 5 | 
on F YL ctivered, would, in England, have only expoſed | 


th X Ine as a ſtupid fool, who went to prove that the ſun 
ur- Tone! in a clear ſummer s day: and I have witneſſes 
e =y to depoſe, that your lordſhip has ſaid and writ 


: Witty times worſe ; and what 1s ſtill an aggravation, 
had bd Tvith infinitely more wit and learning, and ſtronger 
her. K Urguments: ſo that as politicks run, I do not 
8 Þ know a perſon of more exceptionable principles 
Don yourſelf : : and if ever I ſhall be diſcovered, I 
oy Whink you will be bound in honour to pay my 
boef 5 Fine, and ſupport me in priſon; or elſe I may 
once to inform againſt you by way of repriſal. 


pon ü 


no- $ 

neuf ln the mean time I beg your lordſhip to receive 
's in / confeſſion; that if there be any ſuch thing as 
they 13 of Ireland upon England, otherwiſe 


t the an as I have explained it, either by the law of 
xim, b God, of nature, of reaſon, of nations, or of the 
* (which I ſhall die rather than grant) then was 


© proclamation againſt me the moſt merciful that 
r K ever 
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ever was put out; and inſtsad of accuſing me » | 
malicious, wicked, and ſeditious, it might hare L 


been directly as guilty of high treaſon. 


All I deſire is, that the cauſe of my country 4 | 1 
gainſt Mr. Wood may not ſuffer by any inadver. oi 


tency of mine. Whether Ireland depends an 1 
England, or only upon God, the king, and the“ 


law; I hope no man will aflert, that it depend] 


upon Mr. Wood. I ſhould be heartily ſorry thut ä 


this commendable ſpirit againſt me ſhould acciden. 


_ tally (and what, I hope, was never intended) ſtrike Þ Jin: 
a damp upon that ſpirit in all ranks and corporation Þ Ii 
of men againſt the deſperate and ruinous deſign of Þ # 
Mr. Wood. Let my countrymen blot out thokÞ % 
parts in my laſt letter, which they diſlike ; and ktÞ 3 
nojruſt remain on my ſword, to cure the wound, Ip + 
have given to our moſt mortal enemy. When st 
Charles Sidley was taking the oaths, where ſevera] 4 
things were to be renounced, he aid, he love l 


renouncing; aſked if any more were to be renoun. 


ced; for he was ready to renounce as much as the a 
pleaſed. Although I am not ſo thorough a ke. Mar 
nouncer, yet let me have but good city ſecuri com 
againſt this peſtilent coinage, and I ſhall be ready 
not only to renounce every ſyllable in all my four 
letters, but to deliver them chearfully with my own * 


hands into thoſe of the common hangman, to b 
| burnt with no better company than the coiner' 
effigies, if any part of it has eſcaped out of the ſecu· i 


lar hands of my faithful friends, the common people. 

But, whatever the ſentiments of ſome people y 
may be, I think it is agreed that many of tho 
1 Pons * who 
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| | Who ſubſcribed againſt me, are on the fide of a. 
| vaſt majority in the kingdom, who oppoſed Mr. 
wood: and it was with great ſatisfaction, that I 
. 3 * obſerved ſome right honourable names very amicably 
Joined with my own, at the bottom of a ſtrong de- 
| *claration againſt him and his coin. But if the ad- 
| miſſion of it among us be already determined, the 
| worthy perſon, who is to betray me,/ ought in pru- 
| Hence to do it with all convenient ſpeed ; or elſe it 
| 1 ay be difficult to find three hundred pounds fter= 
ling for the diſcharge of his hire, when the pub 
lick ſhall have loſt five hundred thouſand, if there 
: I e ſo much in the nation; beſide four fifths of its 
4 z annual income for ever. 
lam told by lawyers, that in ele betireem 
man and man, it is of much weight, which of 
Sir "them gave the firſt provocation, or ſtruck the firſt 
| blow. It is manifeſt that Mr. Wood has done 
both: and therefore I ſhould humbly propoſe to 
un- have him firſt hanged, and his droſs thrown into 
hey the ſea: after which, the drapier will be ready to 
te. ſtand his trial. It muſt needs be that offences 
rity | come, but woe unto him by whom the offence 
each Tomes. If/Mr. Wood had held his hand, every 
fou body elſe would have held their tongues : and then 
own Pere would have been little need of pamphlets, 
o be juries, or proclamations upon this occaſion. The 
provocation muſt needs have been very great, which 
ecu· "ould ſtir up an obſcure, indolent drapier, to be- 
wh tome an author. One would almoſt think, the 
-oplcl © ſtones in the ſtreet would riſe up in ſuch a 
hoſe Fauſe: and I am not ſure NEE will not do fo againſt 
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Mr. Wood, if ever he comes within their reach, 


It is a known ſtory of the dumb boy, whoſe tongue J 


for ced a paſſage for {peech by the horror of ſceing 
a dagger at his father's throat. This may leſſen Þ 


the wonder, that a tradeſman, hid in privacy and 1 
ſilence, ſhould cry out, when the life and being f? 


his political mother are attempted before his face 
and by ſo infamous a wretch. 


But in the mean time Mr. Wood, the deſtroyer [4 


of a kingdom, walks about in triumph (unleſs it 


be true, "that he i 1s in jail for debt) while he, wh 


endeavoured to aſſert the liberty of his country, )! 


| forced to hide his head for occaſionally dealing in : 
a matter of controverſy. However, I am not t-! 
firſt who has been condemned to death, for gaining 
a a great victory over a powerful enemy, by diſobeying 


for once the ſtr ict orders of military diſcipline. 
I am now reſolved to follow (after the uſual pro- 
ceeding of mankind, becauſe it is too late) the ad- 


vice given me by a certain dean *. He ſhewed the | 


miſtake I was in, of truſting to the general god, 


will of the people; that I had ſucceeded hither} # 


better than could be expected; but that ſome un. 
fortunate circumſtantial lapſe would bring me with: 


in the reach of power: that my good intention T 
would be no ſecurity againſt thoſe who watched? 
every motion of my pen in the bitterneſs of m FO 


foul. He produced an inſtance of a perſon as in- 
nocent, a8 dilintereſted, and as well-meaning fm 


The author is ſuppoſed to mean himſelf, 


myſelf; 
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Imyſelf; who had written Þ+ a very ſeaſonable and 
J ineffenſive treatiſe, exhorting the people of this 
kingdom to wear their own manufactures; for 


which, however, the printer was proſecuted n 
the utmoſt virulence; the jury ſent back nine times; 


3 and the man given up to the mercy of the court. 

The dean farther obſerved, that I was in a manner 
left alone to ſtand the battle; while others who 
; had ten thouſand times better talents than a dra- 

| pier, were ſo prudent as to lie ſtill; and perha aps 
thought it no unpleaſant amuſement to look on 
with ſafety, while another was giving them diver- 
ſion at the hazard of his liberty and fortune; and 
ge 4 made a dannen 8 e pin oy” a 


WW. to * fire on 3 5 his wy * 
| Zcrowd of ſchool- boys following him to the ſtake 

and apprehending they might loſe their ſport if 
he ſhould happen to recant, would often clap him 
on the back, and cry, Sta firme, Moyye ; Moſes, 


*continue . 
I allow this gentleman' 8 58 to habe been very 


good, and his obſervations juſt; and in one reſpect, 
my condition is worſe than that of the Jew ; for 
© no recantation will ſave me. However, it ſhould | 
ſeem by ſome late proceedings, that my ſtate is not 
E ? altogether deplorable. This I can impute to 8 


but the ſteadineſs of two impartial grand-juries ; 


+ The author means himſelf again ; in the diſcourſe adviſing the 
People of Ireland to wear their own manufactures. 


K 3 Which 
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which has confirmed in me an opinion J have long 
entertained; that, 
ſeated in the middle; 
virtue left in the world, is chiefly to be found a. 


mong the middle rank of mankind, who are neither | 


. allured out of her paths by ambition, nor driven by 
poverty. 


Since the proclamation -occalioned by my laſt | N 


| letter, and a due preparation for proceeding againſt 
me in a court of juſtice, there has been two printed 
Papers clandeſtinel/ ſpread about ; whereof no man 
is able to trace the original, farther than by con- 
jecture; which, with its uſual charity, lays them 
to my account. The former, is intituled, Seafona- 


ble advice, and appears to have been intended for 


information of the grand-jury, upon the ſuppoli- 
tion of a bill to be prepared againſt that letter. The 
other, is an extract from a printed book of parlia- 
mentary proceedings, in the year 1680; containing 
an angry reſolution of the houſe of commons in 
England, againſt diſſolving grand-juries. As to 
the former, your lordſhip will find it to be the work 
of a more artful hand than that of a common dra- 
pier. It has been cenſured for endeavouring to in- 
fluence the minds of a jury, which . 7? to be 

_ wholly free and unbiaſſed; and for that reaſon it 1s 
manifeſt, that no judge was ever known, either 
upon, or off the bench, either by himſelf, or his 

: dependents, to uſe the leaſt infinuation, that might 
pothbly affect the paſſions or intereſts of any one 

_ ſingle jury-man, much leſs of a Whole jury; 
whercof every man muſt be convinced, who W ti 
I # juſt 


as philoſophers ſay, virtue is [I 


ſo, in another ſenſe, the little 


agai 
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F L See the preſentment 3 preceding this letter. 
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: a give himſelf the trouble to dip into the com- 


mon printed trials: ſo as it is amazing to think, 
That a number of upright judges there have been 


| in both kingdoms, for above ſixty years pait ; 
| which, conſidering how long they held their offices 
| : during pleaſure, as they ſtill do among us, L account 
next to a miracle. 


As to the other paper, I muſt n it is a ſharp 


| cenſure from an Englith houſe of commons againſt 
diſſolving grand-juries, by any judge before the 
þ end of the term, aſſizes or ſeſſions, while matters 
are under their conſideration; and not preſented, as, 
} Zarbitrary, illegal, deſtructive to public juſtice, 
manifeſt violation of his oath, and as a means PA 

1 ſubvert the fundamental laws of the kingdom. 
> However, the publiſher ſeems to have been miſ- 
tanken in what he aimed at. For whatever depen- 
dence there may be of Ireland upon England, "By 
g 1 dope he would not inſinuate, that the proceedings 
x Jof a lord chief-juſtice in Ireland, muſt depend 
E upon a reſolution of an Engliſh houſe of commons. 
Hheſides, that reſolution, although it were levelled 
4 agent a particular lord chief-juſtice, Sir William | 
Seroggs, yet the occaſion was directly contrary. For 
b Scroggs diſſolved the grand- jury of London for 
fear they ſhould preſent; but ours in Dublin was 
diſſolved, becauſe they would not preſent; which 
| wonderfully alters the caſe. And therefore a ſecond 
grand jury ſupplied that defect, by making a pre- 
entment * that pleaſed the whole kingdom. How- 
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ever, I think it 1s agreed by all parties, that both = 
the one and the other jury, behaved themſelves | in 1 
ſuch a manner, as ought to be remembered to their b; 
honour, while there ſhall be any regard left among I. 


us for virtue or public ſpirit. 


I am confident, your lordſhip will be of my hag 
timents in one thing; ; that ſome ſhort plain au- 1 
thentic tract might be publiſhed for the informa. Þ 

tion both of petty and grand-juries, how far their] 

power reaches, and where it is limited; and that a F 


printed copy of ſuch a treatiſe might be depoſited 1 


in every court, to be confulted by the jurymen, 
before they conſider of their verdict ; by which, 
abundance of inconveniences would be avoided, 


whereof innumerable inſtances might be produced | 2 
from former Times ; becauſe I will ſay nothing 991 


the preſent. 


I have read ſomewhere of an Faber king, Who } 
put a judge to death for an iniquitous ſentence, and N 
ordered his hide to be ſtuffed into a cuſhion, and Þ 


placed upon the tribunal for the ſon to fit on, who 
was preferred to his father's office. I fancy, Tuch 
a memorial might not have been unuſeful to a fon 
of Sir William Scroggs, and that both he and hi: 
ſucceſſors would often wriggle in their ſeats, as long 
as the cuſhion laſted : I with the relator had told us 
what number.,of ſuch cuſhions there might be i in 
_ that country. 
I cannot but obſerve to your lordſhip, how nice 
and dangerous a point it is grown, for a private per- 
fon to inform the people, even in an affair where 
the 2 intereſt and ſafety are ſo highly 8. 
cerne 
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7 cerned, as that of Mr. Wood ; and this in a coun- 


| try where loyalty is woven into the very hearts of 


dhe people, ſeems a little extraordinary. Sir Wil- 


4 Jiam Scroggs Was the firſt who introduced that com- 


mendable acuteneſs into the courts of judicature; 


88 how far this practice has been imitated by his 


, 


ſucceſſors, or ſtrained upon occaſion, is out of my 


" nowledge. When pamphlets unpleaſing to the 


iniſtry were preſented as libels, he would order 


J the offenſive paragraphs to be read before him; and 
hb was often ſo very happy in applying the e 


: | Netters of names, and expounding dubious hints 


(the two common expedients among writers of 


That claſs for eſcaping the law) that he diſcovered 
_— more than ever the authors intended; as 
ö many of them, or their printers, found to their : 
| colt. If ſuch methods are to be followed in exa= 
mining what I have already written, or may write 
N hereafter, upon the ſubject of Mr. Wood, I defy 
any man of fifty times my underſtanding and cau- 
tion to avoid being entrapped: unleſs he will be 
content to write what none will read, by repeating 
over the old arguments and computations, whereof 
the world is already grown weary. So that my 
: ; good friend Harding lies under this dilemma ; either 
to let my learned works hang for ever drying upon 
his lines; or venture to publiſh them at the hazard - 
of being laid by the heels. 1 

74 1 need not tell your lordſhip where the difficulty : 
a lies: it is true, that the king and the laws permit. 
us to refuſe this coin of Mr. Wood ; but at the 
A lane time it is equally. true, that the king and 


the 
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the laws permit us to receive it. Now, it h 4 


barely poſſible, that the miniſters in England 
may not ſuppoſe the conſequences of uttering tha Þ 3 


| braſs among us, to be fo ruinous as we appre. 


hend; becauſe perhaps, if they underſtood it in 1 


that light, they would in common humanity, uf 8 
their credit with his majeſty for ſaving a mot! 4 
loyal kingdom from deſtruction. But, as long Þ 1 


as it ſhall pleaſe thoſe great perſons to think tha be 


coin will not be fo very pernicious to us, we z A 


lie under the diſadvantage of being cenſured a; 7 
obſtinate in not complying with a royal patent. 
'Therefore nothing remains but to make uſe of 8 
that liberty, which the king and the laws hare 1 
left us, by continuing to refuſe this coin; and by 
frequent remembrances to keep up that ſpirit raiſe Þ 
_ againſt it, which otherwiſe may be apt to flag, and] 
perhaps in time to fink altogether. For, am 
public order againſt receiving or uttering Mi. 


Wood's s half-pence, is not reaſonably to be expect. 
ed in this kingdom, without directions from Eng- 


land; which. I think no body preſumes, | or 51 


1o finowine as to hope. 


But to confeſs the truth, my lord; I begin to 
grow weary of my office as a writer; and could 
heartily wiſh it were devolved upon my brethren, Þ 
the makers of ſongs and ballads, who perhaps are Þ 
the beſt qualified at preſent to gather up the 


- gleanings of this controverſy. As to myſelf, i 


has been my misfortune to begin, and purſue it, 
upon a wrong foundation. F or, having detected | 
the frauds and falſhoods of this vile impoſior 8 

Wood 
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ood in every part, I fooliſhly diſdained to have 


Þ Fecourſe to whining, lamenting, and crying for 
mercy; but rather choſe to appeal to law and 


A. 


| Aiberty, and the common rights of mankind, with- _ 
in | out conſidering the climate I was in. 

* ; | Since your laſt reſidence in l 1 ge ; 
MW have taken my nag to ride about your grounds ; 


| here I fancied myſelf to feel an air of freedom 
* breathing round me; and I am glad the low con- 
dition of a tradeſman did not qualify me to wait 
| on you at your houſe ; for then, I am afraid, my 


x | But I have lately ſold my nag, and honeſtly told 
bis greateſt fault, which was that of ſnuffing up 
the air about Brackdenſtown ; whereby he became 
uch a lover of liberty, that I could ſcarce hold 
him in. I have likewiſe buried at the bottom of 
ny þ a ſtrong cheſt your lordſhip's writings under a heap 
Mr. of others, that treat of liberty; and ſpread over a 
ect - hyer or two of Hobbes, Filmer, Bodin, and many 
ng more authors of that ſtamp, to be readieſt at hand, 
r 1; Whenever | T ſhall be diſpoſed to take up a new 
| fr of principles in government. In the mean 
1 to time I delign quietly to look to my ſhop, and 
zuld I keep as far out of your lordſhip! s influence as 
; pollible : and if you ever ſee any more of my 
Pritings on this ſubject, I promiſe you ſhall find 
hem as innocent, as infipid, and without a ſting, 
it 45 what I have now offered you. But, if your 
e it, Prdſhip will pleaſe to give me an caly leaſe of 
Qed Þ Þme part of your eſtate in Yorkſhire, thither will 
oſtot Þ N my cheſt: and turning it upſide down, 


S 
Vood = fume 


| writings would not have eſcaped ſeverer cenſures. 
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reſume. my political reading where I left off | 
feed on plain homely fare, and live and die a fin E 
honeſt Engliſh farmer; but not without regret fu] 
leaving my countrymen under the dread of th þ 


| brazen talons of Mr. Wood: my moſt loyal and] 


innocent countrymen ; to whom I owe ſo much! 
for their good opinion of me, and my poor en.] 


deavours to ſerve them. 1 am, with the Ereatel | 


: reſpect. 
My Lord, 
your” lordſhip's 
nm ¼fd 


St. Francis: ſtreet, 
Dec. the yt 


Theſe papers (for the fixth and ſeventh letters were not publiſhed a | 
long afterwards) prevailed, notwithſtanding threats, proſecutions 
and impriſonment, againſt all the influence of power and all the Þ 


artifices of cunning : perſons of every ſe& united with the drapi 


in the common cauſe, his health was a perpetual toaſt, and his 


effigies were diſplayed in every ſtreet; Wood was compelled u 9 


withdraw his patent, and his half. pence were totally ſuppreſſed. 


"Pp 
* 
I 
* 
3 
3 
fy 
4 


N 


os 4 1 2 = OA 2 oo 8 32 8 20 af ro ,,_- 
tee . 


* Py wad PEER 
88 


* 


— 


eſt 


7 


4 


: 


TO OPT e ee rags tony rare Set g 6; 
* 5 2 „ : l : HL 


— 
8 


=» 


BY many paſſages in the following Cas and by the date Oar 


ber 6, 1724, it appears to have been written ſoon after the Þ 


_ proclamation againſt the drapier for his fourth letter, and be. 


fore the jury had thrown out the bill of indictment. At tis 5 
criſis perhaps the dean did not chooſe to reſume a characi Þ 


Which was become obnoxious, and therefore wrote in his own: 


te original was ſigned with his name, though it appeared u] 4 


| have been obliterated by another hand: for ſome reaſon the pub. 


cation of it was delayed, and it was firſt printed in an edition | 
of the dean's works publiſhed at Dublin. in 1735. Thi : 3 
however is not the only reaſon why it is placed after the fifth Þ 
letter, for the fifth letter appears to have been ſubſtituted in is Þ 
| ſtead, and not intended to follow it. The fourth letter, bot 8 
in this and in the fifth is called the laſt, which could not bare A 


happened if both had been parts of the ſame ſeries, : 
The reader will now eafily account for thoſe paſſages in the ſixth 


by which the proſecution againſt Harding appears to be depend: 


gs though in the n it is mentioned as paſt, 


A 


* 


=} 
5 


MIDDLETON*. 
Written in the year 1724. 


My 16 


Deſire you will conſider me as a member, who > 


"i lawyer, who. ſpeaks to 4 cauſe when the matter ö 

pas been almoſt exhauſted ** thoſe who ſpoke L 
before. | 5 
I remember, ſome months 1 1 was at your 
1 ouſe upon a commiſſion, where I am one of the 
governors; but I went thither, not ſo much on 
Account 2 the commiſſion, as to aſk you ſome 
queſtions concerning Mr. Wood's patent to coin 
; | alf-pence for Ireland ; Where you very freely 
told me in a mixt company, how much you had 
been always againſt. that wicked project; which 
faiſed in me an eſteem for you ſo far, that I went 
in a few days to make you a viſit, after many 
| years intermiſſion. I am likewiſe told, that your 
| = wrote two letters from London (one of which 


N * He ſigned the nn againſt the drapier. 
5 I have 


A 
= 
25 
. 
12 
2 
Hy 
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comes in at the latter end of a debate; or as 
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I have ſeen) empowring thoſe, to whom they wen $ 
directed, to aſſure his friends, that whereas then © | 
was a malicious report ſpread of his engaging "him. 8 
ſelf to Mr. Walpole for forty thouſand pounds « Wl 
| Wood's coin to be received in Ireland, the aid re. YR 
port was falſe and groundleſs; and he had neve 1 
diſcourſed with that miniſter on this ſubject, no Tc 
would ever give his conſent to have one farthing «if z 
the faid coin current here. And although it K 
long fince I have given myſelf the trouble of con. Mit 
verſing with people of titles or ſtations ; yet I hav il 
been told by thoſe who can take up with ſuch a. 
muſements, that there is not a conſiderable perſon Wl 
of the kingdom ſcrupulous in any fort to dechæ Wi 
his opinion. But all this is needleſs to allege Wi 
when we conſider, that the ruinous conſequences «i = 
Wood's patent have been ſo ſtrongly repreſented by I 
Y” both houſes of parliament ; by the privy-counci 1 
the lord- mayor and aldermen of Dublin; by vi 
many corporations; and the concurrence of th 
principal gentlemen in mbſt counties at their qua: 
ter- ſeſſions, without any regard to party, religion 
or nation. E 
I conclude from hence, that the currency a 0 
theſe half- pence, would, in the univerſal opinion 
of our people, be utterly deſtructive to this king: 
dom; and conſequently that it is every man's duty 
not only to refuſe this coin himſelf, but as far as 1 
him lies, to perſuade others to do the like: ani 
whether this be done in private or in print, is all 
caſe; as no layman is forbidden to write, or to di 
courle upon religious or moral ſubjects, although 


he 
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4 . may not do it in a pulpit, at leaſt in our dich 
9 Neither is this an affair of ſtate, until authority 
; ſhall think ft to declare it ſo: or if you ſhould | 


| Junderſtand it in that ſenſe, yet you will pleaſe to 
FF? onſider, that I am not now preaching. 5 4 92 
: = Therefore I do think it my duty, fince the dra- 
* will probably be no more heard of, ſo far to 
Us his place, as not to incur his fortune: for I 


have learnt from old experience, that there are 
times, wherein a man ought to be cautious, as 
' Lell as innocent. I therefore hope, that, preſery= 
ing both thoſe characters, I may be allowed, by 
mo Teng new arguments, or enforcing old ones, to 
r 4 Fefreſh the memory of my fellow-ſubje&s, and 
ge, A Weep up that good ſpirit raiſed among them, to 
ei preſerve themſelves from utter ruin by lawful means, 
by 2 and ſuch as are permitted by his majeſty. "a 
11; ; I believe you will pleaſe to allow me. two pro- 
pvoſitions: firſt, that we are a moſt loyal people; 


E : and ſecondly, that we are a free people, in the 
a common acceptation of that word, applied to a 
10 ſabject under a limited monarch. I know very 
Vell, that you and I, did, many years ago, in diſ- 
aß courſe differ much, in the preſence of lord Whar- 
on, about the meaning of that word liberty, with 
eelation to Ireland. But, if you will not allow us 
Jo be a free people, there is only another appel- 
Nation left, which I doubt, my lord chief juſtice 


and BW hitſhed would call me to account for, if I ven- 
a ture to beſtow : for I obſerved (and I ſhall never 
) dif- ÞP forget upon what occaſion) the device upon his 
* | oach to be, Libertas & natale lum, at the very 


Vor. IX. "bo point 


ſiure you will admit us to be a loyal people, ſo you 4 
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point of time when he was ſitting i in his court, 
and perjuring himſelf to betray both. 1 
Now, as for our loyalty to his preſent majeſty, AY 
if it has ever been equalled in any other part of 
his dominions, I am ſure it has never been ex. 
ceeded: and I am confident he has not a miniſter Wi 
in England, who could ever call-it once in queſ- MK 
tion: but that ſome hard rumours at leaſt hae 

been tranſmitted from t'other fide of the water, 1 

ſuppoſe you will not doubt: and rumours of the 

ſevereſt kind; which many good people have im- ; : L 
puted to the indired proceeding of Mr. Wood and WR; 
his emiſſaries: as if he endeavoured it ſhould be. 
thought, that our loyalty depended upon the teſ ES 

of refuſing or taking his copper. Now, as Ian 4 


will think it pardonable in us to hope for all pro- 
per marks of favour and protection from ſo gn. 
cious a king, that a loyal and free people can e, 
pect: among which, we all agree in reckoni 
this to be one; that Wood's half-pence may nere 
have entrance into this kingdom. And this W] 
| ſhall continue to wiſh, when we dare no longe # 
expreſs our wiſhes ; although there were no fuch 7 
mortal as a drapier in the world. + b y 
I am heartily ſorry, that any writer ſhould, i 11 
A cauſe ſo generally approved, give occaſion to th: 
government and council to charge him with pa 
graphs highly reflecting upon his majeſty an ubli 
* his miniſters ; tending to alienate the affection 
« of his good ſubjects in England and Ireland fro 
each other; and to promote ſedition among Wo 


| 6c F | 


* 
. 
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people. I muſt 8 that with many others, 
Tot he meant well ; although he might have 
| 8 failing of better writers, not to be always for- 
| : ſunate in the manner of expreſfing himſelf, 
| However, ſince the drapier is but one man, I 
Wall think I do a public ſervice by aſſerting, that 
Ine reſt of my countrymen are wholly free from 
: C Wearning out of his pamphlets to reflect on the "_ 
T r bis miniſters, and to breed ſedition. 
Bd ſolemnly declare, that I never once heard the 
U reflection caſt upon the king, on the ſubject 
1 Z 5 Mr. Wood's coin: for, in many diſcourſes on 
5 f Bis matter, I do not remember his majeſty's name 
be ſo much as mentioned. As to the miniſtry 
England, the only two perſons hinted at, were, 
= dike of Grafton and Mr. Walpole : the for- 
$ ; Per, as I have heard you and a hundred others af- 
: 3 Im, declared that he never faw the patent in fa- 
F Four of Mr. Wood, before it was paſſed, although 
Wc was then lord lieutenant : and therefore I ſup- 
! Ne every body believes that his grace has been 
. Folly unconcerned in it ever ſince. 
Mr. Walpole was indeed ſuppoſed to be under- | 
I bod by the letter W. in ſeveral news- papers ; 
F Nee it is ſaid that ſome expreſſions fell from 
m not very favourable to the people of Ireland; 
F Pr the truth of which the kingdom is not to 
wer, any more than for the diſcretion of the 
Z Wblithers. You obſerve, the drapier wholly clears 
| A r. Walpole of this charge by very ſtrong argu- 
i Wents ; and ſpeaks of kita: with civility. I can- 
Wot deny myſelf to have been often preſent, where 
2 L 2 the 


SLRS, 


1 5 thing here may be called great) cannot be igno- 


every thing that is diſliked; which 1 could eaſt] 
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the company gave their opinion that Mr. Walpdle 
favoured Mr. Wood's projects, which I alway 
contradicted; and for my own part never once 
opened my lips againſt that miniſter, either in 
mixed or particular meetings: and my reaſon for 
this reſervedneſs was; becauſe it pleaſed him in 
the queen's time (I mean queen Anne of ever ble. 
| ſed memory) to make a ſpeech directly againſt me 
by name, in the houſe of Commons, as 1 was told 
a very few minutes after, in the court of requeſts 

by more than fifty members. | 


But you, who are in a great ſtation here (i an 


rant, that whoever is underſtood by public voice 
to be chief miniſter, will, among the general talk- 
ors, ſhare the blame, whether. juſtly or not, of 


make appear in many inſtances from my wi 
knowledge, while I was in the world ; and par. 
ticularly in the caſe of the * greateſt, the wiſeſ 
and the moſt uncorrupt miniſter I ever converie 
with. 


But whatever unpleaſing opinion ſome peopl 
might conceive of Mr. Walpole, on account d 
thoſe half-pence, I dare boldly affirm it was en- 
tirely owing to Mr. Wood. Many perſons of cre- 
dit come from England, have affirmed to me an 
others, that they have ſeen letters under his hand 
full of arrogance and inſolence towards Ireland, and 


boaſting of his favour with Mr. Walpole ; which 


_ * Suppoſed to be the lord treaſurer Oxford. 


= 
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35 highly probable; becauſe he reaſonably thought 
WE: for his intereſt to ſpread ſuch a report, and be- 
j 7 auſe it is the known talent of low and little ſpi- 
Wits, to have a great man's name ae perpetually it in their 
g 5 jouths. 
= Thus I have ſufficiently juſtified the peop dle of 
eland from learning any bad leſſon out of the 
E Irapier 8 pamphlets, with regard to his majeſty and 
iss miniſters: and therefore, if thoſe papers were 
ntended to ſow ſedition among us, God be thanked 
z the ſeeds have fallen upon a very improper ſoil. 
As to alienating the affections of the people of 
WE ngland and Ireland from each other ; I believe 
ee drapier, Whatever his intentions were, has left 
| a that matter juft as he found 17 
have lived long in both FER as well i in 
5 country as in town ; and therefore take myſelf to 
e eas well informed, as moſt men, in the diſpoſi- 
ons of each people towards the other. By the 
Z deople I underſtand here, only the bulk of the 
mmon people; and I deſire no lawyer may diſ- 
Wort or extend my meaning. 
There is a vein of induſtry and parſimony, that 
ns through the whole people of England, which, 
Wedded to the eaſineſs of their rents, makes them 
ich and ſturdy. As to Ireland, they know little 
Vore of it than they do of Mexico: farther than 
hat it is a country ſubject to the king of Eng- 
P Ind, full of bogs, inhabited by wild Iriſh papiſts, 
4 (ho are kept in awe by mercenary troops ſent from 
3 Pes and their general opinion is, that it were 
Petter for England if this whole iſland were ſunk 
? 3 3 into 
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into the ſea: for they have a tradition, that eve 
forty years there muſt be a rebellion in Ireland, [ 2 | 
have ſeen the groſſeſt ſuppofitions paſs upon them 
that the wild Iriſh were taken in toils ; but thy! 
in ſome time they would grow ſo tame as to «i 
out of your hands: I have been aſked by hundres, Wi 
and particularly by my neighbours your tenants «i he 
. Pcpper-hara, whether I had come from Ireland b : : 
ſea: and, upon the arrival of an Iriſhman to 
country town, 1 have known crouds coming about 
him, and wondering to ſce him look ſo much bet. 
ter than themſelves. ZI 
A gentleman now in Dublin affirms, that, raſl YZ 
ſome months ago through Northampton, and fine 
ing the whole town in a flurry, with bells, bon 
| fires, and illuminations ; ; upon aſking the cauk 
he was told, that it was for joy that the Iriſh hu 
ſubmitted to receive Wood's half-pence. This, 
think, plainly ſhews what ſentiments that lag 
town has of us; and how little they made it thi 
own caſe ; although they lie directly in our way i 
London, and therefore cannot but be frequent Ep 
: convinced that we have human ſhapes. 


As to the people of this kingdom, they confi 3 
| either of Iriſh papiſts, who are as inconſiderable, uMil 
point of power, as the women and children ; «i 

of Engliſh proteſtants, who love their brethren d ; 
that kingdom, although they may poſſibly ſonrWl 
times complain when they think they are hard} 3 
uſed : however, I confeſs, I do not ſee that it is 0 5 
any great conſequence, how their perſonal aff: 
tions ſtand to each other, while the ſea divide | 
then 
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"I them, and while they continue in their loyalty to 
tc fame prince. And yet I will appeal to you, 
1 whether thoſe from England have reaſon to com- 
2 plain, when they come hither in purſuit of their 
= fortunes? or, whether the people of Ireland have 
© reaſon to boaſt, when they go to England upon 


me ſame deſign ? e „ 
My ſecond propoſition was, that we of Ireland 
WT arc a free people: this, I ſuppoſe, you will allow, 
at leaſt with certain limitations remaining in your 
5 own breaſt. However, I am ſure it is not cri- 
minal to affirm it; becauſe the words liberty and 
property, as applied to the ſubject, are often men- 
WE tioned in both houſes of parliament, as well as in 
WS yours and other courts below: whence it muſt 
Wy follow that the people of Ireland do, or ought to 
enjoy all the benefits of the common and ftatute 
law; ſuch as to be tried by juries, to pay no mo- 
ey without their own conſent as repreſented in 
barliament, and the like. If this be fo, and if it 
be univerſally agreed that a free people cannot by 
lu be compelled to take any money in payment, 
except gold and ſilver; I do not ſee why any man 
W ſhould be hindered from cautioning his country- 
wen againſt this coin of William Wood; who is 
endeavouring by fraud to rob us of that property, 
W which the laws have ſecured. If I am miſtaken, 
and this copper can be obtruded on us, I would put 
wle drapier's caſe in another light, by ſuppoſing 
| that a perſon going into his ſhop ſhould agree for 
dirty ſhillings worth of goods, and force the ſeller 
W {9 take his payment in a parcel of copper-pieces 
| L 4 intrinſi- 
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intrinſically not worth above a crown; I deſire to 
know whether the drapier would not be actual 

robbed of five and twenty ſhillings ; and how far 
he could be faid to be maſter of his property ? The 
ſame queſtion may be applied to rents and debts 


on bondor mortgage, and to all kind of commerce 
vrhatſoever. 


Give me leave to do, what the drapier "Ta don s / 
more than once before me, which is, to relate the W cive 
naked fact, as it ſtands in the view of the world. Weith 

One William Wood, Eſq; Aa hard-ware-man Pre: 
abtains by fraud a patent in England to coin 3 Al 


108, oool. in copper, to paſs in Ireland, leaving 
us liberty to take or to refuſe, The people here, 
in all ſorts of bodies and repreſentatives, do openly 
and heartily declare, that they will not accept this 
coin: to juſtify theſe declarations, they generally 
offer two reaſons ; firſt, becauſe by the words of 
the patent they 55 left to their own choice; and 
ſecondly, becauſe they are not obliged by law: ſo 
that you ſee there is, Bellum atque virum, a king- 
dom on one ſide, and William Wood on the other. 
And if Mr. Wood gets the victory at the expence 
of Ireland's ruin, and the profit of one or two 
hundred thouſand pounds (I mean by continuing, 
and counterfeiting as long as he lives) for Aimſeift 
I doubt, both preſent and future ages will at leaſt 
think it a very ſingular ſcheme. 


"6; this fact be truly ſtated, I muſt confeſs, I 
2 look upon it as my duty, ſo far as God has enabled 
me, and as as long as I keep within the bounds of 
truth, 
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vuch, of duty, and of decency, to warn my fel- 
low ſubjects, as they value their king, their coun- 
= try, and all that ought or can be dear to them, 
never to admit this pernicious coin; no not fo 
nuch as one ſingle half-penny. For if one ſingle 
mief forces the door, it is in vain to talk of 95 
ng out the whole crew behind. 

And while I ſhall be thus 8 I will never 
. give myſelf leave to ſuppoſe that what I ſay can 
. either offend my lord-lieutenant, whoſe perſon and 
WT -rcat qualities I have always highly reſpected, (as 
EE am fure his excellency will be my witneſs) or 
1 lite miniſters in England, -with whom I have no- 
3 thing to do, or they with me ; much leſs the privy- 


| council here; who, as I am informed, did ſend an 
; Waddreſs to his majeſty againſt Mr, Wood's coin; 
3 which if it be a miſtake, I defire I may not be ac 
f cue for a ſpreader of falſe news : but I confeſs, I 
n ſo great a ſtranger to affairs, that, for any 
» thing I know, the whole body of the council may 


Wince have been changed: and although I obſerved 
Wome of the very fame names in a late declaration 


Pgainſt that coin, which I ſaw ſubſcribed to the 


o iſfproclamation againſt the drapier, yet poſſibly they 
7, nay be different perſons : for they are utterly u un- 
'; non to me, and are likely to continue ſo. 

| In this controverſy, where the reaſoners on each 


dee are divided by St. George's channel, his majeſty's 
prerogative perhaps would not have been mentioned, 
if Mr. Wood and his advocates had not made it neceſ- 
tary, by giving out that the currency of his coin ſhould 
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be enforced by a proclamation. The traders au 
common people of the kingdom were heartily wil. 45 
ling to refuſe this coin; but the fear of a proch. EY | 
mation brought along with it moſt dreadful appre. Wi 
henſions. It was therefore abſolutely neceſſary u 
the drapier to remove this difficulty; and accord. 
ingly, in one of his former pamphlets, he pro 
duced invincible arguments (wherever he Picked 
them up) that the king's prerogative was not at 
all concerned in the matter; ſince the law had (uf. 
n, provided againſt any coin to be impoſe 
on the ſubject, except gold and filver ; and tha 
copper is not money, but, as it has been Properh 
cg nummorum famulus. 

The three former letters from the drapier bi 
not received any public cenſure, I look upon then 
to be without exception; and that the good per 
ple of the kingdom ought to read them often, i 
order to keep up that ſpirit raiſed againſt this d. 
ſtructive coin of Mr. Wood: as for this laſt letter, 
againſt which a proclamation is iſſued; I ſhall 
only fay, that I could with it were ſtripped of dl 
| that can be any way exceptionable ; which I would 
not think it below me to undertake, if my abi 
| lities were equal; but, being naturally ſomewhut 
flow of comprehenſion, no lawyer, and apt to be 
lieve the beſt of thoſe, who profeſs good deſigns 
without any viſible motive either of profit or hf 
nour; I might pore for ever, ward. diſtinguiſh ä 
ing the cockle from the corn. | 
That which I am told gives the greateſt offend 


in this laſt letter, is, where the drapier affirms 
that, 


OSEPT TEL in 


PY hat, if a rebellion ſhould prove ſo ſucceſsful as to 
br the pretender on the throne of England, he 
EE would _ ſo far to tranſgreſs the Iriſh ſta- 
WS tute, which unites Ireland to England under one 
| Th king, as to loſe every drop of his * to hindge 
nim from being king of Ireland. - 
I ſhall not preſume to vindicate any man, who 
i openly declares he would tranſgreſs a ſtatute; and 
WW ſtatute of ſuch importance: but, with the moſt 
3 humble ſubmiſſion and deſire of pardon for a very 
WS innocent miſtake, I ſhould be apt to think, that 
1 the loyal intention of the writer, might be at leaſt 
come ſmall extenuation of his crime; for in this 1 
3 confeſs myſelf to think with the drapier. 
have not been hitherto told of any other ob- 
al ecdions againſt that pamphlet; but I ſuppoſe, theß 
vill all appear at the proſecution of the drapier. 
And! think, whoever in his own conſcience be- 
leves the ſaid pamphlet to be wicked and mali- 
7 cious, ſeditious and ſcandalous, highly reflecting 
upon his majeſty and his miniſters, &c. would do 
a well to diſcover the author (as little a friend as 1 
dull m to the trade of informers) although the reward 
ab. of 3007. had not been tacked to the diſcovery. I 
uu 22, it would be a great ſatisfaction to me to hear 
de the arguments not only of judges, but of lawyers 
owl upon this caſe. Becauſe you cannot but know, 
5h there often happen occaſions, wherein it would be 
will 1 bit convenient that the bulk of the people ſhould 
be informed how they ought to conduct them- 
rn ſelves ; and therefore it has been the wiſdom of the 
rm | Engliſh parliaments to be very reſerved in limiting 
5 the 


fror prevails, by which a whole nation may be 
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the preſs. When a bill is debating in either houſe | 


of parliament there, nothing is more uſual, than to 
| Have the controverſy handled by pamphlets on both 
fides, without the leaſt animadverſion upon the 
author s. 
So here, in hs me af Mr. Wood and his c coin; 
fince the two houſes gave their opinion by od 
dreſſes, how dangerous the currency of that cop- 
per would be to Ireland, it was, without all queſ- 
tion, both lawful and convenient, that the bulk 

of the people ſhould be let more particularly into 
the nature of the danger they were in, and of the 

_ remedies that were in their own power, if they 
would have the ſenſe to apply them; and this 
cannot be more conveniently done, than by parti. 
cylar perſons, to whom God has given zeal and 
underſtanding ſufficient for ſuch an undertaking, 
Thus it happened in the caſe of that deſtructive 
project for a bank in Ireland, which was brought 
into parliament a few years ago; and it was al- 
lowed, that the arguments and writings of ſome 
without doors, contributed very much to reject it. 
Now I ſhould be heartily glad, if ſome able 
lawyers would preſcribe the limits, how far a pri- 
vate man may venture in delivering his thoughts 
upon public matters: becauſe a true lover of his 
country, may think it hard to be a quiet ſtander- 
by, and an indolent looker-on, while a public er- 


ruined. Every man who enjoys property, has ſome 
ſhare in the publick ; and therefore the care of the 
Gans | SON ES b b. 
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= | publick; is, in ſome 0 every ſuch man's oon- 
ſent. N 
To come to particulars; I could with to know, 

whether it be utterly unlawful in any writer ſo 
much as to mention the pretogative ; at leaſt fo 
ar as to bring it into doubt upon any point what- 
5 ſoever: I know it is often debated in Weſtminſter- 
ban; and Sir Edward Coke, as well as other emi- 
vent lawyers, do N handle that g in 
3 their books. 
z Secondly, how. far the prerogative ident 15 
WE force coin upon the ſubject, which is not ſterling; 
WS ſuch as lead, braſs, copper, mixt metal, ſhells, 
WT leather, or any other material; and fix upon it what- 
oer denomination the crown ſhall think fit? 

W Thicdly, what is really and truly meant by that 
. = phraſe of a depending kingdom, as applied to Ire- : 
band, and wherein that dependency „ 
3 Laſtly, In what points, relating to liberty and 
. property, the people of Ireland differ, or at leaſt 
eight to differ, from thoſe of England. 
A | If theſe particulars were made ſo clear that none 
could miſtake them, it would be of infinite eaſe 
ad uſe to the kingdom ; and either N or 
lence all diſcontents. 
My lord Sommers, the Peoten man I ever knew 
of your robe, and whoſe thoughts of Ireland dif- 
keered as far as heaven and earth from thoſe of ſome 
others among his brethren here, lamented to me, 
chat the prerogative of the crown, or the privi- 
z Wicges of parliament, ſhould ever be liable to diſpute 
Wu any ſingle branch of either ; by which means, 
= he 


me 
the 
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he ſaid, the publick often ſuffered great incon: 

veniences, whereof he gave me ſeveral inſtance, 

I produce the authority of ſo eminent a perſon, 9 
_ juſtify ch deſires that ſome high points might 0 

cleared. 

For want of ſuch ns afcertainment, hol 
ths: a writer may proceed in expreſſing his goo 
| wiſhes for his country, a perſon of the moſt inno- 
cent intentions, may poſſibly, by the oratory and 
comments of lawyers, be charged with many crimes, 

which from his very ſoul he abhors ; and cont: 
quently may be ruined in his fortunes, and left ty 
rot among thieves in ſome ſtinking Jail, mereh 
for miſtaking the purlieus of the law. I ha 
known, in my life-time, a printer proſecuted ani 
convicted for publiſhing a * pamphlet, where th 
author's intentions, I am confident, were as good 
and innocent, as thoſe of a martyr at his hf 
prayers. I did very lately, as I thought it my 
duty, preach to the people under my infpection 
upon the ſubject of Mr. Wood's coin; and al 
though I never heard that my ſermon gave th: 
leaſt offence, as I am ſure none was intended, yet, 
if it were now printed and publiſhed, I cannot 
ſay, I would inſure it from the hands of the com- 
mon hangman, or my own 1 perſon from thoſe of 
a meſſenger. yo 
1 have heard the late chief juſtice Holt affirm 
that in all cruninal caſes, the moſt favourable in- 
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rpreution ſhould be put upon words, that they 
x un poſſibly bear. You meet the fame poſition aſ- 
| z erted in many trials for the greateſt crimes ; though 
eien very ill practiſed by the perpetual corruption 
St bf judges. And I remember at a trial in Kent, . 
vbere Sir George Rook was indicted for calling a 
eatleman knave and villain, the lawyer for the 
endant, brought off his client, by alledging 
at the words were not injurious; for knave in 
ee old and true ſignification imported only a ſer- 
2 ant; and villain in Latin is villicus, which is no 
. ore than a man employed in e N or 
| ; ther a baily. 
If Sir John Holt's opinion were a ſtandard | 
im for all times and circumſtances, any writer, 
ech a very ſmall meaſure of diſcretion, might eaſily 
0d R e ſafe; but I doubt, in practice, it has been fre- : 
ently controlled, at leaſt before his time: for 1 
e it to be an old rule in law. 
I bave read, or heard, a paſſage of Bense Leti 
4 n Italian; who, being in London, buſying him- 
lf with writing the hiſtory of England, told king 
WE harles the ſecond, that he endeavoured as much 
Ws he could to avoid giving offence, but found it 
ching impoſſible, although he ſhould have been 
Bs wife as Solomon. The king anſwered, that if 
Whis were the caſe, he had better employ his time 
F writing proverbs, as Solomon did : but Leti 
$7 under no public neceſſity of writing; neither 
. Frould England have been one half- penny the bet- 
* er or the worle, whether he writ or not. 


5 18 


This 


„ x 

1 

. * 
3 

'Þ - 
8 
D 
+5 


160 TO LORD MIDDLETON. 


This I mention, becuaſe I know it will readily NY 
bs objected, what have private men to do with th Wil 
publick ? what call had a drapier to turn polit. 
cian, to meddle in matters of ſtate ? would ng 
his time have been better employed in looking u 
his ſhop; or his pen, in writing proverbs, elegie, 
ballads, garlands, and wonders? he would tha 
have been out of all danger of proclamations an] 
proſecutions. Have we not able magiſtrates an 
\ _ counſellors hourly watching over the public- weil 
All this may be true: and yet, when the addreſſy 
from both houſes of parliament againſt Mr. Wood 
| half-pence failed of ſucceſs, if ſome pen had ng 
been employed to inform the people how far the 

might legally proceed in refuſing that coin, to d. 

te& the fraud, the artifice, and inſolence of thei 

coiner, and to lay open the moſt ruinous conſ- 
_ quences to the whole kingdom, which would i in. 
evitably follow from the currency of the ſaid coin, FI 
I might appeal to many hundred thouſand peopl; 
whether any one of them would ever have had thi 
courage or ſagacity to refuſe it, . 

If this copper ſhould begin to make its way ” 
mong the common ignorant people, we are ini 7 
evitably undone. It is they, who give us ti 
greateſt apprehenſion, being eaſily frighted, ani 
greedy to ſwallow miſ-informations : for, if ever D 
man were wiſe enough to underſtand his own in- 
tereſt, which is every man's principal ſtudy, then 
would be no need of pamphlets upon this occaſion 
but as things ſtand, I have thought it abſolutely ne 3 
err from my duty to God, my king, and i 
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country, to 161071 the people, that the proclama- 

tion lately iſſued againſt the drapier, doth not in 

the leaſt affect the caſe of Mr. Wood and his coin; 
but only refers to certain paragraphs 1 in the drapier's 
Slat pamphlet (not immediately relating to his ſub- 
Jiect, nor at all to the merits of the cauſe) which 
he government was pleaſed to diſlike ; fo that any 
man has the ſame liberty to reject, to write and to 
eclare againſt this coin, which he had before: 
5 either is any man obliged to believe, that thoſe 
honourable perſons (whereof you are the firſt) who 
ened that memorable proclamation againſt the 
3 . S Wdrapier, have at all chan ged their opinions with re- 
: Wed to Mr. Wood or his coin. 
| Therefore, concluding myſelf to be thus far 
; JPpon a fafe and fire foot, I ſhall continue upon 
; . any proper occaſion, as God enables me, to revive 
ad preſerve that ſpirit raiſed in the nation (whe- 
ber the real author were a real drapier or not is 
| 4 ittle to the purpoſe) againſt this horrid defign of 
Ir. Wood; at the fame time carefully watching 
WE vcry ſtroke of my pen, and venturing only to in- 
Nur the public cenſure of the world, as a writer, not 
f my lord chief-juſtice Whitſhed, as a criminal. 
Whenever an order ſhall come out by authority, 
bidding all men, upon the higheſt penalties, to 
fer any thing in writing or diſcourſe againſt Mr. 
Vood's half-pence, I fhall certainly ſubmit. How 
"cr, if that ſhould happen, I am determined to 
| [ de ſomewhat more than the laſt man in the king- 
m to receive them; becauſe I will never receive 
= at all: for, although I know ho to be ſilent, 
Vor. IX. | M I have 
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I have not yet learned to pay active obedience againſ 
my conſcience, and the public ſafety. 1 
T deſire to put a caſe, which I think the drapie | 
in ſome of his books has put before me; although er 
not ſo fully as it requires. . . 
Vou know the copper half-pence 3 in England * 
coined by the publick; and every piece wort 
pretty near the value of the copper. Now ſuppoſ WM 
that inſtead of the public coinage, a patent hu 
been granted to ſome private obſcure perſon, ff 3 
coining a proportionable quantity of copper ini 5 
that kingdom, to what Mr. Wood is preparing u 
this; and all of it at leaſt five times below the i. 
trinſic value: the current money of England i 
| reckoned to be twenty millions; and ours und 
five hundred thouſand pounds: by this computs E 
tion, as Mr. Wood has power to give us 108,000 
pounds; ſo the patentee in England, by the fam 
proportion, might circulate four millions this 
hundred and twenty thouſand pounds; befide a 
much more by ſtealth and counterfeits. I defi 
to know from you, whether the parliament mig 
not have addreſſed upon ſuch an occafion ; whit 
ſucceſs they probably would have had; and hoy 
many drapiers would have riſen to peſter the word 
with pamphlets ? yet that kingdom would not Fi 
ſo great a ſufferer as ours in the like caſe ; becauk 
their caſh would not be conveyed into foreighlM 
countries, but lie hid in the cheſts of cautiouiſ 
thrifty men until better times. Then I deſire, fo 
the ſatisfaction of the publick, that you will pleak 


to inform me, why this country is treated in i 
yer 
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ee different a manner in a point of ſuch high 
importance; whether it be on account of Poining's 
a; of ſubordination ; dependence; or any other 
term of art, which I ſhall not conteſt, but am too 
aull to underſtand. 
lam very ſenſible, that the at or ill FFP 
of Mr. Wood, will affect you leſs than any perſon 
: 5 of conſequence in the kingdom; becauſe I hear 
ou are ſo prudent as to make all your purchaſes in 
England: and truly ſo would I, if I had money, 
cchough I were to pay a hundred years purchaſe ; - 
becauſe I ſhould be glad to poſſeſs a freehold, that 
Bf ould not be taken from me by any law to which 
did not give my own conſent ; and where I ſhould 
euer be in danger of receiving my rents in mixt 
Popper at the loſs of ſixteen ſhillings in the pound. 
WY ou can live in eaſe and plenty at Pepper-hara in 
Wurrey ; and therefore I thought it extremely gene- 
Vous and public-ſpirited in you to be of the king- 
om's fide in this diſpute, by ſhewing without re- 
ere your diſapprobation of Mr. Wood's deſign; 
t leaſt if you have been ſo frank to others as you 


Wt, conſidering how much we differ in other points; 
ud therefore I could get but few believers, when 
W'ttcmpted to juſtify you in this article from your 
| dwn words. 

W 1 would humbly offer another 1 which 
W do not remember to have fallen under the drapier's 5 
7 nne If theſe half-pence ſhould once gain 
Wimittance, it is agreed, that in no long ſpace of 
ime, what by the clandeſtine practices of the 
M 2 cCoiner, 


eere to me; which indeed I could not but wonder 
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coiner, what by his own counterfeits, and thoſe of 
others either from abroad or at home, his limites 
quantity would be tripled upon us, until then 
would not be a grain of gold or filver viſible in the 
nation. This in my opinion would lay a * 
charge upon the crown, by creating a neceſſity of 
tranſmitting money from England to pay the ſalarie 
at leaſt of the principal civil officers: for I do no 
conceive how a judge (for inſtance) could ſupper 
his dignity with a thouſand pounds a year in Wood. 
coin; which would not intrinſically be worth ne 
two hundred. To argue. that theſe half-pence, 1 
no other coin were current, would anfwer the g. 
neral ends of commerce among ourſelves, is a gret 
miſtake ; and the drapier has made that matter to 
clear to admit an anſwer, by ſhewing us what even 
owner of land muſt be forced to do with the produ®Mi 
of it in ſuch a diſtreſs. You may read his remark 
at large in his ſecond or third : letter; to which | 
refer you. 
Before I conclude, 1 cannot but abfaree. the 
for ſeveral months paſt there have more papers bee 
written in this town, ſuch as they are, all upon tix 
| beſt public principle, the love of our country, tha 
perhaps has been known in any other nation in | 
thort a time: I ſpeak in general from the drapit 
down to the maker of ballads ; and all without ay 
regard to the common motives of writers ; bi 
are profit, favour, and reputation. As to profit, 
am aſſured by perſons of credit, that the beſt bali 
1255 Mr. Wood will not yield above a groat to tx 
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mor; and the unfortunate adventurer Harding“ 
i eclares he never made the drapier any preſent, ex- 
5 ept one pair of ſciſſars. As to favour, whoever 
inks to make his court by oppoſing Mr. Wood, 
not very deep in politicks. And as to reputation, 
ertainly no man of worth and learning would em- 
oy his pen upon ſo tranſitory a ſubject, and in ſo 
bſcure a corner of the world, to diſtinguiſh him- 
f as an author. So that I look upon myſelf, the 
E Prapier, and my numerous brethren, to be all Aw 
gatriots in our ſeveral degrees. 
All that the publick can expect for the future, 
only to be ſometimes warned to beware of Mr. 
ood's half-pence; and to be referred for convic- 
on to the drapier's reaſons. For, a man of the 
Voſt ſuperior underſtanding, will find it impoſlible 
Wo make the beſt uſe of it, while he writes in con- 
aint; perpetually ſoftening, correcting, or blot- 
Wing out expreſſions, for fear of bringing his prin- 
Wer, or himſelf, under a proſecution from my lord 
Whicf juſtice Whitſhed. It calls to my remem- 
3 drance the madman in Don Quixote, who, being 
Woundly beaten by a weaver for letting a ſtone (which | 
Wc always carried on his ſhoulder) fall upon a ſpa- 
Piel, apprehended that every cur he met was of the - 
me ſpecies. 
W For theſe reaſons I am e that what I 
Wave now written will appear low and inſi pid; but, 
f it contributes in the leaſt to preſerve that union 
i * us for oppoſing this fatal project of Mr. 
ood, my pains will not be altogether loſt. 


— The printer of the drapier's letters. 
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I ſent theſe papers to an eminent lawyer (and ye 
a man of virtue and learning into the bargain) why, 
after many alterations, returned them back with a. Wt 
ſuring me that they are perfectly innocent; withou WM 
the leaſt mixture of treaſon, rebellion, ſedition, i 
malice, diſſaffection y reflection, or wicked infinu Tj 
tion whatſoever. . 
If the bell- man of eich pariſh, as he goes hi 
circuit, would cry out every night, Paſt twehe 
o'clock; Beware of Wood's half-pence ; it would 
probably cut off the occaſion for publiſhing ay 
more pamphlets ; provided that in country towns i 
were done upon market days. For my own part 
as ſoon as it ſhall be determined that it is not way 
law, IL will begin the experiment in the liberty d 
. Patrick s; and Hope my example may be fo. 
lowed in the whole city. But if authority hal. 
think fit to forbid all writings or diſcourſes upon 
this ſubject, except ſuch as are in favour of M. 
Wood, I will obey as it becomes me; only, when Z 
I am in danger of burſting, I will go and whiſpx*Wi 
among the reeds, not any reflection upon the wi-Wif 
dom of my countrymen ; but only theſe few words, 


BEWARE OF WOOD'S HALF-PENCE. 


"Fan 
with due reſpedt, 
your moſt obedient, 


| _ | humble ſervant, | 
Deanry-houſe, 
Oct, 26, 1724. 
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HAVE been told, that petitions 3 addreſſes, 5 
} to * either king or parliament, are the right 
f every ſubject; provided they conſiſt with that 
? : ed, which is due to princes and great aſſem- 

lies. Neither do I remember, that the modeſt 


. W..opoſals or opinions of private men have been ill- 
hn Feceived, when they have not been delivered in the 
"i Ityle of advice; which is a preſumption far from 
Wil- 


my thoughts. However, if propoſals ſhould be 
Wooked upon as too aſſuming; yet I hope, every 
F an may be ſuffered to declare his own and the 

[ Pation' s wiſhes. For inſtance; I may be allowed 
Who wich, that ſome farther laws were enacted for 
* advancement of trade, for the improvement of 
N Periculture, now ſtrangely neglected, againſt the 
Enaxims of all wiſe nations: for ſupplying the 
Wnanifeſt defects in the acts ace the plan- 


8 


It mould be chber to? King or par! Hament, Kc. 
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tation of trees; for ſetting the 79 to work ; an 
many others. 
Upon this principle I may venture to affirm, it 
is the hearty wiſh of the whole nation, very few 
_ excepted, that the parliament, in this ſeſſion, would 
5 begin by ſtrictly examining into the deteſtable 
fraud of one William Wood, now or late o 
London, hardware-man; who illegally and clan- 
deſtinely, as appears by your own votes and ad- 
dreſſes, procured a patent in England for coining 
| half-pence in that kingdom to be current here 
This, I fay, is the wiſh of the whole nation, 
5 very few excepted; and upon account of thoſe few, 
is more ſtrongly and juſtly the wiſh of the reſt: 
_ thoſe few conliſting either of Wood's confederate 
ſome obſcure tradeſmen, or certain bold UNDER- 
TAKERS, of weak judgment and ſtrong ambition, 
who think to find their accounts in the ruin of the 
nation, by ſecuring or advancing themſelves. And 
becauſe ſuch men proceed upon a ſyſtem of po- 
liticks, to which I would fain hope you will be 
always utter Rrangers, I ſhall humbly lay it be- 
fore you. 
hee pleaſed to ſuppoſe me in a mation of fifteen 
andrea pounds a year, ſalary and perquiſites; and 
likewiſe poſſeſſed of 8ool. a year real eſtate. Then 
ſuppoſe a deſtructive project to be on foot ; ſuch 
for inſtance as this of Wood; which, if it ſuc- 
ceed in all the conſequences naturally to be ex- 
pected from it, muſt fink the rents and wealth 
of the kingdom one half, although I am conti- 
dent, it would have done fo five ſixths: ä 


I I con- 
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1 conceive that the countenancing, or privately 
W c@pporting this project, will pleaſe thoſe by whom 
expect to be preſerved, or higher exalted: no- 
hing then remains, but to compute and balance 
my gain and my loſs, and ſum up the whole. I 
[ N ſuppoſe that I ſhall keep my employment ten years, 
ot to mention the fair chance of a better. This 
at pool. a year amounts in ten years to 15000]. 
# My eſtate by the ſucceſs of the ſaid project finks 
= 10ol. a year ; which, at twenty years purchaſe, 18 
but 80ool. fo that I am a clear gainer of 7000]. 
B upon the balance. And during all that period I 
a poſſeſſed of power and credit, can gratify my 
I favourites, and take vengeance on INF. enemies. 
nd if the Project miſcarry, my private merit 
Wis ſtill entire. This arithmetick, as horrible as 
Wit appears, I knowingly affirm to have been prac- 
tied and applied, in conjunctures whereon de- 
vended the ruin or ſafety of a nation: although 
probably the charity and virtue of a ſenate will 
. pry be induced to believe, that there can be 
ſuch monſters among mankind. And yet the 


. 


n 
1 


3 bile lord Bacon mentions a ſort of people (I 
doubt the race is not yet extinct) who would 
Net a houſe on fire for the convenience of roaſt- 
3 ing their own eggs at the flame. 

But whoever is old enough to remember, and 

uc- Wis turned his thoughts to obſerve the courſe of 
ex- j public affairs in this kingdom from the time of 

che Revolution, muſt acknowledge, that the higheſt . 
points of intereſt and liberty, have been often a- 
crificed to the avarice and ambition of particular 
on- | perſons, 


that I have ſuppoſed : the only wonder is, hoy 
theſe artiſts were able to prevail upon number, 


| bribe, wreaking his malice, ſerving his party, q 
_ conſulting his preferment, while his wickedneſ 
terminates in the ruin only of particular perſons 
But to deliver up our whole country, and even 
living ſoul who inhabits it, to certain deſtructioz 
has not, as I remember, been permitted by th 
moſt favourable caſuiſts on the fide of corruption, 
It were far better, that all who have had the 
- misfortune to be born in this kingdom, ſhould te 
rendered incapable of holding any employment 
whatſoever above the degree of a conſtable (accord. 
ing to the ſcheme and intention of a * geen 


among ourſelves. Becauſe, in the former caſe, w 


| betrayed ; ſince none could then have impudenc 
enough to pretend any public good. 


new half-pence, I have not heard of any man abort 1 


Hitherto © bold, as in direct terms to vindica 
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perſons, upon the very principles and arithmetick 


and influence even public aſſemblies, to beck boi 


inſtruments for effecting their execrable deſigns, nc 


It is, I think, in all conſcience, latitude enougk | 4 yer 
for vice, if a man in ſtation be allowed to a; eit 
injuſtice upon the uſual principles of getting EX 


= 54 2 


miniſter gone to his own place) than to live u. 


der the daily apprehenſion of a few falſe brethra 


ſhould be wholly free from the danger of being" 
It is true, that in this deſperate affair of thi ; 
my own degree of a ſhop-keeper, to have bel 


The late Earl of Sunderland, 
SES the 
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he catal pro) ject; although 1 have been told of 
| 5 = very mollifying expreſſions which were uſed, 
5 * very gentle expedients propoſed and handed 
bout, when it firſt came under debate: but, 
N Ence the eyes of the people have been ſo far 
Z _ that the moſt ignorant can plainly ſee 
eir own ruin in the ſucceſs of Wood's attempt, 
ec grand compounders have been more cautious. 

E But, that the ſame ſpirit till ſubſiſts, has mani- 
ey appeared (among other inſtances of great 

3 Wompliance) from certain circumſtances , that have 

b tended ſome late proceedings in a court of jus 
Wicature. There is not any common-place more 

g | equently inſiſted on by thoſe who treat of our 


the 3 
i pnſtitution, than the great happineſs and excellency 
th Th by | juries ; yet, if this bleſſed part of our 


be cludible at pleaſure, by the force of power, 


3 Z rowns, and artifice, we ſhall have little reaſon to 
oO eee oves other 
ts or kingdoms in Europe. And ſurely theſe 
ni igh proceedings, exerciſed in a point that fo 


| : early concerned the life-blood of the people, 
Whcir W ſubſiſtence, their very ood and rai- 


3 ny 3 appearance; backubs it a 5g 
1 us, that ſo much ſuperabundant zeal could have 
Wo other deſign, or produce any other effect, than to 
mp that ſpirit raiſed in the nation againſt this ac- 
Wurſed ſcheme of William Wood and his abettors ; 
V which ſpirit alone we owe, and for ever muſt owe, 
gur being hitherto preſerved, and our hopes of being 
Preſerved for the future, if it can be kept up, and 
"THINS ſtoungly 


: England. One of theſe emiſſaries came to me 
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ſtrongly countenanced by your wiſe aſſemblies. | 
with I could account for ſuch a demeanor, Upon 
more charitable foundation, than that of Putting 
our intereſt in over-balance with the ruin of ou Wi 
preg 48 | . Fen 
I remember ſome months ago, when this af 
as freſh in diſcourſe, a perſon nearly alljed 9 
SOMEBODY, or (as the hawkers called him 
NOBODY, who was thought deeply concerned 
went about very diligently among his acquaintance 
to ſhew the bad conſequences that might follow 
from any public reſentment, to the diſadvantay 
of his ally, Mr. Wood; principally alledging t 
danger of all employments being diſpoſed of fron 


and urged the ſame topick : I anſwered natural 
that I knew there was no office of any kind, whit 
a man from England might not have, if he thought 
it worth his aſking ; and that I looked upon al 
who had the diſadvantage of being born here, 2 
only in the conditions of leaſers and gleanen, 
Neither could I forbear mentioning the known 
fable of the countryman, who entreated his 20 
to fly, for fear of being taken by the enemy; 
but the aſs refuſed to give himſelf that trouble 
and upon a very wiſe reaſon ; becauſe he could 
not poſſibly change his orefent: maſter for a work: 
the enemy could not make him fare harder, bei 
him more cruelly, « or load him with heavier but 
dens. 
Upon theſe, and many other conſiderations, | 


may affirm it to be the with of the whole nt 
; | tion, 
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on, that the power and privileges of juries were 
ecclared, aſcertained, and confirmed by the legiſla- 
| . ure; and that whoever has been manifeſtly known 
Wo violate them, might be ſtigmatized by public 
enſure; not from any hope that ſuch a cenſure 
vill amend their practices, or hurt their intereſt 
L. [for it may probably operate quite contrary in both) 
Nut that the nation may know their enemies, 
om their friends. 
1 ſay not this with any regard or view to 
5 myſelf; for I write in great ſecurity; ; and am 
W-folved that none ſhall merit at my expence, far- 
N ther than by ſhewing their zeal to diſcover, proſe- 
Nite, and condemn me, for endeavouring to do 
2 ny duty in ſerving my country : and yet I am 
Wonſcious to myſelf, that I never had the leaſt 
YZ ntention to reflect on his majeſty's miniſters, nor 
I dn any other perſon, except William Wood, 
hom I neither did, nor do yet conceive to be 
f that number. However, ſome would have it, 
What I went too far; but I ſuppoſe they will 
Wow allow en miſtaken, I am ſure I 
Night eaſily have gone farther, and I think I 
Would not eaſily have fared worſe. And therefore | 
vas no farther affected with their proclamation, 
Dad ſubſequent proceedings, than a good clergy- 
ran is, with the fins of the people. And as to 
e poor printer, he is now gone to appear before 
higher, and before a righteous tribunal, 


great aſſemblies the general wiſhes of the nation; 
nd as J have already declared it our principal 


ti on, wiſh, 


As my intention is only to lay before Your | 


9 PETER n. 


with, that your firſt proceedin g would be to examitt 
into the pernicious fraud of William Wood; ſo 
muſt add, as the univerſal opinion, that all head 
of commutation, compoſition, and the like expe. 
dients, either avowed or implied, will be of th 
moſt pernicious conſequences to the publick; again 
the dignity of a free kingdom ; and prove an en. 
couragement to future adventurers, in the ſame de 
ſtructive projects. For it is a maxim, which m 
man at preſent difputes, that even a connivance t 
admit one thouſand pounds in theſe half-penc 
will produce, in time, the ſame ruinous effects, 
if we openly conſented to admit a million. It wer 
therefore infinitely more ſafe and eligible to len 
things in the doubtful, melancholy ſtate they ar 
at preſent (which however God forbid) and tri bf 
entirely to the general averſion of our people again 
this coin, uſing all honeſt endeavours to preſer t w 
continue, and increaſe that averſion, than ſubmifi 
to apply thoſe palliatives, which weak, perfidioui 
or abject politicians, are, upon all occaſions, a F 
in all diſeaſes, ſo ready to adminiſter. 4 
In the {mall compaſs of my reading (which hon : 
ever has been more extenſive than is uſual to ma 
of my inferior calling) I have obſerved that orieri q 
ances have always preceded ſupplies ; and if eit 4 
' grievances had a title to ſuch a pre-eminence, 1 
muſt be this of Wood; becauſe it is not only te 
greateſt grievance that any country could ſuf 
but a grievance of ſuch a kind, that if it ſhould call 
effect, would make it impoſſible for us to gin 
any — at all, except in adulterate copper 


unle 


* 
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3 L unleſs 4 tax were laid for paying the civil arid mili- 
5 ay liſts, and the large penſions, with real commo- 
ities inftead of money; which however might be 
% : Piablc to ſome few objections as well as difficulties: 
8 For, although the common ſoldiers might be con- 
5 5 tent with beef and mutton, and wool, and malt, 
1 leather; yet I am in ſome doubt as to the 
enerals, the colonels, the numerous penſioners, 
E Tee civil officers and others, who all live in Eng- 
a Wand upon Iriſh pay, as well as thoſe few who re- 
ade among us only becauſe they cannot help it. 
W There is one particular, which although I have 
Wncntioned more than once in ſome of my former 
I Papers, yet I cannot forbear to repeat, and a little 
3 Balarge upon it; becauſe I do not remember to 
3 Save read or heard: of the like in the hiſtory of 
y age or country; neither do I ever reflect upon 
Wt without the utmoſt aſtoniſhment. 
vali After the unanimous addreſſes to his fra ma- 
Wl againſt this patent of Wood, from both houſes 
F parliament, which are the three eſtates of the 
| dem,; and likewiſe an addreſs from the privy 
Wouncil, to whom, under the chief governors, the 
Whole adminiſtration is intruſted; the matter is 


how- 
) mel 


1 , Pferred to a committee of onntal in London. 

ee 00d, and his adherents are heard on one ſide; 
ice, Id a few volunteers, without any truſt or 4 
ly ion from hence, on the other. The queſtion (as 


ſuffer | remember) chiefly turned upon the want of half- 
d i ence in Ireland: witneſſes are called on the behalf 
o gi Wood of what credit I have formerly ſhewn : 

oppet pon the iſſue, the patent is found good and legal; 


unle 8 all 


underſtood them to be our governors, counſellor, 


For there is no doubt, but we do want both half 
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all his majeſty's officers here (not excepting th: 
military) commanded to be aiding and aſſiſting u 
make it effectual; the addreſſes of both houſes (x 
_ parliament, of the privy council, and of the city cc 
Dublin, the declarations of moſt counties and c. 
porations through the kin gdom, are altogether ly . : by 
aſide, as of no weight, conſequence, or conſiden. Wi 
tion whatſoever; and the whole kingdom of Tre, 
land nonſuited in default of appearance; as if i 
were a private cauſe between John Doe, Plaintif 
and William Roe, defendant. 


With great reſpect to thoſe hanourable perſons, 
the committee of- council in London, I have nut 


or judges. Neither did our caſe turn at all upon = 


5 the queſtion, whether Ireland wanted half-pence, 


pence, gold, and ſilver; and we have number 
other wants, and ſome that we are not ſo much s 
allowed to name, although they are peculiar 1 
this nation; to which no other is ſubject, whon 
God has bleſſed with religion and laws, or ay 
degree of ſoil and ſunſhine : but for what demerit 
on our fide Iam altogether i in the dark. 


But I do not remember that our want of hull 
pence, was either affirmed, or denied, in any d 
our addreſſes or declarations againſt thoſe of Wood 
We alledged the fraudulent obtaining and exe 
cuting of his patent; the baſeneſs of his metal 
and the prodigious ſum to be coined, which migli 
be increaſed by ſtealth, from foreign importation 
and his own counterfeits, as well as thoſe at home; 
whereb) 
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N k hereby We muſt infallibly loſe all our little gold 


ud filver, and all our poor remainder of a very 
E limited and diſcouraged trade. We urged, that 
ee patent was paſſed without the leaſt reference 

iber; and without mention of any ſecurity given 
5 by Wood to receive his own half-pence upon de- 
and; both which are contrary: to all former pro- 
F ceedings in the like caſes. Theſe and many other 
Y | rouments we offered ; but ſtill the patent went 
Wn, and at this day our ruin would have been half 
. pompleted, if God in his mercy had not raiſed a 
Wniverſal deteſtation of theſe half-pence in the whole 


mo 
49 kingdom, with a firm reſolution never to receive 


em, ſince we are not under obligations to do ſo, 
any law, either human or divine. 


On f 
„ But, in the name of God, and of all juſtice and 
H. ok when the king's majeſty was pleaſed that 
1 Whis patent ſhould paſs, is it not to be underſtood, 


F hat he conceived, believed, and intended it as a gra- 
1 ous act, for the good and benefit of his ſubjects, for 
I ſhe advantage of a great and fruitful kingdom; of the 
Voſt loyal kingdom upon earth, where no hand or 
Woice was ever lifted up againſt him; a kingdom, 
bere the paſſage is not of three hours From: Britain, 
a nd a kingdom where papiſts have leſs power and leſs 
0 | land than in England ? can it be denied, or doubted, 5 


od. hat his majeſty's miniſters underſtood and pro 
exe. Ns the ſame end, the good of this nation, Wa 


tal; bey adviſed the paſſing of this patent? can the 


ig WiWcrſon of Wood be otherwiſe regarded, than as 
tio the inſtrument, the mechanick, the head-work- 


me; 


ö an, to prepare his furnace, his fuel, his metal, 
ebf 
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and his ſtamps ? if I employ a ſhoe-boy, is it in 
view to his advantage, or to my own convenience? Wi 
I. mention the perſon of William Wood alone, 
| becauſe no other appears, and we are not to rei. 

ſon upon ſurmiſes; neither would it ava il, if they 
had a real foundation. 
Allowing therefore (for we cannot do leſs) that 
| this patent fag the COIN! ng of half-pence was wholh 
intended by a gracious king, and a wiſe public. 
ſpirited mi iniſtry, for the advantage of Ireland; 
yet when the whole kingdom to a man, ior whoſ 
good the patent was deſigned, do, upon mature 
conſideration, univerſally | Join in openly declaring, 
proteſting, addreiling petitioning againſt theſe ha. 
pence, as the moſt. ruinous projet that cver wa 
ſet on foot, to complete the {lavery and deſtr uCtion 
of a Poor innocent country: is it, was it, can it, 
or will it ever be a queſtion, not, whether ſuch: 
kingdom or William Wood, ſhould be a gainer; 
but, whether ſuch a kingdom ſhould be wholh 
undone, deſtroyed, ſunk, depopulated, made 
ſcene of miſery and deſolation, for the ſake d 
William Wood? God of his infinite mercy aver 
this dreadful judgment! and it is our univerla 
with, that God would put it into your hearts, to 
be his inſtruments for fo good a work. 


For my own part, who am but one man, 0 d 
_ obſcure condition, I do ſolemnly declare, in tht 
_ preſence of Almighty God, that I will ſuffer tit 
moſt ignominious and torturing death, rather thall 
fait to receive this accurſed coin, or any othe 


hat ſhall be liable to theſe objections, until 7 
un 


\ 
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2 | ſhall be forced upon me by a law of my own coun- 
F try; and, if that ſhall ever happen, I will tranſ- 
4 port myſelf into ſome foreign land, and eat the 

bread of poverty among a free people. 


= Am I legally puniſhable for theſe expreſſions? 

call another proclamation iſſue againſt me, be- 
3 cauſe I preſume to take my country's part againſt 
. William Wood, where her final deſtruction is in- 
F tended ? But whenever you ſhall pleaſe to impoſe 
W lence upon me, I will ſubmit ; becauſe I look 
Y upon your unanimous voice to be the voice of the 
nation; and this I have been taught, and do be- 


7 I lieve, to be in ſome manner the voice of God. 


he great ignominy of 2 whole * kingdom lying 
o long at mercy under fo vile an adverſary, is ſuch 
A deplorable aggravation, that the utmoſt expreſ- 

ons of ſhame and rage are too low to ſet it forth: 

. dd therefore I ſhall leave it to receive ſuch a re- 
I entment, as 18 worthy of a parliament. _ 
It is likewiſe our univerſal wiſh, that his ma- 
Wicly ſhould grant liberty to coin half-pence in this 


1 3 aten for our own uſe, under ſuch reſtriction 
Wen s a parliament here {hall adviſe: ſince the power 
erſi 


f coining even gold and ſilver, is poſſeſſed by 
Nery petty prince abroad; and was always prac- 
Pied by Scotland to the very time of the union: 
det ſurely Scotland, as to foil, climate, and ex- 
kent, is not in itſelf a fourth part the value of 
Wreland, for biſhop Burnet fays, it is not above the 
ortieth part in value to the reſt of Britain; and with 


* Bios bog ofa whole kingtom's nr: cr 
N 2 reſpect 
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reſpect to the profit that England gains from! hence | 2 
not the forty thouſandth part. Although I mut. 
confeſs, that a mote in the eye, or a thorn in 4. 
fide, 18 more dangerous and painful, than al bem 
or a ſpike at a diſtance. 1 5 5 5 
The hiſtories of England, and of moſt oth 
countries, abound in relating the miſerable, a 
ſometimes the moſt tragical effects from the abuſ; 
of coin by debaſing the metal, by leſſening or en. 
hancing the value upon occaſions, to the public 
loſs; of which we have an example within Our 
own memory in England, and another very latch 
in France. It is the tendereſt point of govem. 
ment, affecting every individual in the higheſt & 
gree. When the value of money is arbitrary 
unſettled, no man can well be faid to have a 
property at all; nor is any wound ſo ſuddenly fl 
ſo hardly cured, or that leaves ſuch deep and laf: 
ing ſcars behind it. 
I conceive this poor unhappy iſland to 1. 
title to ſome indulgence from England; not oi 
upon the ſcore of Chriſtianity, natural equity, ai 
the general rights of mankind, but chiefly on a. 
count of that immenſe profit they receive from us 
without which, that kingdom would make a ven 
different figure in Europe; from what it does“ 
preſent. 
The rents of Lands in Leong ſince they have ben 
of late ſo enormouſly raiſed and ſcrewed up, m 
be computed to about two millions; whereof off 
third part at leaſt is directly tranſmitted to thi 
who are perpetual abſentees in England; as I fi 


* 


3 
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ya computation made with the aſſiſtance of ſeveral 
1 1 ilful gentlemen. 
The other articles, by which we are altogether 
ö . ofers and England a gainer, we found to amount 
: 61 almoſt as much more. 5 „ 
$ I will only ſet down as many heads of them as 
I can remember, and leave them to the conſidera- 
3 tion of thoſe who underſtand accounts better than 
ee to do. 
The occaſional abſentees, for buſineſs, health, or 
don. 5 
Three fourths of the revenue of the KI gover- 
z Por, during his abſence; ; which 18 uſually four 
2 5 of his government. 
The le revenue of the poſt-office. 
. The numerous penſions. Paid to e in Eng- 
land. 
af: 4 The pay of he let officers of the army ab- 
— Went in England, which is a great ſum. 
Pour commiſſioners of che revenue, always ab- 
q Went. 
2 Civil employments very numerous, and af great 


I The vaſt charge of appeals to the houſe of lords, 
q Wand to the court of delegates. 


3 Students at the 1 inns of court, and the two uni- 
Voerſities. 


ben Eighty thouſand pounds ſent yearly to England 
m bor coals : whereof the prime coſt is nothing, and 
f off therefore the profit wholly theirs. op 
this One hundred thouſand pounds paid ſeveral years 


paſt for corn ſent over hither from England ; the 
N 3 effect 
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effect of our own great wiſdom in diſcouraginy | 
agriculture. : 

The kind liberty granted us of wearing Indian 
N and callicocs, to gratify the vanity ind toll 
of our women ; which; beſide the profit to Eng. 
land, is en inconceivable loſs to us, forcing the 
weavers to beg in our Htreets, or * franiport them. 
ſelves to boden countries. 

The prodigious loſs to us, and gain to England 
by ſelling them all our wool at their own rates, 
whereof the manuſacture excceds above ten time; 
the prime coſt: a proceeding without example 1 
the Chriſtian or Heathen w orld. 

Our own wool returned upon us in 1 Engl ith 
manufactures, to our infinite ſhame and damage 

and the great advantage of England. = 
I) be full profit of all our mines accruing to Eng 3 
land; an effect of great negligence and ſtupidity. i 

An affectation among us of liking all kind i 
goods made in England. 

Theſe and many other articles, which I carne 
recollect at preſent, are agreed by judicious ment 
amount to near ſeven hundred thouſand pounds 9 
ann. clear profit to England. And upon the whol 
Tet any man look into thoſe authors who write upon 
the ſubject of commerce, he ſhall find, that ther 
is not one ſingle article in the eſſe entials or circum 
ſtances of reals: whereby a country can be a loſe, 
which we da not poſſeſs in the higheſt perfection; 
ſomewhat in every particular, that bears a kind d 
analogy to William Wood; and now the branche 


9 
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4 are all cut off, he ſtands ready with his axe at the 
W root. | 
| Upon this ſubject of per petual abientees I hive 
ent ſome time in very inſignificant reflections; 
Hand conſidering the uſual motives of human actions, 
Which are pleaſure, profit, and ambition, I ca 
Wot yet comprehend how thoſe perſons Ser. rol 
account in any of the three. I ſpeak not of thoſe 
= peers or gentlemen, who, beſide their eſtates 
Wt home, have poſſeſſions 1 here, for in that caſe the 
matter is deſperate; but J mean thoſe lords, and 
) knights, or quires, whoſe birth, and 
we their education, and all their fortune tx. 
uy ſome trifle, and that in a very few inſtan ices) 
pre in this kingdom. I knew many of them well 
. F. during ſeveral years, when I refided in 
1 ngland; and truly I could not diſcover that the 
4 al =, made, was By any means a EN for 


= Fc or, excepting the range of g0 ing now 
q Dad then to an opera, or ſometimes appearing be- 
ind a croud at court, or adding to the ring of 
Faches in Hyde-Park, or loſing their money at 
Ihe chocolate-houſe, or getting news, votes, and 5 
Wninutes about five days before us in Dublin; 1 
then b 0. beſide theſe, and a few other privileges of leſs . 
um mportance, their temptations to live in London 
loſe, Were heed my knowledge or conception. And 
101 WW uſed to wonder, how a man of birth and fpirit, 
2d 0ficould endure to be wholly inſignificant and ob- 
1cnocure in a foreign country, when he might live with 


aft puſtre 1 1n his own ; and even at leſs is half that 
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expence, which he ſtrains himſelf to make, with. 
out obtaining any one end, except that which hay. 

| pened to the frog, when he would needs contend 
for ſize with the ox. I have been told by ſcholar, 
that Cæſar ſaid he would rather be the firſt ma 
in I know not what village, than the ſecond i 
Rome. This perhaps was a thought only fit to 
Cæſar: but to be preceded by thouſands, and neg. 
lected by millions; to be wholly without power, 
figure, influence, Honour, credit, or diſtinction, i 
bt in my poor opinion a very amiable ſituation 
of life, to a perſon of title or wealth, who can þþ 
cheaply and eaſily ſhine in his native country. BY 
But, beſide the depopulating of the kingdon, 3 we 
OY leaving ſo many parts of it wild and uncultivated Wi 
the ruin of fo many country ſeats and plantation, 
the cutting down of all the woods to ſupply ei. 
pences in England; the abſence of ſo many nobl 
and wealthy perſons, has been the cauſe of another 
fatal conſequence, which few perhaps have been 
aware of. For, if that very conſiderable number 
of lords, who poſſeſs the ampleſt fortunes here, 
had been content to live at home, and attend the 
affairs of their own country in parliament the 
weight, reputation, and dignity thereby added to 
that noble houſe, would, in all human probability, 
| have prevented certain proceedings, which are now 
ever to be lamented, becauſe they never can be re- 
medied: and we might have then decided our own 
properties among ourſelves, without being forced 
to travel five hundred miles by ſea and land to 
another kingdom for Juſtice, to our infinite ex- 


V 
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W pence, vexation, and trouble ; which is a mark of 
ben without example fem the practice of any 
age or nation in the world. 

I have ſometimes wondered, upon what motives 5 
a | the peerage of England were fo defirous to deter- 
mine our controverſies; becauſe I have been aſſured, 
J cd partly know, that the frequent appeals from 
hence have been very irkſome to that illuſtrious 
1 bu : and whoever has frequented the painted 
chamber and courts of requeſts, muſt have obſerved, 
chat they are never ſo nobly filled, as when an | Iriſh ö 

el is under debate. 

: The peers of Scotland, who are very numerous, 
W were content to reſide in their caſtles and houſes in 
Y that bleak and barren climate ; and although ſome 
q | of them made frequent Journies to London, yet I 
| o not remember any of their greateſt families, till 
| ou lately, to have made England their conſtant ha- 
3 bitation before the union: or, if they did, I am 
9 bre it was generally to their own advantage; and 
q hatever they got, was employed to cultivate and 
E I increas: their own eftates ; and by that means enrich | 
Y emit and their country. 1 
As to the great number of rich abſentees under 5 
Jae degree of peers; What particular ill effects their 
abſence may have upon this kingdom, beſide thoſe 
already mentioned, may perhaps be too tender a 
point for me to touch. But whether thoſe who 
lijne in another kingdom upon great, eſtates here, 
and have loſt all regard to their own country, 
farther than upon account of the revenues they 
feceiye from it; I fay, whether ſuch perſons 


may 
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may not be prevailed on to recommend others g 
vacant ſeats, who have no intereſt here ey. 
cept a precarious employment, and conſequent! 
can have no views, but to preſerve what they hays 
got, or to be higher advanced : this, I am ſure, is, 
very melancholy en, if it be a den at 
IL; 

But, beſide the orodigious profit which Engl 
receives, by the tranſmittal thither of two thirds 
of the revenues of this whole kingdom, it has 2. 
nother mighty advantage, by making our country 
receptacle, wherein to diſburden themſelves of their 
ſupernumerary pretenders to offices; perſons of ſe. 

cond-rate merit in their own country, who, like 
birds of paſſage, moſt of them thrive and fatten 
here, and fly off when their credit and employment: 
are at an end. So that Ireland may juſtly ſay, what 
Luther ſaid of himſelf, POOR Ireland MALES ma- 
ny rich. 

If amid all our Aikens I ſhould venture to 
aſſert, that we have one great advantage, provided 
we could improve it as we ought, I believe moſt 
of my readers would be long in conjecturing what 
poſſible advantage could ever fall to our ſhare, 
However, it is certain, that all the regular ſeeds of 
party and faction among us are entirely rooted out; 
and if any new ones ſhall ſpring up, they muſt be 
of equivocal generation, without any ſeed at all; 
and will juſtly be imputed to a degree of ſtupidity, 
beyond even what we have been ever charged with 

upon the ſcore of our birth-place and climate. 
— SS The 


TER VII. 10 
The parties in this kingdom (including thoſe of 


3 modern date) are, firſt, of thoſe who have been 
I charged or ſuſpected to favour the pretender; and 


Noce who were zealous oppoſers of him. Secondly» 
Jof thoſe who were for and againſt a toleration of 


E Lidenters by law. Thirdly, of: high and lo- 
U ſeburch ; or (to ſpeak in the cant of the times) of 


it 
ut 


= 


hig and tory. And fourthly, of court and coun- 


ö 5. If there be any more, they are beyond my 


obſervation or politicks : for, as to ſubaltern or o- 


Lenal-parties they have been all derivations from 
= ſame originals. 


Now it 1s manifeſt, that all th zeſe incitements to 


| 3 =o party, and diviſion, are wholly removed 


From among us. For, as to the pretender, his 3 
m7 is both deſperate and obſolete : there are very 
Wew now alive, who were men in his father's time, 
4 in that prince's intereſt; and i in all others, the 
Pg ten of conſcience has no place: even the 
apiſts in general, of any ſubſtance or eſtates, and 
Wheir prieſts almoſt univerſally, are what we call 
k Whigs, in the ſenſe which by that word is generally 
Wnderitood, They fee! the ſmart, and ſee the ſcars 
r their former wounds; and very well know, that 
Whey muſt be made a ſacrifice to the leaſt attempts 
owards a change; although it cannot be doubted 
What they would be glad to have their ſuperſtition 
Ecftored, under any prince whatſoever. 
_ Secondly, the diſſenters are now tolerated by law 
$cither do we obſerve any murmurs at preſent from 
ſlut quarter, except thoſe reaſonable complaints 


Py make of perſecution, becauſe they are ex- 
cluded 
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cluded from civil employments ; but their number 
being very ſmall in either houſe of parliament, hy 
are not yet in a ſituation to erect a party: becaufe 
however indifferent men may be with regard to re. * co 
ligion, they are now grown wiſe enough to know, 
that if ſuch a latitude were allowed to diſſenters, the 
few ſmall employments left us in cities and corpo- 
rations, would find other hands to lay hold on them. 
Thirdly, the diſpute between high and low 
church is now at an end; two thirds of the biſhops 
having been promoted in this reign, and moſt of 
them from England, who have beſtowed all prefer. 
ments in their gift to thoſe they could well confide 
in: The deanries all, Except three, and many prin- 
cipal church livings, are in the donation of the (iſ 
crown: fo that we already poſſeſs ſuch a body ef of 
clergy, as will never engage in controverſy por 2 
that antiquated and exploded ſubject. 3 
_ Laſtly, as to court and country parties, ſo f. 3 aliy 
mous and avowed under moſt reigns in Englih 
parliaments : this kingdom has not, for ſeveral year 
paſt, been a proper ſcene, whereon to exerciſe ſuch 
contentions ; and is now leſs proper than ever; 
many great employments for life being in diſtan 
| hands, and the reverſions diligently watched and 
ſecured ; the temporary ones of any inviting value 
are all beſtowed elſewhere, as faſt as they drop ; and 
the few remaining, are of too low conſideration, t 
create conteſts about them, except among young! 
brothers, or tradeſmen like myſelt. And therefore, 
to inſtitute a court and country party without me 


terials, would be a —..— new ſyſtem in 11 
an 


* 
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3 and what I believe was never thought on before: 
3 nor, unleſs in a nation of idiots, can ever ſucceed; 
W for the moſt ignorant Iriſh — will not ſell his 
cow for a groat. 

= Therefore 1 conclude, that all party and faction, 
R with regard to public proceedings, are now extin- 
b ouiſhed in this kingdom; neither does it appear in 
view how they can poſſibly revive, unleſs ſome new 
WW cauſes be adminiſtered ; which cannot be done, 
without croſſing the intereſts of thoſe, who are the 
1 greateſt gainers by continuing the ſame mea- 
. ſures. And general calamities without hope of 
W redreſs, are allowed to be the great uniters of 
W mankind. 
2 However we > may diſlike the cauſes,” yet this effect 

W of begetting a univerſal concord among us, in all 
national debates, as well as in cities, corporations, 
and country neighbourhoods, may keep us at leaſt 
alive, and in a condition to eat the little bread al- 
lowed us, in peace and amity. I have heard of a 
en quarrel in a tavern, where all were at daggers-draw- | 
Jing, till one of the company cried out, deſirin g to 
ver know the ſubject of the quarrel ; which when none 
c of them could tell, they put up their ſwords, fat 
aa down, and paſt the reſt of the evening in quiet. 
alu, The former part has been our caſe, I hope the lat- 
ter will be ſo too; that we ſhall fit down amicably 
u,  fegether, at leaſt until we have ſomething that may 
unge give us a title to fall out, ſince nature has inſtructed 
eo eren a brood of goſlings to ſtick together, wile 
tm the kite 1 is hovering over their heads. 


tick om e 5 


It is certain, that a firm union in any county, 
vyhere every man wiſhes the ſame thing with relz. 
tion to the publick, may, in ſeveral points of th 
greateſt importance, in ſome meaſure ſupply the 


defect of power, and even of thoſe rights, which i 
are the natural and undoubted inheritance of man. ac 


kind. If the univerſal wiſh of the nation upon] 
point were declared, by the unanimous vote of ti; the 
houſe of commons, and a reaſonable number of lord NM con 
I ſhould think myſelf obliged in conſcience to act j Woth 
my ſphere according to that vote; becauſe in all free Noon 
nations, I take the proper definition of law, to he y! 
the will of the majority of thoſe who have the pro. Wi 


8 perty in land; which, if there be a monarchy, iz Wo | 
to be confirmed by the royal aſſent. And although 3 
| ſuch votes or declarations, have not received ſuch 
confirmation for certain accidental reaſons; yet! 


Bo” 
Web: - 


think they ought to be of much weight with the Wc 177 
ſubject, provided they neither oppoſe the king 8 
prerogative, endanger the peace of the nation, nor bret 
infringe any law already in force; none of which ilk 
however can reaſonably be ſuppoſed. Thus for With 
inſtance, if nine in ten of the houſe of commons, ovi 
and a reaſonable number of native temporal peers, ſo w 
ſhould declare, that whoever received or uttered Miſſewn 
| braſs coin, except under certain limitations and ſe- ge 
curities, ſhould be deemed as enemies to the king tial, 
and the nation; I ſhould think it a heinous fin in Micerta 
myſelf to act contrary to ſuch a vote: and if the ſs th 


ſame power, ſhould declare the fame cenſure, 2. 
gainſt thoſe who wore Indian ſtuffs and callicoes, or 


_ Woollen manufactures imported from abroad, where- 
by 


FF this nation is duced to the loweſt ebb of mi- 
| 4 I ſhould readily, heartily, and chearfully pay 
IN} and to my utmoſt power perſuade others 
to do the like: becauſe there is no law of this land 
| bheing us either to receive fuch coin, or to wear 
ſuch foreign manufactures. 
V pon this laſt article I could humbly wiſh, that 
the reverend the clergy would ſet us an example, by 
bene themſelves with wearing gowns and 
Wother habiliments of Iriſh drapery ; which, as it 
: would vet ens incitement to the Bally, and ett ma- 


* Nei in the ed which is a ereus not 
to be neglected by too many among that venerable 
Z ſbody. And in order to this I could heartily deſire 
that the moſt ingenious artiſts of the weaving trade, 
aud contrive ſome decent ſtuffs and ſilk for cler- 
Weymen at reaſonable rates. 1 . 
11 have preſſed ſeveral of « our moſt” ſubſtantial 
Prethren, that the whole corporation of weavers in 
: F and woollen, would publiſh ſome propoſals (I 
Nimm they would do it to both houſes of parliament) 
Le perſons of all degrees, and of both ſexes, 
Wo wear the woollen and fil manufactures of our 
Pon country; entering into ſolemn, mutual en- 
Peements, that the buyer ſhall have good ſubſtan- 
Pal, merchantable ware for his money, and at a 
Fertain rate, without the trouble of cheapening: 
Wo that if I ſent a child for a piece of ſtuff of a 
Porticular colour and fineneſs, I ſhould be ſure not 
to be deceived ; or, if I had reaſon to complain, 
ſhe dope ſhould give me e immediate ſatisfac- 


tion; ; 
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tion; and the name of the tradeſman, who did me 
the wrong, ſhould be publiſhed, and warning given 
not to deal with him for the future; unleſs the mat. 
ter plainly appeared to be a miſtake : for, beſide 
the trouble of going from ſhop to ſhop, an igno. 
rant cuſtomer runs the hazard of being cheated in 
the price and goodneſs of what he buys, being 
forced to an unequal combat, with a dextrous and 
diſhoneſt man in his own calling, Thus our good: 
fall under a general diſreputation ; and the gentry 
call for Engliſh cloth, or filk, fram an Opinion they 
have (and often too juſtly by our own faults) that 
the goodneſs, more than makes up, for the differ. 
ence of price. 
Beſides, it has been the ſottiſh and ruinous prac 
| tice of us tradeſmen, upon any great demand df 
8 goods, either at home or from abroad, to raiſe the 
prices immediately, and manufacture the faid good 
more ſlightly and fraudulently than before. 
Of this foul and fooliſh proceeding, too many 
inſtances might be produced ; and I cannot forbea 
mentioning one, whereby this poor kingdom ha 
received ſuch a fatal blow, in the only article d 
trade allowed us of any importance, that nothing 
but the ſucceſs of Wood's project could out-do it 
During the late plague in France, the Spaniards 
who buy their linen cloths in that kingdom, not 
daring to venture thither for fear of infection, 
very great demand was made here for that commo- 
dity, and exported to Spain: but, whether by tht 
ignorance of the merchants, or diſhoneſty of q 
northern Weavers, or the colluſion of both, 
bh 


pe, * 5 


preſent gain, do not only ruin themſelves (for that 
alone would be an example to the reſt, and a bleſ- 
ſng to the nation) but ell their ſouls to hell, ana 
4 their country to deſtruction. And if the plague 
could have been confined only to thoſe who were 
3 partakers in the guilt, had it traveled hither from ; 
E Marſeilles, thoſe wretches would have died with 
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bare was fo bad, and the price ſo exceſſive, that 
I except ſome ſmall quantity which was ſold below 
the prime coſt, the greateſt part was returned: and 
have been told by very intelligent perſons, that 
if we had been fair dealers, the whole current of 
the linen” trade to Spain, would have taken its 
. courſe from hence. 


1 


If any puniſhment were to be inflicted on num- 


bers of men, ſurely there could none be thought too 


great for ſuch a race of traitors, and enemies to God 


and their country; who for the proſpect of a little 


leſs title to pity, than a highwayinan going to the 
gallows. 


But it leben very unluckily, that for ſome 


time paſt, all endeavours or propoſals from private . 
E perſons to advance the public ſervice, however ho- 
neſtly and innocently deſigned, have been called 5 


W FLYING IN THE kIxG's FACE; and this to my 
| knowledge has been the ſtyle. of ſome. perſons, 


| whoſe eber, (I mean thoſe among them who ; 


had any) and themſelves, have been flying in princes 


faces theſe fourſcore years; and from their own 
inclinations would do ſo ſtill, if their intereſt did 
not lead them rather to fly in the face of a king- 


Vor. IX. > > 8 dom, 


moſſt dutiſul expreſſions to the king, and withay 
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dom, which has given them wings to enable they 
for ſuch a flight. 

Thus, about four years ago, when a diſcouf 
was publiſhed endeavouring to perſuade our peogl 
to wear their own woollen miruaſattures, full of the 


the leaſt party hint, it was termed flying! in the 
king's face; the printer was proſecuted in the may. 


ane 

ner we all remember, and I hope it will ſomewher None 
be remembered farther, the jury kept eleven ho 
and fent back nine times, till they were under te by 
neceſſity of leaving the priſoner to the mercy d WW 


the court, by a ſpecial verdict; the judge on ti ate 
bench invoking God for his witneſs, when he 
ſerted that the author J deſign was to bring in th 
pretender. 

And thus alſo my own poor endeavours, to pr: 
vent the ruin of my country, by the admiſſion a 
| Wood's coin, were called by the fame perſon 
flying in the king's face; which I directly deny 
for I cannot allow that vide repreſentation of th 
royal countenance, in William Wood's adulterithi 
copper, to be his facred majeſty's face; or, if i 
were, my flying was not againſt the impreſſion bu 
the baſeneſs of the metal; becauſe I well remen- 
bered, that the image which Nebuchadnezzar com: 
manded to be ſet up for all men to fall down 1 


worſhip it, was not of Coprzkx, but pure Gol! 4 | ic ] 
And I am heartily ſorry we have fo few royal inyW< n: 
ges of that metal among us; the fight whereaM thin 
although it could hardly I'S our veneration follow 


his I which is alre ady fo great, yet woll 
; Rees vel 
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1 very much enliven it with the mixture of comfort 
and ſatisfaction. 
5 Alexander the Great would ſuffer no ſtatuary, 
except Phidias, to carve his i image in {tone or me- 
tal. How muſt he have treated ſuch an operator 
as Wood, who goes about with ſack-fulls of drofs, 
. V odiouſly miſrepreſenting his prince's countenance ; 
a Y and would force them by thouſands upon every 
one of us at above fix times the value! 
But, notwithſtanding all that has been objected 
WS by William Wood himſelf, together with his fa- 
ourers, abettors, ſupporters, either public or pri- 
ate; by thoſe who connive at this project, or diſ- 
Countenance his oppoſers, for fear of leſſening their 
th Wfovour, or hazarding their employments ; by thoſe 

we endeayour to damp the ſpirit of the people, 
p. raiſed againſt this coin, or check the honeſt zeal 
n 0 + ſuch, as by their writings or diſcourſes do all 
on; they can to keep ĩt up; by thoſe ſofteners, ſweet- 
em ners, compounders, and expedient-mongers, who 
Ft hake their heads fo ftrongly that we can hear 
teru their pe jingle; I did never imagine, that in 
it Petecting the practices of ſuch enemies to the king- 
\ by Pom, I was flying in the king's face; or thought 
mem ; hey were better repreſenters of his majeſty, than 
con bat very coin, for which they are ſecret or open 
n u dvocates. 
elm | If I were allowed to recite only thoſe wiſhes of 
| ini he nation, which may be in our power to attain, 
er think they might be ſummed up in theſe few 
on following. 


wo O 2 Fit 


yell 


} 
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Firſt, that an end might be put to our appre: 
henſions of Wood's half-pence, and to any dan. 
ger of the like deſtructive ſcheme for the future. 

Secondly, that half-pence might be coined jy 
this kingdom by a public mint, with due Li. 
_ tations. 

Thirdly, that the ſenſe of both outs of par. 
lament: at leaſt of the houſe of commons, wen 
declared by ſome unanimous and hearty votes, 4. 
þ gainſt wearing any filk or woollen manufacture 

imported from abroad; as likewiſe againſt we. 
_ Indian filks or callicoes, which are forbidden 

under the higheſt penalties in England: and it be. 
| hoves us to take example from fo wile a nation 
becauſe we are under a greater neceſſity to do f 
fince we are not allowed to export any woolle . 
manufactures of our own ; which is the principd F 
branch of foreign trade in England: - — 

Fourthly, that ſome effectual methods api 
taken, to civilize the poorer fort of our native 
in all thoſe parts of this kingdom where the Ir 
abound, by introducing among them our languy 


and cuſtoms ; for want of which, they live in HM II 

utmoſt ignorance, barbarity, and poverty, Is Jiithe 

themſelves wholly up to idleneſs, naſtineſs, a We ret 
thievery, to the very great and Juſt reproach 3 Whouſ; 

too many landlords. And, if I had in me tf Peult 
leaſt ſpirit of a projector, I would engage, th Purni! 
this might be effected in a fe- years at a very i Jools 

conſiderable charge. Places 

Fifthly, that due encouragement ſhould be gin Mould 

to agriculture; and a 2 ſtop put to that Pere Wcraws 


pr 
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practice, of graziers engroſſing vaſt quantities of 
5 Land, ſometimes at great diſtance ; whereby the 
Country is extremely depopulated. 

Sisthly, that the defects in thoſe acts for plant- 
ng foreſt trees, might be fully ſupplied, ſince theß 
have hitherto been wholly ineffectual, except about 
” he demeſnes of a few gentlemen ; and even there 
In general, very unſkilfully made, and thriving 
ccordingly. Neither has there yet been due care 
aaken to preſerve what is planted, or to incloſe 
rrounds; not one hedge i in a hundred coming to 
Wnaturity, for want of ſkill and induſtry. The 
Neglect of copſing woods cut down, has likewiſe 
Whcen of very ill conſequences. And if men were 
eſtrained from that unlimited liberty of cutting 
cn their own woods, before the proper time, as 
Whey are in ſome. other countries, it would be a 
Wu benefit to the kingdom. For, I believe, 
ere is not another example in Europe, of ſuch 1 
prodigious quantity of excellent timber cut down 
* ſo ſhort a time, with ſo little advantage to the 
3 1 either in ſhipping or building. 
I may add that abſurd practice S's cutting turf. 
Y. chout : any regularity ; whereby great quantities 


—— 


ves 
bu 
way 
1 ti: 
vin 
, 


þ 0 Whouſands of cattle deſtroyed, the turf more dif- 


e ticult to come at and carry home, and lefs fit for 
ji 11 Purning ; the air made unwholeſome by ſtagnating 
ry Viools and marſhes; and the very ſight of ſuch 


* offenſive to tote who ride by. Neither 
hould that odious cuſtom be allowed of — 
Fcraws (as they call them) which is flaying off the 
O 3 green 


5 2108 


11C10 


pra 


RH reſtorable land are made utterly deſperate, many 
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green ſurface of the ground, to cover their cabin; 
or make up their ditches ; ſometimes in ſhallow 
ſoils, where all is gravel within a few inches; and 
ſometimes in low ground, with a thin green Grind, 
and floughy underneath ; which laſt turns all into 
bog by this miſmanagement. And I have hear 
from very ſkilful countrymen, that by theſe tw, 
practices in turf and ſcraws, the kingdom loſt 
mo” hundreds of acres of profitable land ever 
; beſide the irreparable loſs of many ſkirts of 
woe, which have a green coat of graſs, and yet 
are mangled for turf; and beſide the want of cn. 
. nals by regular cutting, which would not only be 
9 great convenience for bringing their turf home 
at an eaſy rate, but likewiſe render even the 
larger bogs more &y and fafe for ſummer pal 
ture. 3 
Theſe, . ſome ah ſpeculations of the lik: ee 
kind, I had intended to publiſh in a particular dif- 
courſe againſt this ſeſſion of parliament ; becauſe, 
in ſome periods of my life, I had opportunity and 
curioſity to obſerve, from what cauſes thoſe great 
errors in every branch of country management hare 
ariſen ; of which I have now ventured to relate but 
few out of very many; whereof ſome perhaps 
would not be mentioned without giving offence, 
which I have endeavoured by all poſſible means to 
avoid. And for the fame reaſon, I choſe to add here 
the little I thought proper to ſay on this ſubject. 
But, as to the lands of thoſe who are perpetul 
abſentees, I do not ſee any probability of their be- 
ing ever improved. In former times their tenants 


fal 
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RF at eaſy rents ; but for ſome years paſt, they have 
Pen, generally ſpeaking, more terribly racked by 
Wthe dexterity of mercileſs agents from England, 
| 5 chan even thoſe who held under the ſevereſt la and 
| lords here. I was aſſured upon the place, by great 
q bf * of credible people, that a prodigious ei 
| x ate in the county of Cork being let upon leaſes for 
N Z Wives and great fines paid, the rent was ſo high, that 
the tenants begged leave to ſurrender their leaſes, 
1 and were content to loſe their fines. 
F The cultivating and improving of land is cer- 
* a ſubje& worthy of the higheſt cnquiry in 
ny country, but eſpecially 1 in ours; where we are 
Fc limited in every branch ot trade that 
gan be of advantage to us, and utterly deprived of 
Noe, which are of the greateſt } importance; where- 
Þ I defy the moſt learned man in Europe, to pro- 
Wuce me an example from any other kingdom in 
*. world: for, we are denied the benefit which 
: God and nature intended to us; as manifeſtly ap- 
ears by our happy ſituation for commerce, and the 
id t number of our excellent ports. So that * 


reat K 
. 3 a little is left us, beſide the cultivating of our 
bot wn foil, encouraging agriculture, and making 


Wreat plantations of trees, that we might not be 
b nder the neceſſity of ſending for corn and bark 
From England, and timber from other countries. 
A his would increaſe the number of our inhabitants, 

Ind help to conſume our natural products, as well as 
Pbanufactures at home. And I ſhall never forget what 
p once ventured to tay to a great man in England, 
| — eee e 
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that few politicians, with all their ſchemes, ar 
half fo uſeful members of a commonwealth, as an 
| honeſt farmer; who, by ſkilfully draining, fene. 
ing, manuring, and planting, has increaſed the 
intrinſic value of a piece of land; and thereby done 
a perpetual ſervice to his country: which it is a grext 
controverſy whether any of the former ever dig 
fince the creation of the world; but no controverſy 


at all that ninety-nine in a hundred have done abun. 
dance of miſchief. 


by. 
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tion of William Wood, Eſquire and Hard-ware 
man. 


Written in the year 1724. 


1 


1 William Wood, hard-ware man, was conceal- 
2 ed in his brother-in-law' s * houſe here in Dublin, 


1 nd a counterfeiter. Among the reſt, a certain cu- 


Wood. 


their hands. 


® One Molyneux an ironmonger, 


days 


4 3 Proceliion to the Gallows, at the Execu- 5 


"OME time ago, upon a report ſpread that | 


a great number of people of different conditions, 
and of both ſexes, crowded about the door, deter- 
minately bent to take revenge upon him as a coiner 


nous perſon ſtanding in a corner obſerved, that 
* all diſcovered their reſentments in the proper 
terms and expreſſions of their ſeveral trades and 
callings; whereof he wrote down as many as he 
1 could remember; and was pleaſed to communicate 
them to me, "with leave to publiſh them, for the 
ale of thoſe who at any time hereafter may be 
II | at a loſs for proper words, wherein to expreſs 
er good diſpoſitions towards the ſaid William 


| The people cried. out to 1 him delivered into 


F 
5 
71 
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Says the parliament-man, expel him the houſe 


2d parliament-man, I ſecond that motion. 
Cook. I'll baſte him. 

2d Cook. Il give him his belly-full. 

za Cook. Il give him a lick in the OS - 

4th Cook. I'll fowce him. | 
Drunken-man. PT 1 beat him as long as 4 can 


ſtand. 


Bookſeller. I UI turn over a new leaf with him. 
Sadler. I'll pummel him. 
Glazier. I'll make the light ſhine through him, 
- Grocer. I'll pepper him. 
Groom. I'll curry his hide. 
Pothecary. I'll pound him. 
2d Pothecary. I'll beat him to mummy. 
 School-maſter. mM make him an example, 
Rabbet-catcher. Th ferret him. 
Paviour. I'll thump him. = 
Coiner. I'll give him a rap. 
WHIG. Down with him. 
TORY: Up with lum. 
Miller. I'll daſh out his gr inders. 
2d Miller. Dam him, 
Boat-man. Sink him. 
Scavenger. Throw him in the kinad, 
Dyer. I'll beat him black and blue. 
Bagnio-man. III make the houſe too hot for 


him. 


Whore. Pox rot TENG 
2d Whore. Let me alone with him. 
34 Whore. Clap him up. 


Muſtar d-maker. III have him by the noſe. 
Curate. 
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Curate. I'll make the devil come out of him. 
Popiſh-prieſt. I'll ſend him to the devil. 
Dancing-maſter. I'll teach him better manners. 


* ſtory high. 
E Farmer. III thraſh him. 
Z 6 aylor. 1. I fit on his ſkirts. 
E 2d Taylor, Hell is too good for him. 
dd Taylor. I'll pink his doublet. ” 
E 4th Taylor. I'll make his a 
1 . I'll hamper 5 
PFidler. I'll have him by the ears. 
2d. Fidler. I'll bang him to ſome tune. 
2 Barber. I'Il have 5 by the beard. 
E 2d Barber. I'll pull his whiſkers. 
2 zd Barber. I'll make his hair ſtand on end. 
th Barber. I'll comb his locks. 
. Tinker. I'll try what metal he's made of. 
3 Cobler. I'll make an end of him. 
E Tobacconiſt, I'll make him ſmoke. 
3 2d Tobacconiſt. I'll make him ſet up his pipes. 
1 Gold-finder. I'll make him ſtink. 
1 Hackney-coachman. I'll make him know his 
ſriver. 
Z ad Hackney-coachman. P nn drive him to the 
= 

fol Butcher. I 1 have a limb of him. 
4 2d Butcher. Let us blow him up. 

EK Butcher. My knife in him. 

E Nurſe. I'll ſwaddle him. 
T Anabaptiſt We'll dip the rogue in the pond. 

| Oltler, II rub him down. 


make buttons. 


rate. Shoe- 


2d Dancing-maſter. I I. make him cut a — oo 
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Shoe-maker. Set him in the ſtocks. 
Banker. I'll kick him to halt-crowns. 
2d Banker. I'll pay him of 
Bowler. I'll have a rubber with him. 
Gameſter. I'll make his bones rattle. 
Boddice-maker. III lace his ſides. 485 
Gardener. I'll make him water his plants, 
Ale-wife. I'll reckon with him. 
Cuckold. I'll make him pull in his horns. 
Old Woman. I'll mumble him. 
| 1 III throttle him. 


Ti But at laſt the people having received fad 
that William Wood was neither in the houſe ng 
kingdom, appointed certain commiſſioners to han 
him in effigy ; whereof the whole ceremony al 
proceſſion deſerve to be tranſmitted to poſterity. WK 
Firſt, the way was cleared by a detachment d 1 
the black- guards, with ſhort ſticks in their hand 
and cockades of paper in their hats. 
Then appeared William Wood, Eſq; repreſent 
to the life by an old piece of carved timber, take 
from the keel of a ſhip. Upon his face, Which 
looked very diſmal, were fixed at proper diftanca 
ſeveral pieces of his own coin, to denote who It 
Was, and to ſignify his calling and his crime. k 
_ wore on his head a peruke, very artfully compoſi 
of four old mops; a halter about his neck ſerit 
him from a cravat. His cloaths were indeed not! 
neat and elegant as is uſual with perſons in his col 
dition (which ſome cenſorious people imputed | 


affectation) for he Was covered with a large rugg 
eve! 


1 


Ee ſhoulders of an able-bodied porter. In his 
both fides, to ſhew his reſpects to the company ; 


3 2 hon oh ſomewhat penſive, was very compoſed. 
E Behind him followed his father alone, in a long 


in perſon ; whoſe venerable aſpect drew the eyes of 
he whole aſſembly upon him; but he was farther 
e „ere by a halter, which he bore upon his 
e ſhoulder as the badge of his office. 

Then followed two perſons hand in hand; the 


pame I forget. Each had a ſmall kettle in his 
ew. half-pence. At proper periods they ſhook their 
Feine of a knell for their partner and confederate. 
ace Was neceſſary for the more decent perform- 
Ince of the great work in hand. 


The proceſſion was cloſed with an innumerable 
Frowd of people, who frequently ſent out loud 


Puzza's; which were cenſured by wiſer heads as a 
Hark of inhumanity, and an ungenerous triumph 
Þver the unfortunate, without duly conſidering the 
arious vicithtudes of human life. However, as it 

| becomes 
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I erera colours in patch-work : he was borne upon 
: arch by St. Stephen's green, he often bowed on 
I is deportment was grave; and his countenance, 
E,ourning cloak, with his hat over his noſe, and a 
F hundkerchief 1 in his hand to wipe tears from his 


Next i in order marched the. executioner himſelf | 


bne repreſenting William Wood's brother-in-law : 7 
| F other a certain ſadler, his i intimate friend, whoſe 7 


| Jad, wherein was a reaſonable quantity of the 
b ettles, which made a melancholy ſound, like the 


After theſe followed ſeveral officers, whoſe af. 
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becomes an impartial hiſtorian, I will not concei 
one obſervation, that Mr. Wood himſelf appear 
wholly unmoved, without the leaſt alteration i; 
his countenance ; only when he came within fight 
of the fatal tree, which happened to be of the ſan 
ſpecies of timber with his own perſon, he ſcemel 
to be ſomewhat penſive. 
At the place of execution he appeared undaunte 
nor was ſeen to ſhed a tear. He made no reſiſtance 
but ſubmitted himſelf with great reſignation to th 
| hangman, who was indeed thought to uſe him wit 
too much roughneſs, neither kiſſing him, nor af 
ing him. pardon. His dying SPEECH was print 
ed, and deſerves to be written in letters of GOLD, 
Being aſked whether it were his own true genuin 
_ EPEECH, he did not deny RD 
Ihoſe of the ſofter ſex, who attended the cere. 
mony, lamented that fo comely and well-timberd 
a man ſhould come to ſo untimely an end. H url 
hung but a ſhort time; for, upon feeling his break 
they found it cold and Riff. 
Ir is ſtrange to think, how this melancholy ſhes 
tacle turned the hearts of the people to compatiion 
When he was cut down, the body was carried thi 
the whole city to gather contributions for his wal 
and all ſorts of people ſhewed their liberality accort 
ing as they were able. The ceremony was pe 
formed in an ale-houſe of diſtinction, and in 
manner ſuitable to the quality of the deceaſed. Wit 
the attendants were diſcourſing about his Funerd 
a worthy member of the aſſembl 7 ſtood up, ant 
propoſed that the body ſhould be carried out th 


\ 
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ert day, and burned with the ſame pomp and for- 
malities uſed at his execution: which would pre 

3 vent the malice of his enemies, and all indignitice 
chat might be done to his remains. This was a- 


* 0 
"x . 


morning there appeared a ſecond proceſſion. But, 
I Eburaing not having been any part of the ſentence, 
W-uthority thought fit to interpoſe, and the corpſe 
3 as reſcued by the civil power. 


Me hear the body is not yet interred ; which o c- 


3 1 many ſpeculations. But what i is more Won- 


J Perf, it is poſitively affirmed by many who pre- 
| end to have been eye-witneſſes, that there does not 
4 Wppear to be the leaſt alteration in any one linea- 
Vent or feature of his countenance ; nor viſible de- 
3 Kay in his whole frame, farther than what had been 


made by worms long before his execution. The ſo- 


3 Yution of. which difficulty I ſhall leave among Na- 


'Y 8 
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1 
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3 Pe, to; and about nine o'clock on the following 
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A 
SHORT VIEW 
OF THE 
STATE of IRELAND 


Written in the Year 1727. 
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AM aſſured, that it has for ſome time been b 1] 
42 practiſed as a method of making men's court, Wii 

when they are aſked about the rate of lands, tl 
abilities of tenants, the ſtate of trade and mani. 
facture in this kingdom, and how their rents ar 
paid; to anſwer, that in their neighbourhood il 
things are in a flouriſhing condition, the rent ant 
purchaſe of land every day increaſing. And if 
_ gentleman happen to be a little more ſincere in hu 
repreſentations ; beſide being looked on as not wel 
affected, he is ſure to have a dozen contradictors a 
his elbow. I think it is no manner of ſecret, wi 


theſe queſtions ar are ſo cordially aſked, or ſo obliging 


anſwered. 


But ſince, with regard to the affairs of this king 
dom, I have been uſing all endeavours to ſubdue m 
indignation ; to which indeed I am not provoked] 
any perſonal intereſt, not being the owner of ont 
ſpot of ground in the whole iſland ; I ſhall on 
enumerate by rules generally known, and nent 
contradicted, what are the true cauſes of any coul 

! on try 


Ll 


country's flouriſhing and growing rich; and then 
examine what effects ariſe from thoſe cauſes in the 
kingdom of Ireland. 45 

3 fruitfulneſs of the ſoil to prodace the neceſſaries 
he inhabitants, but for exportation into other 


3 5 
_- 
countries. 
3 
i 


J egree of manufacture. 


rt 1 avens, to carry out their own goods as much ma- 
ti 


i 3 Ill al low. 


| 3 
| | The fifth ; is, the privilege of. a free trade in all 


5 Woreign countries which will permit them, ex- 
-|i + wh thoſe who are in war with their own Poms or 
ing tate. 2 


The fixth i. is, by _ 5 1 by laws 


Fr juſtice, or applications for favour or preferment, 
o another country, are ſo many grievous Warn 
cu ments. 
neu The ſeventh is, by improvement of land, en- 
cou'-Wouragement of agriculture, and thereby increaling 


Yor. IK „ 3 the 
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The firſt cauſe of a kingdom's chriving is, the 
and conveniencies of life; not only ſufficient for 
= The ſecond is, the induſtry of the people, in 
NVorking up all their native commodities to the laſt 
The third is, the conveniency of ſafe ports and 


3 Wnufactured, and bring in thoſe of others as little 
j anufactured, as the nature of mutual commerce 


L | The fourth is, that this natives „ ond, as much 
1 Es poſſible, export and import their goods in 
Peſſels of their own timber, made in their own 


made with their own conſent; for otherwiſe they 
1c e not a free people. And therefore all appeals 
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the number of their people ; ; without which, any 
country, however blefled by W muſt continu 
poor. 

The eighth is, the reſidence bf the prince, or 
chief adminiſtrator of the civil power. 
Ihe ninth is, the concourſe of foreigners, h 
education, curioſity, or ' pleaſure ; or, as to a gene. 
ral mart of trade. 

The tenth is, by diſpoſing all offices of honour, 
profit, or truſt, only to the natives ; or at leaſt with 
very few exceptions, where ſtrangers have long in- 


habited the country, and are ſuppoſed to underſtand 


Z Or { 
and regard the intereſt of it as their own. Gn 


The eleventh is, when the rents of lands and 3 in e 
profits of employments are ſpent in the country 3 
which produced them, and not in another; the 
former of which will certainly happen where th 
love of our native country prevails. 

The twelfth is, by the public revenues bein 
all ſpent and employed at home, except on the 0+ 
caſions of a foreign war. 

The thirteenth is, where the people are not o. 

bliged, unleſs they find it for their own intereſt d 
conveniency, to receive any monies, except of the 

own coinage by a public mint, after the manner o 

all civilized nations. 

The fourteenth is, a poſition of the 1 a 
a country to wear their own manufactures, and in. 
port as few incitements to luxury, either in cloaths, 

furniture, food, or dr ink, as they poſſibly can I 
conveniently without, 


— | : = 


= There are many other cauſes of a nation's thriv- 


out advantage from at leaſt ſome of theſe, after 


1 Y ficrefore would gladly be better informed. In the 


L 1 


(ſequences. 
1 [t is not my intention to complain, but barely 
0 relate facts; and the matter is not of ſmall ! im- 


| ome for gold, will go off with pewter and braſs, 
ke the leaſt parade ; which they leave to others, 


heir faces on the exchange. 


Fertility of the ſoil, as well as temperature of cli- 


ple qaouble in proportion. to what it is in England; yet 


d im- 
oaths, 


are very near an equality in point of goodneſs, 


Then 
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ing, which I at preſent cannot recollect: but with- 


J | turning my thoughts a long time, I am not. able 
W to diſcover whence our wealth proceeds, and 


mean time I will here examine what ſhare falls to 
lreland of theſe Sales, or of the effects and con- 


E For it is allowed, that a man who lives 
Wn a ſolitary houſe, far from help, is not wiſe 
Win endeavouring to acquire in the neighbourhood 
| 1 reputation of being rich; becauſe thoſe who 


Father than return empty: and i in the common prac- 
ice of the world, thoſe who poſſeſs moſt wealth, 


ho have nothing elſe to bear them out in Hhewing 
As to the firſt cauſe of a nation's riches, being the 
nate, we have no reaſon to complain for, although 
ſhe quantity of unprofitable land in this kingdom, 
Pekoning bog and rock and barren mountain, be 
De native productions, which both kingdoms deal 
a Hhnd might, with the ſame encouragement, be as well 


nanufactured. I except mines and minerals; in ſome 
P 2 of 
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which however we are only defective 3 in point of 
{kill and induſtry. 
In the ſecond, which is the induſtry of the 
people, our misfortune is not altogether owing 
to our own fault, but to a million of diſcourage. 
ments. 
The conyeniency of ports and havens, which 
nature has beſtowed fo liberally on this kingdom, 
is of no more uſe to us, than a beautiful proſpet 
to a man ſhut up in a dungeon. . 
As to ſhipping of its own, Treland 7 is 10 utter 
unprovided, that of all the excellent timber cut 
down within theſe. fifty or fixty years, it can 
| hardly be ſaid that the nation has received the be- 
nefit of one valuable houſe to dwell i in, or one ic {hip 


ö 
TFF. 
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Ireland is the only kingdom I ever as or a 
of, either in ancient or modern ſtory, which ws 
denied the liberty of exporting their native com- 
modities and manufactures wherever they pleaſes 
except to countries at war with their own prince o 
ſtate : yet this privilege, by the ſuperiority of mer 
power, is refuſed us in the moſt momentous pars 
of commerce; beſide an act of navigation, to which 
we never conſented, pinned down upon us, and i- 
gorouſly executed; and a thouſand other une 
ampled clroumlances, as grievous as they are it- 
vidious to mention. To goon to the reſt. 2 
It is too well known, that we are forced to obe 
ſome laws we never conſented to; which is a con 
dition. I muſt not call by its true uncontrovertet 


name, for fear of lord-chicf-jultice Whitſhed 
ghol 


* 
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Lebost with his * libertas et natale folum, written 
for a motto on his coach, as it ſtood at the door of 
the court, while he was perjuring himſelf to be- 


TM * "ey 7 I 
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a diſtance, ſtrangers to their conſtitution and the 
nature of their diſeaſe: and thus we are forced to 


I pn all which we have likewiſe the e to be 


t want of ſkill, generally leave things worſe than they 


e "= 
i 3 running into the fancy of grazing, after the 


Hag the country. 
Nag { We are ſo far from having a king to reſide among 


1 } us, that even the viceroy 1s generally abſent tour 


\ Ffths of his time in the government . 


nere ö part of their travels; where they can expect to ſee 
rt voting but ſcenes of miſery and deſolation. 

hich j Thoſe who have the misfortune to be born here, 

1 rare the leaſt title to any confiderable employment; 

ne- o which they are ſeldom 2 but upon a po- 
e in- litical conſideration. 


Gn © Eoghind ; which, with the Pros of. employ- 


Be Liberty and my native country. 
There has lately been a change in this article, as the Viceroy 
Pow reſides in Ireland, during the whole time of his government. 


E tray both. Thus we are in the- condition of pa- 
lents, who have phyſick ſent them by doctors at 


| pay five hundred per cent. to decide our properties: 
E As to the improvement e of nd thoſe foes, who 
3 t that or planting, through covetouſneſs, or 
ere; neither ſucceeding in trees nor hedges; and 


Wnanner of the Scythians, are ny day depopulat- 


ea No ſtrangers from other countries make this "2 


One third part of the rents of rag 18 ſpent 


F 3 ments, 
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ments, penſions, appeals, journies of pleaſure « or 


health, education at the inns of court and bo : 
univerſities, remittances at pleaſure, the pay of al 2 
ſuperior officers 1 in the army, and other incidents, p 
will amount to a full half of the income of the 2 
whole kingdom, all clear profit to England. 1 
We are denied the liberty of coining gold, filver, © 

or even copper. In the Ifle of Man they coin thei, 1 fr 
own filver ; every petty prince, vaſſal to the em. ei 
peror, can coin what money he pleaſes, And in l | at 
this, as in moſt of the articles already mentioned, w 
we are an exception to all other ſtates or monarchie 3 
that were ever known in the world. E. 
As to the laſt, or fourteenth article, we ta WM th 
ſpecial care to act diametrically contrary to it i ch 
the whole courſe of our lives. Both ſexes, bu 0 
eſpecially the women, deſpiſe and abhor to ver da 
any of their own manufactures, even thoſe which WI di 
are better made than in other countries; particu. vil 
larly a fort of filk plaid, through which the work BM wi 
men are forced to run a kind of gold thread that i go 
may paſs for Indian. Even ale and potatoes a: tor 
imported from England, as well as corn; and o lin 
foreign trade is little more than importation ou 
French wine, for which 1 am told we pay rea {ca- 
money. lad 
Nc, if all this be true PR which I cou cou 
eaſily enlarge) I ſhould be glad to know, by wil 
ſecret method it is, that we grow a rich and fo ger 
riſhing people, without liberty, trade, manufa wh 
tures, inhabitants, money, or the privilege oven 


coiningt 
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coining; without induſtry, labour, or improve- 
ment of land; and with more than half the rent 
and profits of the whole kingdom annually ex- 
ported, for which we receive not a ſingle farthing: 
and to make up all this, nothing worth mention- 
J ing, except the linen of the North, a trade ca- 
ſual, corrupted, and at mercy; and ſome butter 
from Cork. If we do flouriſh, it muſt be againſt 
erxery law of nature and reaſon ; like the thorn 
at Claſtenbury, that bloſſoms in the midſt of 
uinter. 
Let the worthy commiſſioners, who come from 
3 England, ride round the kingdom, and obſerve 
the face of nature, or the face of the natives; "= 
dhe improvement of the land; the thriving nume- 
© ous Plantations ; the noble woods; the abun- 
dance and vicinity of country ſeats; "the commo- 
dious farmers houſes and barns ; the towns and 
W@ villages, where every body is baks, and thriving 
with all kind of manufactures ; the ſhops full of 
goods wrought to perfection, 1 filled with cuſ- 
tomers; the comfortable diet and dreſs, and dwel- 
lings of the people; the vaſt number of ſhips in 
our harbours and docks, and ſhip-wrights | in our 
| {ca-port towns; the roads crouded with carriers, 
laden with * 1 manufactures; the perpetual con- 
courſe to and fro of pompous equipages. 

With what envy and admiration would thoſe 
| gentlemen return from fo delightful a progreſs? 
1 what glorious reports would they make, When they 
| went hack to England! 2 


P_— But 


the people; the general deſolation in moſt parts df 
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But my heart is too heavy to continue this irony 
longer; for it is manifeſt, that whatever ſtrange 
took ſuch a journey, would be apt to think him 
travelling in Lapland or Yſland, rather than in 
a country ſo favoured by nature as ours, both in 
fruitfulneſs of ſoil and temperature of climate 
The miſerable dreſs, and diet, and dwelling d 


the kingdom ; the oJd ſeats of the nobility ant 
_ gentry all in ruins, and no new ones in their 
ſtead ; the families of farmers, Who pay great 
rents, living in filth and naſtineſs upon butter. 
milk and potatoes, without a ſhoe or ſtocking 
e feet, or a houſe ſo convenient as a 
Engliſh hog-ſty to receive them. Theſe indeed 


may be comfortable fights to an Engliſh ſpectatot; 
who comes for a ſhort time, only to learn the lan. 


| guage, and returns back to his own country, Wills 4 
ther he finds all our wealth YER. 


1 
. 
3 


Noftra „erte magna eſt, 


There 1s not one argument uſed to prove th: 
riches of Ireland, which is not a logical demon. 
ſtration of its poverty. The riſe of our rents i 
ſqueezed out of the very blood, and vitals, and 
_ cloaths, and dwellings of the tenants, who lin 
worſe than Engliſh beggars. The lowneſs of 
intereſt, in all other countries a fign of wealth, i 
in us a proof of miſery ; there being no trade t 
employ any borrower. Hence alone comes ti: 

| dear nelz 
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W-xrncſs of land, ſince the favers have no other 

| way to lay out their money: hence the dearneſs 
k veceſſaries for life: becauſe the tenants cannot 
12 to pay ſuch extravagant rates for land 
ich they muſt take or go a begging) without 
3 K-ifing the price of cattle, and of corn, although 
Whcmſclyes ſhould liye upon chaff. Hence our 
| ncreaſe of IP. in this city ; ; becauſe work- 


oer, and one half of 8 are infallibiy undone. 
Hence the daily increaſe of bankers „who may be 
| 1 evil in a trading country, but ſo ruin- 
us in ours; who, for their private advantage, : 


ne ſent away all our ſilver, and one third of our 


old ; ſo that within three years paſt the running 
a of the nation, which was about five hundred 


I daily diminiſh, unleſs we have liberty to coin, as 
Nell as that important kingdom, the Iſle of Man, 
| Wd the meaneſt principality 1 in the German ape | 
3 2 before obſerved. 


I have ieee thought, that aun paradox 


ths 5 the kingdom's growing rich, is chiefly owing 
on thoſe worthy gentlemen the BANKERS; who 
's ö ſept ſome cuſtom-houſe officers, birds of paſ- 


Pee, oppreflive thrifty ſquires, and a few others 


liv: ho ſhall be nameleſs, are the only thriving. peo- 
8 of IF among us : and I have often wiſhed, that a 


N Y were enacted to hang up half a dozen bankers 
N = year, and thereby interpoſe, at leaſt ſome 
Port delay to the farther ruin of Ireland. 


Ye 


Whouſand pounds, is now leſs than two, and muſt 


nher at their tables, their gueſts upon their retun 
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Fe are idle, ye are idle, anſwered Pharaoh to t 
Iſraelites, when they complained to his majeſy 
that they were forced to make bricks Vithoy 
ſtraw. : 

England enjoys every one of thoſe advantaga 
for enriching a nation, which I have above enume. 
rated; and, into the bargain, a good million n. 
turned to them every year without labour or h. 
zard, or one farthing value received on our fide 
but how long we ſhall be able to continue the pay 
ment, I am not under the leaſt concern. One thin 
I know, that when the hen is ſtarved. to death 
- there will be no more golden eggs. 


I. think it a little unhoſpitable, and others 1 ma 
15 call ita ſubtile piece of malice, that becauſe ther 
may be a dozen families in this town, able t 
entertain their Engliſh friends in a generous mu. 


to England ſhall report, that we wallow i in richs 
and luxury. 

Vet, I confeſs, 1 have known an hoſpital, who 
all the houſhold officers grew rich; while the por; 
for whoſe fake it was built, were almoſt ſtaryuy 
for want of food and raiment. . 


5 To conclude, if Ireland be a rich nd; Aourif 
ing kingdom, its wealth and proſperity muſt b 
_ owing to certain cauſes, that are yet conceal „ 
from the whole race of mankind ; and the effca 

are equally inviſible. We need not wonder i 


ſtrangers, when they delive r ſuch paradoxes ; bu 
a nati 
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native and inhabitant of this kingdom, who 
E &ives the ſame verdict, muſt be either ignorant to 
upidity, or a man- pleaſer at the expence of all 
Z 2 honour, conſcience, and truth, 


CALLED 


4 Memorial of ibs poor T kbar, Trade. 


men, and Labourers of the Kingaon o 
 treland, 


5 Wrinen in the Year 17 28. 


| RECEIVED. a paper 77 Be you, POLLS you 
are, printed without any name of author d 
8 ; and ſent, I ſuppoſe, to me among other 


without any particular diſtinction. It contains 1 
complaint of the dearneſs of corn; and ſome ſcheme 


for making it cheaper, which I cannot approve of 
But pray permit me, before I go farther, to gi 
you a ſhort hiſtory of the ſteps, by. which we arri. 
| ed at this hopeful ſituation. 
It was indeed the ſhameful practice of too man] 
Iriſh. farmers, | to wear out their ground with 
: ploughing; ; while, either through poverty, laat 
neſs, or 1gnorance, they neither took care 00 
manure it as they ought, nor gave time to all 
part of the land to recover itſelf ; and when thei 
leaſes were near expiring, being affurcd that thel 


land- 
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W adlords 218 not renew, they ploughed even 


the meadows, and made ſuch havock, that many 
andlords were conſiderable ſufferers by it. 


the gentlemen having been before often ill paid, 
end their land worn out of heart, were too eaſily 
Forte when a rich grazier made an offer to 
Wake all their land, and give them ſecurity for 


_—_— 


al and labourers in their ſeveral cabins, be- 


*3 


ou 

0 
er! 
$ 1 
nes 
><, 
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ru 


m_ of a hundred people. 


Wolly. But neither are the {quires and landlords 
g be excuſed; for to them is owing the depo- 
Wulating of the country, the vaſt number of beg- 


ments we had. 


That farmers ſhould be limited in oloughing, 


man 
With 
Jaztr 
re {0 
> an) 
thei 
thell 
land- 


ight have eaſily been done here by penal clauſes 


together from tilling their lands, was a moſt 
upid want of thinking. 


Had the farmers "I confined to plough a 


This gave birth to that abominable race of 
Woraziers, who, upon expiration of the farmers leaſes, 
were ready to engroſs great quantities of land; and 


Pore. Thus, a vaſt tract of land, where twenty 
or thirty farmers lived, together with their cot- 


came all deſolate, and eaſily managed by one or 
tuo herdſmen and their boys; whereby the maſter- 
Worazicr, with little trouble, ſeized to himſelf the 


It muſt be confeſſed, that the farmers were 
Huſtly puniſhed for their knavery, brutality, and 


Wars, and the ruin of thoſe few — iprere 
very reaſonable, and practiſed i in England; and 


n their leaſes : but to deprive them 1 in a manner 


ertain quantity of land, with a penalty of ten 
pounds 


br — — — — hs N 
N - 


nds an acre for whatever they exceeded, 11; | 


© farther limited for the three or four laſt yea, g 


their leaſes, all this evil had been prevented, the 
nation would have ſaved a million of money; ang 
been more * ch above two hundred n 
ſouls. N 
For a people, 4550 tis benefit. of trade, t 
manage their lands in ſuch a manner as to Produce 
nothing, but what they are forbidden to trade with 
or only ſuch things, as they can neither expor, 
nor manufacture to advantage, is an abſurdity 
that a wild Indian would be aſhamed of; eſpe. 
_ cially when we add, that we are content to pu. 
| chaſe this hopeful commerce, by — to 
foreign markets for our daily bread. 
| The grazier's employment is to feed oreat fock 


| „ ſheep, or black cattle, or both. With regard 


to ſheep, as folly i 18 uſually accompanied with per. 
poi of ſo it is here. There is ſomething 6 
monſtrous to deal in a commodity (farther than for 
our own uſe) which we are not allowed to expo 
manufactured, nor even unmanufactured, but to 
one certain country, and only to ſome few ports in 
that country; there is, I ſay, ſomething ſo fottilh 
that it wants a name in our language to expreſs it 


by: and the good of it is, that the more ſhe 


5 we have, the fewer human creatures are left to 


wear the wool, or eat the fleſh. Ajax was mad, 
when he miſtook a flock of ſheep for his enemies: 
but we ſhall never be ſober, until we have the 


5 fame way of — 
: Tube 
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The other part of the grazier's buſineſs is, what 
we call black cattle, producing hides, tallow and 
beef for exportation: all which are good and uſeful 
Commodities, if rightly managed. But it ſeems, 
the greateſt part of the hides are ſent out raw, for 
want of bark to tan them ; and that want will 
daily grow ſtronger : : for, I doubt, the new pro- 
ject of tanning without it is at an end. Our 
beef, I am afraid, ſtill continues ſcandalous in 
foreign markets for the old reaſons. But our 
allow, for any thing I know, may be good. 
However, to beſtow the whole kingdom on beef 
land mutton, and thereby drive out half the 
people, who ſhould eat their ſhare, and force the 
Ireſt, to ſend ſometimes as far as Egypt for bread 
to eat with it, is a moſt peculiar and diſtinguiſhed 
piece of public economy, of which I have no 
comprehenſion. e 
Tknow very well that our anceſtors the FIPS 
and their poſterity our kinſmen the Tartars, lived 
Jupon the blood, and milk, and raw fleſh of their 
Fcattle, without one grain of corn; but I confeſs 
myſelf fo degenerate, that I am not oy” without 
bread to my victuals. Y NFL, 
What amazed me for a wool” or two, was to 
ſſee, in this prodigious plenty of cattle, and dearth 
ef human creatures, and want of bread, as well as 
Money to buy it, that all kind of fleſh-meat ſhould 
be monſtrouſly dear, beyond what was ever known 
in this kingdom. I thought it a defect in the 
laws, that there was not ſome regulation in the 
rice of fleſh, as well as bread: but I imagine 
my te]f 


_ myſelf to have gueſſed out the reaſon : in ſhot, 


. than one fat, although with double the charge of 
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I am apt to think, that the whole kingdom io 
over ſtocked with cattle, both black and white: 
and as it is obſerved, that the poor Iriſh have 3 


' vanity to be rather owners of two lean Cows, » 


grazing, and but half the quantity of milk; & | 
conceive it much more difficult at preſent, to 
find a fat bullock or wether, than it would be 
if half of them were fairly knocked on the head: 
for I am aſſured, that the diſtrict in the ſeveral 
markets, called carrion-row, is as reaſonable as the 
poor can defire ; only the circumſtances of money 
to purchaſe it, and of trade, or labour, to Purchaſ 
that money, are indeed wholly wanting. 
Now, Sir, to return more particularly to 700 
. and your memorial. 
A hundred . 8 of wheat, you fo 
| ſhould be imported hither ; and ten thouſand 
pounds premium to the importers. Have you 
| looked into the purſe of the nation ? I am no 
_ commiſſioner of the treaſury ; but am well aſſured, 
that the whole running caſh would not ſupply 
you with a ſum to purchaſe ſo much corn, which, 
only at twenty ſhillings a barrel, will be a hun- 
dred thouſand pounds; and ten thouſand more for 
the præmium. But you will traffick for your 
corn with other goods: and where are thoſe goods! 
if you had them, they are all engaged to pay ti 
rents of abſentees, and other occaſions in Lon- 
don, beſide a huge balance of trade this yer 
againſt us. Will foreigners take our banker 


Paper 
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paper? I ſuppoſe, they will value it at little more 
than ſo much a quire. Where are theſe rich far- 


{ little ſowing * 


me out the latter, and I will engage for the 
former. 


| ledge in the miſerable ſtate of this nation. Tea, 
coffee, ſugar, ſpices, wine, and foreign cloths, are 


Ya 


ſhould be raiſed. I will allow the two firſt; 


cauſe J ſhould be glad if they. were all burned ; 


from the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms in London ; 


taxed above a moderate rate, the conſequence was 


e {or that the miſtake of parliaments, on ſuch occaſions, 
90 was owing to an error of computing two and 


\ods! Wo to make four; whereas in the buſineſs of 
laying heavy impoſitions, two and two never 


Lon-W Made more than one; which happens by lefſen- 


mers and ingroſſers of corn, in fo bad a year, and 


'You are in pain for two e præmium, 


and forget the twenty ſhillings for the price; find 


Your ſcheme for a tax for raiſing uch a ſum is 
al viſionary, and owing to a great want of kno-w- 


the particulars you mention, upon which this tax 
becauſe they are unwholeſome ; and the laſt, bas 


but I beg you will leave us our wine to make Tg. 
us a while forget our miſery ; or give your te- 
nants leave to plough for barley. But I will tell 
on WY you a ſecret, which I learned many years ago 


| they ſaid; when any commodity appeared to be 


to leſſen that branch of the revenue by one half; 
un- and one of thoſe gentlemen pleaſantly told me, 


ing the import, and the ſtrong temptation of 
running ſuch goods as pus high duties, at leaſt 
Yor. > Q_ in 


— S — ca cotta es Manes ne 
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in this kingdom. Although the women are 48 
vain and extravagant, as their lovers or their huſ- 
bands can deſerve; and the men are fond enough 
of wine; yet the number of both, who can afford 
ſuch expences, is fo ſmall, that the major part 
muſt refuſe gratifying themſelves, and the duties 
will rather be leſſened than increaſed. But, allow. 
ing no force in this argument; yet ſo preternatu- 
ral a ſum, as one hundred and ten thouſand pounds, 
raiſed all on a ſudden (for there is no dallying 
with hunger) is juſt in proportion with raiſing a 


million and a half in England; which, as things 


now ſtand, would probably bring that "_ 
kingdom under ſome difficulties. — 

' You are concerned how ſtrange and ng! it 
would be in foreign parts to hear, that the Poor 
were ſtarving | in a RICH country, etc. Are you in 
_ earneſt ? is Ireland the rich country you mean? 


or are you inſulting our poverty! ? were you ever 


out of Ireland? or were you ever in it till of late 
You may probably have a good employment, and 
are ſaving all you can to purchaſe a good eſtate 
in England. But by talking fo familiarly of one 
hundred and ten thouſand pounds, by a tax upon 
a few commodities, it is plain, you are either 
naturally or affectedly ignorant of our preſent con- 
dition; or elſe you would know and allow, that 
ſuch a ſum is not to be raiſed here, without 2 
general exciſe; ſince in proportion to our wealth, 
we pay already in taxes more than England eve! 
did, in the height of the war. And when you 
have brought over your corn, who will be the 
buyers' 
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buyers? moſt certainly, not the poor, who will 
| not the able to purchaſe the twentieth part of it. 

Sir, upon the whole, your paper is a very crude 
piece, liable to more objections than there are 
lines; but, I think, your meaning is good, and 
ſo far you are pardonable. 

| If you will propoſe a general contribution for 
| ſupporting the poor in potatoes and butter-milk, 

| till the new corn comes in, perhaps you may 
| ſucceed better; becauſe the thing at leaſt is poſ- 
| ſible: and I think if our brethren in England, 

| would contribute upon this emergency, out of the 
million they gain from us every year, they would 

| do a piece of juſtice as well as charity. In the 

| mean time, go and preach to your own een 
| to fall to the plough as faſt as they can; and 
| prevail with your neighbouring ſquires, to do 

the fame with theirs; or elſe die with the guilt | 

| of having driven away half the inhabitants, and 
| ſtarving the reſt. For as to your ſcheme of raiſing 

| one hundred and ten thouſand pounds, it is as 
| vain as that of Rabelais; which was to ſqueeze 
out wind, from the poſteriors of a dead aſs. bh 
But, why all this concern for the poor ? We 
want them not as the country is now managed; 

they may follow thouſands of their leaders, and 
ſeek their bread abroad. Where the plough has 
no work, one family can do the buſineſs of fifty, 
and you may ſend away the other forty-nine. An 
[admirable piece of huſbandry, never known or 

practiſed by the wiſeſt nations, who realy 
thought people to be the riches of a countr Y — 


Q 2 II 
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If fo wretched a ſtate of things would allow it, 
methinks I could have a malicious pleaſure, after 
11 the warning I have in vain given the public, 
at my own peril, for ſeveral years paſt, to ſee the 
conſequences and events anſwering in every par. 
ticular, I pretend to no ſagacity: what I writ 
was little more than what I had diſcourſed to 
ſeveral perſons, who were generally of my opi- 
nion: and it was obvious to every common un- 
derſtanding, that ſuch effects muſt needs follow 
from ſuch cauſes. A fair iſſue of things begun 
5 upon party rage, while ſome facrificed the publick 
to fury, and others to ambition: while a ſpirit 
of faction and oppreſſion reigned in every part of 
the country, where gentlemen, inſtead of conſult- 
" ing the eaſe of their tenants, or cultivating their 


lands, were worrying one another upon points of 


' whig and tory, of high church and low church; 
which no more concerned them than the long and 
famous controverſy of ſtrops for razors : while 
agriculture was wholly diſcouraged, and conſe- 
- quently half the farmers and labourers, and poorer 
, tradeſmen, forced to beggary or baniſhment. Wiſ- 
dom crieth in the ſtreets ; becauſe I have called on 
« you; 1 have ſtretched out my hand, and no man 
40 regarded. But ye have ſet at nought all my 
0 © counſels, and would none of my reproof. 1 i 
will laugh at your calamity, and mock when 
you fear cometh.” 
I have now done with your memorial, and freely 
excule your miſtakes, fince you appear to write i as 
a ſtranger, and as of a country which 1 is left at li- 
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| herty to enjoy the benefits of nature, and to make 
| the beſt of thoſe advantages which God has given 


| it, in ſoil, climate, and ſituation. 


| But having lately ſeat out a paper, intituled, A 
| ſhort view of the fate of Ireland; and hearing 
| of an objection, that ſome people think I have 
| treated the memory of the late lord chief Juſtice 
| Whitſhed with an appearance of ſeverity : fince 
I may not probably have another opportunity of 

| explaining myſelf in that particular, I chooſe to do 
it here: laying it therefore down for a poſtula- 
tum, which I ſuppoſe will be univerſally granted, 
that no little creature of ſo mean a birth and 
| genius, had ever the honour to be a greater enemy 
to his country, and to all kinds of virtue than 
HE, 1 anſwer thus; whether there be two dif- 
| ferent goddeſſes called Fame, as ſome authors con- 
| tend, or only one goddeſs founding two different 
trumpets, it is certain, that people diſtinguiſhed 
| for their villainy, have as good a title to a blaſt from 

| the proper trumpet, as thoſe who are moſt re- 
| nowned for their virtues, have from the other ; 

| and have equal reaſon to complain if it be refuſcd 
| them, And accordingly the names of the moſt 
celebrated profligates, have been faithfully tranſ- 
| mitted down to poſterity. And although the per- 

| fon here underſtood, acted his part in an obſcure 
corner of the world, yet his talents might have 

| thone with luſtre enough, 1 in the nobleſt Jens. 
ti m naming a perſon dead, the plain 5 
| honeſt reaſon is the beſt. He was armed with 
power and will to do miſchief, even where he 


2-2 was 


. tion. 
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was not provoked ; as appeared by his proſecuting 
two printers, one to death, and both to ruin, who 
had neither offended God, nor the — nor him, 
nor the publick. 
What an encouragement to vice is this? If an 
ill man be alive, and in power, we dare not at- 
tack him; and if he be weary of the world, or 
of his own villainies, he has nothing to do but 
die, and then his reputation is ſafe, For, theſe 
excellent caſuiſts know juſt Latin enough to hav 
heard a moſt fooliſh precept, that de mortuis ni 
 nifi bonum; ſo that if Socrates, and Anytus his ac- 
cuſer, had happened to die together, the charity 

of ſurvivors, muſt either have obliged them to 
Hold their peace, or to fix the ſame character on 
both. The only crime of charging the dead is, 
when the leaſt doubt remains whether the accu- 
{ation be true; but when men are openly abandon- 
ed, and loſt to all ſhame, they have no reaſon to 
think it hard, if their memory be reproached, 
| Whoever reports, or otherwiſe publiſhes, any 
thing which it is poſſible may be falſe, that man 
is a flanderer; Sie niger eft, hunc tu, Romane, 
caveto. Even the leaſt miſrepreſentation, or ag- 
gravation of facts, deſerves the ſame cenſure in 
| ſome degree: but in this caſe I am quite deceived, 
if my error has not been on the hide of extenus. 


I have now 3 before me the iden of ſome 
perſons (I know not in what part of the world) 
who ſpend every moment of their lives, and every 


turn of their thoughts while they are awake (and 
probably 
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probably of their dreams while they flee; p) in the 
moſt deteſtable actions and deſigns; who delight in 
miſchief, ſcandal, and obloquy, with the hatred and 
| contempt of all mankind againſt them ; but 
| chiefly of thoſe among their own party, and 
| their own family; ſuch, whoſe odious qualities 
rival each other for perfection; avarice, brutality, 
faction, pride, malice, treachery, noiſe, impu- 
dence, dulneſs, ignorance, vanity, and revenge, 
contending every moment for ſuperiority in their 
breaſts. Such creatures are not to be reformed ; 
| neither is it prudent, or ſafe to attempt a refor- 
mation. Yet, although their memories will rot, 


: nell it while it is rotting. 
N I am, . IR, 


En, Your humble ſervant, 
E Dublin, March | „„ FD 
25 1728, 


4. B. 


8 2 


there may be ſome benefit for their ſurvivors, 8 
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Of His Excellency | lem 

mer 

vu. Lord Carteret, = 

im t 

FROM THE | a fir 

mo! 

CHARGE of favouring none but Tories, | 2 
 High-Church- Men, and Fecobites, | ® 

| to 

Written i in the Year 5 30. 1 

IN order to treat this important ſubject with the his 

Q greateſt fairneſs and impartiality, perhaps it may WM fon 

be convenient to give ſome account of his excel- WF mo 

lency ; - in whoſe life and character there are cer- Wi tic! 

tain particulars, which might give a very jult WW dra: 
ſuſpicion, of ſome truth in the accuſation he lies wir 

under. uni 

3 He is defended from two noble, ancient, 1 * 
© moſt loyal families, the Carterets, and the Gra- ple: 
| vuilles: too much diſtinguiſhed, I confeſs, for what MI [nt 
| they acted, and what they ſuffered in defending WM que 
the former conſtitution in church and Rate, under I the 

king Charles the martyr ; I mean that very prince, van 

on account of whoſe martyrdom a form of prayer, WM fitt: 

with faſting, was enjoined by act of parliament to tur 

be uſed on the 3oth day of January every year, to ſev 
— the: mercies of God, that the guilt of that hin 


{a- 
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| ficred and innocent blood, might not be viſited on 
| - or our poſterity ; as we may read at large in our 
| common-Prayer-books ; which day has been fo- 
| lemnly kept, even within the —— of many 
[ men now) alive. 


His excellency, the preſent lord, was educated 


in the univerſity of Oxford; from whence, with 
| a fingularity {carce to be ;uſtified, he carried away 
| more Greek, Latin, and philoſophy, than properly 
became a perſon of his rank; indeed much more 
of each, than moſt of thoſe who are forced to live 
| by their learning, will be at the ade pains 
to load their heads with. 3 | 
| This was the rock he ſplit on, upon his firſt ap- 5 55 

| pearance in the world, and having juſt got clear of 

| his guardians. For, as ſoon as he came to town, 
| ſome biſhops and clergymen, and other perſons 5 
moſt eminent for learning and parts, got him among 
them; from whom, although he were fortunately 
| dragged by a lady and the court, yet he could never 
wipe off the ſtain, nor waſh out the tincture of his 
I univerſity acquirements and diſpoſitions. _ 


To this another misfortune was added, that it 


pleaſed God to endow him with great natural ta- 
| lents, memory, judgement, comprehenſion, elo- 
| quence, and wit : and, to finiſh the work, all 
theſe were fortified eyen in his youth with the ad- 
| vantages received by ſuch employments, as are. beſt 
fitted both to exerciſe, and poliſh, the gifts of na- 
| ture and education, having been ambaſſador in 
| ſeveral courts, when his age would hardly allow 

him to take a degree; and made principal ſecretary 


of 
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of ſtate, at a period, when, according to cuſtom, | 


he ought to have been buſied in loſing his money i 
at a chocolate-houſe, or in other amuſements, Feat 
equally laudable and nn, among perſons of the 
Honour. mei 
1 cannot omit cath weak ide ; in his cheats, | met 
cy. For it is known, and can be proved upon l 
| him, that Greek and Latin books might be found fil 
every day in his dreſſing- room, if it were carefully and 
ſearched ; and there is reaſon to ſuſpect, that ſome WW h 
of the ſaid books have been privately conveyed edu 
him by tory hands. I am likewiſe aſſured, that he E 
has been taken in the very fact of reading the faid fer, 
books, even in the midſt of a ſeſſion, to the great WWorin 
7 neglect of public affairs. with 
I own, there may be ſome Ss” 55 thi matt. 
charge; becauſe I have it from good hands, that when NMperſo 
his excellency is at dinner with one or two ſcholar icio 
at his elbows, he grows a moſt. unſupportable and MPeen 
unintelligible companion, to all the fine gentlemen bf tir 
round the table. ſerge 
I cannot deny, that his excellency lies under ano- hann 
ther very great diſadvantage. For, with all the Hirth. 
accompliſhments above mentioned, adding that of ha 
moſt comely and graceful perſon, and during the Birr, 
prime of youth, ſpirits, and vigour, he has in 2 Wye | 
moſt unexemplary manner led a regular domeſtic Namen 
life; diſcovers a great eſteem, and friendſhip, and Nei 
love for his lady, as well as true affection for his iſcints 
children ; and when he is diſpoſed to admit an en- {Whaxim 
tertaining evening-companion, he does not always . The 


enough reflect, whether the perfon may poſſibly 


n Were 
iſt 
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in former days have lain under the imputation of a 
tory; nor at ſuch times do the natural, or affected 
fears of popery and the pretender, make any part of 
the converſation : I preſume, becauſe neither Ho- 
| mer, Plato, Ariſtotle, or Cicero, have made any 
| mention of them ©- : 

Theſe I freely acknowledge to be his excttiency 8 
failings : yet, I think it is agreed by philoſophers : 
and divines, that ſome allowance ought to be given 
to human infirmity, and to the PY 28 of a wrong 5 
education. 

Tam well aware, how much my ſentiments dif- 
fer, from the orthodox opinions of one or two 5 
principal patriots, at the head of whom I name 
with honour Piſtorides ; for theſe have decided the 


matter directly againſt me, by declaring, that no 
perſon, who was ever known to lie under the ſuſ- 


een once ſeen at a great man's leyee in the worſt 
bf times *, ſhould be allowed to come within the 
ſerge of che caſtle; much leſs to bow in the anti- 
chamber, appear at the aſſemblies, or dance at a 
dirth-night. However, I dare aſſert that this max- 
m has been often controlled; and that on the con- 
ary, a conſiderable number of early penitents 
ave been received into grace, who are now an or- 5 


tic WWament, happineſs, and ſupport to the nation. 
and Neither do I find any murmuring on ſome other 
his points of greater importance, We this favourite 


en- {Wiaxim is not fo ſtrictly obſerved. 
va) Bil» | The three laſt years of queen Anne, when lord Oxford was mini- 
bly WK: were bk called by the Aſt. 


1 | to 


picion of one fingle tory principle, or who had 
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To inſtance only in one. I have not heard thut 
any care has hitherto been taken to diſcover whe. 
ther madam * Violante be a whig or tory in he 
principles ; or even that ſhe has ever been offered 

the oaths to the government: on the contrary, ] 
am told, that ſhe openly profeſſes herſelf to he 

high-flyer ; and it is not improbable, by her out. 
landiſh name, ſhe may alſo be a papiſt in her heart | 
yet we ſee this illuſtrious and dangerous female 
had careſſed by principal perſons of both parties, 
who contribute to ſupport her in a ſplendid man. 
ner, without the leaſt apprehenſions from a grand. 
jury, or even from ſquire Hartley Hutcheſon hin. 
el, t that zealous proſecutor of hawkers and like 

And, as Hobbes wiſely obſerves, ſo much moner 
being equivalent to ſo much power, it may deſery 
cConſidering, with what ſafety ſuch an inftrument 
of power YO to be truſted in the hands of a 
alien, who has not given any legal ſecurity for he 

good affection to the government. 

I confeſs, there is one evil which 1 ld wil 
our friends would think Proper to redreſs. Ther 
are many whigs in this kingdom of the ol 
faſhion'd ſtamp, of whom we might make vn 
good uſe; they bear. the ſame loyalty with us t 
the 3 family, in the perſon of ki 

George the IId. The fame abhorrence of the pit 
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tender, with the conſequences of popery and it 
very, and the ſame indulgence to tender conſciencs 


but having nothing to aſk for themſelves, 1 


* A famous Italian rope-dancer. 
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therefore the more leiſure to think for the publick, 
they are often apt to entertain fears, and melan- 
| choly proſpects, concerning the ſtate of their coun- 
| try, the decay of trade, the want of money, the 
E miſerable condition of the people, with kk to- 
picks of the like nature; all which do equally con- 
cern both whig and tory; who, if they have any 
; thing to loſe, muſt be equally ſufferers. Perhaps, 
[one or two of theſe melancholy gentlemen, will 
ſometimes venture to publiſh their thoughts in 
print: now I can by no means approve our uſual 
cuſtom of curſing and railing at this ſpecies of 
I thinkers, under the names of tories, Jacobites, | pa- 
Ipiſts, libellers, rebels, and the like. 

| This was the utter ruin of that poor, angry, 
Ibuftling, well-meaning mortal Piſtorides ; who lies 
Fequally under the contempt of both parties with 
Ino other difference than a mixture of Pay on one 
ide, and of averſion on the other. 

How has he been pelted, peſtered, and und 8 
Iby one fingle wag, who promiſes never to for ſake 
lim „living or dead? 

Ivas much pleaſed with the humour of a bur. 
geon in this town ; who having, in his own ap- 
brehenfion, received ſome great inj juſtice from the 


Erl of Galway, and deſpairing of revenge as well 
: piſs s relief, declared to all his friends, that he had ſet 
apart one hundred guineas, to purchaſe the earl's 


parcaſe from the ſexton, whenever it ſhould die, to 
make a ſkeleton of the bones, ſtuff the hide, and 
Pew them for three-pence ; and thus get vengeance 
bor the injuries he had ſuffered by its owner, 


8 


— honeſt gentleman, for the bittereſt invectives againſ 


vered: but i in the midſt of careſſes, viſits, and in- 
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Of the like ſpirit too often is that implacable 

race of wits ; againſt whom there is no defence but 

innocence and philoſophy, neither of which is 

likely to be at hand; and therefore the wounded 
have no where to fly for a cure, but to down-right 

| ſtupidity, a crazed head, or a ene aden of 
guilt and ſhame. 

I am therefore Garry for that al miſerable res. 
ture Traulus; who, although of ſomewhat a dif. 
ferent ſpecies, yet ſeems very far to outdo even the 

genius of Piſtorides, in that miſcarrying talent of 
railing without conſiſtency, or diſcretion, againſt 
the moſt innocent perſons, according to the preſent 
ſituation of his gall and ſpleen. I do not blame an 


one, to whom he profeſſes the greateſt friendſhip, 
provided he acts in the dark fo as not to be diſco- 


vitations, to run into the ſtreets, or to as public: 
place, and without the leaſt pretended incitement, 
ſputter out the baſeſt and falſeſt accuſations ; then 
to wipe his mouth, come up ſmiling to his friend, 
ſhake him by the hand, and tell him in a whiſper 
it was all for his ſervice: this proceeding I am 
bold to think a great failure in prudence : and I am 
afraid leſt ſuch a practitioner, with a body ſo open, 
ſo foul, and ſo full of ſores, may fall under the re- 
ſentment of an incenſed political ſurgeon, who is 
not in much renown for his mercy upon great pro- 
vocations : who, without waiting for his death, 
will flay and diſſect him alive; and to the view 
of mankind lay open all the diſordered cells of hi 


br: ain, 
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brain, the venom of his tongue, the corruption of 
his heart, and ſpots and flatus's of his ſpleen : and 


all this for three-pence. 
In ſuch a caſe what a ſcene would be laid open ! 1 


miſtaking friend, might an angry enemy draw and 
erpoſe particularizing that unnatural conjunction 
of vices and follies, ſo inconſiſtent with each other 
in the ſame breaſt: furious and fawning, ſcurri- 
lous and flattering, cowardly and provoking, inſo- 
[lent and abject; moſt profligately falſe, with the 
[{rongeſt profeſſions of. ſincerity ; poſitive ang. va- 
riable, tyrannical and laviſh. 

[ apprehend, that if all this ſhould be ſet out to 
the world, by an angry whig of the old ſtamp, the 


eur friend for ſome months more, to his garret; 
and thereby depriving the publick for ſo long "Op 
time, and in fo important a juncture, of his uſeful 
talents in their ſervice, while he is fed like a wild 
beaſt through a hole; but I hope with a ſpecial 
regard to the ny and quality of his nouriſh- 
ment, 

| In vain would his excuſery endeayour to palliate 
bis enormities, by imputing them to madneſs ; be- 
ruſe it is well known, that madneſs only operates 
by inflaming and enlarging, the good or evil diſ- 
Poſitions of the mind. For the curators of Bedlam. 
lure us, that ſome lunaticks are perſons of ho- 
dur, truth, benevolence, and many other virtues, 
Mich appear in their higheſt ravings, although 


Uter a wild incoherent manner; while others, on 


the 


and, to drop my metaphor, what a character of our 


unavoidable conſequence muſt be, a confinement __ 


utmoſt baſeneſs and depravity of human minds; 
which infallibly they poſſeſſed in the fame degree, 
although perhaps under a better e befor 
: their entrance into that academy. 


| of: much force, to excuſe the overflowings of that 
zeal, which our friend ſhews or means for ou. 

' cauſe. And it muſt be confeſſed, that the eaſy and 
ſmooth fluency of his elocution, beſtowed on him 
1 by nature, and cultivated by continual practice, ad- 
| ded to the comelineſs of his perſon, the harmony 


the decency of his dreſs, are temptations too ſtrong 
for ſuch a genius to refiſt, upon any public occaſion 
of making them appear with univerſal applauſe 
And if good men are ſometimes accuſed of loving 
their jeſt, better than their friend ; ſurely to gain 
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contrary, diſcover in every word and action, the | 


But it may be objected, that there is an argument 


of his voice, the gracefulneſs of his manner, and 


the reputation of the firſt orator in the kingdom, no WW thi 
man of ſpirit would ſcruple to loſe all the friends be ip 
had in the world. WW 
It is uſual for maſters to make their boys declaim Is 2 

on both ſides of an argument; and as ſome kinds tun. 
of aſſemblies are called the ſchools of politicks, | ſons 
_ confeſs nothing can better improve political ſchool- ¶ tte 
boys, than the art of making plauſible, or implau- WW for 
 fible harangues, againſt the very Opinion for which (hay 
. they reſolve to determine. for 
S0 cardinal Perron, after having ſpoke for n mat 
hour to the admiration of all his hearers to prove his. 
the exiſtence of God, told ſome of his intimates, the 
that Wown 


THE LORD CARTERET. 241 
mat he could have ſpoken another hour, and much 
better, to prove the contrary. 

I have placed this reaſoning in the Wengen light 
that I think it will bear; and have nothing to 
anſwer, but that allowing it as much weight as 

| the reader ſhall pleaſe, it has conſtantly met with 
ill ſucceſs in the mouth of our friend ; but 
whether for want of good luck, or good —— 
ment, 1 ſuſpend my judgment. 

| To return from this long digreſſion; J if perſons : 
in high ſtations have been allowed to chooſe 
wenches without regard even to difference in reli- 
gion, yet never incurred the leaſt reflection on 


chief governor of a great kingdom be cenſured 
for chooſing a companion, who may formerly 


dox in ſome ſpeculative opinions of perſons and 
| things, which cannot affect the fundamental prin- 

ciples of a ſound whig? - 
But let me ſuppoſe a very poflible caſe. Here 
is a perſon ſent to govern Ireland, whoſe unfor= 


ind tunate weak fide it happens to be, for ſeveral rea- 
„I bas above-mentioned, that he has encouraged the 
ool- Wil attendance of one or two gentlemen diſtin guiſhed 
lau- for their taſte, their wit, and their learning ; who 


hich I have taken the oaths to his majeſty, and pray heartily 
for him: yet, becauſe they may perhaps be ſtig- 
r n matized as guondam tories by Piſtorides and his gang, 
prove bis excellency muſt be forced to baniſh them, under 
nates, the pain and peril of diſpleaſing the zealots of his 


own party; and thereby be put into a worſe condi- 
Vor. IX. R tion 


their loyalty, or their proteſtantiſm ; ſhall the 


| have been ſuſpected for differing from the ortho- — 


than muddy at the king's. 


for acquiring new additions of merit, to amuſe 


conſequence, the moſt difagreeable companions to 
-” all who have that unfortunate turn of mind pecu- 


| har to his excellency, and perhaps to five or fix 
more in a nation. 
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tion than every common good fellow, who may he 
a ſincere proteſtant and a loyal ſubject, and yet ra- 
ther chooſe to drink fine ale at the Tye s head, 


Let me then return to my ſuppoſitions. 111 is 
certain, the high-flown loyaliſts, in the preſent 
ſenſe of the word, have their thoughts, and ſtudies, 
and tongues, fo entirely diverted by political ſchemes, 
that the zeal of their principles has eaten up thei 
_ underſtandings ; neither have they time from their 
: employments, their hopes, and their hourly labour 


themſelves with philological converſe or fpeculz- 
tions, which are utterly ruinous to all ſchemes of 
riſing in the world. What then muſt a great man 
do, whoſe ill ſtars have fatally perverted him to a 
love and taſte, and poſſeſſion of literature, polite- 
neſs, and good ſenſe ? Our thorough-ſped repub- 
lick of whigs, which contains the bulk of al 
|  hopers, pretenders, expecters, and profeſſors, arc 
beyond all doubt moſt highly uſeful to princes, 
to governors, to great miniſters, and to their 
country; but at the ſame time, and by neceſſaty 


I do not deny it poſſible, that an | original of 
proſelyte favourite of the times, might have been 
born to thoſe uſeleſs talents, which in former ages 
qualified a man to be a poet or a philoſopher. Al 
1 contend for is, that where the true genius of 

12 
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party once enters, it ſweeps the houſe ch ; and © 
leaves room for many other ſpirits to take joint 
poſſeſſion, until the laſt ſtate of chat man is exceed- 
ingly better than the fir ſt. | | 

I allow it a great error in his ey: that 
he adheres ſo obſtinately to his old unfaſhionable 
academic education; yet ſo perverſe is human na- 
ture, that the uſual remedies for this evil in 
others, have produced a contrary effect in him; 
to a degree, that I am credibly informed, he will, - 
5 have already hinted, in the middle of a ſeſſion, 
quote paſſages out of Plato and Pindar at his own 
table to ſome book- learned companion without 
bluſhing, even when perſons | of great ſtations are 
7. . 
L will venture one tep further; which is, vel 3 
to confeſs, that this miſtaken Method of educatin g 
youth in the knowledge of ancient learning and lan- 
rage, is too apt to ſpoil their politicks and princi- 
ples; becauſe the doctrine and examples of the books 
they read, teach them leſſons directly contrary in 
gery point to the preſent practice of the world: 
nd accordingly Hobbes moſt judiciouſly obſerves, 


ſoung men imbibe opinions againſt abſolute power 
In a prince, or even in a firſt miniſter, and em- 
brace notions of liberty and property. _ 
It has been therefore a great felicity in theſe 
ingdoms, that the heirs to titles and large eſtates, 
ages axe a weakneſs in their eyes, a tenderneſs in their 
All onſtitutions; are not able to bear the pain- and 
18 of dignity of whipping ; and as the mother rightly 
part 5 1 expreſſes 


| of 
been 


that the writings of the Greeks and Romans, made 
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moths it, could never take to their books, yet vi 
are well enough qualified to ſign a receipt for anc 
| Half a year's rent, to put their names (rightly get 
ſpelt) to a warrant, and to read pamphlets againſt ſer 
religion and high-flying ; whereby they fill thei die 
niches, and carry themſelves through the word alt. 
with that dignity which beſt becomes a fenaty ma 
and a ſquire. the 
I could heartily with his excellency would be of 
= more condeſcending to the genius of the kingdom nie 
he governs; to the condition of the times, and der 
to the nature of the ſtation he fills. Vet if it of 
be true, what I have read in old Engliſh ſtory- anc 
oY books, that one Ageſilaus (no matter to the bulk col 
of my readers whether I ſpell the name right or to 
wrong) was caught by the parſon of the pariſh Wiſh = 
riding on a hobby-horſe with his children; that on 
| Socrates a heathen philoſopher was found dancing 12 
Dy himſelf at fourſcore ; that a king called Czfa fro 
Auguſtus (or ſome ſuch name) uſed to play with hig 
boys, whereof ſome might poſſibly be ſons df ceſ 
tories ; and that two great men called Scipio and 5 
1 (I forget their chriſtan names, and whethe his 
they were poets or generals) often played at duck doc 
and drake with ſmooth ſtones on a river: No. tha 
1 ſay, if theſe facts be true (and the book when ver 
I found them is in print) I cannot imagine why bee 
| our moſt zealous patriots may not a little induę ' 
his excellency in an infirmity, which is not moral kn. 
evil; provided he gives no public ſcandal; which in 
18 by all means to be avoided : I lay, why nm Wor 
may not be indulged twice a week to converk his 


witl 


/ 
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with one or two particular perſons and let him 
and them con over their old exploded readings to- 


gether, after mornings ſpent in hearing and pre- 


{cribing ways and means from and to his moſt obe- 
dient politicians for the welfare of the kingdom; 
although the ſaid particular perſon, or perſons, 
may not have made ſo public a declaration of 
their political faith in all its parts, as the buſineſs 
of the nation requires: ſtill ſubmitting my opi- 
nion to that happy majority, which I am confi- 
dent is always in the right; by whom the liberty 
of the ſubject has been ſo frequently, ſo ſtrenuouſly, 
and ſo ſucceſsfully aſſerted; who, by their wiſe 
counſels, have made commerce to flouriſh, money 
to abound, inhabitants to increaſe, the value of - 
lands and rents to riſe ; and the whole iſland put l 
on a new face of plenty and proſperity. 


But, in order to clear his excellency 1 more Fully Eo. 


from this accuſation of ſhewing his favours to 
high-fliers, tories, and jacobites, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to come to particulars. eons 2 
The firſt perſon of a tory denomination, to whom 
his excellency gave any marks of his favour, was 


doctor Thomas Sheridan, It is to be obſerved, 


that this happened ſo early in his excellency's go- 
vernment, as it may be juſtly ſuppoſed he had not 
been informed of that gentleman's character upon L 
ſo dangerous an article. The doctor being well 
known, and diſtinguiſhed for his {kill and ſucceſs 
in the education of youth, beyond moſt of his pro- 
feſſion for many years paſt, was recommended to 
his excellency on the ſcore of his learning, and 
. N 
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particularly for his knowledge in the Greek tongue; 

- whereof, it ſeems, his excellency 1s a great admirer, 
although for what reaſons I could never imagine, 

| However, it is agreed on all hands, that his lord. 
ſhip was too eafily prevailed on by the doctor's te. 
queſt, or indeed rather from the bias of his own | 
nature, to hear a tragedy acted in that unknown 
language by the doctor's lads, which was Written 
by ſome heathen author ; but whether it contain. 
ed any tory or high-church principles, muſt be 
left to the conſciences of the boys, the docdor, 
„ excellency; ; the only witneſſes in this 
eaſe, whoſe teſtimonies can be depended upon. 

It ſeems, his excellency (a thing never to be 
ſufficiently wonder d at) was fo pleaſed with his 
entertainment, that ſome time after he gave the 
doctor a church-living to the value of almoſt one 
hundred pounds a year, and made him one of his 
Chaplains ; from an antiquated notion, that good 
ſchool-maſters ought to be encouraged in every 
nation profeſſing civility and religion. Yet his 
| excellency did not venture to make this hold ſtep 
without ſtrong recommendations from perſons of 
undoubted principles fitted to the times; who 
thought themſelves bound in juſtice, honour, and 
gratitude, to do the doctor a good office, in return 
for the care he had taken of their children, or of 
_ thoſe of their friends, Yet the cataſtrophe was 
terrible; for the doctor, in the height of his feli- 
city and gratitude, going down to take poſſeſſion 
cf his pariſh, and furniſhed with a few led ſermons, 
whereof as it is to be ſuppoſed the number was I 
very 


— ——y—ę. . — Og toon 
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W very ſmall, having never ſerved a cure in the 
church, he ſtopt at Cork to attend on his biſhop ; 
and going to church on the Sunday following, 


was, according to the uſual civility of country 


clergymen, invited by the miniſter of the pariſh 
to ſupply the pulpit. It happened to be the firſt 
of Augult ; and the firſt of Auguſt happened that 

year to light upon a Sunday : and it happened 
that the doctor's text was in theſe words; Suffi- 
cient unto the day is the evil thereof * ; and laſt- 

ly, it happened that ſome one perſon of the con- 
pregation, whoſe loyalty made him watchful upon 


every appearance of danger to his majeſty”; s perſon 


and government, when ſervice was over, gave the 
darm. Notice was immediately ſent up to town; 
ind by the zeal of one man of no large dimenſions 
of body or mind, ſuch a clamour was raiſed, that 


we in Dublin could apprehend no leſs than an : 


invaſion by the pretender, who muſt be landed in 
the ſouth. The reſult was, that the doctor muſt 
be ſtruck out of the chaplains liſt, and appear no 
more at the caſtle; yet whether he were then, or 
| be at this day, a whig or a tory, I think is a 
kcret ; only it is manifeſt, that he is a zealous 
3 at leaſt in poetry, and a great admirer 
of the preſent royal family through all; its branches. 
His friends likewiſe aſſert, that he had preached 
| this ſermon often under the fame text ; that not 
having obſerved the words, till he was in the pul- 
pit, and had opened his notes, as he is a parions a 


The firſt of Auguſt is the 1 of the Hanoverian family O 
WE *cccflion to the crown of Great Britain, 


3, > -5* ite 
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little abſtracted, he wanted preſence of mind to 
change them: and that i in the whole ſermon there 
was not a ſyllable relating to government or * party, 
or to the ſubject of the day. 
In this incident there ſeems to have been a union 
of events, that will probably never happen again 
to the end of the world ; or is, at leaſt, like the 
grand conjunction i in the heavens; which, I think, 
they ſay can arrive but once in twenty thouſand 
years. 
7:..2The- ſecond gentleman (if 1 am dt in my 
chronology) who, under the ſuſpicion of a tory, 
received ſome favour from his excellency, is Mr. 
James Stopford ; very ſtrongly recommended by 
the moſt eminent whig i in England, on the account 
of his learning, and virtue, and other accompliſh- 
ments. He had paſſed the greateſt part of his 
youth in cloſe ſtudy, or in traveling, and was 
either not at home, or not at leiſure to trouble 
his thoughts about party ; which I allow to be 
a great omiſſion, although I cannot honeſtly place 
him in the liſt of tories : and therefore think his 
excellency may be fairly acquitted for making him 
vicar of Finglaſs, worth about one hundred pound 
A year. e 
The third is doctor Patrick Delany. This . 
vine lies under ſome diſadvantage; having in his 
youth received many civilities from a certain * 
perſon, then in a very high ſtation here; for which 
reaſon | doubt the doctor never drank his confuſion 


* Sir Conſtantine Phipps, lord chancellor of Irelapd when queen 
Anne died. 


ſince; 
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face ; and what makes the matter deſperate, it is. 
now too late; unleſs our inquiſitors will be con- 
tent with drinking contuſion to his memory. The 
eforefaid eminent perſon, who was a judge of all 
merit, except that of party, diſtinguiſhed the doc- 
tor among other juniors in our univerſity, for his 
learning, virtue, diſcretion, and good ſenſe. - But 
the doctor was then in too good a ſituation at his 
college, to hope, or endeavour at a better eſtabliſh- 
ment, from one who had no power to give it him. 
Upon the preſent lord-lieutenant's coming over, 
the doctor was named to his excellency by a friend * 
among other clergy of diſtinction, as perſons whoſe 
characters it was proper his excelleney ſhould 
know ; and by the truth of which the giver would 


nion; ſince not one of thoſe perſons were in par- 
ticular friendſhip with the gentleman who gave in 
their names. By this, and ſome other incidents, 
particularly the recommendation of the late arch- 
bihop of Dublin, the doctor became known to 
his excellency ; whoſe fatal turn of mind towards 
heatheniſh and outlandiſh books and languages, 
inding, as I conceive, a like diſpoſition in the 
doctor, was the cauſe of his becoming ſo do- 
meſtic, as we are told he is, at the caſtle of 
Dublin. 
Three or four years ago, the doctor grown weary 
of an academic life, for ſome reaſons beſt known 
to the managers of the diſcipline in that learned 
ren (which it may nat be for their honour to 
| . The author. | 


mention) 


be content to ſtand or fall in his excellency' s Opi= 


1 ſquandered away all his annual income in a manner 


1 
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mention) reſolved to leave it ; although, by the he. 
nefit of the pupils, and his ſenior fellowſhip, with 
all its. perquiſites, he received every year between 
nine hundred and a thouſand pounds. Anda ſmall 
northern living, in the univerſity's donation, of 
ſomewhat better than one hundred pounds a ye 
falling at the ſame time with the chancellorſnip of 
Chriſt-Church, to about equal the value, in the 
gift of his excellency; the doctor ventured into 
the world in a very ſcanty condition; having 


| which, although perhaps proper enough for a cler. 
gyman without a family, will not be for the advan- 
: tage of his character to diſcover, either on the ex- 
change or at a banker's ſhop. 
About two months ago, his excellency gave the 
doctor a prebend in St. Patrick's cathedral ; which 
S being of near the ſame value with either of the 
two former, will add a third part to his revenues, 

| 3 he ſhall have paid the great incumbrances upon 

it: ſo that he may now be ſaid to poſſeſs of church- 
Pane in ſcattered tithes three hundred pounds 
a year; inſtead of the like ſum of infallible rents 
from a ſenior fellowſhip, with the offices annexed; 
beſide the advantage of a free lodging, a great ni num- 
ber of pupils, hs ſome other eaſements. 
But ſince the doctor has not, in any of his 
writings, his ſermons, his actions, his diſcourſe, 
or his company, diſcovered one fingle principle of 
either whig or tory ; and that the lord lieutenant 
ſtill continues to admit him; I ſhall boldly pro- 


nounce him ONE OF US: but, like a new free- 
maſon, 


Sungny,. cy puny fans 
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maſon, who has not yet learned all the diale& of 
the myſtery. Neither can he juſtly be accuſed of 
any tory doctrines; except perhaps ſome among 
thoſe few, with which that wicked party was 
charged during the height of their power, but have 


to the whole body of our firmeſt friends. 

[ have now done with the clergy : and upon the ; 
ſtricteſt examination, have not been able to find a- 
boye one of that order, againſt whom any party 
ſuſpicion can lie; I mean the unfortunate gentle- 


| man doctor Sheridan, who, by mere chance- 


medley, ſhot his own fortune dead with a ſingle text. 
As to the laity, I can hear of but one perſon of 


excellency's government, did ever receive any folid 
mark of his favour : I mean Sir Arthur Acheſon, 
reported to be an acknowledged tory ; and, what is 
almoſt as bad, a ſcholar into the bargain. It is 


whiſpered about, as a certain truth, that this gen- 


tleman is to have a grant of a certain barrack 
upon his eſtate within two miles of his own houſe ; 
for which the crown is to be his tenant, at the 
rent of fixty pounds per annum; he being 
only at a expence of about five hundred 
pounds, to put the houſe in repair, build 


tory in a fair light, by computing the coſts and 
neceſſary defalcations : after which it may be ſeen 
how much Sir Arthur will be annually a clear 
puner by the publick ; notwithſtanding his un- 
fortunate 


been fince transferred, for the moſt ſolid reaſons, 5 


the tory ſtamp, who, ſince the beginning of his 


ſtables, n other neceſſaries. I will place this 
invidious mark of beneficence conferred on a 


| 
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fortunate principles, and his knowledge in | Greck 


and Latin. in 

N F or repairs, &c. 500 the intereſt where- in 
ol per ann. 76: 158 „ m 
For all manner of poultry to furniſh they W 

_ troopers, but which the ſaid troopers „ a 
muſt be at the labour of catching, vu 8 to 
Jued per ann. — 4 pr 


Por ſtraggling ſheep - 4 8 00 m 
ON For game deſtroyed five miles round 3 5 0 0 


children. 


| | 49 00 
Rent paid to Sir Arthur 25K -; 0000 
Deduct „% ĩ ĩð ! âV˙ S260 


fortune to obtain a grant of this barrack, he will re- 
ceive net profit annually from the crown ELEVEN 
pounds ſterling, to help him in entertaining the ot- 


pected, which may fully compenſate the loſs of 
cattle and poultry; ; by multiplying the breed of 


in a part of the kingdom, half depopulated by the 


their country. But I am not fo {kilful 1 in arithime- 
tick, as to compute the value. 


N clear 0 60d 


Thus, if Sir Arthur Acheſon ſhall have the g000 
ficers, and making proviſions. for his younger 
It is true, there is another advantage to be ex- 


mankind, and particularly that of good proteſtants 


wild humour among the farmers there, of leaving 


] have 
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1 have reckoned one per cent. below the legal 
ntereſt for the money that Sir Arthur muſt expend; 
and valued the damage in the other articles very 
moderately. However, I am confident he may 
with good management be a ſaver at leaſt ; which is 
a prodigious inſtance of moderation in our friends 
towards a profeſſed tory ; whatever merit he may | 
pretend, by the unwillingneſs he has ſthewn to 
make his excellency uneaſy in his adminiſtration. 

Thus I have, with the utmoſt impartiality, col- 
lected every ſingle favour (farther than perſonal ci- 
wilities) conferred by his excellency on tories, and 
| reputed tories, ſince his firſt arrival here, to the 
zoth day of April in the year of our Lord 1730, 
giving all allowance poſſible to the arguments on 
the other fide of the queſtion; and the account 
| will ſtand thus: 

| Diſpoſed of preferments and a. to 
tories, or reputed tories, by his excellency John 
lord Carteret, lord lieutenant of Ireland, in about 5 
the ſpace of fix years: 


To doctor Thomas Sheridan, in a rectory 
near Kinſale, per annum 
To Sir Arthur Acheſon, baronet, a Mt 3 
11 0 0 
rack, per ann. 7 


228 0 


—_— 


2 


111 0 0 


y the 
aving FT me leave now to compute in groſs the value 
twnc- Jof the favours done by his excellency to the true 


I 


friends = 
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friends of their king and country, and of the pio. 
teſtant religion. 

It is to be remembered, that although his excel. 


lency cannot be properly ſaid to beſtow biſhopricks 
commands in the army, the place of a judge, or 


commiſſioner in the revenue, and ſome others; yet 
they are for the moſt part diſpoſed upon his recom. 


mendation, except where the perſons are immedi. 
ately ſent from England by their intereſt at court; 
for which I have allowed great defalcations in the 


= following accounts. And it is remarkable, that 


the only candideentite ſtation conferred on a tory 
ſince his _ excellency 8 government, Was of 
5 this latter kind. 
=. - indeed it is but too notorious, that i in 3 
neighbouring nation (where this dangerous denomi- 
nation of men is incomparibly more numerous, 


more powerful, and of conſequence more for- 


midable) real tories can often with much leſs 
difficulty obtain very high favours from the g0- 
vernment, than their reputed brethren can arrive 
to the loweſt in ours. I obſerve this with all poſ- 
 fible ſubmiſſion to the wiſdom of their policy; 
which however will not, I believe, pas the 
_ praiſe of * with ours. 
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WHIG account. 15 


To o perſons promoted to biſhopricks, q | 
ce Feemoved ee more beneficial ones, + I0,050 
computed per ann. 


o civil employmen se 9030 0 0 
to military commands 3436 0 © 

” 27,510 E 0 

EE TORY account. „„ 
t To tories = _ „ NESS: 
! bioce - = = = 2745500 


W 


3 CC 


I hall ai with this n that as 1 
hink the tories have ſufficient reaſon to be fully 
ſtisfied with the ſhare of truſt, power, and em 
poyments, which they poſſeſs under the lenity of 
the preſent government ; ſo, I do not find how 
lis excellency can be juſtly cenſured for favouring | 
ne but high-church, high-flyers, termagants, 
ludifts, ſacheverellians, tip-top-gallon-men, jaco- 
bites, tantivys, anti-hanoverians, friends to po- 


obligers of England, breakers of DEPE N- 
DENCY, inflamers of quarrels between the two 
tions, public incendiaries, enemies to the king 
ad kingdoms, haters of TRUE proteſtants, 
hurel-men, anniſts, complainers of the nation's 
orerty, ormondians, iconoclaſts, anti-glorious- 


6 


memo- 


ery and the pretender and to arbitrary power, diſ= _ 


— 
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memoriſts, anti-revolutioners, white-roſaliſts, tenth. 
a-junians, and the like; when, by a fair ſtate of 


the account, the balance, 1 conceive, ſeems to lie 
on the other ſide, 


Co. 


CONSIDERATIONS 


UPON 


F- W O BI L L 8 


Ent down from the Right Honourable che 
Houſe of Lonps to the Honourable the 


Houſe of Commons in ſreland relating ; 
to the Crxkor. 


Written in the year 1731. 


T HAVE often, for above a month paſt, de- 
fired ſome few clergymen, who are pleaſed 
to viſit me, that they would procure an extract of 
two BILLS, brought into the council by ſome of 
the biſhops, and both of them fince paſſed in the 


houſe of lords: but I could never obtain what 1 | 


&fired, whether by the forgetfulneſs or negligence 
of thoſe whom I employed, or the difficulty of the 
thing itſelf. Therefore, if I ſhall happen to miſ- 
uke in any fact of conſequence, I deſire my re- 
marks upon it may paſs for nothing ; ; for my in- , 
formation is no better than what I received in words 
rom ſeveral divines, who ſeemed to agree with each 
her, I have not the honour to be acquainted with 
any one ſingle prelate of the kingdom; and am a 
ſtranger to their characters, farther than as common 
lame reports them, which is not to be depended on; 


NN.. 8 there- 


operate a quite contrary way. The maintenance of 
the clergy throughout the kingdom, is precarious 
and uncertain, collected from a moſt miſerable race 


lies to be defrauded. His office as rector or vicar, 


ther is his perſonal preſence neceſſary, for the bu- 
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therefore I cannot be ſuppoſed to act upon a princi- 
ple of reſentment. L efteem their functions (if I my 
be allowed to fay ſo without offence) as truly apoſto- 
| lical, and abſolutely neceſſary to the PRIN of 
a Chriſtian church. 

There are no qualities. more e incident to the frallt ty 
and corruptions of human kind, than an indiffer- 
ence or inſenſibility for other men's ſufferings, and 
2 ſudden forgetfulneſs of their own former humble 
ſtate, when they riſe in the world. Theſe two 
diſpoſitions have not, I think, any where fo ſtrongly 
| exerted themſelves, as in the order of biſhops with 
regard to the inferior clergy ; - for which I can find 
no reaſons, but ſuch as naturally ſhould ſeem to 


of beggarly farmers ; at whoſe mercy every miniſter 


if it be duly executed, is very laborious. As foo 
as he is promoted to a biſhoprick, the ſcene is en. 
tirely and happily changed ; his revenues are large, 
and as ſurely paid as thoſe of the king; ; his whole 
buſineſs is, once a year to receive the attendance, 
the ſubmiſſion, and the proxy-money of all his 
_ clergy, in whatever part of the dioceſe he ſhall 
pleaſe to think moſt convenient for himſelf. Nei- 


ſineſs may be done by a vicar-general. The fi- 
tigue of ordination, is juſt what the biſhops pleaie 
to make it; and as matters have been for ſome time, 


and may probably remain, the few-er ordinations the 
bet⸗ 
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better. The reſt of their viſible office conſiſts, in 


the honour of attending parliaments and councils, 
and beſtowing preferments in their own gift; in 
which laſt employment, and in their ſpiritual and 
temporal courts, the labour falls to their vicars- 
general, ſecretaries, proctors, apparitors, ſeneſchals, 
and the like. Now, I ſay, in ſo quick a change, 
whereby their brethren in a fe days are become 
their ſubjects, it would be reaſonable at leaſt to 
hope that the labour, confinement, and ſubjection, 
from which they have ſo lately eſcaped, like a bird 


out of the ſnare of the fowler, might a little in- 


dine them to remember the condition of thoſe, Who 
were but laſt week their equals, probably their 
companions or their friends, and poſſibly as reaſon- 
able expectants. There is a known ſtory of colo- 
nel Tidcomb, who, while he continued a ſubal- 
tern officer, was every day complaining againſt the 
pride, oppreſſion, and hard treatment of colonels 
towards their officers ; yet in a very few minutes 
after he had received his commiſſion for a regiment, 
walking with a friend on the mall, he confeſſed 
that the ſpirit of colonelſhip was coming faſt upon 
him; which ſpirit is ſaid to have daily increaſed to 
the hour of his death. 

It is true, the clergy of this kingdom, who are 
promoted to biſhopricks, have always ſome great 
advantages ; either that of rich deanries, opulent 
and multiplied rectories and dignities, ſtrong alli- 
ances by birth or marriage, fortified by a ſuperla- 
tire degree of zeal and loyalty : but however, they 
were all at firſt no more than young beginners ; 


8 2 and 


and the houſe of lords has with great expedition 
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and before their great promotion, were known by 
their plain Chriſtian names among their old com. 
panions, the middling rate of clergymen ; nor could 
therefore be ſtrangers to their condition, or with 
any good grace ſorget it ſo ſoon, as it has too often 
happened. = | 
I confeſs, I do not remember to > have obſerved 
any body of men acting W ith ſo little concert, as 
our clergy have done, in a point, where their 
opinions appeared to be unanimous : a point, 
wherein their whole temporal ſapport_. Was con- 
cerned, as well as their power of ſerving God and 
| his church, in their ſpiritual functions. This has 
been imputed to their fear of diſobliging, or hopes 
of farther favours upon compliance; becauſe it was 
- obſerved, that ſome who appeared at firſt with the 
greateſt zeal, thought fit ſuddenly to abſent them- 
ſelves from the afual meetings: yet we know what 
expert ſolicitors the quakers, the diſſenters, and 
even the papiſts have ſometimes found, to drive a 
point of advantage, or prevent an impending evil. 
I have not ſeen any extract from the two bills 
introduced by the biſhops into the privy-council; 
where the clergy, upon ſome failure in favour, or 
through the timorouſneſs of many among their 
brethren, were refuſed to be heard by the coun- 
cil. It ſeems, theſe bills were both returned, 
agreed to by the king and council in England, 


paſſed them both; and it is ſaid, they are im- 


mediately to be lent down to the commons for 
their conſent, 


The 
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The particulars, as they have been iperfecth 
reported to me, are as follows: 


By one of the bills, the biſhops have power to 
oblige the country clergy to build a manfion-houſe, 
upon whatever part of their glebes, their lordſhips 
ſhall command; and if the living be above gol. 
a year, the miniſter is bound to build, after three 
years, a houſe that ſhall coſt one year and a half's 
rent of his income. For inſtance, if a clergyman 
with a wife and ſeven children gets a living of 55l. 
per annum, he muſt, after three years, build a 
houſe that ſhall coſt 771. 10s. and muſt ſupport 
his family, during the time the biſhop {hall ap- 
point for the building of it, with the remainder. 
But if the living be "dnder Fol. a year, the mi- 
niſter ſhall be allowed 100k. out of the firſt 
fruits. ; 

But there is aid to be one circumſtance a little 
extraordinary ; that if there be a ſingle ſpot in the 
glebe more barren, more marſhy, more pond 0 
| the winds, more diſtant from the church, 
ſkeleton of a church, or from any nb: 
of building ; the rector or vicar may be obliged, 
by the caprice or pique of the biſhop, to build, 
under pain of ſequeſtration (an office which ever 
falls into the moſt knaviſh hands) upon what- 
erer point his lordſhip ſhall command; although 
Hy farmers have not paid one quarter of his 
dues. 

under the preſent diſtreſſes of the 
kingdom (which inevitably without a miracle 


mult increaſe for ever) there are not ten country 7 


8 3 | clergye 
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clergymen in Ireland, reputed to poſſeſs a pariſh of | 
1ool. per annum, who for ſome years paſt have 
actually received 601. and that with the utmoſt 
difficulty and vexation. I am therefore at a loſ 
what kind of valuators the biſhops will make uſe 
of; and whether the ſtarving vicar, ſhall be forced 
0 build his Beute with the money he Never 
received. 5 
The other bill, which pulſes] in two days 5 
the former, is ſaid to concern the diviſion of 
pariſhes into as many parcels as the biſhop {hall 
think fit, only leaving Zool. a year to the mother 
church; which 3ool. by another act paſſed ſome 


8 ago, they can divide likewiſe, and crumble 


as low as their will and pleaſure will diſpoſe them. 


So that inſtead of fix hundred clergymen, which, 


J think, is the uſual computation, we may have, 
in a ſmall compaſs of years, almoſt as many thou- 
ſands to live with decency and comfort, provide 
for their children, be charitable to the poor, and 
maintain hoſpitality. 

But it is very reaſonable to . and heartily to 
5; be wiſhed by all thoſe who have the leaſt regard to 
our holy religion, as hitherto eſtabliſhed, or to a 

learned, pious, diligent, converſable clergyman, or 
even to common humanity, that the honourable 
houſe of commons will, in their great wiſdom, 

Juſtice, and tenderneſs to innocent men, conſider 

| theſe bills in another light. It is ſaid they well 

know this kingdom not to be fo over-ſtocked with 
neighbouring gentry, but a diſcreet learned cler- 
gyman, with a competency fit for one of his edu- 

cation, 


VVV 


on may be an entertaining, a uſeful, and ſome- 
times a neceſſary companion. That, although ſuch 
a clergyman may not be able conſtantly to find beef 
and wine for his own family, yet he may be allowed 
ſometimes to afford both to a neighbour with- 
out diſtreſſing himſelf; and the Kader, becauſe he 
may expect at leaſt as good a return. It will pro- 
bably be conſidered, that in many deſolate parts, 
there may not be always a ſufficient number of per- 


ſons, conſiderable enough to be truſted with com- 


miſſions of the peace, which ſeveral of the clergy 
now ſupply, much better than a little, hedge, con- 
temptible, illiterate vicar from twenty to fifty 
pounds a year, the ſon of a weaver, pedlar, taylor, 
or miller, can be preſumed to do. rok 
Ihe landlords and farmers, by this ſcheme, can 
find no profit, but will certainly be loſers. For 
inſtance, if the large northern livings be ſplit into. 
a dozen pariſhes or more, it will be very neceſſary 0 
for the little threadbare gownman, with his ws 
his proctor, and every child who can craw], 
watch the fields at harveſt time, for fear of __ 
4 ſingle ſheaf, which he could not afford under 
peril of a day's ſtarving : for, according to the 
Scotch proverb, a hungry louſe bites fore. This, 
would of neceſſity, breed an infinite number of 
wrangles and litigious ſuits in the ſpiritual courts , 
and put the wretched paſtor, at perpetual variance 
with his whole pariſh. But, as they have hitherto 
ſtood, a clergyman eſtabliſhed in a competent living, : 
is not under the neceſſity of being ſo ſharp, vigi- 
hut, and exacting. On the contrary, it is well 
84 _ known. 
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known and allowed, that the clergy, round the 


kingdom, think themſelves well treated, if the 
loſe only one fingle third of their legal demands. 
The honourable houſe may perhaps be inclined to 
conceive, that my lords the biſhops enjoy as ample 
a power, both ſpiritual and temporal, as will fully 
ſuffice to anſwer every branch of their office; that 
they want no laws to regulate the conduct of thoſe 
clergymen over whom they preſide that if non- 
reſidence be a grievance, it is the patron's fault, 
who makes not a better choice, or cauſed the plu- 


Be rality. That if the general impartial character of 


perſons choſen into the church, had been more 
regarded, and the motive of party, alliance, kin- 
dred, flatterers, ill udgement, or perſonal favour, 
” regarded leſs, there would be fewer complaints of 


non- reſidence, want of care, blameable behaviour, 


or any other part of miſconduct; not to mention 
ignorance and ſtupidity. 
I could name certain gentlemen of the gown, 
whoſe aukward, ſpruce, prim, ſneering, and itt 
ing countenances, the very tone of their voices, 
and an ungainly ſtrut in their walk, without one 
fingle talent for any one office, have contrived to 
get good preferment, by the mere force of flattery 
and cringing: for which two virtues (the only 
two virtues they pretend to) they were, however, 
utterly unqualified : and whom, if I were in power, 


although they were my nephews, or had married 
my nieces, I could never, in point of good con- 
ſcience or honour, have recommended to a curacy in 


Connaught. 


The 
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The honourable houſe of commons may likewiſe 

chaps conſider, that the gentry of this kingdom, 
differ from all others upon earth, being leſs capa- 
ble of employments in their own country, than any 
others who come from abroad; and that moſt of 
them have little expectation of providin g for their 
younger children, otherwiſe than by the church; 
in which there might be ſome hopes of getting a 
tolerable maintenance. For, after the patrons 
ſhould have ſettled their ſons, their nephews, their 
nieces, their dependents, and their followers invited 
over from the other ſide, there would {till remain 
an overplus of ſmaller church preferments, to be 
given to ſuch clergy of the nation, who ſhall have 
their quantum of whatever merit may be then i in 
faſhion. But by theſe bills, they will be all as 
abſolutely excluded, as if they had paſſed under 
the denomination of tories ; unleſs they can be con- 
| tented at the utmoſt with col. a year; which, by 
the difficulties of collecting tithes in Ireland, and 
the daily increaſing miſeries of the people, will 
hardly riſe to half that ſum. 

It is obſerved, that the divines ſent over hither 
to govern this church, have not ſeemed to conſider 
the difference between both kingdoms, with reſpect 
to the inferior clergy. As to themſelves indeed, 
they find a large revenue in lands let at one quarter 
value, which conſequently muſt be paid while there 
is a penny left among us; and the public diſtreſs ſo 
little affects their 3 that their fines are nor 
higher than ever: they content themſelves to ſup- 
pole, 
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poſe, that whatever a pariſh is faid to be worth 
comes all into the parſon's pocket. . 
The poverty of great numbers among the clergy 
of England, has been the continual complaint of 
all men who wiſh well to the church, and many 
ſchemes have been thought on to redreſs it; yet an 
Engliſh vicar of 4ol. a year, lives much more com. 
fortably than one of double the value in Ireland. 
His farmers, generally ſpeaking, are able and wil. 

ling to pay him his full dues: he has a decent 
church of ancient ſtanding, filled every Lord's day 


with a large congregation of plain people, well clad, 


and behaving themſelves as if they believed in God 
and Chriſt. He has a houſe and barn in repair, a 


| field or two to graze his cows, with a garden and 


| orchard. No gueſt expects more from him than 
pot of ale: he lives like an honeſt plain farmer, a 


his wife is dreſſed but little better than goody, 


He is ſometimes graciouſly invited by the *{quire, 
where he fits at an humble diſtance : if he gets the 
love of his people, they often make him little uſe- 
ful preſents: he is happy by being born to no 


higher expectation ; for he is uſually the ſon of 


ſome ordinary tradeſman, or middling farmer. His 
learning is much of a ſize with his birth and edu- 
cation; no more of either, than what a poor hun- 
gry ſervitor can be expected to bring with him from 

his college. It would be tedious to ſhew the re- 
verſe of all this, in our diſtant poorer pariſhes 
through moſt parts of Ireland, wherein every reader 
may make the compariſon. . 
EM þ 5 | Laſtly, 
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| Laſtly, the honourable houſe of commons may 
conſider, whether the ſcheme of multiplying beg- 


garly clergymen through the whole kingdom, who 
muſt all have votes for chooſing parliament men 


ing entirely under the dependence of their biſhops. 


lions and ſubdiviſions of pariſhes, that my lords 
the biſhops have power to make by their new laws, 


the altar. 


brethren, the difſenters. 
The ſcheme of encouraging 3 to build 


them to beggary. But I knew a very rich man of 
quality in England, who could never be perſuaded 


(provided they can prove their freeholds to be worth 


40s. per annum, ultra repriſas may not, by their 
numbers, have great influence upon elections; be- 


For, by a moderate computation, after all the di- 


there will, as ſoon as the preſent {et of clergy goes 
off, be raiſed an army of eccleſiaſtical militants, 
able enough for _ kind of {ervice except that of = 


Iam indeed in ſome concern 501 5 fund for. | 
building a thouſand or two churches, wherein theſe 
probationers may read their wall lectures; and be- 
zin to doubt they muſt be contented with barns; 
which barns, will be one great advancing ſtep, to- 
wards an accommodation with our true re 


houſes, by dividing a living of 5ool. a year inte 5 
ten parts, is a contrivance, the meaning whereof 

has got on the wrong ſide of my comprehenſion; 
unleſs it may be argued, that biſhops build no 
houſes, becauſe they are ſo rich; and therefore the 
inferior clergy will certainly build, if you reduce 


lo keep a ſervant out of livery ; becauſe ſuch ſer- 
5 vants 


ED before theſe bills paſs both houſes, they ſhould be 


 _ double biſhopricks in Ireland, thoſe biſhopricks 
ſhould be ſplit and given to different perſons; and 


- twenty-two prelates can effectually extend thei: 


their children baſtards : for ſome deſponding people, 
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vants would be expenſive, and apt in time to look 
like gentlemen ; whereas the others were ready to 
ſubmit to the baſeſt offices, and at a cheaper pen- 


nyworth might increaſe his retinue. 
I hear, it is the opinion of many wiſe men, that 


ſent back to England, with the following clauſe 
Inſerted. wy, 
Firſt, that whereas there may be about a "dozen 


| thoſe of a ſingle denomination be alſo divided into 
two, three, or four parts, as occaſion ſhall require; 
otherwiſe there may be a queſtion ſtarted, whether 


paternal care, and unlimited power, for the pro- 

tection and correction of ſo great a number of ſpi- 

ritual ſubjects. But this propoſal will meet with 

5 furious objections, that I ſhall not inſiſt upon 

: for I well remember to have read, what a terri- 

ble fright the frogs were in, upon a report that the 

ſun was going to marry. 

Another clauſe ſhould be, that none of theſ: | 
twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty pounders may be 
ſuffered to marry, under the penalty of immediate 
deprivation; their marriages declared null, and 


take the kingdom to be in no condition of encou- 

raging ſo numerous a breed of beggars. 
A third clauſe will be neceſlary, that thek 
humble gentry, ſhould be abſolutely _ 
| fe 
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fied from giving votes in elections for parliament 
men. | 
Others add a fourth ; Which! is, a clauſe of in⸗ 
dulgence, that theſe a divines may be per- 


mitted to follow any lawful ways of living, which 
will not call them too often or too far from their 


wo Hs ND C02 — 


ſpiritual offices; for, unleſs I miſapprehend, they 
are ſuppoſed to have epiſcopal ordination. For ex- 
ample ; they may be lappers of linen, bailiffs of 
the manor ; they may let blood or apply plaſters 
for three miles round: they may get a diſpenſation T7 


to hold the clerkſhip and ſextonſhip of their own _ 


pariſh in commendam. Their wives and daughters 
may make ſhirts for the neighbourhood ; or, if a 
barrack be near, for the Gldiers + 1n lin countries N 
they may card and ſpin, and keep a few looms in 
the houſe : they may let lodgings, and {ell a pot of 
ale without doors, but not at home unleſs to ſober 
company, and at regular hours. It is by ſome 


| thought a little hard, that in an affair of the laſt 


conſequence to the very being of the clergy in the 
points of liberty and property, as well as in their 
abilities to perform their duty, this whole reverend 
body, who are the eſtabliſhed inſtructors of the na- 
tion in Chriſtianity and moral virtues, and are the 
only perſons concerned, ſhould be the ſole perſons 
not conſulted. Let any ſcholar ſhew the like pre- 
cedent in Chriſtendom, for twelve hundred years 
paſt. An act of parliament for ſettling or ſelling 
an eſtate in a private family, is never paſſed, until 
all parties give conſent. But in the preſent caſe 
the whole body of the clergy 1s, as themſelves ap- 
pre- 


__— 
+ a 
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prehend, determined to utter ruin, without once 
expecting or aſking their opinion; and this by a 
ſcheme contrived only by one part of the convoca. 
tion, while the other part, which has been choſen 
in the uſual forms, wants only the regal permiſſion 
to aſſemble, and conſult about the affairs of the 
church, as their predeceſſors have always done in 
former ages: where it is preſumed, the lower houſe 
Jas s power of propoſing canons, and a negative 
voice, as well as the upper. And God forbid (fay 
theſe objectors) that there ſhould be a real ſeparate 
intereſt between the biſhops and clergy, any more 
than there is between a man and his wife, a king 
and his people, or Chriſt and his church. 


It ſeems there is a proviſion in the bill, that 1 no 


| pariſh ſhall be cut into ſcraps without the conſent | 
of ſeveral perſons, who can be no ſufferers in the 


matter ; but I cannot find that the clergy lay much 


weight on this caution ; becauſe they argue, that 
the very perſons from whom theſe bills took their 


riſe, will have the greateſt ſhare in the deciſion. 
I do not by any means conceive the crying fin 
of the clergy in this kingdom to be that of non- 


_ reſidence. I am ſure, it is many degrees leſs 0 


here than in England, unleſs the poſſeſſion of plu- 


ralities may paſs under that name; and if this bea 
fault, it is well known to whom it muſt be im- 
puted: I believe, upon a fair enquiry (and I herr 
an enquiry is to be made) they will appear to be 
moſt pardonably few ; eſpecially, conſidering ho 


many pariſhes have not an inch of glebe, and how i 


difficult it is * any reaſonable terms to find a 


mp4 
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Jace of "REN ay And theres, God knows . 
whether my lords the biſhops will be ſoon able to 
-onvince the clergy, or thoſe who have any regard 
ſor that venerable body, that the chief motive in 
their lordſhips minds, by procuring theſe bills, 
was, to prevent the fin of non-reſidence ; while the 
univerſal opinion of almoſt every clergyman in 
the kingdom, without diſtinction of party, taking 
in even thoſe who are not . to be — 


ſands directly againſt them. 


thought too large a compaſs of land, which makes 

it inconvenient for the remoteſt inhabitants to 
attend the ſervice of the church, which in ſome 
inſtances may be true, no reaſonable clergyman 


of parliament. 


Thus, for inſtance, the FRET, of Deus * 
country deanry I think without a cathedral, de- 


together in a time when the land lay waſte and 
thinly inhabited, fince thoſe circumſtances are fo 
prodigioufly changed for the better, may properly 
be leſſened, leaving a decent competency to the 
dean, and placing rectories in the remaining 
churches, Which are now] ſerved — * es 
diary curates. | 
The caſe may be probably t the ſane in other 
parts : and ſuch a proceeding, diſcreetly managed, ; 
would be truly for the good of the church. 
For it is to be obſerved, that the dean and 
Chapter lands, which in England were all ſeized 
under 


If ſome livings in the north may is: juſtly BO 


would oppoſe a op remedy by roma; acts 


pending wholly upon a union of pariſhes joined 45 


1 


under the fanatic uſurpation, are things unknowi 
in Ireland, having been long raviſhed from the 
church by a ſucceſſion of confuſions, and tithes 
applied in their ſtead to Pry: that eocleſiaſtici 


a, dignity. 


to reſign up twenty or thirty acres to the mini. 


out leſſening his former rent, and with no great 

| abatement of the fine; and this he did in the 
parts near Dublin, 1 land is at the higheſt 
rates, leaving a ſmall chiefry for the miniſter to 
pay, hardly a ſixth part of the value. I doubt 
not, that almoſt every biſhop in the kingdom 
may do the ſame generous act, with leſs dmg 
to their ſees than his late grace of Dublin; mus 
of whoſe lands were out in fee- farms, or leaſes 
for lives; and I am ſorry that the good example 
of ſuch a prelate has not been followed. 
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be late * archbiſhop. of Dublin had a very 
different way of encouraging the clergy of his 
dioceſe to reſidence : when a leaſe had run out 
ſeven years or more, he ſtipulated with the tenant 


ſter of the pariſh where it lay convenient, with- 


But a great majority of the clergy's friends can- 


not hitherto reconcile themſelves to this project; jecte 
which they call a leveling principle, that mutt in- clay; 


evitably root out the ſeeds of all honeſt emulation, Wil the 


the legal parent of the greateſt virtue and moſt ing 1 


generous actions among men ; but which, in the WY gent! 


general opinion (for I do not pretend to offer 137 WW havir 


own) will never more have room to exert. itſelf in when 


The right reverend Dr. WILIA KING. 
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the breaſt of any clergyman whom this kingdom : 
ſhall produce. 
But, whether the conſequences of theſe bills 
may, by the virtues and frailties of future biſhops, 
ſent over hither to rule the church, terminate in 
good or evil, I ſhall not preſume to determine, 
ince God can work the former out of the latter. 
However, one thing I can venture to aſſert ; that 
from the earlieſt ages of Chriſtianity, to the mi- 
nute J am now writing, there never was a prece- 
dent of ſuch a proceeding ; much leſs was it to be 
feared, hoped, or apprehended, from ſuch hands 
in any Chriſtian country; and ſo it may paſs for 
more than a phœnix; becauſe it has riſen without 
any aſſiſtance from the aſhes of its ſire. 


been charged to the account of their prudence or 


as a mark of triumph and inſult before the victory 
Is complete: fince neither of theſe bills has yet 
paſſed the houſe of commons, and ſome are pleaſed 
w think it not impoſſible that they may be * re- 
jected. Neither do I hear, that there is an enacting 
ckuſe in either of the bills, to apply any part of 
on, the divided or ſub- divided tithes, towards increaſ- 
ing the ſtipends of the ſectaries. So that theſe 
gentlemen ſeem to be gratified like him, who after 
having been kicked down ſtairs, took comfort 
when he ſaw his friend kicked down after him. 


They were rejected! in the houſe of commons by a great majority. 


VLo. IX. eee ed CE, I have 


The appearance of fo many diſſenters at the 
hearing of this cauſe, is what, I am told, has not 


moderation; becauſe that action has been cenſured 
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I have heard many more objections againſt ſeveral 
particulars of both theſe bills ; but they are of ; 
high nature, and carry ſuch dreadful innuendos, 
that I dare not mention them; reſolving to give 
no offence, becauſe I well know how obnoxious 

fault of my own) | to The zeal and 8 of chol, 
who place all difference i in opinion concerning pub- 
lic matters, to the ſcore of diſaffection; whereof 
am at leaſt as innocent as the loudeſt of my de. 
: tractors. 


| Dublin, Feb. 24, = 
5 2731. 2. 


Arko. 


p 
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p KR o r O 8s A L 


FOR AN 
40 oF PARLIAMENT 


To pay of the DEBT of the Nation, with. 
out * 2 Subject: 8 55 


Fy which the Number of landed. PRI : 


and ſubſtantial Farmers will be confi- 
derably increaſed, and nd Perſon will 
be the poorer, or contribute one Farthing 5 


to the ot. 
; 5 Writ itten in the Year 1732. 


H E debts contracted ſome years paſt for 
the ſervice and ſafety of the nation, are 
grown {6 great, that under our preſent diſtreſſed 
condition, by the want of trade, the great remit- 
ances to pay abſentees, regiments ſerving abroad, 
ad many other drains of money well enough 
known and felt, the kin gdom ſeems altogether un- 
able to diſcharge them, by the common methods 
af payment: and either a poll or land tax, would 


The reader 21 perceive the following treatiſe to be altogether . 
ronical. 


. archbiſhops and biſhops of this kingdom, (exclud- 


ing the fines) do amount by a moderate computa- 
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be too odious to think of, eſpecially the latter. 
becauſe the lands, which have been let for the. 
ten or dozen years paſt, were raiſed fo high, that 
| the OWner can at preſent hardly receive any rent at 
all. For it is the uſual practice of an Iriſh tenant 
rather than want land, to offer more for a farm, 
than he knows he can be ever able to pay; and in 
that caſe, he grows deſperate, and pays nothing at 
all. So that a land tax upon a rack d eſtate, would 
e A burden wholly inſupportable. ** 
The queſtion will then be, how theſe national 
debts can be paid ; and how I can make good the 
ſeveral particulars of my propoſal ; which 1 tl 
now lay open to the publick. 
The revenues of their graces and Wait the 


tion to 36, 800l. per ann. I mean the rents which 
the biſhops receive from their tenants. But the 
real value of thoſe lands at a full rent, taking the 
| ſeveral ſees one with another, is reckoned to be at 
leaſt three fourths more; ſo that multiplying 
36,800l. by 4, the full rent of all the biſhops lands 
will amount to 147,200l. per ann. from which 
ſubtracting the preſent rent received by their lord- 
ſhips, that is 36, 80ol. the profits of the lands re- 

ceived by the firſt and ſecond tenants (who both 
have great bargains) will riſe to the ſum of 110,400l. 
per ann. which lands, if they were to be fold at 
twenty-two years purchaſe, would raiſe a ſum of 
2,428,800l. reſerving to the biſhops their preſent 
rents, only excluding fines. _ | 
1 0 
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Of this ſum I propoſe that out of the one half, 
which amounts to 1, 214, 40ol. ſo much be applied, 
s will entirely diſcharge the debts of the nation; 
nd the remainder be laid up in the treaſury, to 
ſupply contingencies, as well as to diſcharge ſome 
of our heavy taxes, until the kingdom ſhall be in a 
better condition. 

But, whereas the badet ſet of biſhops would 
be great loſers by this ſcheme for want of their 
ines; which would be a hard treatment to ſuch 
religious, loyal, and deſerving per ſonages; I have 
herefore ſet apart the other half, to ſupply that 
defect, which it will more than ſufficiently do. 

A biſhop's leaſe for the full term is reckoned to 
te worth eleven years purchaſe ; but if we take the 
biſhops round, I ſuppoſe there may be four years 
of each leaſe elapſed; and many of the biſhops _ 
being well ſtricken in years, I cannot think their lives 
wund to be worth-more than ſeven years purchaſe ; 
ſo that the purchaſers may very well afford fifteen 
jears purchaſe for the reverſion, eſpecially by one 
great additional ene which 1 ſhall | ſoon 
mention. 

This ſum of 2,428, 80ol. muſt likewiſe be ſunk _ 
rery confiderably ; becauſe the lands are to be fold 
only at fifteen years purchaſe, and this leſſens the 
ſum to about 1,656,0001. of which I propoſe 
twelve hundred thouſand pounds to be applied 
partly for the payment of the national debt, and 
partly as a fund for future exigencies; and the re- 
mining 456,0001. I propoſe as a fund for paying 
the preſent ſet of biſhops their fines ; which it will 
＋ 3 abun- 
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abundantly do, and a great part remain a8 an addi. = / 
tion to the public ſtock. nan 
Although the biſhops round do not in reality can 
receive three fines a- piece, which take up 21 years, I 
yet I allow it to be ſo; but then I will ſuppoſe read 
them to take but one year's rent, in recompence of mu! 
giving them ſo large a term of life; and thus mul. fine 
tiplying 36,800 by 3, the product will be only Vac: 
110,400]. ſo that above three fourths will remain ſoo! 

: to be applied to public uſe. ” to 
If I haye made wrong computations, 1 hope to bit 

7 1 excuſed, as a ſtranger to the kingdom; which the 
I never ſaw till I was called to an employment, and die, 
yet where I intend to paſs the reſt of my days; wh 
but I took care to get the beſt informations I could, eac] 
and from the moſt proper perſons ; however, the to | 

_ miſtakes I may have been guilty of will very little af. wh 
fect the main of my propoſal ; although they ſhould def 
cduꝛuſe a difference of one hundred thouſand pounds 4 
more or leſs. | cha 
Theſe fines are only to be paid to the biſhop lan 
during his incumbency in the ſame ſee: if he in! 
change it for a better, the purchaſers of the vacant me 
ſee lands are to come immediately into poſſeſſion of WW pris 
the ſee he has left; and both the biſhop who is een 

; removed, and he who comes into his place, are to to! 
have no more fines; for the removed biſhop wil fen 
find his acccount by. a larger revenue; and the i bar 
other ſee will find candidates enough. For the law- ef 
maxim will here have place: caveat empror; I m 
mean, the perſons who ſucceed, may chooſe whether | 
th S590 accept a or not, lan 


As 
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As to the purchaſers, they will probably be te- 


"ants to the ſee, who are already in poſſeſſion, and 
can afford to give more than any other bidder. 

I vill farther explain myſelf. If a perſon al- 
ready a biſhop. be removed into a richer ſee, he 
muſt be content with the bare revenues without: any 


ines ; and ſo muſt he who comes into a biſhoprick 


vacant by death: and this will bring the matter 
ſoner to bear; which if the crown ſhall think fit 
to countenance, will ſoon change the preſent ſet of 


biſhops ; and conſequently encourage purchaſers 8 


their lands. For example: if a primate ſhould 
die, and the gradation be wiſely made, almoſt the 
whole ſet of biſhops might be changed in a month, 


each to his great advantage, although no fines were 


to be got, and thereby fave a great part of that ſum : 


which I have appropriated towards applying the 
lebcieney of fines; 

TI have valued the biſhops 3 two years pur- 
chaſe above the uſual computed rate, becauſe thoſe 
lands will have a ſanction from the king and council 
in England, and be confirmed by an act of parlia- 
ment here: beſides, it is well known, that higher 
| prices are given every day for worſe lands, at the 
remoteſt diſtances, and at rack-rents, which I take 
to be occaſioned by want of trade : when there are 

tew borrowers, and the little money in private 
bands lying dead, there is no other way to diſpoſe 
of it but in buying of land ; which conſequently 
makes the owners hold it ſo high; 

Beſide paying the nation's Aches. the (ale 1 theſe 
lands, would have many other good effects upon the 

84 nation. 
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nation. It will conſiderably increaſe the number 
of gentry, where the biſhops tenants are not able 
or willing to purchaſe ; for the lands will afford a 
hundred gentlemen a good revenue to each: ſever] 
_ perſons from England, will probably be glad to 
come over hither, and be the buyers, rather than 
— thirty years purchaſe at home, under the 
loads of taxes for the publick and the poor, 23 
well as repairs; by which means much money 
may be brought among us; and probably ſome 
of the purchaſers themſelves may be content 
to live cheap in a worſe country, rather than he 
at the charge of exchange and agencies; and per- 
| haps of non- ſolvencies i in abſence, if they let thei 
lands too high. 
This propoſal will fo multiply farmers, wa 
the purchaſers will have lands in their own power 
to give long and eaſy leaſes to induſtrious hul. 
bandmen. 
I have allowed fre Licks of equal in- 
come, to be of more or leſs value to the purchaſer, 
according as they are circumſtanced. For inſtance, 
the lands of the primacy and ſome other ſees, arc 
let ſo low, that they hardly pay a fifth penny of the 
real value to the biſhop ; ; and there the fines are 


the greater. On the contrary, the ſees of Meath loy 
and Clonfert, conſiſting, as I am told, much of un 
tithes, thoſe tithes are annually let to the tenants be 
without any fines. So the ſee of Dublin is faid to fre 
have many fee-farms, which pay no fines; and ſome Wl tic 
leaſes for lives, which pay very little, and not ſo fe 


foon nor 10 duly. 


1 Cans 
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+ cannot but be confident, that their graces my 
Book the archbiſhops, and my lords the biſhops, 
will heartily join in this propoſal, out of grati- 
tude to his late and preſent majeſty, the beſt of 
kings, who have beſtowed on them ſuch high and 
opulent ſtations ; as well as in pity to this country, 
which is now become their own ; whereby they 
will be inſtrumental towards paying the nation's 
debts without impoveriſhing themſelves ; enrich 
a hundred gentlemen, as well as free them from 
dependency ; and thus remove that envy, which 
jsapt to fall upon their graces and lordſhips from 
conſiderable perſons, whoſe birth and fortunes ra- 
ther qualify them to be lords of manors, than ſer- 
vi e dependents upon churchmen, however ** 5 
or diſtinguiſhed, 5 5 
If I do not flatter myſelf; there could not be 
any law more popular than this. F or, the immediate 
tenants to biſhops, being ſome of them perſons o-: © 
quality and good eſtates, and more of them grown 
up to be gentlemen by the profits of theſe very 
kaſes under a ſucceſſion of biſhops, think it a diſ- 
grace to be ſubje& both to rents and fines at the 
pleaſure of their landlords. Then the bulk of the 


unnatural and iniquitous thing, that biſhops ſhould 
de owners of land at all (wherein I beg to differ 
from them) being a point ſo contrary to the prac- 
tice of the apoſtles, whoſe ſucceſſors they are 
ſeemed 1 to be; and who, although they u were con- 


tenants, eſpecially the diſſenters, who are our true 
loyal proteſtant brethren, look upon it both as an 


tented 1 
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tented that land ſhould be fold for the common uſe | 


rec 

of the brethren, yet would not buy it themſelves, tov 
but had it laid at their feet to be diſtributed to poor pol 
proſelytes. jur 
I will add one word more; that by ſuch a whole. no 
ſome law all the oppreſſions felt by under-tenant; | o 
of church leaſes, which are now laid on the fen 


biſhops, would entirely be prevented, by their 

graces and lordſhips conſenting to have their land; 
ſeold for payment of the nation's debts; reſerving 

only the preſent rent for their Own plentiful and ho. 
nourable ſupport. 

I beg leave to add one particular ; that, when 
heads of a bill (as I find the ſtyle runs in this 
kingdom) ſhall be brought in for forming this 

propoſal into a law, I ſhould humbly offer, that 
there might be a power given to every biſhop, ex. 

cept thoſe who reſide in Dublin, for applying one 
hundred acres of profitable land, that lies neareſ 
his palace, as a demeſne for the convenience of his 

family. 5 

I know very well, that this ſcheme has been 
much talked of for ſome time paſt, and is in the 

5 thoughts of many patriots; neither was it properly 

mine, although I fell readily into it, When it was 
firſt communicated to me. 

Although I am almoſt 's perfect ſtranger i in this 
kingdom, yet ſince I have accepted an employment 
here of ſome conſequence as well as profit, I can- 

not but think myſelf in duty bound to conſult 

the intereſt of people among whom I have been 5 

Well 


I 
S 
. 
- 
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received. And if I can be any way inſtrumental 
towards contributing to reduce this excellent pro- - 
poſal into a law (which being not in the leaſt in- 
jurious to England will, I am confident meet with 


no oppoſition from that ſide) my ſincere endeavours 


jo ſerve this Faure and e will be well 


| rewarded, 


AN 


narrow ſtreets. In this government our famous 


dodur renowned city, where {ab/it invidia I had the 


EXAMINATION] 


OF 


: Certain Abuſes Cirruptions, and Enormi. | 
: dies, in the City of Dublin. 


Written in the Year 1732. 


T Othing 18 beld more emen ede in al 
great cities, eſpecially the metropolis of a 
kingdom, than what the French call the police. 
by which word i is meant the government thereof 
to prevent the many diſorders occaſioned by great 
Ade of people and carriages, eſpecially through 


city of Dublin is faid to be very defective, and uni- 
verſally complained of. Many wholeſome laws 
have been enacted to correct thoſe abuſes, but are 
ill executed; and many more are wanting; which 
1 hope the united wiſdom of the nation, (whereof 
ſo many good effects have already appeared this 
ſeſſion) will ſoon take into their profound conlt- 
deration. 
"1 have been always watchful over the good 
of mine own country, and particularly that of 


honour to draw my firſt breath ; I cannot have a 
minute's eaſe or patience, to forbear enumerating 
ſome of the greateſt enormities, abuſes, and cor- 

rup- 
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mptions, ſpread almoſt through every part of Dub- 
lin; and propoſing ſuch remedies, as 1 hope the 
legiſlature will approve of. 

The narrow compaſs to which I have confined 


myſelf in this paper, will allow me only to touch 
the moſt important defects; and ſuch as I think 
ſem to require the moſt ſpeedy redreſs. _ 

And firſt; perhaps there was never known a 
| wiſer inſtitution, than that of allowing certain per- 
ſons of both ſexes, in large and populous cities, bad 
cry through the ſtreets many neceſſaries of life: it 
would be endleſs to recount the e e e | 
which our city enjoys by this uſeful invention; and 
particularly ſtrangers, forced hither by buſineſs So 


who reſide here but a ſhort time: for theſe, having 1 


uſually but little money, and being wholly igno- 


rant of the town, might at an caly price purchaſe 


a tolerable dinner, if the ſeveral criers would pro- 
nounce the names of the goods they have to {ell in 
any tolerable language. And therefore, until our 
kw-makers ſhall think it proper to interpoſe fo 
far, as to make thoſe traders pronounce their words 
in ſuch terms, that a plain Chriſtian hearer may 
comprehend what is cried, I would adviſe all new 
comers to look out at their garret windows, and 
there ſee, whether the thing that is cried, be tripes 
or flummery, butter-milk or cow-heels. For, as 
things are now managed, how is it poſlible for an 
honeſt countryman juſt arrived to find out what is 
meant, for inſtance, by the following words, with 
which his ears are conſtantly ſtunned twice a-day, 
mugg 5 juggs, and porringers, up in the = 
an 
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and down in the cellar; I ſay, bow is it poſſible I 
for any ſtranger to underſtand, that this jargon i; 
meant as an invitation to buy a farthing's- worth of 
milk for his breakfaſt or ſupper, unleſs his cu- 
rioſity draws him to the window, or until his 


landlady ſhall inform him? I produce this only 


as one inſtance, among a hundred much Worſe; 


1 mean, where the words make a ſound wholly 
inarticulate, which give ſo much diſturbance, and 


ſo little information. 


The affirmation ſolemnly made in the cry of bu 
rings, is directly againſt all truth and probability; 
a herrings alive, alive here; the very proverb wil 
convince us of this; for what 3 is more fr equent in 
ordinary ſpeech, than to ſay of ſome neighbour for 
whom the paſſing- bell rings, that he is dead 2s 9 
herring ? And pray how is is poſſible, that a her- 
ring, which, as philoſophers obſerve, cannot live 
longer than one minute three ſeconds ahd a half 

| out of water, ſhould bear a voyage in open boats 
from Howth to Dublin, be toſſed into twenty 
hands, and preſerve its life in fieves for ſeveral 
hours? nay, we have witneſſes ready to product, 
that many thouſands of theſe herrings, fo impu- 
dently aſſerted to be alive, have been a day and 4 


5 night upon dry land. But this is not the worſt. 


What can we think of thoſe i impious wretches who 
dare in the face of the ſun, vouch the very ſame 
_ affirmative of their ſalmon, and cry ſalmon alive, 
alive; whereas, if you call the woman who cries 
it, ſhe is not aſhamed to turn back her mantle, 


and ſhew you this individual ſalmon, cut into 4 
mY dozen 


CERTAIN ABUSES, &. 287 
dozen pieces ? I have given good advice to theſe 
infamous diſgracers of their ths and calling, with- 
out the leaſt appearance of remorſe, and fully 
againſt the conviction of their own conſciences ; 
have mentioned this grievance to ſeveral of our 
pariſh. miniſters, but all in vain; fo that it muſt 
continue, until the government ſhall think mit to 
interpoſe. 
There is another cry, which: from the ſtricteſt : 
obſeryation I can make, appears to be very mo- 
tern, and it is that of * ſweet hearts; and is plainly ä 
intended for a reflection upon the 8 ſex; as if 
there were at preſent ſo great a dearth of low; 
that the women, inſtead of receiving preſents from 

men, were now forced to offer money to purchaſe 5 
ſweet hearts. Neither am I ſure, that this cry I 
does not glance at ſome diſaffection againſt the 

government ; inſinuating, that while ſo many of 
cur troops are engaged in foreign ſervice, and fuch 
a great number of our gallant officers conſtantly 
rlide in England, the ladies are forced to take up 
with parſons and attornies : but this is a moſt un- 
jſt reflection, as may ſoon be proved by any perſon 
ho frequents the caſtle, our public walks, our 
bills and aſſemblies; where the crowds of + toupees 
vere never known to ſwarm as they do at preſent. 
There is a cry peculiar to this city, which I 

do not remember to have been uſed in London; 

or at leaſt not in the ſame terms that it has been 


A ſort of 8 in the ſhape of hearts. 
A new name for a modern periwig with a long black tail, and 


br its owner; now in faſhion, Dec, 1, 1733. 
practiſed 


8 verians out of employments: to effect which, they 


the kingdom could never be cleanſed, until we 


ce miraculouſly preſerved, by juſt an inch, from po- 
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practiſed by both parties during each of the! 
power, but very unjuſtly by the tories. While 
theſe were at the helm, they grew daily more and 
more impatient to put all true whigs and Hano. 


hired certain ordinary fellows, with large baſkets 
on their ſhoulders, to call aloud at every hou, 
Dirt to carry out; giving that denomination to 


our whole party; ad if they would ſignify, that 


were ſwept from the earth like rubbiſh. But, 
fince that happy turn of times, when we were jb 


pery, ſlavery, maſſacre, and the pretender, I muſt 

own it is prudence in us ſtill to go on with the 

fame cry; which has ever ſince been fo effectualy 
| obſerved, that the true political « dirt is wholly re- 
moved, and thrown on its proper dunghills, th 

to corrupt and be no more heard of. 

But to proceed to other enormities : every per- 
ſon who walks the ſtreets, muſt needs obſerve an 
immenſe number of human excrements, at the 
doors and ſteps of waſte houſes, and at the fides 
of every dead wall; for which the diſaffected party 
has aſſigned a very falſe and malicious cauſe: they 
would have it, that theſe heaps were laid there 
privately by Britiſh fundaments, to make the world 
believe that our Iriſh vulgar do daily eat and drink; 
and conſequently that the clamour of poverty among 
us, muſt be falſe, proceeding only from jacobits 
and papiſts. They would confirm this, by pr 
_ tending to obſerve, that a Britiſh anus, being moſe 
narrow 
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mrcowly perforated than one of our own country, 
| and many of theſe excrements, upon a ſtrict view, 
| appearing copple crowned, with a point like a cone 
or pyramid, are eafily diſtinguiſhed from the Hi- 
bernian, which lie much flatter, and with leſs 


continuity. I communicated this conjecture to 
| an eminent phyſician, who is well verſed in ſuch 
; profound {ſpeculations ; and at my requeſt, was 
t pleaſed to make trial with each of his fingers, by 
0 thruſting them into the anus of ſeveral perſons of 


, both nations, and profeſſed he could find no ſuch 
10 liference between them, as thoſe ill- diſpoſed 
0. people alledge. On the contrary, he aſſured me, 
that much the greater number of narrow cavities, 
were of Hibernian origin. This I only mention, 
to ſhew how ready the jacobites are, to lay hold of 
any handle, to expreſs their malice againſt the g0— 
rermment. I had almoſt forgot to add, that my 
friend the ohyſician, could, by ſmelling each finger, 
lſtinguiſh the Hibernian excrement from the Bri- 
tin, and was not above twice miſtaken, in a 
hundred experiments; upon which he intends 
rery ſoon to publiſh a learned diſſertation. | 

There is a diverſion in this city, which uſually 


ers 


er- 
> an 

the 
des 


arty 
they begins among the butchers, but is often continued 
here WW by a ſucceſſion of other people, through many 


vorld 


ſtreets; it is called the COSSING of a dog : 


rink; ad 1 may juſtly number it among our corruptions. 
nong The ceremony is thus: a ſtrange dog happens to 
bites A bas through a fleſh-market ; whereupon an expert 


butcher immediately cries in a loud voice, and the 
proper tone, coſs, coſs, ſeveral times. The fame 
Vol. IX. U word 


ple- 


mole 
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word is repeated by the people. The dog, wi, Bll if 
perfectly underſtands the terms of art, and conſe. WW but 
_ quently the danger he is in, immediately flies, Wi oth 
The people, and even his own brother animal; tha 
purſue : the purſuit and cry attend him perhay 9 
half a mile; he is well worried in his flight, and bon 
ſometimes hardly eſcapes. This our ill-wiſher, WM my: 
of the jacobite kind are pleaſed to call a perſccy. WW furc 
tion ; 4 affirm, that it always falls upon dogs nun 
of the tory principle. But we can well defend cha 
__ _ ourſelves, by juſtly alledging, that when they were the 
iN uppermoſt, they treated our dogs Full as inha- I 
manly. As to my own part, who have in for- dir 
mer times often attended theſe proceſſions, although mer 
I can very well diſtinguiſh between a whig and {cul 
| tory dog, yet I never carried my reſentment very big 
far from a party principle, except it were againſt nd 
certain malicious dogs, who moſt diſcovered their the 
enmity againſt us in the worſt of times. And ig 
remember too well, that in the wicked miniſtry Hl 
the earl of Oxford, a large maſtiff of our party, iſ the 
being unmercifully coſſed, ran without thinking this 
between my legs, as L was coming up F :ſhamble of 1 
ſtreet; and, as I am of low ſtature, with very MW nay 
ſhort legs, bore me riding backwards down the boys 
hill for above two hundred yards: and although nd 
made uſe of his tail for a bridle, holding it fat 
with both my hands, and clung my legs as cloſe v tue 
his fides as I could; yet we both came down te- ty 
gether into the middle of the kennel ; where alt] I! 
rowling three or four times over each other, I gun 
up with much ado, amid the ſhouts and huzz 


of 


bf a thouſand malicious jacobites. I cannot indeed 
but gratefully acknowledge, that for this and many 
other ſervices and ſufferings, I have been fince more 


than over-paid. 


change their principles, and are now juſtly eſteemed 
the beſt worriers of their former friends. 


. chimney- ſweepers boys, where members of parlia- 


nent chiefly lodge, are hired by our enemies to 
nd ſculk in the tops of chimnies, with their heads no 
licher than will juſt permit them to look round ; 
and at the uſual hours when members are going 10 


the houſe, if they ſee a coach ſtand near the lodg- 
ng of any loyal member, they call coach, coach, 
3 loud as they can baw], juſt at the inſtant when 


this is chiefly done on thoſe days, when any point 


not without an eye towards the pretender. 

[ have not obſerved the wit and fancy of this 
lown ſo much employed 1 in any one article, as that 
« contriving variety of ſigns, to hang over houfes 
Ig: where 
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This adventure may perhaps have put me out of 
love with the diverſion of coſſing, which I confeſs 
myſelf an enemy to, unleſs we could always be 
ſure of diſtinguiſhing tory dogs; whereof great 
numbers have ſince been fo prudent, as entirely to 


Jam affured, and partly know, that all the 


the footman begins to give the ſame call. And 


of importance is to be debated. This practice 
may be of very dangerous conſequence; for theſe 
boys are all hired by enemies to the government: 
ad thus by the abſence of a few members for a 
{ew minutes, a queſtion may be carried againſt the 


tue intereſt of the kingdom, and very prLovuny 
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where punch is to be ſold. The bowl is repreſcntel 


full of punch ; the ladle ſtands erect in the middle 
ſupported ſometimes by one, and ſometimes by tuo 

animals, whoſe feet reſt upon the edge of the bowl, 
Theſe animals are ſometimes one black lion, ang 
ſometimes a couple ; ſometimes a ſingle eagle, and 
ſometimes a ſpread one; and we often meet z 

crow, a ſwan, a bear, or a cock, in the fame 
poſture. 

Now, I cannot find how any of theſe animal, 
either ſeparate or in conjunction, are, properly 
ſpeaking, fit emblems or embelliſhments to advance 
the fale of punch. Beſides, it is agreed among 
: naturaliſts, that no brute can endure the taſte d 


-*-:.- 2rrONg- liquor, except where he has been uſed to it 


from his infancy : and conſequently it is againſt all 
the rules of hieroglyph, to aſſign thoſe animals a 
patrons or protectors of punch. For, in that caſe, we 
ought to ſuppoſe that the hoſt keeps always ready 
the real bird or beaſt, whereof the picture hang 
_ over his door, to entertain his gueſts ; which how. 


ever to my knowledge is not true in fact; not one 


of thoſe birds being a proper companion for 1 
Chriſtian, as to aiding and aſſiſting in making the 


1 8 punch. For, as they are drawn upon the "fm 


they are much more likely to mute, or ſhed their 
Then as to the bear, he 
is too terrible, aukward, and ſlovenly a companion 
to converſe with; neither are any of them all handy 
enough to fall TILE to the company : I do therefore 
vehemently ſuſpect a plot intended againſt the g0- 
For, although the 

ſpread- 


feathers i into the liquor. 


_vernment by theſe devices. 
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pread-eagle be the arms of Germany, upon which 
xccount it may poſſibly be a lawful proteſtant lign, 

yet I, who am very ſuſpicious of fair outſides, in 
z matter which ſo nearly concerns our welfare, can- 
not but call to mind, that the pretender's wife is 
aid to be of German birth; and that many Popiſh 

princes, in ſo vaſt an extent of land, are reported 
to excel both at making and drinking punch: be- 
des, it is plain that the ſpread-eagle exhibits to us 
the perfect figure of a croſs, which is a badge of 


popery. Then as to the cock, he is well known 


to repreſent the F renell nation, our old and dan. 
rerous enemy. The ſwan, who muſt of neceſſity | 

cover the entire bowl with his wings, can be no 

other than the Spaniard, who endeavours to engroſs 
al the treaſures of the Indies to himſelf. The lion 
b indeed the common emblem of royal power, as 

well as the arms of England; but to paint him 

black is perfect jacobitiſm, and a manifeſt type of 
thoſe who blacken the actions of the beſt princes. 

It is not ealy to diſtinguiſh, whether that other fow] 
painted over the punch-bowl, be a crow or a raven. 
lt is true they have both been ominous birds: but 
rather take it to be the former; becauſe it is the 
biſpoſition of a crow to pick out the eyes of other 
creatures, and often even of Chriſtians, after they 
we dead; and is therefore drawn here with a deſign 
to put the jacobites in mind of their old practice, 
firſt to lull us aſleep (which is an emblem of death) 
and then to blind our eyes, that we may not ſee their 
Gangerous practices againſt the ſtate, 


—Y To 
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To ſpeak my private opinion; the leaſt offenſire | 
picture in the whole ſet ſeems to be the bear ; he. 
cauſe he repreſents urſa major, or the great bow 
who preſides over the north, where the Reforma. 
tion firſt began; and which, next to Britain (in- 
cluding Scotland and the north of Ireland) is the 
great protector of the true proteſtant religion. But 


however, in thoſe ſigns where I obſerve the bear tg 


he chained, T cannot help ſurmiſing a jacobite con- 
trivance; by which theſe traitors hint an earneſt 
deſire of uſing all true whigs, as their predeceſſor 
did the primitive Chriſtians : I mean, to repreſent 
us as bears, and then halloo their tory- -dogs to bait 
us to death. 
Tus T have given a fair account of wine I dif 
: like i in all the ſigns ſet over thoſe houſes that invite 
us to punch. Town it was a matter that did not 
need explaining, being ſo very obvious to common 
underſtanding ; yet I know not how it happens, 
but methinks there ſeems a fatal blindneſs to over- 
ſpread our corporeal eyes, as well as our intellectual; 
and I heartily wiſh I may be found a falſe prophet; 
for theſe are not bare ſuſpicions, but manifeſt de- 
monſtrations. 
Therefore, away with theſe b jacobitiſh, 
and idolatrous gew-gaws. And I heartily wiſh a 
law were enacted under ſevere penalties againſt 
drinking punch at. all; for nothing is eaſier than 
to prove it a diſſaffected liquor: the chief ingre- 
dients, which are brandy, oranges, and lemons, 
are all ſent vs from popiſh countries; and nothing 
remains of proteſtant growth, but 12 and water. 


For 


"CERTAIN ABUSES, G. 295 


For as to biſcuit, which formerly was held a ne- 
eſſary ingredient, and is . Britiſh, we find it 
entirely rejected. 
But I will put the truth of my aſſertion paſt 41 


Joubt : I mean, that this liquor is by one impor- 
tant innovation grown of ill example, and dan 


gerous conſequence to the publick. It is well 
known, that by the true original inſtitution of 
making punch left us by Captain Ratcliff, the 
ſharpneſs is only occaſioned by the juice of lemons, 
and ſo continued until after the happy revolution. 
Oranges, alas! are a mere innovation, and in a 
manner but of yeſterday. It was the politicks of 
acobites to introduce them gradually; and to what 
intent ? the thing ſpeaks itſelf. It was cunningly 
to ſhew their virulence againſt. his ſacred majeſty 
king William of ever Sirus and immortal me- 
mory. But of late (to "hem how faſt diſloyalty in- 
; creaſes) they came from one to two, and then to 
three oranges ; nay at preſent we often find punch 
made all with oranges, and not one fingle lemon. 
For the jacobites, before the death of that immor- 
tal prince, had by a ſuperſtition formed a private 
prayer, that as they ſqueezed the orange, fo might 
that proteſtant king be ſqueezed to death ; accord- 
ing to the known ſorcery deſcribed by Vir gil, 


Limus ut hic dureſcit, ef Fe ut cera Iiueſeit, etCs 


And thus the Romans, when they ſacrificed an ox, 
uſed this kind of prayer; * As I knock down this 
ox, ſo may ſt thou, O Jupiter! knock down our 
U 4. „ ene 
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& enemies. 
death, . a jacobite ſqueezed an orange, he 


had a mental curſe upon the glorious memory, and 
a hearty wiſh for power to ſqueeze all his majeſty 


friends to death as he ſqueezed that orange, which 


| bore one of his titles, as he was prince of Orange, 

This I do affirm for truth, many of that fa&ign 

having confeſſed it to me under an oath of ſecrecy, 

_ which however I thought it my duty not to keey 
when I ſaw my dear country in danger. But wha; 
better can be expected from an impious ſet of men 
Who never ſcruple to drink CONFUSION to all true 

proteſtants under the name of whigs? A moſt un. 

chriſtian and inhuman practice ; which to our great 
honour and comfort was never charged upon us, 
even by our moſt malicious detractors. 


The fign of two angels hovering i in the air, and 


with their right hands ſupporting a crown, is met 


with in ſeveral parts of this city, and has often given 
me great offence : for, whether by the unſkilfulneſs 

or dangerous principles of the painters (although! 
have good reaſons to ſuſpect the latter) thoſe angels 

are aſually drawn with ſuch horrid, or indeed rather 

diabolical countenances, that they give great offence 

to every loyal eye, and equal cauſe of triumph to 

the jacobite, being a moſt infamous reflection upon 
our able and excellent miniſtry. 

Inc return to that great enormity of city cries; 
moſt of which we have borrowed from London. 1 

ſhall conſider them only in a political view, as they 
nearly affect the peace and ſafety of both kingdoms; 

and having been — contrived by _ 
Ma- 


V 


In like manner, after king Williams | 
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Machiavels to bring in popery, lavery, and arbi- 
trary power, by defeating the proteſtant ſucceſſion 


here laid open to the world. 
About two or three months after the happy 1 re- 
rolution, all perſons who poſſeſſed any employment 
or office in church or ſtate, were obliged by an act 
of parliament to take the oaths to king William 
and queen Mary: and a great number of diſaffected 
perſons refuſing to take the ſaid oaths, from a pre- 
tended ſcruple of conſcience, but really from a 
ſpirit of popery and rebellion, they contrived a 
plot to make the ſwearing to thoſe princes odious 

in the eyes of the people. To this end, they hired | 
certain women of ill fame, but loud ſhrill voices, 
under pretence of ſelling fiſh, to go through the 
ſireets with ſieves on their heads, and cry buy my 
ful, buy my foul ; plainly infinuating, that all 
thoſe who ſwore to king William were Juſt ready 
to ſell their ſouls for an employment. This cry 
vas revived at the death of queen Anne, and, I 
hear, ſtill continues in London with much offence 
to all true proteſtants ; but to our great happineſs 
kems to be almoſt dropt in Dublin. 
But becauſe 1 altogether contemn the diſpleaſure | 
and reſentment of high- flyers, tories, and jacobites, 
whom I look upon to be worſe even than profeſs'd_ 
papiſts, I do here declare, that thoſe evils which 
lam going to mention, were all brought in upon 
us in the worſt of times under the late earl of Ox- 
ford's adminiſtration, during the four laſt years of 
queen Anne's reign. T hat wicked miniſter was 
uni- | 


and introducing the pretender, — in alter to be 1 
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_ univerſally known to be a papiſt in his heart. * H 
was of a moſt avaritious nature, and is faid to have 
died worth four millions {ter}. beſide his vaſt ex. 
| pence in building, ſtatues, plate, jewels, and cther 
coſtly rarities. He was of a mean obſcure birth, 
from the very dregs of the people; and fo illiterate 
that he could hardly read a paper at the courc] 
table. I forbear to touch on his open, profane, 
profligate life; becauſe I defire not to rake into the 
aſhes of the dead: and therefore I ſhall obſerve 
this wiſe maxim; de mortuis nil niſi bonum. 
This flagitious man, in order to compaſs his 
black deſigns, employed certain wicked inſtruments 
| (which great ſtateſmen are never without) to adapt 
ſeveral London cries in ſuch a manner as would beſt 
| anſwer his ends. And whereas it was upon good 
grounds grieyouſly ſuſpected, that all places at court 
were fold to the higheſt bidder ; certain women 
were employed by his emiſſaries to carry fiſh in baſ- 
kets on their heads, and bawl through the ſtreets, 
buy my freſh places. I muſt indeed own that other 
women uſed the ſame cry, who were innocent of 
this wicked deſign, and really ſold fiſh of that de- 
nomination to get an honeſt livelihood ; but the 
| reſt, who were in the ſecret, although they carried 
fiſh in their fieves or baſkets to ſave appearances, 
yet they had likewiſe a certain ſign, ſomewhat re- 
ſembling that of the free-maſons, which the pul- 
_ Chaſers of places knew well enough, and were di- 
rected by the women whither they were to reſort and 
make their purchaſe, And I remember very well 
* The anthor's meaning 1s juſt contrary to the literal ſenſe in the 
charaGer of Lord Oxford. WE 


how 
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how oddly it looked, when we obſerved many gen- 
lemen finely dreſt about the court-end of the town, 
nd as far as York-buildings where the lord-trea- 
rrer Oxford dwelt, calling the women who cried 
buy my freſh places, and talking to them in 
the corner of a ſtreet until they under dae each 
other's fign. But we never could obſerve that any 
5 was bought. oY 
Some years. before the cries laſt mentioned, the 
duke of Savoy was reported to have made certain 
oertures to the court of England, for admitting 
his eldeſt ſon by the ducheſs of Orleans's daughter 
to ſucceed to the crown, as next heir, upon the pre- 
tender's being rejected; and that ſon was imme- 
dntely to turn proteſtant. It was confidently re- 
ported, that great numbers of people diſaffected to 
the then illuſtrious, but now royal houſe of Ha- 
noyer, were in thoſe meaſures. Whereupon another 
kt of women were hired by the jacobite leaders to 
ny through the whole town, buy my Savoys, 
lanty Savoys, curious Savoys, But I cannot di- 
reftly charge the late ear} of Oxford with this 
conſpiracy, becauſe he was not then chief miniſter. 
However, this wicked cry {till continues in Lon- 
don, and was brought over hither, where it remains 
to this day; and is in my humble opinion a very 
offenſive ſound to every true proteſtant, who is old 
enough to remember thoſe dangerous times. 
During the miniſtry of that corrupt and jacobite 
earl above-mentioned, the ſecret pernicious deſign 
of thoſe in power, was, to ſell Flanders to France: 
the conſequence of which mult have been the in- 
Allible ruin of the States-general, and would have 
opened 


TY Uh 
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opened the way for France to obtain that univerſil 


monarchy they have ſo long aimed at; to which || 


the Britiſh dominions mult, next after Holland, 
have been compelled to ſubmit, whereby the pro- 

teſtant religion would be rooted out of the world. 
A deſign of this vaſt importance, after long con. 


ſultation among the jacobite grandees with the earl 


of Oxford at their head, was at laſt determined to 
be carried on by the ſame method with the former: 

it was therefore again put in practice ; but the con- 
duct of it was chiefly left to choſen men, whoſe 
voices were louder and ſtronger than thoſe of the 
other ſex ; and upon this occaſion was firſt inſtituted 
in London that famous cry of FLOUNDERS. But 
the criers were particularly directed to pronounce 
the word Flaunders, and not flounders. For, the 
country which we now by corruption call Flan- 


deers, is in its true orthography ſpelt Flaunders, « 


may be obvious to all who read old Engliſh books, 
I fay, from hence began that thundering cry, which 
has ever fince ſtunned the ears of all London, made 
ſo many children fall into fits, and women mi- 
carry; come buy my freſh flaunders, curious flaun- 
ders, charming flaunders, alive, alive, ho ; which 
laſt words can, with no propriety of ſpeech, be 
applied to fiſh manifeſtly dead (as I obſerved before 
in herrings and ſalmon) but very juſtly to ten pro- 
vinces containing many millions of living Chriſ- 


tians. But the application is ſtill cloſer, when we 


conſider that all the people were to be taken like 
fiſhes in a net; and by aſſiſtance of the pope, - who 

ſets up to be the univerſal Aſker of men, the whole 
1 inno- 


— 
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nnocent nation Was, according to our common ex- 
preſſion, to be laid as flat as a flounder. 


being mentioned upon that account in a comedy. 


though I were not in thoſe days fo fully apprized of 


rible the conſequences might have been, not only 


| to theſe two kingdoms, but over all Europe, by 
fling Flanders to France. And yet theſe cries 
| continue unpuniſhed both in London and Dublin , 
although, I confeſs, not with equal vehemency 
or loudneſs; becauſe the reaſon for contriving 
this deſperate plot, is, to our great felicity, wholly 


ceaſed, 


I remember, myſelf, a particular crier of floun- 
gers in London, who arrived at ſo much fame for 
| the loudneſs of his voice, as to have the honour of 


He has diſturbed me many a morning before he 
came within fifty doors of my lodging: and al- 


the deſigns which our common enemy had then in 
| apitation, yet, I know not how, by a ſecret im- 
pulſe, young as J was, I could not forbear con- 
ceiving a ſtrong diſlike againſt the fellow ; and often 
faid to myſelf, 'This cry ſeems to be forged 3 in the 
jeſuits ſchool : alas poor England! Iam grievouſly 
miſtaken if there be not ſome popiſi plot at the 
bottom. I communicated my thoughts to an in- 
| timate friend, who reproached me with being too 
viſionary in my ſpeculations ; but it proved after- 
wards that J conjectured right. And I have ſince 
reflected, that if the wicked faction could have 
procured only a thouſand men of as ſtrong lungs _ 
as the fellow I mentioned, none can tell how ter- 
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It is well known, that the majority of the Bi- pon 

tiſh houſe of commons in the laſt years of queer ener 
Anne's reign, were in their hearts directly op- thei 
poſite to the earl of Oxford's pernicious me. it b 

| ſures ; which put him under the neceſſity of brib. refl 
ing them with ſalaries. Whereupon he had again WW wor 
recourſe to his old politicks. And accordingly his this 
emiſſaries were very buſy in employing certain art. cry. 
ful women, of no good life and converſation (as i ups, 
was proved before juſtice * Peyton) to cry that time 
vegetable commonly called ſellery through the 5 
town. Theſe women differed from the common 7 
criers of that herb by ſome private mark, which! 4 
could never learn; but the matter was notorions = 
enough, and ſufficiently talked of; and about the RK 
| fame period was the cry of ſellery brought over that 
into this kingdom. But ſince there is not at this me 
_ preſent the leaſt occaſion to ſuſpe& the loyalty of nde 
our criers upon that article, I am content that it regu 
may ſtill be tolerated.  _ OP pret 

I ſhall mention but one cry more, which has Dot 
any reference to politicks; but is indeed, of all of d 

_ . others, the moſt inſolent, as well as treaſonable, Were 
under our preſent happy eſtabliſhment, I mean tO 
that of turnups; not of turnips according to the who 
beſt orthography, but abſolutely turnups. Al- well 

| though the cry be of an older date than ſome of as V1 
the preceding enormities, for it began ſoon after cou] 
the Revolution ; yet was it never known to arrive mn 

at ſo great a height, as during the earl of Oxford's E 

I e 1 5 

* A famous whig juſtice in thoſe times. mon 


power. 
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power. Some people (whom I take to be private 


enemies) are indeed as ready as myſelf to profeſs 


their di ſapprobation of this cry, on pretence that 
it began by the contrivance of certain old procu- 


refles, who kept houſes of ill fame, where lewd 
women met to draw young men into vice. And 
this they pretend to prove by ſome words in the 
cry; becauſe, after the crier had bawled out, turn- 
ups, ho, buy my dainty turnups, he would ſome- 

times * wa two followin 8 verſes, 


Turn up the 2 28 as turn ” the maid,” 
And turn up the daughter, and be not afraid. 


This, fay foink political ſophiſts, plainly ſhews, N 
that there can be nothing farther meant in ſo infa- 
mous a cry, than an invitation to lewdnefs ; which 

indeed ought to be ſeverely puniſhed in all well 7 
regulated governments; yet cannot be fairly inter- 

preted as a crime of ſtate. But, I hope, we are 
not ſo weak and blind to be deluded at this time 

of day with ſuch poor evaſions. I could, if it 

were proper, demonſtrate the very time when thoſe 
two verſes were compoſed, and name the author, 
who was no other than the famous Mr. Swan, ſo 
well known for his talent at quibbling, and was 
as virulent a Jacobite as any in England. Neither 
could he deny the fact, when he was taxed for it 
in my preſence by Sir Henry Dutton Colt, and 
Colonel Davenport, at the Smyrna coffee-houſe, on 
the roth of June 1701. Thus it appears to a de- 
monſtration, that thoſe verſes were only a blind 
| 10 
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to conceal the moſt dangerous deſigns of the party; 
who, from the firſt years after the happy Revolu. 
tion, uſed a cant way of talking in their clubs, 
after this manner: we hope to ſee the cards mhuffleg 
once more, and another king TURN UP trump: 
and, when ſhall we meet over a diſh of TuRN UPS) 
The ſame term of art was uſed in their plots again 
the government, and in their treaſonable letter; 
written in cyphers, and decyphered by the famous 
Dr. Willes, as you may read in the trials of tho 
times. This 1 thought fit to ſet forth at large, 
and in ſo clear a light, becauſe the Scotch and 
French authors have given a very different account 
of the word TURN; but whether out of igno- 
rance or partiality I ſhall not decree ; becauſe 1 
am ſure the reader is convinced by my diſcovery, 
It is to be obſerved, that this cry was ſung 1 in a 
8 particular manner by fellows in diſguiſe, to give no- 
_ tice where thoſe traitors were to meet, in order to 
concert their villainous deſigns. 
Is have no more to add upon this article, than an 
humble propoſal, that thoſe who cry this root at 
preſent in our ſtreets of Dublin may be compelled 
by the juſtices of the peace to pronounce turnip, 
and not turnup; for, I am afraid, we have ſtil 
too many ſnakes in our boſom, and it would be 
well if their cellars were ſometimes ſearched, when 
the owners leaſt expect it; for I am not out of fear, 
that latet anguis in herba. 
Thus we are zealous in matters of finall mo 
ment, while we negle& thoſe of the higheſt * 
portance. I have ready 1 made it manifeſt, that al 
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theſe cries were contrived in the worſt of times, 
* 


under the miniſtry of that deſpera 

te ſtat 
bert late earl of Oxford; and Ys 2 
ought to be rejected with horror, as begun in the 


reign of jacobites, and may well be numb 
mong the rags of popery and treaſon ; 5 m 5 ; 


thought proper that theſe cries muſt 

continue, fi 
they "ought to be only truſted in the gd 
true proteſtants, who have given to the 


— 
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A 
MODEST 


PROPOSAL 


FOR 


Preventing. the children of poor people in | 
Ireland from being a burden to thei 
parents Or C02 mtry, "ind for making thetn 


beneficial 70 the 5 


I 'T is a melancholy object to thoſe, who walk 
through this great town, or travel in the 
8087 when they ſee the ſtreets, the roads and 
cabbin- doors crowded with beggars of the female 
ſex, followed by three, four, or ſix children, al 
in rags, and importuning every paſſenger for an 
alms. Theſe mothers, inſtead of being able to 
work for their honeſt livelihood, are forced to 
employ all their time in ſtroling to beg ſuſtenance 
for their helpleſs infants ; who, as they grow up, 
either turn thieves, for want of work, or leave 
their dear native country to fight for the pretender 
in Spain, or ſell themſelves to the Barbadoes. 
I think it is agreed by all parties, that this pro 
: digious number of children in the arms, or 0 
the backs, or at the heels of their mothers, and} 
frequently of their fathers, is, in the preſent de- 
_ Plorable ſtate of the Kingdom, a very great _ 
tion 
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tional grievance ; and therefore whoever could 
and out a fair, cheap and eaſy method of making 
theſe children ſound and uſeful members of the 
-ommon-wealth, would deſerve ſo well of the 
publick, as to have his ſtatue ſet up for a pre- 
ſeryer of the nation. 5 „ 

But my intention is very far from being confined 
to provide only for the children of profeſſed beg- 
gars: it is of a much greater extent, and ſhall take 
in the whole number of infants at a certain age, 
who are born of parents in effect as little able to 
ſupport them, as thoſe who demand our charity in 
the ſtreets. _ 5 5 5 „%% 
| As to my own part, having turned my thoughts 
for many years upon this important ſubje&, and 
maturely weighed the ſeveral ſchemes of our pro- 
jectors, I have always found them groſiy miſtaken 
in their computation. It is true, a child juſt 
dropt from its dam may be ſupported by her milk 


= for a ſolar year, with little other nouriſhment : at 
oi not not above the value of two ſhillings, which 
(0 the mother may certainly get, or the value in ſcraps, 
ner dy her lawful occupation of begging; and it is 
up, xatly at one year old that I propoſe to provide 
bor them in ſuch a manner, as inſtead of being a 
der Charge upon their parents, or the pariſh, or want- 
E Iing food and raiment for the reſt of their lives, 
* 7 ſhall, on the contrary, contribute to the 
I eeding, and partly to the cloathing of many 
3 thouſands. 1 
Uk There is likewiſe another great advantage in my 


heme, that it will preveat thoſe voluntary abor- 
| © + tions, 
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tions, and that horrid practice of women murder. | 
ing their baſtard children, alas! too frequent 
among us, ſacrificing the poor innocent babes, | 
doubt more to avoid the EXPENCE than the ſhame, 
which would move tears and pity in the moſt ſavage 
and inhuman breaſt, 
Ihe number of ſouls in this . being 
uſually reckoned one million and a half, of theſe 
I calculate there may be about two hundred thou- 
ſand couple, whoſe wives are breeders; from 
which number I ſubtract thirty thouſand couple 
who are able to maintain their own children, (al- 
though 1 apprehend there cannot be fo many under 
the preſent diſtreſſes of the kingdom) but this be- 
ing granted, there will remain a hundred and 
ſeventy thouſand breeders. I again ſubtract fifty 
| thouſand for thoſe women, who miſcarry, or 
whoſe children die by accident or diſeaſe within 
the year. There only remain a hundred and 
twenty thouſand children of poor parents annually 
born. The queſtion therefore is, How this num- 
ber ſhall be reared and provided for? which, as I 
have already faid, under the preſent ſituation of 
affairs is utterly. impoſſible by all the methods 
| hitherto propoſed. For we can neither employ 
them in handicraft or agriculture ; we neither 
build houſes, (I mean in the country) nor cul- 
tivate land: they can very ſeldom pick up a live- 
lihood by ſtealing, till they arrive at ſix years old, 
except where they are of towardly parts; although 
[ confeſs they learn the rudiments much earlier; 


: during which time they can however be properly 
Jooken 
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looked upon only as probationers ; as I have been 
informed by a principal gentleman in the county of 
Cavan, who proteſted to me, that he never knew 
| above one or two inſtances under the age of fix, 


egen in a part of the kingdom fo renowned for the 
quickeſt proficiency | in that art. 
8 I am aſſured by our merchants, that a boy or 
girl before twelve years old is no ſaleable com- 
— modity; and even when they come to this age they 
N will not yield above three pounds, or three pounds 
„nnd half a crown at moſt, on the exchange; which 
|- WH cannot turn to account either to the parents or 
er kingdom, the charge of nutriment and rags > Nav) ing | 
c- WH been at leaſt four times that value. 
1 I ſhall now therefore humbly propoſe my own. 
t» WM thoughts, which I hope will not be liable to the 
0 leaſt objection. 1 = 
in I have been aſſured by a very knowing Ame- 
nd rican of my acquaintance in London, that a young 
hy healthy child, well oucſed, is at a year old a POR 
N- delicious nouriſhing and v holeſome food, whether 
s 1 Wl fiewed, roaſted, baked, or boiled; and I make no 
ot doubt that it Will * ſerve i in a fricaice, or a 
ds WF ragouſt, 
loy 1 do therefore kunbly offer it to publick con- 
her ſideration, that of the hundred and twenty thou- 
ul- land children already computed, twenty thouſand 
ve- may be reſerved for breed, whereof only one fourth 
1d, part to be males; which is more than we allow 


cr; that theſe children are ſeldom the fruits of mar- 
inge, a circumſtance not much regarded by our 


ked X 3 ſavages, 


8 


to ſheep, black cattle, or ſwine; and my reaſon is, 


nn 
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ſavages, therefore one male will be ſufficient to 
ſerve four females. That the remaining hundred 
thouſand may, at a year old, be offered in ſale to 
the perſons of quality and fortune through the 
kingdom; always adviſing the mother to let them 
ſuck plentifully in the laſt month, fo as to render 
them plump, and fat for A good table. A child 
will make two diſhes at an entertainment for 
friends; and when the family dines alone, the 
fore or hind quarter will make a reaſonable diſh, 


and ſeaſoned with a little pepper or falt, will be 


very good boiled on the fourth day, eſpecia iy. in 
= winter. 


I have reckone «+ upon a medium, that a child 


juſt born will we gh 12 pounds, and in a folar 


year, if. tolerably nurſed, will enereaſe to 28 
| pounds. 


have the beſt title to the children. 
Infant's fleſh will be in ſeaſon throughout the 


year, but more pl lentifulh y in March, and a little 
before and after; ſor we are told by a grave author, 


an eminent french phyſician, that fiſh being a pro- 


lifick diet, there are more children born in roman 


catholick countries about nine months efter Lent, 
than at any other ſeaſon ; therefore, reckoning 3 
car after Lent, the markets will be more glutted 


than uſual, becauſe the number of popith infants 
15 at leaſt three to one in this kingdom; and there- 
fore 


T grant this od Will | he ſomewhat dear, an 
therefore very proper for landlords, wlio, as they | 
| have already devoured moſt of the parents, ſcem to 


\ 
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fore it will have one other collateral advantage by 
leſſening the number of papiſts among us. 


[ have already computed the charge of nurſing a 


beggar's child (in which liſt 1 reckon all cottagers, 
labourers, and four-fifths of the farmers) to be 
about two ſhillings per annum, Tags included ; and 
believe no gentleman would repine to give ten 
ſhillings for the carcaſs of a good fat child, which, 


2s I have ſaid, will make four diſhes of excellent 


nutritive meat, when he has only ſome particular 
friend or his own family to dine with him. Thus 
the ſquire will lear n to be a good landlord; and 
grow popular among his tenants ; the mother will 


have eight ſhillings neat profit, and be fit for 
work, till the produces another chi 1d. 

| Thoſe who are more thrifty (as I mull confeſs 
the times require e) may flay the carcaſs ; the ſkin 


of which artificially dreſſed wil make admirable 
gloves for ladies, and ſummer boots for fine gen- 


tlemen. 
As to our city of Dublin, ſhambles may be ap- 
pointed for this purpoſe in the moſt convenient 


parts of it, and butchers we may be aſſured will 
not be wanting; although I rather recommend 
buying the children alive” and dreſſing them hot 


from the knife, as we do roaſting pigs. 
A very worthy perſon, a true 1 of 5 coun- 
try, and whoſe virtues I highly eſteem, was lately 


pleaſed in diſcourſing on this matter to 5 50 a re- 
inement upon my ſcheme. He faid, that many 


gentlemen of this kingdom, having of late de- 
liroyed their deer, he conceived that the Want 
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— ṹꝙ—— ͥꝗꝓ u⸗eñ rac ny Oe 


rer 


—ͤ ä—ñ0— — 


b * n — IS = 
—— — 5 . g * - Wy =; 5 e wh 
2 5 — — — — — —— — — 1 — — n n £ = 2 as +; — Gs — —— » —_ * * = F< = - = — 22 = — < 
. 23S . — — —— S oe IIS . = : I =P —— 21 <1. EE EEE 205 En — — ES — 2 
— — < — S * - — — : . 2 — + prongs n * 2 _ 2 >. —— — TRIED: Gees ͤ 8 2 M — ˖ —— CCS — Pete” — et od one. ASS _ \ _ _ 5 = 
: — - — 2 - e 2 3 ä ——ů—ů ot En Sts 5 N r S OEFY=. EEE <-> — : _ EE? * * ES „ ͤ Cone IE ERS Hoo 9 LE — ag Een. 1 .. ET IR TS OS > = . = \ — 
: SSIS - SE x 0 ies — == - . =o — RI EE — . 7 * = = FCC Vr DT EP RE NENT NT EN TT 5 _— . . b ũ——ꝓ— — — —ñ — 
FS * Inge > = ESSE. on TE Dr Fr I EOS 5 — 5 ns _— r — n ee ge . Laſhes - _ \ N 8 — —— F = = - \ 
= 7 * 6 — 8 = — — = = = * ELIA N - - a l D - _ — : 3 1 = _ 2 IS — = = OS - 
—— = — a > — — . ͤ . PB MERE Ag > EL ET TEARE — D i oth oa \ \ Eon — TT ET — — — 2 —. —— 1 : 
—_— — — — Mie? — raps 22 — 9 — — EY —— = — — — 2 = - - — = = : \ 3 mY _— — . ver a — — — - — — * n — — — , 1 
=_ \ 2 n =7 = — — — — = a" — a EITSS, — — — 
— = n — = I | = Z nf — —— = 
_—— 0 by =_ — 3 oY r I — —— — — r eee ee? 
be — „5 — — — = : "Y 


—— — 
— — z 


—— —ä 
— 


— 


P ——— — a 


312 A MODEST PROPOSAL 


of veniſon might de well ſupplied by the bodie; I pir] 
of young lads and maidens, not exceeding fourteen poi 
years of age, nor under twelve; ſo great a number jeſt 
of both ſexes in every county being now ready to mal 
ſtarve for want of work and ſervice: and theſe to mY 
be diſpoſed of by their parents if alive, or other. den 
wiſe by their neareſt relations. But, with due plu 

_ deference to ſo excellent a friend, and ſo deſerving WM iin; 
a patriot, I cannot be altogether 1 in his ſentiments; wit 
for as to the males, my American acquaintance aſſe 
aſſured me from frequent experience, that their wil 
fleſh was generally tough and lean, like that of Our 1 
ſchool- boys, by continual exerciſe, and their taſte cor 
diſagreeable, and to fatten them would not anſwer | wh 
the charge. Then as to the females, it would, bee 
think with humble ſubmiſſion, be a loſs to the ma 
, publick, becauſe they ſoon would become breeders inc 

| themſelves : and beſides, it is not improbable that | up. 
ſome ſcrupulous people might be apt to cenſure tha 
ſuch a practice, (although indeed very unjuſtly) col 
as a little bordering upon cruelty ; which, I con- can 
feſs, has always been with me the ſtrongeſt objec- lab 
tion againſt any project, how well ſoever intended. dit 
But in order to juſtify my friend, he confeſſed, pin 
that this expedient was put into his head by the tha 
famous Salmanaazor, a native of the iſland For- cor 
moſa, who came from thence to London above tt; 
twenty years ago; and in converſation told m] pil 


friend, that in his country, when any young per- 
ſon happened to be put to death, the executioner 
fold the carcaſs to perſons of quality as a prime 

Gainty ; and that in his time the body of a plump 


5 ir 
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zin of fifteen, who was crucified for an attempt to 


poiſon the emperor, was ſold to his imperial ma- 
jeſty s prime miniſter of ſtate, and other great 
mandarins of the court, in joints from the gibbet 


at four hundred crowns. Neither indeed can 1 
deny, that if the ſame uſe were made of ſeveral 
plump young girls in this town, who without one 
ſingle groat to their fortunes cannot ſtir abroad 
without a chair, and appear at a play-houſe and 
aſemblies in foreign fineries which they never 


will pay for, the kingdom would not be the worſe. 


Some perſons of a deſponding ſpirit are in great . 


concern about that vaſt number of poor people, 


who are aged, diſeaſed, or maimed ; and I have 
been defired to employ my thoughts, what courſe 
| may be taken to eaſe the nation of ſo e an 


incumbrance. But I am not in the leaſt 


upon that matter, becauſe it is very well 8 
| that they are every day dying, and rotting, by 
| cold and famine, and filth and vermin, as faſt as 

can be reaſonably expected. And as to the young 


| labourers, they are now in almoſt as hopeful a con- 
dition: they cannot get work, and conſequently 
| pine away for want of nouriſhment, to a degree, 


| that if at any time they are accidentally hired to 
common labour, they have not ſtrength to perform 
it; and thus the country and themſelves are hap- 


pily delivered from the evils to come. 


I have too long digreſſed, and therefore ſhall re- 
turn to my ſubject. I think the advantages by the 


| propoſal, which I have made, are obvious and many, 
| 8 well as of the Bigheſt importance. 


For 
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For firſt, as I have already obſerved, it would | 
greatly leſſen the number of papiſts, with whom 
we are yearly over-run, being the principal breeder; 
of the nation, as well as our moſt dangerous ene. 
mies; and who ſtay at home on purpoſe to delive; | 
the kingdom to the pretender, hoping to take their | 
advantage by the abſence of ſo many good proteſ. | 
tants, who have choſen rather to leave their coun. | 
try, than ſtay at home and pay tithes againſt their 
conſcience to an epiſcopal curate. 
Secondly, the poorer tenants will have fomething 
| valuable of their own, which by law may be eas 
liable to a diſtreſs, and help to pay their landlord'; | 
rent; their corn and cattle * already keized, 
and money a thing unknown. 
Thirdly, whereas the maintenance of a hundred 
thouſand children, from two years old and uy- 


wards, cannot be computed at leſs than ten ſhil- 
lings a piece per annum, the nation's ſtock will be 


thereby increaſed fifty thouſand pounds per annum, 
beſide the profit of a new diſh introduced to the 
tables of all gentlemen of fortune in the king- 
dom, who have any refinement in taſte. And the 
money will circulate among our ſelves, the goods 
being entirely of our own growth and manufacture. 
Fourthly, the conſtant breeders, beſide the gain 
of eight ſhillings ſterling per annum by the fale of | 
their children, will be rid of the charge of main- 
taining them after the firſt year. 

Fifthly, this food would likewiſe bring great 
cuſtom to taverns ; where the vintners will cer- 


tainly be ſo prudent as to procure the beſt receipts 
for 


Ch U 
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or dreſſing it to perfection, and conſequently have 
their houſes frequented by all the fine gentlemen, 

who juſtly value themſelves upon their knowledge 
in good eating; and a {kilful cook, who underſtands 
how to oblige his gueſts, will contrive to make it 


as expenſive as they pleaſe. 
Sixthly, this would be a great inducement to 

marriage, which all wiſe nations have either encou- 

raged by rewards, or enforced by laws and penalties. 


[t would encreaſe the care and tenderneſs of mothers 
towards their children, when they were ſure of a 


ſettlement for life to the poor babes, provided in 


ſome ſort by the publick, to their annual profit or 
expence. We ſhould ſee an honeſt emulation a- 


mong the married women, which of them could 


bring the fatteſt child to the market. Men would 
become as fond of their wives during the time of 
| their pregnancy, as they are now of their mares in 
foal, their cows in calf, their ſows when they are 
ready to farrow ; nor offer to beat or kick them (as 


is too frequent a practice) for fear of a miſcar- 


flage. 


Many other advantages might be enumerated. 


| For inſtance, the addition of ſome thouſand car- N 


caſſes in our exportation of barreled beef: the pro- 


pagation of ſwines fleſh, and improvement in the 
art of making good bacon, ſo much wanted among 
us by the great deſtruction of pigs, too frequent 1 
| Our tables; which are no way comparable in taſte 
or magnificence to a well grown, fat yearly child, 
| Which roaſted whole will make a conſiderable figure 
| # a lord mayor's feaſt, or any other public enter- 


tain- 
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tainment. But this, and many others, I omit 
being ſtudious of brevity. 
Suppoſing that one thouſand families in this ci 
would be conſtant cuſtomers for infants fleſh, be. 
ſide others who might have it at merry meetings, 
particularly at weddings and chriſtenings, I com- 
pute that Dublin would take off annually about 
twenty thouſand carcaſſes; and the reſt of the | 
kingdom (where probably they will be fold ſome. | 
what cheaper) the remaining eighty thouſand. 
I can think of no one objection, that will poſ- 
h ſibly be raiſed againſt this propoſal, unleſs it ſhould 
be urged, that the number of people will be there- 
by much leſſened in the kingdom. This I freely 
own, and it was indeed one principal deſign in of. 
fering it to the world. I defire the reader will 


bbſerve, that I calculate my remedy for this one 


individual Eingdom of Ireland, and for no other 

that ever was, is, or, I think ever can be upon 

earth. Therefore let no man talk to me of other 

_ expedients : of taxing our abſentees at five ſhillings | 

a pound : of uſing neither cloaths, nor heath 
furniture, except * is of our own growth and 

manufacture: of utterly rejecting the materials and 


inſtruments, that promote foreign luxury: of cur- 


ing the expenſiveneſs of pride, vanity, idleneſs, and 
gaming in our women: of introducing a vein of parſi- 


mony, prudence and temperance: of learning to love 


our country, in the want of which we differ even 
from La LAND ERS, and the inhabitants of To?1- 
NAMBoo : of quitting our animoſities and factions, | 
nor acting any longer like the Jews, who weile 
mur⸗ 


murdering one another at the very moment their | 1 
city was taken: of being a little cautious not to | A 
1] our country and conſciences for nothing : of 1 
caching landlords to have at leaſt one degree of Ii 
mercy towards their tenants : Laſtly, of putting a I 
ſpirit of honeſty, induſtry, and ſkill into our ſhop- | n 
keepers ; Who, if a reſolution could now be taken 1% 
to buy only our native goods, would immediately 3 
unite to cheat and exact upon us in the price, the bl 
meaſure, and the goodneſs, nor could ever yet be | A 
brought to make one fair propoſal of Juſt dealing, , 1% 
though often and earneſtly invited to it. | |. | 
Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of 19 
theſe and the like expedients, till he has at leaſt 8 
ome glimpſe of hope, that there will ever be ſome 1 
bearty and ſincere attempt to por. them in prac- : i 
— — | 6 
But, as to 1 having being wad out for TY 
many years with offering; vain, idle, viſionary 1 
thoughts, and at length utterly deſpairing of ſue- 1 
ceſs, I fortunately fell upon this propoſal ; which, 4 L 
as it is wholly new, ſo it has ſomething ſolid and IF 
real, of no expence and little trouble, full in our TH 

| own power, and whereby we can incur no danger 30 
in diſobliging ENGLAND. For this kind of com- Ti 
modity will not bear exportation, the feſh being [ 9 

| of too tender a conſiſtence to admit a long conti- 1 
nuance in falt, although perhaps I could name a xt 
country, which PCN be glad to eat up our whole 1 

| mation without it. W 4 1 
| After all, Iam not fo violently bent upon my 1 
| wn opinion as to reject any offer propoſed by wiſe +4 
Es 1 

lt. 
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men, which mal be found equally 1 innocent, cheap, 
eaſy, and effectual. But before ſomething of that 


kind ſhall be advanced in contradiction to my 


ſcheme, and offering a better, I defire the author | 
or authors will be pleaſed maturely to conſider yu 


points. Firſt, as things now ſtand, how they 


will be able to find food and raiment for a hundred 
thouſand uſeleſs mouths and backs. And ſe. 
condly, there being a round million of creatures in 
human figure throughout this kingdom, Whoſe 
hole ſubſiſtence put into a common ſtock would 
leave them in debt two millions of pounds ſterl. 
ing, adding thoſe, who are beggars by profeſſion, 
to the bull of farmers, c cottagers and labourers, 
with their wives and children, who are beggars in 
effect; I defire thoſe politicians who diflike my 
overture, and may perhaps be ſo bold as to attempt 


an anſwer, that they will firſt aſk the parent to of 


theſe mor tals, whether they would not at this. day | 
think it a great happineſs to have been fold for | 


food at a year old, in the manner I preſcribe, and 


thereby have avoided ſuch a perpetual ſcene of mil- | 
fortunes, as they have fince gone through, by the 
oppreſſion of landlords, the impoſſibility of paying | 
rent without money or trade, the want of common 
ſuſtenance, with neither houſe nor cloaths to cover |} 


them from the inclemencies of the weather, and 


the moſt inevitable proſpect of entailing the like, 


or greater miſeries, upon their breed for ever. 
I profeſs in the ſincerity of my heart, that I have 


not the leaſt perſonal intereſt in endeavouring to 


pro 
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romote this neceſſary work, having no other mo- 
re than the publick good of my country, by ad- 
vancing our trade, providing for infants, relieving 
the poor, and giving fome pleaſure to the rich. I 


| have no children, by which I can propoſe to get 


a ſingle penny; the youngeſt being nine years old, 
and my wife paſt child- -bearing. 


N. B. 


N. B. About the time that the followin 7 
| ſpeech was written, the town was much 
peftered with Street Robbers ; who, in 4 

_ barbarous manner, would ſeize on gen- 
rlemen, and take them into remote cor. 
ners, and after they had robbed them, 
would leave them bound aud gapped 
* 7, remarkable, that this ſpeech bad | 
fo good an effect, that there have been 
very few robberies of 7 bar kind committed 


# nice. 
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EBENEZER ELLISTON, 
Who was executed the Second Day of May, 1722. 
_ Publiſved, at his defire, for the common good. 


A M now going to le the juſt puniſhment 
for my crimes preſcribed by Jo law of God 
3 my country. I know it is the conſtant cul- 
tom, that thoſe who come to this place ſhould 
have ſpeeches made for them, and cried about in 


their own hearing, as they are carried to execu- 
tion, 


Jod 
ul- 


zuld 


tion; and truly they are ſuch ſpeeches, that al- 
though our fraternity be an ignorant illiterate peo- 


when he is going to the gallows. They contain a 
pretended account of our birth and mit of the 
fact for which we are to die, of our ſincere repen- 
tance, and a declaration of our religion. I cannot 
expect to avoid the ſame treatment with my Prod 
celſors. 


degrees better than thoſe of my rank and profeſſion; 


—_ this occaſion. 


| me to this untimely end ; for it is plainly evident 
that after having ſome time ago obtained a pardon 
| from the crown, I again took up my old trade ; 
my evil habits were ſo rooted in me, and I was 
| grown fo unfit for any other kind of employment. 
| And therefore, although, in compliance with my 


and my eyes lifted up; yet I ſhall feel no more de- 


t in whores the very night before their execution. I 


ecu- 


ion, Vox. IX. 8 two 
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ple, they would make a man aſhamed to have ſuch 
nonſenſe and falſe en charged upon him, even 


However, having had an education. one or two 


J have been conſidering, ever ſince my commit- 
ment, what it might be proper for me to deliver 


And firſt, I cannot fay from the bation of my 
heart, that I am truly ſorry for the offence I have 
riven to God and the world; but I am very much 
ſo for the bad ſucceſs of my villanies, in bringing 


— — — —— — 
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| friends, I reſolve to 8⁰ to the gallows after the 
| uſual manner, kneeling, with a book in my hand 


votion in my heart, than 1 have obſerved in my 
comrades, Who have been drunk among common 


can ſay farther, Dan my Own knowledge, that 
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two of my fraternity, after they had been hanged, 
and wonderfully came to life and made their eſcapes, 
as it ſometimes happens, proved afterwards the 
wickedeſt rogues I ever knew, and fo continued 
until they were hanged again for good and all; and 
yet they had the impudence at both times they 
went to the gallows, to ſmite their breaſts, and if 
up their eyes to heaven all the way. 
Secondly, From the knowledge I have of my 
own wicked diſpoſitions, and that of my com- 
rades, I give it as my opinion, that nothing ca can 
be more unfortunate to the publick, than the mer. 
cy of the government in ever pardoning or tranſ. 
porting us; unleſs when we betray one another, 2 
We never fail to do, if we are ſure to be well paid, | 
and then a pardon may do good : by the ſame rule, 
That it is better to have "but. one fox in a farm 
than three or four. But we generally make a ſhift 
to return after being tranſported, and are ten times 
greater rogues than before, and much more cun- 
ning. Belides, I know it by experience, that ſome 
hope we have of finding mercy when we arc tried, 
or after we are condemned, 18 always a great encou- 
ragement to us. 

Thirdly, Nothing is more dangerous to il 
young ſellowys than the company of thoſe cvious 
common whores we frequent, and of which this 
town is full: theſe wretches put us upon all mil- 
chief to feed their luſts and extravagancies : they 
are ten times more bloody and cruel than men, 
their advice is always not to ſpare if we are pu- 
ſued; they get drunk with us, and are common - 

_ 
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us all; and yet, if they can get any thing by! it, are 


ſure to be our betrayers. 

Now, as I am a dying man, I have done ſome- 
thing which 1 be of good uſe to the publick. 
have left with an honeſt man (and indeed the 

only honeſt man I was ever acquainted with) the 
names of all my wicked brethren, the preſent 
places of their abode, with a ſhort account of the 
chief crimes they have committed ; in many of 
which I have been their accomplice, Ind heard the 
| reſt from their own mouths: I have likewiſe ſet 
down the names of thoſe we call our ſetters, of | 
the wicked houſes we frequent, and of thoſe who 
receive and buy our ſtolen goods. I have ſolemnly 
charged this honeſt man, and have received His 
promiſe upon oath, that whenever he hears of any 
| rogue to be tried for robbing or houſe-breaking, he 
will look into his liſt, and if he finds the name 
| there of the thief concerned, to ſend the whole 
paper to the government. Of this I here give my 
companions fair and publick warning, N 
they will take it. 

In the paper 400 been ed Which 1 left wh 
my friend, I have alſo ſet down the names of ſeve- 
ral gentlemen who have been robbed in Dublin 
ſtreets for three years paſt : I have told the circum- 

ſtances of thoſe robberies ; and ſhewn plainly that 
| nothing but the want of common courage was the 
cauſe of their misfortune. I have e e de- 
ſired my friend, that 3 any gentleman hap- 

pens to be robbed in the ſtreets, he will get that 
— inte and publiſhed, with the firit letters 
IT of 
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of thoſe gentlemens names, who by their own 
want of bravery are like to be the cauſe of all the 


miſchief of that kind which 2 happen for the 


future. 
I cannot leave the 50710 without a ſhort deferi 


tion of that kind of life which I have led for ſome 


years paſt; and it is exactly the fame with the ref 
of our wicked brethren. | 
Althon gh We are generally {o cor rupted 150 5 our 
Childhood, as to have no ſenſe of goodneſs; yet 
| ſomething hea avy always hangs about us, I know 


not what it is, that we are never eaſy till we are half 


drunk among our whores and companions; Nor 


ſleep. ſound unleſs we drink longer than we can 
ſtand. If we go abroad in the day, a wiſc man | 


would eaſily find us to be rogues by our faces, we 
have ſuch a ſuſpicious, fearful, and conſtrained 
countenance z often turning back, and linking 
through narrow lanes and Mes. J have never 
tailed of knowing a brother thief by his looks, 
though I never ſaw him before. Ev oy. man a- 
mong us Keeps. his particular whore, who is how- 
ever common to us all when we have a mind to 
change. When we have got a booty, if it be in 
money, we divide it equally among our companion, 

and ſoon ſquander it away on our vices in thoſe 
houſes that receive us; for the maſter and miſtreß, 
and the very tapſter, go ſnacks; and beſides make 
us pay triple reckonings. If our plunder be 
plate, watches, rings, ſnuff- boxes, and the like; 
we have cuſtomers in all quarters of the town to 
take them off. I have ſeen a tankard worth ff 
teen 
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the reſt of the night; and generally the landlord o 


his wife, or ſome other whore who has a ſtronger 
head than the reſt, picks their pockets before they 
wake. The misfortune is, that we can never be 
eaſy till we are drunk; and our drunkenneſs con- 
ſtantly expoſes us to be more eaſily betrayed and 


taken. 
This is a ſhort picture of the life 1 have led; 


Which ! is more miſerable than that of the pooreſt 
labourer who works for four-pence a day ; and yet 

_ cuſtom is ſo ſtrong, that I am confident, if I could 
make my eſcape at the foot of the gallows, I ſhould 
be following the ſame courſe this very evening, 

So that, upon the whole, we ought to be looked 
upon as the common enemies of mankind ; Whoſe - 
Intereſt it is to root us out like wolves and other 
miſchievous. vermin, againſt which | no fair play is 


. required. 


If I have done ſervice to men in what I have 
faid, I ſhall hope I have done ſervice to God ; and 
that will be better than a filly ipeech made for me, 
full of whining and canting, which I utterly de- 
ſpiſe, and have never been 1 5 to; yet ſuch a one 

I expect to have my ears tormented with, as 1 am 
paſling along the ſtreets. 
Good people, fare ye well ; bad as I am, I leave 
many worſe behind me. I hope you | ſhall ſee me 
dic like a man the death of a dog. 


E. E. 


THE 


fv 


THE 


ET NY 


OF THE 


INJURED LADY. 


Written by He KS EL, 
In a LETTER to her Fare. 


With his ANSWER. 


SIR, 


kindneſs of a lover, 1 hope a true and plain 


lation of my misfortunes may be of uſe and 
warning to credulous maids, never to put too much 


truſt in deceitful men. 

A gentleman * in the neighbourhood had two 
miſtreſſes, another and myſelf ; and he pretend- 
ed honourable love to us both. Our three houſes 


ſtood pretty near one another; his was parted from 
mine by a river 4, and from my rival's by an old 


broken wall ||. But before I enter into the pare 


ticulars of this gentleman's hard uſage of me, I 
will give a very juſt impartial character of my rival 


and myſelf. 


As to her perſon ſhe is tall and lean, and very 
ill ſhaped ; the has bad features, and a worſe com- 
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plexion ; ſhe has a ſtinking breath, and xenty il veter 
ſmells about her beſides; which are yet more un. 
ſafferable by her natural luttiſhneſs : for ſhe is al. 
ways louſy, and never without the itch. As t0 
her other qualities, ſhe has no reputation either 
for virtue, honeſty, truth, or manners: and it i; it in 
no wonder, conſidering what her education has 
been. Scolding and curſing are her common con- 
verſation. To ſum up all; ſhe is poor and beg- 
garly, and gets a forry maintenance by pilfering 
Wherever ſhe comes. As for this gentleman, who | 
is now ſo fond of her, ſhe ſtill bears him an in- 
vincible hatred; reviles him to his face, and rails 
at him in all companies. Her houſe is frequent- 
<a by a company of rogues and thieves, and pick- 
pockets, whom the encourages to rob his hen- 
roots, ſteal his corn and cattle, and do him all 
manner of miſchief. She has been known to 
come at the head of theſe raſcals, and beat her 
lover until he was fore from head to foot, and 
then force him to pay for the trouble ſhe was at, 
Once attended with a crew of raggamuffins, ſhe 
broke into his houſe, turned all things topſy-turvy, 
and then ſet it on fire. At the ſame time ſhe told 
ſo many lies among his ſervants, that it ſet them 
all by the cars, and his poor ſteward * was knock- 


to 
ed on the head; for which I think, and fo does a 
all the country, that the ought to be anſwerable. cc 
To conclude her character ; ſhe is of a different cc 
religion, being a preſbyterian of the moſt rank v. 
and violent kind; and confequently having an in- {c 


* CB. I. 
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veterate hatred to the church ; yet I am ſure, I 
have been always told, that in marriage there 
ought to be a union of minds as well as of 


erſons. 
J will now give my « own character, and ſhall do 
it in few words, and with modeſty and truth. 


grief and ill uſage. 
bane I think no very ill feature about me. 
that ſee me now will hardly allow me ever to 
have had any great ſhare of beauty ; ; for, beſide 


for want of cloaths to appear in. 


though it now turns to little account under the 


oppreſſions I endure, and has been the true cauſe 


of all my misfortunes. 


Some years ago, this gentleman, taking a Sas | 
either to my perſon or fortune, made his addreſſes 


engaging, that 


too ſoon overcome; and to dwell no longer upon 


confeſs with ſhame, that I was undone by the 


ſolemn vows and proteſtations of marriage. When 


I was reckoned to be as handſome as any in our 
| neighbourhood, until I became pale and thin with 
IT am ſtill fair och and 

They a 


being ſo much altered, I go always mobbed, and 
in an undreſs, as well out of neglect, as indeed 
1 might add 
to all this, that I was born to a good ettte, 'al-- 


to me; which, being then young and fooliſh, 1 
too readily admitted ; "he ſeemed to uſe me with ſo 
much tenderneſs, and his converſation was ſo very 
all my conſtancy and virtue were 


a theme that cauſes ſuch bitter reflections, I muſt 


common arts practiſed upon all eaſy credulous 


virgins, half by force, and half by conſent, after 


he had once got poſſeſſion, he ſoon began to play 
the 


it ts 


* — — — — 2 = : * = 
D = — poo ro 9 
> 525 .— —— — „ _— — — 2 2 2 - 2 * — = 8 2 — 5 
. —— — — CE AS be — — * __> — tot . = "x =" DT „ apc —— 22 2 2 2 — — SITS. x —_— = ow = a+ =. — - == 
yet — — F =, = — 2 2 . won Re. 2 8 = — ke, * — -4 2 — — 
n e 2 ESE BET Fain 8 „rn — 2 OE IE = - LG — 
„ — == = — * A - oo _ Þ — — — — are => 3 — — —— — - 
En => — PRESS — . — — —•T—ůmD — — — . — == == = = . — 3 - > 
— — — - — n - — = ERR. \ 
1 


1 —..— 
2 


— — bony . - * : a — — — 
rr 8 — 22 
3 — — _ MX. 
=— = 2k 


PCW. 
. — — —— 
r 
„ Soo 


14 " 4 26. 
1 
RE 


—— — — 


— 5 _ 
=_ 
— —_— l 22 n 8 = — — — 2 „ „ „ 
— — — — _— — — = n r — * ” © by 3 
A 5 * . ib l = . 
1 2 — 8 2 2 
= 


— 
3 


— 
— 


— iden mmm nn — 
—— — — — —— — — RED © 8 —. 
I 5 — r 5 : — 

- — — — —mens een _ Iz = 2 
PRESSES on i ai 


— 


— @T—_ — 


: r 2 
— 
= — — = 2 = — — ——ů —— 2 "I; 
2: r YER EY . — 
AB ͤ— c FE 
— — I ng 


— — — 
= = * a — ak rn ths on — 8 : : N 
— — — D == = —— ED — 
— — 1 
„ © 1 
— > de Si - 
+ 2 — n 


— — III - — 
— —— 2 — 8 
— — — — — . — 

— 8 * 


330 THE STORY OF 

the uſual part of a too fortunate lover, affecting 
on all occaſions to ſhew his authority, and to tf 
like a Conqueror. | Firſt, he found fault with the 
government of my family, which I grant was 
none of the beſt, conſiſting of ignorant illiterate 
creatures ; for at that time I knew but little of 
the world. In compliance to him therefore 1 
agreed to fall into his ways and methods of living, 
1 conſented that his ſteward ſhould govern my 
| houſe, and have liberty to employ an under- 


ſteward , who ſhould receive his directions. My 


lover proceeded farther, turned away ſeveral old 
ſervants and tenants, and ſupplying me with others 
from his own houſe, theſe grew ſo dominecring 
and unreaſonable, that there was no quiet, and 1 


heard of nothing but perpetual quarrels, which 
although I could not poſſibly help, yet my lover 


laid all the blame and puniſhment upon me; and 
upon every falling-out, ſtill turned away more 
of my people, and ſupplied me in their ſtead 
with a number of fellows and dependents of his 
own, whom he had no other way to provide 
for. Overcome by love, and to avoid noiſe 


and contention, I yielded to all his uſurpations; 


and finding it in vain to reſiſt, I thought it my 
| beſt policy to make my court to my new ſervants, 
and draw them to my intereſts; I fed them from 
my own table with the beſt I had: put my new 
| tenants on the choice parts of my land, and treated 
them all fo kindly, that they began to love me 
as well as their maſter. In proceſs of time all my 


+ Lord lieutenant, 


old 


OS. 
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old ſervants were gone, and I had not a creature 
about me, nor above one or two tenants but 
what were of his chooſing; yet I had the good 
luck by gentle uſage to bring over the greateſt 
part of them to my fide. When my lover ob- 

ſerved this, he began to alter his language; and 

to thoſe who enquired about me, he would anſwer, 


that I was an old dependent upon his family, whom 
| he had placed on ſome concerns of his own ; and 


he began to uſe me accordingly, neglecting by de 
grees all common civility in his behaviour. I hall 


| never forget the ſpeech he made me one morning, 


which he delivered with all the gravity in the 
world, He put me in mind of the vaſt obliga- 
tions I lay under to him in ſending me ſo many 
of his pon for my own good, and to teach 
me manners : that it had coſt him ten times 
more than I was worth to maintain me: that it had 


| been much better for him if I had been damned, or 


burnt, or ſunk to the bottom of the ſea : that it was 
reaſonable I ſhould ſtrain myſelf as far as I was 
able to reimburſe him ſome of his charges : that 
from henceforward he expected his word Thould be 

a law to me in all things ; that I muſt maintain 


a pariſh-watch againſt thieves and robbers, and 
| give falaries to an overſeer, a conſtable, and others, 


all of his own chooſing, whom he would ſend from 
time to time to be ſpies upon me : that to enable 
me the better in ſupporting theſe expences, my 
tenants ſhall be obliged to carry all their goods 
croſs the river to his own town-market, and pay 
toll on both ſides, and then ſell them at half value. 

5 But 


ol their goods and boats, he ordered a Waterman 
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But becauſe we were a naſty ſort of people, and 
that he could not endure to touch any thing we 
had a hand in, and likewiſe, becauſe he wanted 
work to employ his own folks, therefore we mus 
ſend all our goods to his market juſt in their 
naturals ; the milk immediately from the cow, 
without making it into cheeſe or butter; the corn 
in the ear; the graſs as it is mowed; "the wool 
as it comes from the ſheep's back; and bring the 
fruit upon the branch, that he might not be 
obliged to eat it after our filthy hands: that if a 
tenant carried but a piece of bread and cheeſe to 
eat by the way, or an inch of worſted to mend his 
ſtockings, he ſhould forfeit his whole parcel: and 
becauſe a company of rogues uſually plyed on the 
river between us, who ten robbed my tenants 


of his to guard them, whoſe manner was to be 
out of the way until the poor wretches were 
plundered ; then to overtake the thieves, and ſcize 
all as lawful prize to his maſter and himſelf. if 
would be endleſs to repeat a hundred other hard- 
| ſhips he has put upon me but it is a general rule, 
that whenever he imagines the ſmalleſt advantage 
will redound to one of his foot- boys by any new 
_ oppreſſion of me and my whole family and eſtate, 
he never diſputes it a moment. All this ha 
rendered me fo very inſignificant and contempti- 
ble at home, that ſome ſervants, to whom I pa 
the greateſt wages, and many tenants, who have 
the moſt beneficial leaſes, are gone over to live 
with him ; pet I am bound to continue their 
| wages 
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Wages, and pay their rents; by which means one 
third part of my whole income is ſpent on his 
eſtate, and above another third by his tolls and 
markets; and my poor tenants are ſo ſunk and 
impoveriſhed, that inſtead of maintaining me ſuit- 
ably to my quality, they can hardly find me cloaths 
to keep me warm, or provide the common neceſſa- 

ries of life for themſelves. 

Matters being in this poſture between me and my 
lover; 1 received intelligence that he had been for 
ſome time making very preſſing overtures of 
marriage to my rival, until there happened ſome 
miſunderſtandings between them; ſhe gave him 
in words, and threatened to break off all com- 
merce with him. He, on the other ſide, having 
either acquired courage by his triumphs over 
me, or ſuppoſing her as tame a fool as I, thought 
at firſt to carry it with a high hand; but hearing 
at the ſame time, that ſhe had thoughts of making 
ſome private propoſals to join with me againſt him, 
and doubting with very good reaſon, that I would 
readily accept them, he ſeemed very much diſcon- 
certed. This I thought was a proper occaſion to 
ſhew ſome great example of generofity and love; 
and ſo without farther conſideration, I ſent him 
| word, that heari ing there was likely to be a quarrel 
between him and my rival, notwithſtanding all 
that had pailed, and without binding him to any 
conditions in my own favour, I would ſtand by 
him againſt her and all the world, while I had a 
penny in my purſe, or a petticoat to pawn. 
This meſſage Was ſubſcribed” by all my chief | 


tenants z 
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this unreaſonable man, and that he will let me 
manage my on little fortune to the beſt advan- 
tage; for which I will undertake to pay him a 
conſiderable penſion every year, much more con- 
fiderable than what he now gets by his oppreſſions; 
for he muſt needs find himſelf a loſer at laſt, when 
he has drained me and my tenants fo dry, that 
we ſhall not have a penny for him or ourſelves. 
There 1s one impoſition of his I had almoſt forgot, 
which I think unſufferable, and will appeal to 
you, or any reaſonable perſon, whether it be ſo 
or not. I told you before, that by an old com- 
paſt we agreed to have the ſame ſteward; at 
which time J conſented likewiſe to regulate my 
fimily and eſtate by the ſame method with him, 
which he then ſhewed me written down in form, 
and T approved of. Now, the turn he thinks fit 
to give this compact of ours is very extraordi- 
| nary ; for he pretends, that whatever orders he 
hall think fit to preſcribe for the future in his 
family, he may, if he will, compel mine to ob- 
ſerre them without aſking my advice, or hearing 
| my reaſons, So that I muſt not make a leaſe 
without his conſent, or give any directions for 
the well governing of my family, but what he 
countermands whenever he pleaſes. This leaves 
me at ſuch confuſion and uncertainty, that my 
ſerrants know not when to obey me; and my 
enants, although many of them be very well 
inclined, ſeem quite at a loſs. 

But I am too tedious upon this n 
lubject, which however I hope you will forgive, 
ſince 
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F | 
ſince the happineſs of my whole life depeng, 
upon it. I defire you will think awhile, and 
give your beſt advice what meaſures I ſhall take 
with prudence, juſtice, courage, and honour, to 
protect my liberty and fortune againſt the hard. 
ſhips and ſeverities I lie under from that unkind, 
inconſtant man. 8 
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MADAM, 


Have received your ladyſhip s letter, and care- 
fully conſidered every part of it, and ſhall give 
you my opinion how you ought. to proceed for 
your own ſecurity. But firſt I muſt beg leave to | 
tell your ladyſhip, that you were gui ity of an un- 
prdonable weakneſs rother day, in ma king that 
offer to your lover of. ſtanding. by him in any 
quarrel he might have with your rival. You 
know very wall, that the began to apprehend he 
bad deſigns of uſing her as he had done you ; 498 . 
common prudenc ce might have directed you rather 
Ito have entered into 51 tb meaſures with her for. 
joining againſt him, until he might at leaſt be 
brought to ſome reaſonable terms : but your invin- 
ible hatred to that lady, = carried your reſent 

ments ſo high, as to be the cauſe of your ruin ; 
het if you pleaſe to conſider, this averſion of yours. 
began a good while before he became your rival, 

*1 was taken up by you and Your family in a fort 
Of compliment to your lover, who formerly had 
great abhorrence of her. It is true, fince that 
lime you have ſuffered very much by her encroach- 
ents upon your eſtate, but ihe neve EE to 
pern and direct you; and now you have drawn a 
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new enemy upon yourſelf ; for I think you may | 
count upon all the ill offices ſhe can poſſibly do 
you by her credit with her huſband; wheres 
If inſtead of openly. declaring againſt her Without 


any provocation, you had but fat {till awhile, and F 
ſaid nothing, that gentleman would have leffened I dep- 
. forerity to you out of perfect fear. Thi by t 
weakneſs of yours you call generohty but I doubt the 
there was more in the matter: in ſhort, madam, Wl {ct 
| 1 have good reaſons to think you were betrayed 8 
to it by the pernicious counſels of ſome about the 
you : for to my certain knowledge, ſeveral of Your be! 
tenants and ſervants, to whom you have been very I 
kind, are as arrant raſcals as any in the country hal 
I cannot but obſerve what a mighty difference hen E 
is, in one particular, between your ladyſhip and your tena 
rival. Having yielded up your perſon, you though Bi 
nothing elſe worth defending, and therefore ou to « 
will not now inſiſt upon thafs very conditions, fo ef; 
which you yielded at firſt. But your ladyſhip 1 
cannot be ignorant, that ſome years fince, your iſ able 
rival did the fame thing, and upon no condition uſa 
at all; nay this gentleman kept her as a miſs, nd con 
yet made her pay for her diet and lodging. But, Wi var 
it being at a time when he had no evra ard, am ul 

| his n out of order, ſhe ſtole away, and his offe 
now got the trick very well known among te thi 


women of the town, to grant a man the favour 
over night, and the next da ay have the impudencq 
to deny it to his face. But it is too late to ft. 
proach you with any former overſights, which 


cannot now be. rectified. 1 know the matters dd 
| fach 
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ft, as you relate them, are true and fairly repre- 


if þ 
ö R . 
>  fnted. My advice therefore is this: get your 


tenants together as ſoon as you conveniently can, 
and make them agree to the following greſolutions: 
Pirſt, That your family and tenants have no 


uch methods as you ſhould both agree to. 


the market of his town, unleſs vou pleaſe, nor 
be hindered from carrying them a any any where elſe. 

"Thirdly, That the ſervants you pay wages to 
ſhall live at home, or forfeit their places. 


re Fourthly, That whatever leaſe you make toa 
ur WW tenant, it ſhall not be in his power to break it. 

ft If he will agree to theſe articles, I adviſe you 

ou] i contribute as largely as vou can to all charges 
for of pariſh and county 


oo tenants and ſervants are againſt his ſevere 

ſage of you, and would be glad of an occaſion to 
convince the reſt of their er! or, if you wi ill not be 
Vanting to yourſelf. 


tiok of ſomething « el e that will be more effectual, 
1 am, 
MADAM, 


Your ladythip's 85 LAT 


dependence upon the faid gentleman, farther than 
by the old agreement, which obliges you to have 
the fame ſteward, and to regulate your houſhold by 


Secondly, That you will not carry your g o00ds to 
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7 can aſſure vo; foveral of that gentleman's 


It the gentleman refuſes theſe juſt an ad r eaſonable 
offers, pray let me know it, and perhaps I may 
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IL E following article, which has lately ap- eim 
peared in the news-papers, deſerves our im- Ib! 

*. conſideration, viz. elves 
„They write from Dublin, char an office * 
from every regiment in the French ſervice is Ndecꝗ 
« arrived there in order to raiſe recruits for theit Mvhicl 
e reſpective corps; which is not to be done in ible t 
e clandeſtine manner, as formerly (when ſeveral nan 
« perſons ſuffered death for it) but publickly. cmn 
« Theſe gentlemen are to diſperſe themſelve into tie WC. 


| 4 {e- 
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« ſeveral counties, where they have the beſt intereſt, 


0 purpoſe, theſe two years. 


confidently affirmed to be true (although I can 


the preſent. eſtabliſhment, oblige me to take ſome 


ery great importance to both. 

It will be neceſſary, in the firſt place, to give 
the reader a ſhort account of the nature of theſe 
troops, as they are now eſtabliſhed in France. 

They conſiſt, as we have been informed, of one 


klves a very conſiderable body of men. 
| But their number is the leaſt point to be conſi- 
dered in this affair. There are other circumſtances, 


ble to Great-Britain. They are not only all Ro- 
man-Catholicks, but the moſt dangerous of that 
communion with reſpect to us, I mean Roman- 
Catholic ſubjects of our dominions; many of whom 


2 3 have 


«and a field officer is to reſide conſtantly at Dub- 
«Jin, to hear all complaints, which may be made 
« by any of the recruits againſt their officers ; and 
«alſo to prepare for ſending them off. Count 
«BRoGLIO has been ſoliciting an order to this 


— " 4 — — — 
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When I firſt read this account in the public 
prints, I looked upon it as a common piece of falſe 
ntclligence, and was in full expectation of ſeeing 
i contradicted in the next day's papers, according 
v frequent cuſtom ; but, having ſince heard it 


* 
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udly yet believe it, eſpecially as to every part) 
he duty which I owe my country, and my zeal for 


jotice of an affair, which I apprehend to be of 


egiment of horſe, and five regiments of foot, all 
oubly or trebly otficered ; fo that they are of them 


which render theſe Frogs infinitely more 5 
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have been obliged to fly their native country, on 
account of rebellions and conſpiracies in which 
they have been engaged; and all of them devoted 
by inclination, by intereſt, by conſcience, by eye. 
ry motive human and divine, to the ſervice of the 
Pretender, in oppoſition to the proteſtant ſucceſ. 
Hon in his majeſty's royal family. 
To this we may add, that they are generally ef. 
teemed the beſt forces in the F rench ſervice ; that 
they have always behaved themſelves as ſuch i = the 
late wars; and are commanded by officers of p. 
proved courage, as well as great Neill and experi- 
ence in military affairs. 
e i kad likewiſe, ; that the ſerjeants, corpo- 
rals, and private men are ſo well ſeaſoned to dan- 
ger, and expert in their duty, that, by a Frag 
promotion they could furniſh officers for a very ſor- 
midable army, in caſe of any ſudden invaſion or 
inſüreckion 
In the next place, it will not be improper to ex- 
amine this affair with regard to our laws. 
It is made felony, by act of parliament in Lie- 
land, for any ſubject of that kingdom to init 
himſelf, or to inliſt others, in the ſervice of ny 
foreign ſtate; and it is well known that mult tudes 
of poor wretches have ſuffered death upon that ic. 
count. 
We know it ma ay be ſaid, that; a power is reters- 
ed to his majeſty, by a clauſe in that act, to diſpent 
with it, by granting aay foreign prince a licence to 
raiſe forces in his dominions, and indemaiſying bs 
ſubjects from the penaltics of the law. 


Al. 


4 
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Although it is far from my intention to diſpute 
ay of his majeſty's legal prerogatives, or to call the 
widom of the legiſlature in queſtion, yet I muſt 
take the liberty to obſerve, that ſuch powers have 


been ſometimes granted out of complaiſance to the 


crown, that the princess hands may not be abſolute- 
Iy tied up, and in full confidence that they will 
never be exerted but for the benefit of this nation, 
or poſſibly of ſome proteſtant ally, upon great emer- 
gencies of ſtate. The exerciſe of the prerogative, 
in theſe caſes, is therefore merely a prudential part, 
which is left to the diſcretion of the prince and his 


miniſters, who. ought always to be ſuppoſed the 


beſt judges of theſe affairs ; and therefore how ri 
diculous would it be to ſend to the attorney-gene- 


al for his opinion in ſuch a caſe, who can be a 


competent judge of nothing but the le Ry of it, 
and whether the affair be actionable or not; but 


miniſters ough t to regulate their conduct, in 49610 | 


reſpedts, according to the ſituation of affairs, and 
the exigencies of government. 


I muſt 8 beg leave to conſider the pre- 


lot ſubject of the Iriſh forces, in this light. 
It will not be denied, I preſume, that a licence 


to recruit Roman Catholic regiments of Fnglid hn 
fubjects, in foreign ſervice, and in the intereſt of a 


pretender to the crown (which is death by the law, 
without his majeſty's permiſſion) is a favour of a 


very extraordinary nature, and ought to be attended 


with ſome extraordinary circumſtances. I confeſs 
that J can ſee no ſuch extraordinary circumitances 


at preſent ; unleſs it ſhould be ſaid that this favour 
| | "7 4 8 8 W 48 | 
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was granted, in order to engage our good allies n 


the demolition of Dunkirk ; but I hope they have 
more generoſity than to inſiſt upon ſuch hard terms, 
for the effectual performance of that which they are 
obliged by treaty to do. I am ſure, ſuch conditions 
ſeem unreaſonable on our part, after we have made 
them ſo many other conceſſions; particularly with 
relation to the flag and Santa Lucia; which, I think, 


are ſufficient to make them comply with all our de- 
mands, without expecting any farther favours, and 
e een ſupererogation of friendſhip. 4 
Perhaps my adverſaries (if they have any conceit) 
may take an opportunity of ridiculing me for writ- | 
ing in this ſtrain ; but, as it ſometimes ſerves their 


turn to make me a great man, and to argue againſt 
me as ſuch, I will for once ſuppoſe myſelf ſo; and 


methipks, if I had the honour of being but half en 


hour in that Nation, I could reaſon -painkt ſuch an 


order, for the good of oy king and my Sonny, in 


Oy following manner : 


. Theſe troops have alw ays been made A of, 


1 there has been any attempt in favour of 


the Pretender; and indeed they are, upon many ac- 
They are our 


counts, the fitteſt for this purpoſe. 
fellow- ſubjects; they ſpeak our language; are ac- 


quainted with our manners; and do not raiſe that | 
averſion in the people, which they naturally conceive | 


againſt other foreign troops, who underſtand neither, 


I am afraid I may add, that they are kept up, for 
this purpote, in entire regiments, without ſuffcring 


them to be mixed with the troops of any other na- 


tion. It is well known at leaſt, that they ſuppiied 


the 
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he late king JAMES with a nurſery of ſoldiers, who 
were always ready for his ſervice, whenever any op- 
portunity offered itſelf for his reſtoration ; and that 
it this time, the Pretender is always the bate made 
uſe of by their officers to raiſe recruits. They ne- 
rer mention the king of France, or the king of 
Spain, upon theſe occaſions; but liſt the poor 
yretches under an aſſurance, that they are entered 
into the ſervice of him whom they call their natu- 
ral and rightful king. I will not ſuſpect the preſent 
idelity of France, and their cordiality to the pro- 
teſtant eſtabliſhment ; yet methinks we might eafily 
excuſe ourſelves from furniſhing them with inſtru- 
ments, which they may employ againſt us, when- 
ver ambition, or reaſons of ſtate, fall diſſolve their 
preſent engagements, and induce them to 8 the 8 
cauſe of the Pretender again. 

2. It is very probable that his Catholic majeſty 
(who has likewiſe ſeveral regiments of this kind i in 
his ſervice) will expect the ſame favour of recruit- 
ing them in Ireland; and that he may, in caſe of 
refuſal, make it a pretence, at any time, for quar- 
telling with us, interrupting our commerce, and 
diſturbing us again in the poſſeſſion of Gibraltar. 
And here it is proper juſt to take notice, that theſe 
troops did his Catholic majeſty the moſt eminent 
ervice in the laſt fiege of that important place. He 
may complain, perhaps, of our partiality to France, 
and alledge, that we do not treat Spain in the ſame 
manner we expect to be treated by them, as one of 5 
tae moſt favoured nations. 


——4— The 
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3. The kingdom of Ireland, ſeems at this time, | 
in a. very ill condition to admit of any ſuch drauzhts 
out of her dominions. She has been already ſo 
much exhauſted by the voluntary tranſportation of | 
_ multitudes of her inhabitants (who have been pre- 

voailed upon, by the calamities of their own coun- 
try, to ſeek their bread in other parts of the world) 


that the interpoſition of parliament was found ne- 


ceſſary to put a op. to it ; and ſhall we ſuffer any 
foreign. power to drain her ſtill farther under ſuch 
circumſtances ; eſpecially in this manner, and for 
this purpoſe? I do not hear that this licence is 
confined to any particular number of men. It i 
cenfeſſed, F think, that they want above two thou- 
ſand men to compleat their Corps 3 and who knows 


but they may deſign to raiſe a great many more 


: than they care to own ; or even to form ſome new 
regiments of theſe 8 But ſuppoſing they ate 
confined to a certain number of recruits, and that 
Ireland were in a capacity to ſpare them; it is well 
known how eaſily ſuch limitations are evaded, and 
| how difficult it is to know when people conform 
exactly to the terms of their commiſſion. This 
was ſufficiently, explained in the Jate famous con- 
troverſy, concerning Mr. Wood's patent for ſup- 
plying Ireland with a particular ſum of copper half- 
pence; and the arguments upon that ſubject may 


be applied to this, with ſome allowances for the 


difference between the two caſes. It may, per- 
haps, be faid likewiſe that all the vigilance of the 
miniſtry has been hitherto found dane en to pre- 
vent the French from clandeſtinely recruiting theſe 

regie 
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regiments with Iriſh catholicks ; and therefore, 
that we may as well allow them to do it openly ; 
nay, that it 1s our intereſt to let them purge Ire- 
land of her popiſh inhabitants as much as they 
pleaſe : : but J deny this for ſeveral reaſons, which 
J ſhall mention preſently; and if it were really 
the caſe, that the French can at any time recruit 
theſe troops clandeſtinely, I cannot {ee any reaſon 
_ why they ſhould ſolicit an order fo preſſingly, for 
two years together, to do it openly, unleſs they have 
ſome other deſign. Ought not even this conſidera- 
tion to put us a little upon our guard; and is it not 

| a tacit confeſſion, that theſe troops are thought to 
be of more importance to them than we ought to 

wiſh? Beſides, are we to licence and authoriſe a 

miſchievous practice, becauſe we cannot totally pre- 

vent it? Every one juſtly applauded his majeſty's 
ſingular firmneſs and reſolution in ſupporting the | 
rights of his German ſubjects, when an attempt 
was made to ſeduce ſome of them into the king of 
Pruſſia's ſervice, although perhaps it is impoſſible 
to prevent that practice entirely. We all remember 
that the inliſting of a miller's fon, and a few other 
ordinary peaſants, occaſioned ſuch a miſunderſtand- 
ing between the two Crowns, as proceeded almoſt 
to a rupture. Nor was the zeal of the Engliſh par- 
liament backward on this occaſion; but on this 
conſideration, among others, reſolved to keep up a 
body of 12,000 Heſſian troops in our pay, which 
have already coſt us above a million of money. I 
am confident, therefore, that the ſame paternal care 
will always influence his majeſty to guard and pro- 
tect 
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tect his Britiſh ſubjects in the ſame manner; and 
if any meaſure ſhould be taken, which ſavours too 
much of the French intereſt, and ſeems of danger. 
cous conſequence to the intereſt of his family, the 
World can impute it to nothing, but the deceitful | 
repreſentations of thoſe, who lie under ſuch parti= 
cular obligations to the court of F rance, that they 
can refuſe them nothing. 
Such a licence ſeems to give encouragement to 
the people of Ireland to continue Roman catholicks, 
| ſince they are ſure to meet with a proviſion both in 
the French and Spaniſh ſervice ; whereas we always 
reject them in our troops, and abſolutely prohibit 
our officers to recruit in Ireland. Now, although 
it may not be ſafe to truſt them in our armies, yet 
: certainly we ought not to give the leaſt encourage- 
ment to their entering into foreign ſervice; eſpeci- 
ally into ſuch compact bodies as theſe regiments. 
And here it will not be amiſs to relate a ſtory much 
more to the honour of an Engliſh nobleman, Wo 
has alſo one of the largeſt eſtates in Ireland of any 
man in the kingdom. When he went to viſit the 
invalids in France, a place in the nature of our 
| Chelſea college here, all the Iriſh officers and ſol- 
diers of that hoſpital drew out in a body to do him 
particular honours. We can make no queſtion that 
their chief view was to have ſome preſent from his 
lordſhip ; but, though he has a heart as well diſ- 
| poſed to generous charity as any man, and a purſe 
well able to anſwer the dictates of it; yet, out. of 
regard to his country, for which he has likewiſe 
the moſt diſintereſted zeal, his anſwer to them was 
oy only 
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only this: * Gentlemen, I am very ſenſible of the 
4 honour you have done me, and heartily pity your 
« misfortunes ; but, as you have drawn them upon 
« yourſelves, by ſerving againſt your country, you 


« muſt not expect any relief or reward from me, 
4 for having ſuffered in a ſervice in which I wiſh 


« you had never engaged.” 


5. Is there not ſome reaſon to wprabend that this 
licence may, at one time or other, prove a ſnare to 
that country, and draw many people into their de- 
ſtruction ; for, unleſs it is made perpetual, can it 
be ſuppoſed that all the poor ignorant wretches in 


the kingdom ſhould be apprized how long this li- 
cence is to be in force? or when they may liſt with 
impunity, and when they may not ? Beſides, as it 


may be preſumed that theſe officers will never go, 


for the future, upon ſuch errands, without ſome 

pretended orders, when the real one is expired; 
ſo they will find it no difficult matter to impoſe 

ſuch a counterfeit upon illiterate people ; who may 


thus incur the penalties of the law, without know 


ing any thing of the matter. Such a method of 
providing for perſons, whoſe principles render them 
unſerviceable to our army, is indeed a little more 


charitable than a late project for preventing Iriſh 


children from being ſtarved, by fattening them up, 
and ſelling them to the butcher. 


6. I have often heard that theſe troops have 


been made uſe of, in parliament, as an argument 


for keeping up a ſtanding army in England; and I 
think we need not take any meaſures to render that 
argument 
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argument ſtronger. God knows, there are too 
many arguments already upon ſuch occaſions, 


1 might inſiſt upon ſome other points, which this 


affair naturally ſuggeſts to a conſidering mind; par. 

_ ticularly the danger of ſuffering ſeveral bigoted Iriſh 
papiſts, in foreign ſervice, to diſperſe themſelves in- 
to thoſe countries where they have the beſt intereſt, 
and to ſtrole about Ireland among their relations and 


old W of the ſame principles with them- 


ſelves. Are we ſure that they will not make a bad 
uſe of this liberty, by enquiring into the ſtrength | 
of their party, by giving them hopes, and taking 
an opportunity to concert meaſures for the advan- 
tage of their cauſe? have we no reaſon to appre- 
hend that they may endeavour to raiſe ſeamen 25 
well as ſoldiers, under colour of this order ? or en- 
gage great numbers of their countrymen to tran(- 


port themſelves over to the French colonies and 
plantations in the Weſt-Indies, which are already 
grown formidable to the trading intereſt of Great- 
Britain in thoſe parts ? 

But whatever may we the motives toxſuch an ex- 
traordinary favour, or the conſequences of it, I am 
ſure it is the ſtrongeſt mark of our confidence in 

France, and ſuch a one, as I believe they would 


not place in us, upon any occaſion. I will illuſtrat 
| this by a parallel caſe. 


The French proteſtants who fled over hither fo 
a perſecution on account of religion, never diſcover- 
ed any principles which were incompatible with the 
civil government of France, nor ever ſet up ay 


Pretender to the 7 5 royal family of that king- 


dom; 
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dom; and yet, if we ſhould think fit to form any 
conſiderable number of them into complete diſtinct 
regiments, to be compoſed of French proteſtants 
only, and commanded by French officers, without 
any incorporation of Britiſh ſoldiers, I tancy it would 
give our good allies ſome umbrage. But I am al- 
moſt confident, that they would never permit us to 
ſend over a proteſtant French officer from every re- 
giment to recruit their reſpective corps, by diſperſing 
themſelves into thoſe provinces where they have the 
beſt intereſt; or ſuffer a field officer, i in Engliſh pay 
to reſide conſtantly i in Paris, and exerciſe a ſort of 
martial law in the capital of their dominions; I 
ſay, they would hardly ſuffer this, even though our 
ambaſſador ſhould ſolicit ſuch an order, with the 
utmoſt application, for twenty years together. N 
And yet the caſe of the Iriſh forces is much 
ftronger with reſpect to us. T hey do not differ with 
us only in matters of religion, but hold principles 
abſolutely deſtructive of our civil government; and 
are generally looked upon abroad as a ſtanding army, 
kept on foot to ſerve the Pretender upon any occa- 
hon. 
1 muſt alk a queſtion or two, which naturally 
offer themſelves in this place.:.-- 

What power is this field officer to exerciſe during 
his reſidence in Dublin? is the French martial law 
to take place, if any of theſe recruits ſnould hap- 
pen to repent of What * have done, and think fit 
to deſert ? 8 

Troops are generally armed as ſoon as they a: arc 
ted. Is this rule to be obſerved in the preſent 
caſe ? 
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caſe? If fo, another queſtion occurs. It has be | 


found neceſſary, for the ſecurity of Ireland, to re. 
| ſtrain all Roman Catholicks from wearing, or keep. 
ing any arms in their houſes. I aſk, therefore, 
whether the authority of this licence is to ſuperſede 
the laws of the land; I may go farther. 

he garriſon of Dublin ſeldom conſiſts of chow 
800 men for the duty of the place. Suppoſing 


double that number of popiſh recruits ſhould he 


brought thither, in order to be viewed by their 
ſield officer, will it be faid there is no juſt appre- 
henſion of danger? But as theſe ſuggeſtions may 
appear to be founded on the infidelity of F rance (1 
caſe not to be ſuppoſed at . 1 preſs them no 
farther. 
I muſt however repeat it, that this order is he 
Fulleſt demonſtration of the confidence we repoſe in 
them; and I hope they will ſcorn to make any bad 
uſe of it: but, if it were pofſible to ſuſpect that 
they could have any deſign to play the knave with 
us, they could not wiſh for a better opportunity to 
promote it, than by ſuch a power as is now faid to 
be put into their hands. 


J hope my remarks on this article of news will 


not be conſtrued in a Jacobite ſenſe, even by the 


moſt proſtitute ſcriblers of the preſent times ; but 14 


muſt beg leave to expoſtulate a little with the pub- 


: lick on that mean infamous practice, which theſe 


writers have lately uſed, in explaining ſome of my 
papers into treaſonable libels ; taking an occaſion 
from hence to appear formally in defence of the 


= throne, and laying 1 it dyn as a point granted, that 
there 
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thire is an actual, concerted. deſign of ſetting aſide 
the preſent eſtabliſhment. This is a practice which 
may be of great ſervice to the real enemies of the 
preſent government; and eyery Jacobite in the king- 


dom may make uſe of it to publiſh the moſt ex- 
plicit inveCtives on the king and his government, un- 


der the pretence of interpreting the implicit deſign 
of other writings. It is a practice which was never 


| allowed till now, and ought never to be allow- 
ed; for whatever may be the ſecret meaning of any 
author, ſuch explanations are certainly Ubels, which 
may have a very bad effect upon weak minds, and 


are puniſhable by the laws, without any extraordi- 
nary methods of conſtruction. Theſe writers ought 


to remember the caſe of Sir Richard Steele, who 
publiſhed the Pretender's declaration at the begin- 
ning of the late reign, with an anſwer annexed; 
and although he did it with a very good defign, yet 


it was univerſally allowed to be contrary to law; 
and if his principles of loyalty had not been very 


well known, might have involved him in a ſevere 


proſecution. I ſhall make no reflections on thoſe 
who encouraged ſuch explanations ; and thoſe who 


ae hired to do it, are beneath my notice. Let 
them empty all the trite common places of ſervile, 


injudicious flattery, and endeavour to make their 
court by ſuch nauſeous, diſhoneſt adulation, as, I. 
an ſure, gives the moſt offence to thoſe perions to 


whom it is paid. Let them throw as much foul 
dirt at me as they pleaſe. Let them charge me 
with deſigns which never entered into my thoughts, 


and cannot juſtly be imputed to me from any part 


Aa . of 
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| | | | 
of my conduct. God knows my heart, I am as 


zealous for the welfare of the preſent royal tamily 
as the moſt ſordid of theſe ſycophants. I am ſen- 
fible, that our happineſs depends on the ſecurity 
of his majeſty's title, and the preſervation of the 
preſent government upon thoſe principles which 
eſtabliſhed them at the late glorious revolution; 
and which, I hope, will continue to actuate the 
conduct of Britons to the lateſt generations. Theſe 
have always been my principles; and whoever will 


give himſelf the trouble of looking over the courſe | 


” of theſe papers, will be convinced that they have 
been my guide: but I am a blunt plain-dealing 


old man, who am not afraid to ſpeak the truth; 


and as I have no reliſh for flattery myſelf, I ſcom 
to beſtow it on others. I have not, Hhoiwever, 
been ſparing of juſt praiſe, nor ſlipt any ſeaſona- 
ble opportunity to einen the royal virtues of 
their preſent majeſties ** More than this I can- 
not do; and more than this, J hope, will not be 
expected. Some of my expreſſions, perhaps, may 
have been thought too rough and unpoliſhed for 
the climate of a court; but they flowed purely from 
the ſincerity of my heart ; and the freedom of my 
writings has proceeded from my zeal for the inter- 
eſt of my king and country. 

With regard to my adverſaries, I will leave every 
impartial ae to judge, whether, even in private 
life, that man is not moſt to be depended upon, 
who, being inwardly convinced of the great and 


King George II. and Queen Caroline bus Conſort. _ 
8 
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good qualities of his friend, never loads him with 
fulſome flatteries, but takes the honeſt liberty of 
warning him againſt the meaſures of thoſe who 
are endeavouring to miſlead him. The caſe is 
much ſtronger in public life; and a crown is be- 
ſet with ſo many difficulties, that even a prince 
of the moſt conſummate wiſdom, is not always 
ſufficiently. guarded againſt the dangers which ſur- 
round him, from the ſtratagems of artful miniſters, 
or the blunders of weak ones. Both of them may 
he equally bad miniſters, and purſue the ſame _ 

methods of ſupporting themſelves, by flattering 
| him into meaſures which tend to his deſtruction. 
But it is time to draw to a concluſion ; and 1 
can only add, that if I were really engaged in 
ny deſign contrary to the intereſt of the preſent eſ- 
tabliſhment, I ſhould have fat down contented, and 
ſecretly rejoiced at the affair which occaſioned this 
paper, inſtead of giving yield. and che reader ſo 
much trouble. | _ 
C. D. 
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8 I R, 
-D ETEST: reading your papers, bans i 


am not of your principles, and becauſe I can- | 


not endure to be convinced. Yet I was prevailed 
on to peruſe your Craftſman of December the 12th, 
wherein I diſcover you to be as great an enemy of 
this country, as you are of your own. You ate 
plea! {ed to reflect on a project 1 propoſed of making 
the children of Iriſh parents to be uſeful to the 
publick inſtead of being burdenſome ; and you ven- 
ture to aſſert, that your own ſcheme is more cha- 
ritable, of not permitting our popiſh natives to be 
liſted in the ſervice of any foreign prince. 
Perhaps, Sir, you may not "have heard of any 
kingdom ſo unhappy as this, both in their im- 
ports and exports. We import a ſort of goods 
of no intrinſic value, which it coſts us abowe 
forty thouſand pounds a year to dreſs, and ſcout, 
and 'poliſh, which altogether do not yield one 
penny advantage; and we annually export above 
ſeven hundred thouſand pounds a year in another 
kind of goods, for which we receive not on 


ſingle farthing in return; even the money paid 
for 


W x1 
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tr letters ſent in tranſacting this commerce be- 
ing all returned to England. But now, when 
there is a moſt lucky opportunity offered to be- 
gin a trade, whereby this nation will ſave many 
thouſand pounds a year, and England be a pro- 
digious gainer, you are pleaſed, without a call, 
officiouſly and malicioully to interpoſe with very 
frivolous arguments. 

It is well known, that about fixty years ago, 
the exportation of live cattle from hence to Eng- 
land was of great benefit to both kingdoms, until 
that branch of traffick was ſtopt by an act of parli- 
ment on your ſide, whereof you have ſufficient | 
reaſon to repent. Upon which account, when an- 
other act paſſed your parliament, forbidding the 
exportation of live men to any foreign country, you 
were ſo wiſe to put in a clauſe, allowing it to be 
done by his majeſty's permiſſion, under his fign 
manual, for which, among other great benefits 
granted to Ireland, we are infinitely obliged to the 
Pritiſh legiſlature. Vet this very grace and favour 
you, Mr. D'Anvers, whom we never diſobliged, 
ae endeavouring to prevent; which, I will take 
upon me to ſay, is a man ifeſt mark of your diſaf- 
tection to his majeſty, a a want of duty to the mi- 
niftry, and a wicked deſign of opprefiing this king- 
dom, and a traiterous attempt to leſſen the rrade 
and manufactures of England. 

Our trueſt and beſt ally , the moſt Chiitian 1 king, 
has obtained his majeſty's licence, purſuant to law, 
to export from hence ſorae thoutand bodies of 
healthy, young, living men, to ſupply his Iriſh re- 

Aa 3 giments, 


| ſpare) were ſent on the fame errand, what an im- 
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giments. The king of Spain, as you aſſert Veur- 
ſelf, has deſired the ſame civility, and ſeems to have 
at leaſt as good a claim; ſuppoſing then that theſe 
two potentates will only deſire leave to carry off fix 
thouſand men between them to France and Spain, 
then by computing the maintenance of a tall, hun. 
gry, Iriſhman, in food and cloaths, to be only at 
fve pounds a head, here will be thirty thouſand 
pounds per annum ſaved clear to the nation ; for 
they can find no other employment at home, beſide 
| begging, robbing, or ſtealing. But, if thirty, 
forty, or fifty thouſand (which we would gladly 
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menſe benefit it muſt be to us! and if the two 
Princes, in whoſe ſervice they were, ſhould happen 
to be at war with each other, how ſoon would thoſe 
recruits be deſtroyed ! then what a number of friends 
would the pretender loſe, and what a number of 
popiſh enemies all true proteſtants get rid of! Add 
to this, that then, by ſuch a practice, the lands of 
Ireland, that want hands for tillage, muſt be em- 
ployed in grazing, which would fink the price of 
wool, raw hides, butter, and tallow, ſo that the 
Engliſh might have them at their own rates; and 
in return ſend us wheat to make our bread, barley 
to brew our drink, and oats for our horſes, without 
any labour of our own, 
Upon this occaſien, : © deſire humbly to offer 2 
8 which, in my opinion, would beſt anſwer 
the true intereſts of both kingdoms: For, although 
bear a moſt tender filial affection for England, my 


dear native country; yet, I cannot deny but tb 
noble 
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noble iſland has a great ſhare in my love and eſteem; 

nor can I expreſs how much I defire to ſee it flouriſh 

in trade and opulence, even beyond its preſent hap- 
condition. 

The profitable land of this kingdom 1 i; 4 think, 
uſually computed at ſeventeen millions of acres, all 
of which I propoſe to be wholly turned to grazing. 
Now, it is found by experience, that one grazier 
and his family can manage two thouſand acres. 

Thus, fixteen millions eight hundred thouſand acres 
may be managed by eight thouſand four hundred 
families ; and the fraction of two hundred thouſand 
acres will be more than ſufficient for cabbins, out- 
houſes, and Van eben becauſe it is to be un- 
derſtood that corn of all ſorts muſt be tent to "BS, 
from England. 

Theſe a t thouſand four hundred families may 
be divided among the four provinces, according to 
the number of houſes in each province ; and mak- 
ing the equal allowance of eight to a family, the 
number of inhabitants will amount to 3 
thouſand two hundred fouls ; to theſe we are to a 
a ſtanding army of twenty thouſand Engliſh; w hich, 
together with their trulls, their baſtards, and their 
horſe-boys, will, by A groſs computation, very near 
double the count, and be very ſufficient for the 
defence and grazing of the kingdom, as well as to 
enrich our neighbours, expel popery, and keep out 
the Pretender. And left the army ſhould be at a 
los for buſineſs, I think it would be very prudent 
to employ them in collecting the public taxes for 
paying themſclves and the civil tr wo 
Aag [ adviſe 
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I adviſe, that all our owners of theſe lands ſhoulg 
live conſtantly in England, in order to learn po- 
liteneſs, and qualify themſelves for employments; 
but, for fear of encreaſing the natives in this Iſland, 
that an annual draught, according to the number 
born every year, be expor ted to e place will 
bear the carriage, or tranſplanted to the Engliſh 
dominions on the American continent, as a ſcreen 
between his majeſty 8 Engliſh ſubjects and e's ſavage 

Indians. 
I adviſe likewiſe, that no commodity whatſoever 
of this nation's growth, ſhould be ſent to any other 


country, except England under the penalty of high | 


_ treaſon; and that all the ſaid commodities ſhall * 
ſent in their natural ſtate, the hides raw, the woo! 


uncombed, the flax in the ſtub; excepting only 


Aſh, butter „ tallow, and whatever elſe will be 
: ſpoiled i in the carriage. On the contrary, that no 


goods whatſcever ſhall be imported hither, except 


from England, under the fame penalty : That Eng- 
land ſhould be forced, at their own rates, to fend us 
over cloaths ready made, as well as ſhirts and ſmocks, 
to the ſoldiers and their trulls; all iron, wooden, 
and earthen ware; and whatever furniture may be 
_ neceflary for the cabbins of graziers, with a ſuffici- 
ent quantity of gin, and other ſpirits, for thoſe who 
can afford to get drunk on holidays 
As to the civil and eccleſiaſtical admin ideen 
which I have not yet fully conſidered, I can !ay 
little ; only with regard to the latter, it is 8 
that the article of pay ing tithe for ſupporting ſpe- 
culative opinions in religion, which is ſo nope 


portable 
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portable a burden to all true proteſtants, and to moſt 
churchmen, will be very much leſſened by this ex- 
pedient; becauſe dry cattle pay nothing to the ſpi- 
itual hireling, any more than imported corn ; fo 
that the induſtrious ſhepherd and cowherd may fit, 
every man under his own blackberry->uib, and on 
his own potatoe-bed, whereby this Happy ifland 
will become a new Arcadia, 

I do likewiſe propoſe, that no money mall be 
uſed in Ireland, except what is made of leather, 
which likewiſe ſhall be coined in England, and im- 
ported; and that the taxes ſhall be levied out of the 
commodities we export for England, and there 
turned into money for his majeſty's uſe; and the 
rents to landlords diſcharged in the ſame manner. 
This will be no manner of grievance, for we al- | 
ready ſee it very ptacticable to live without money, 
and ſhall be more convinced of it every day. Bur 
| whether paper ſhall continue to ſupply that defect, 
or whether we thall hang up all thoſe. who profeſs 
the trade of bankers (v. hicl 1 latter J am rather in- 
clined to) muſt be left to the conſideration of wiſer ; 
politicians. 
That which makes me more zcalouſly bent upon 


our neighbouring brethren ; for we have already 
tied all other means, without effect, to that bleſ- 
ied end: And, by the courſe of meaſures taken for 
lome years paſt, it ſhould ſeem that We are all 
agreed in the point. 
This expedient will be of great advantage to 


both kingdoms, upon feyeral accounts; For, as to 
England, 


this ſcheme, is, my deſire of living in amity with _ 


362 THE ANSWER TO 


England, they have a juſt claim to the balance of 
trade on their fide with the whole world: and 
therefore our anceſtors and we, who conquered 
this kingdom for them, ought, in duty and grati- 
tude, to let them have the whole benefit of that 
_ conqueſt to themſelves ; eſpecially, when the con- 
queſt was amicably made, without bloodfhed, by 
ſtipulation between the Iriſh princes and Henry II; 
by which they paid him, indeed, not equal homage | 
with what the electors of Germany do to the em- 
peror, but very near the ſame that he did to ihe 
king of France, for his French dominions. 
In conſequence of this claim from England, that 
: kingdom may very reaſonably demand the benefit 
of all our commodities in their natural growth, to 
be manufactured by their people, and a ſufficient 


quantity of them for our uſe to be returned hither 


| fully manufactured. | | 
This, on the other ſide, will be of great benefit 
to our inhabitants the graziers ; when time and le- 

bour will be too much taken up in manuring their 
ground, feeding their cattle, ſheering their ſheep, 


and ſending over their oxen fit for ſlaughter ; to 


which employments they are turned by nature, as 
deſcended from the Scythians, whoſe diet tt are 
ſtill 0 fond of. So V irgil deſcribes it : 


E. lac concretum cum ſanguine bibet uni. | 


Which in Engliſh, 18 Bonnyclabber *, * mingled <4 
the blood of horles, as they formerly did, uni 


* Thick, ſour milk. | 
about 
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about the beginning of the laſt century; when lux- 


ury, under the form of politeneſs, began to creep 


in, they changed the blood of horſes for that of 
their black cattle; and, by conſequence, became 
leſs warlike than their anceſtors. 


Although I propoſed that the army ſhould be 


collectors of the public revenues, yet I did not 


thereby intend that thoſe taxes ſhould be paid in gold 


or filver ; but in kind, as all other rent : For, the 
cuſtom of tenants making their payments in money, 
is a new thing in the world, little known in former 


ages, nor generally practiſed 1n any nation at preſent, 2 
xcept this iſland and the Southern parts of Britain. 
But, to my great ſatis faction, J foreſee better times; 
the ancient manner begins to be now practiſed in 
many parts of Connaught, as well as in the county 


of Corke ; where the {quires turn tenants to them- 


ſelves, divide ſo many cattle to their ſlaves, who 
are to provide ſuch a quantity of butter, hides, 


or tallow, ſtill keeping up their number of cattle; 


and carry the goods to Corke, or other port towns, 
and then ſell them to merchants. By which invention 
there is no ſuch thing as a ruined farmer to be ſeen ; 
but the people live with comfort on potatoes and 
bonnyclabber, neither of which are vendible com- 
Rodities abroad. 
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THAT 


All the LapIES and Women of IRLAND 
ſhould appear eonſtantiy in Iriſn Ma- 
nufactures. 


Written in MDCCXXIX. 


8 H E RE was a treatiſe written about nine 
years ago, to perſuade the people of Ircland 
to wear their own manufactures. This treatiſe yas 
allowed to have not one ſyllable in it of party or 
diſaffection; but was wholly founded upon the grow- 
Ing poverty of the nation, occaſioned by the utter 
want of trade, except the ruinous importation 
of all foreign extravagancies from other coun- 
tries. This treatiſe was preſented, by the grand 
jury of the city and county of Dublin, as 4 
ſcandalous, ſeditious, and factious pamphlet. I 
forgot who was the foreman of the city grand- 
jury; but the foreman for the county was one Dr. 
Seal, regiſter to the archbiſhop of Dublin, wherc- 
in he differed much from the ſentiments of his 

lord. The printer was tried before the late Mr. 
Whiteſhed, that famous lord chief-juſtice ; who, 
on the bench, laying his hand on his heart, de- 
clared, upon his ſalvation, © That the author was a 


« Jacobite, and had a deſign to brget a ery! be- 
| c tween 
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« tween the two nations.” In the midſt of this 


proſecution, about fifteen hundred weavers were 
forced to beg their bread, and had a general contri- 
bution made for their relief, which juſt ſerved to 


make them drunk for a week ; and then they were 


forced to turn rogues, Or ſtrolling beggars, or to 
leave the kingdom. 


The Duke of Grafton, who was then Beten 
ant, being perfectly aſhamed of ſo infamous and un- 
popular a proceeding, obtained from England a nol? 
pr 8 for the printer. Yet the prand-jury had 
ſolemn thanks given chem from the ſecretary of 


ſtate. 


I mention this paſſage (perhaps too much for- 
rotten) to ſhew how dangerous it has been for 
the beſt· meaning perſon to write one ſyllable in 
the defence of his country, or diſcover the miſe- 


rable condition it is in. 


And to prove this truth, I will produce © one in- 


ſtance more: wholly omitting the tamous cauſe of 


the Drapier, and the proclamation againſt him, as 


well as the perverſeneſs of another jury againſt the 


ame Mr, Whitſhed, who was violently bent to 


act the ſecond part in another ſcene. 


About two years ago, there was a ſmall paper 
printed, which was called, A Short View of the 


State of Ireland, relatin g to the ſeveral cauſes where 


by any country may grow rich, and applying them 
to Ireland. Whitſhed was dead, and conſequently 
the printer was not troubled. Miſt, the famous 


journaliſt, happened to re-print this paper in Lon- 
don, for which his preſs- -folks were proſecuted for 
_ almoſt 
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almoſt a twelve-month ; and, for aught I know, 
are not yet diſcharged. 


This is our caſe ; inſomuch, that although I ami 
often without money in my pocket, I dare not own 


it in ſome company, for tear of ug thought diſ- 


5 affected. 


But, ſince 1 am determined to take care that the 
author of this paper ſhall not be diſcovered, (follow 


ing herein the moſt prudent practice of the Drapier) 
I will venture to affirm, that the three ſeaſons where. 
"i our corn has miſcarried, did no more contribute 
to our preſent miſery, than one ſpoonful of water 
thrown upon a rat already drowned, would contri- 
| bute to his death: and that the preſent plentiful 
| harveſt, although it ſnould be followed by a dozen 
0 enſuing, would no more reſtore us, than it would 
the rat aforeſaid, to put him near the fire, which 


might indeed warm his furcoat, but never being him 
back to life. 


The ſhort of the matter is this: 1 he diſtreſſes of 

i PO kingdom are operating more and more every day, 

by very large degrees, and fo have been doing for 
above a dozen years paſt. | 

If you demand whence theſe diſtreſſes have wiſe 

I defire to aſk the following queſtion : _ 

If two thirds of any kingdom's revenue be ex- 


3 ported to another country, without one farthing ot 


value in return; and if the ſaid kingdom be forbid- 
den the moſt profitable branches of trade wherein 
to employ the other third, and only allowed to trat- 
fic in importing thoſe commodities which are moſt 


ruinous to itſelf ; how ſhall that kingdom ſtand ? - 


\ 
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If this queſtion were formed into the firſt pro- 


poſition of an hypothetical ſyllogiſm, I defy the 


man born in Ireland, who is now in the faireſt way 


of getting a collectorſhip, or a | Cornet's poſt, to 


give good reaſon for denying it. 


Let me put another caſe. Suppoſe a centleman'i 8 
eſtate of two hundred pounds a year ſhould ſink to 


one hundred, by ſome accident, whether by an 
earthquake, or inundation, it matters not ; and ſup- 
poſe the ſaid gentleman, utterly hopeleſs and un- 


qualified ever to retrieve the loſs ; how is he other- 


wiſe to proceed in his future ceconomy, than by 


reducing it on every article to one half leſs, unleſs 

he will be content to fly his countr y, or rot in goal? 
This is a repreſentation of Ireland's condition; only 
with one fault, that it is a little too favourable. 

Neither am 1 able to propoſe a full remedy for 
this, but only a ſmall prolongation of life, until 
God ſhall miraculouſly diſpoſe the hearts of our 


neighbours and our kinſmen, our fellow-proteſt- 
ants, fellow-ſubjeQts, and fellow-rational crea- 


tures, to permit us to ſtarve without running 
farther in debt. I am informed that our national 
debt (and God knows how we wretches came by 
that faſhionable thing a national debt) is about two 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds ; which is, at 


leaſt, one third of the whole kingdom's rents, 
aſter our abſentees and other foreign drains are paid, 


caſh. 


It ſeems there are ſeveral ſchemes, for raiſing a 
fund to pay the intereſt of this formidable ſum, 
* _— not 


and about fifty thouſand pounds more than all the 
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not the principal, for this is allowed impoſſible, 
The neceſſity of raiſing ſuch a fund, is ſtrongly and 
regularly pleaded, from the late deficiencies in thy 
duties and cuſtoms. And is it a fault of Irxcland 
that theſe funds are deficient ? If they depend on 
trade, can it poſſibly be otherwiſe, while we have 
neither liberty to trade, nor money to trade with; 
neither hands to work, nor buſineſs to employ them 
if we had? Our diſeaſes are viſible enough, both 
in their cauſes and effects; and the cures are wel 
known, but impoſſible to be applied. 
If my ſteward comes and tells me, that my 
« rents are ſunk ſo low, that they are very little 
s more than ſufficient to pay my ſervants their wa- 
e ges; have I any other courſe left, than to caſhcir 
four in fix of my raſcally tootmen, and a number 
of other varlets in my family, of whoſe inſolence 
the whole neighbourhood complains ? And I would 
think it extremely ſevere in any law, to force me 
to maintain a houſehold of fifty ſervants, and fix 
their wages, before I had offered my rent-roll upi 
oath to the legiſlators. 
To return from digreſſing: I am told one e ſcheme 
for raiſing a fund to pay the intereſt 'of our national 
debt, is, by a farther duty of forty ſhillings a ton 
upon wine. Some gentlemen would carry this 
matter much farther, by railing it to twelve pounds; 
which, in a manner, would amount to a prohibition; 
thus weakly arguing from the practice of England. 
I have often taken notice, both in print and in 
diſcourſe, that there is no topick ſo fallacious, eithe! 


in talk or in writing, as to argue how we ought te 
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act in Ireland, from the example of England, Hol- 
land, France, or any other country, Khold mnabl- 
tants are allowed the common rights and liberties 
of human kind. I could undertake to name fix or 
ſeven of the moſt uncontroled maxims in govern- 
ment, which are utterly falſe in this king Fl | 
As to the additional duty on wine, L think any 
perſon may deliver his opinion upon it, until it 
ſhall have paſſed into a law ; and, till then, I de- 
clare mine to be poſitively againſt! = 
Firſt, Becauſe there is no nation ye et knov- n, in 
either hemiſphere, where the people of all condi- 
tions are more in want of ſome cordial, to keep up 
their ſpirits, than in this of ours. I am not in jeſt; 
and if the fact will not be allow ed me, 1 hall not 
argue it. OT 
Secondly, It is too well gene erally known, 
that this tax of forty. ſhillings additional on every 
ton of wine, (which will be double at leaſt to the 
home-conſumer) will increaſe equal! y every new 
ſeſſion of parliament, until perhaps it comes to 
twelve pounds. 

Thirdly, Becauſe, as the merchants in ifo FIN me, 
| and as I have known many the like ances in 
England, this additional tax will more e pbabt, 
leſſen this branch of the revenue, than increaſe it. 
| And therefore Sir John Stanley, a commiſſioner of 
the cuſtoms in England, uſed to ſay, That the houſe 
*of commons were generally miſtaken in matters 
* of trade, by an erroneous opinion that two and 
* two make four.” Thus, if you ſhould lay an 
additional duty of one penny a pound on raiſins. 


Yor, IX. B b or 
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or ſugar, the revenue, inſtead of riſing, would cer. 
tainly fink ; and the conſequence would only be, to 
leſſen the number of plum-puddings, and ruin the 
confectioner. 


Fourthly, I am likewiſe aſſured by merchants, 
chat upon this additional forty ſhillings, the French 


will at leaſt equally raiſe their duties 2 all com. 
modities we export thither. 
Pifthly, if an original extract of the exportz 
and imports be true, we have been gainers, upon the 
balance, by our trade with France for ſeveral years 
| paſt; and, although our gain amounts to no great 
ſum, we ought to be ſatisfied, ſince we are no bo- 
ſers, with the only conſolation. we are capable of 
receiving. 
Lay, = worſt e is behind. IE u we 
raiſe the duty on wine to a conſiderable height, we 
loſe the only hold we have of keeping among us 
the few gentlemen of any tolerable eſtates. Ian 
confident, there is hardly a gentleman of eight 
hundred pounds a year and upwards, in this kings 
dom, who would balance half an hour to conſider 
whether he ſhould live here, or in England, if 2 
family could be as cheaply maintained in the one 2 
the other. As to eatables, they are as cheap in 
many fine counties of England, as in ſome very in- 
different ones here; or, if there be any differ- 


ence, that vein of thrift, and prudence 1 in cono- i 


my, which paſſes there without reproach, (and 


chiefly in London itfelf ) would amply make up 


the difference, But the article of French wine 1 
hardly tolerable, in any degree of plenty, t9 : 


mid- 
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middling fortune: and this it is, which by grow. 
ing habitual, wholly turns the ſcale with thoſe few 


landed men, diſengaged from employments, who 


content themſelves to live hoſpitably, with plenty 
of good wine in their own country, rather than in 


penury and obſcurity in another, with bad, or with 


none at all. 


Having therefore, as far as in me lies, aboliſhed : 


this additional duty upon wine ; for I am not under 


the leaſt concern about paying the intereſt of the 
national debt, but leave it, as in loyalty bound, 


the 


wholly to the wiſdom gf 
commons; I come now to conſider, by what me- 


thods, we may be able to put off and delay 8 our ut- 


ter undoing, as long as 10 is poſſible. 


I never have diſcourſed 1 with any reaſonab% e man 
upon the ſubject, who did not allow that there was 


no remedy left us, but to leflen the importation of 
all unneceſſary commodities, as much as it was poſ- 

ible ; and likewiſe either to pertuade our abſentees 
to ſpend their money at home, which is impoſſible ; 
or tax them at five ſhillines in the pound during 
their abſence, with ſuch allowances, upon necef- 


fary occaſions, as ſhall be thought convenient; or, 


by permitting us a free trade, ech 13 deni. d to 


no other nation upon earth. The three laſt me- 
thods are treated by Mr. Prior, in his moſt uletul 


treatiſe, added to his liſt of . 


It is to gratify the vanity and pride and luxury 
of the women, and of the young fops who admire 


them, that we owe this inſupportable g grievance, of 
bringing 1 in the inſtruments of our ruin, There is. 


B b 2 an- 


he honoaral ble houſe of 5 
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annually brought over to this kingdom, near nine- 


ty thouſand pounds worth of uk, whereof the 


greater part is ma anufactured. Thirty thouſand 


pounds more, expended in muflin, holland, cam. 


brick, and callico. What the price of lace amounts 


to, is not eaſy to be collected from the cuſtom-houſe 


book, being a kind of goods that takes up little 


room, and is eaſily run; but, conſidering the pro- 


digious price of a woman's head-dreſs, at ten, 
twelve, twenty pounds a yard, mult be very great, | 
The tea, rated at ſeven ſhillings per pound, comes 
to near twelve thouſand pounds; but, conſider! ing 


it as the common luxury of every chamber-ma i 


i ſemſtreſs, and tradeſman's wife, both in town and 
country, however they come by it, muſt needs coſt 
the kingdom double that ſum. Coffee is ſomewhat 

above ſeven thoufand pounds. have ſeen no ac- | 


count of chocolate, and ſome other Indian « or A- 
merican goods. The drapery imported is about 
four and twenty thoufind pounds. The whole 
amounts (With One Or two other particulars) to one 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds. The laxYhing 7 

of all which INONEY 1 is juſt as prudent and neceſſary, 


as to ſee a man in an embroidered coat, begging out 


of Neweate 1 in an old ſhoe. 


: allow that the thrown and raw alk 18 Ie {5 per- 


nicious; becauſe WC have ſome ſhare in the manu- 
facture: but we are not now in circumſtances to 
trifle. It coſts us above forty thouſand pounds 4 
year; and if the ladies, till better times, will not 
be content to go in their own 857 ſhifts, I wat! 
they may go in rags. Let them vie with each 


other 
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other in the fineneſs of their native linen: their 
beauty and gentleneſs will as well appear, as if they 
were covered over with diamonds and brocade. Y 
I believe no man is ſo weak, as to hope or expect = 
that ſuch a reformation can be brought about by a 
law. But a thorough hearty unanimous vote, in 
both houſes of parliament, might perhaps anſwer 
as well: every ſenator, noble or plebeian, giving 
his honour, „That neither himſelf, nor any of 
« his family, would in their dreſs or furniture of 
their houſes, make uſe of any thing except what 
© was of the growth and manufacture of this king- 
dom; and that they would uſe the utmoſt of 
« their power, influence and credit, to prevail on 


« their tenants, ce pen and friends, to follow | 
0 their eee 


1 . 


A 
1 4-2 
e b 
ARcHBIsHOP of DPU BEIN. ; 
Concerning the WR E N 5 
My Loxp, 


H E Corporation of Werders in the Woollen 
manufacture, who have ſo often attended 


pour grace, and called upon me with their ſchemes 


and propoſals, were with me on Thurſday laſt; 
when he who ſpoke for the reſt, and in the name 
of his abſent brethren, faid, It was the opinion 
< of the whole body, that if ſomewhat were writ- | 
ce ten at this time, by an able hand, to perſuade the 
people of this kingdom to wear their own wol- 
« Jen manufactures, it might be of good uſe to 
the nation in general, and preſerve many hun- 
« dreds of their trade from ſtarving.” To which! 
an ſwered, . That it was hard for any man of com- 
=-*. mon f pirit, to turn his thoughts to ſuch ſpecula- 
6 tions, Without diſcovering a reſentment, Which 
FE: people are too delicate to bear.” For I will not 
deny to your grace, that J cannot reflect on the ſin- 
gular condition of this country, different from all 
others upon the face of the earth, without ſome e 
motion; and without often examining, as J pais 


E Dr, Willlam King, 7775 
\ the 
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the ſtreets, whether thoſe animals which come in 
my way, with two legs and human faces, clad and 


erect, be of the farms ſpecies, with what I have 
ſeen very like them in England as to the outward 


ſhape, but differing, in their notions, natures, and 


intellectuals, more than any two kinds of . 
2 foreſt; which any man of common prudence 


would immediately diſcover, by perſuading them to 
define what they mean by law, liberty, Property, 


courage, reaſon, loyalty, or religion. 
One thing, my lord, I am very confident of, . 
that if God Almighty, for our fins, would moſt 
juſtly ſend us a peſtilence, whoever ſhould dare to 
diſcover his grief 1 in public for ſuch a viſitation, 
would certainly be cenſured for diſaffection to the 


government: for I ſolemnly profeſs, that I do not 


| know one calamity we have undergone theſe many 


years, which any man, whoſe opinions were not in 
faſhion, dared to lament, without being openly 


charged with that imputatto: 1. And this is the 


harder, becauſe although a mother, when ſhe has 
corrected her child; may ſometimes force it to kits 


the rod, yet ſhe will never give that power to the 


footboy or the {cullion. 


My lord, there are two things for the people of 1 
this kingdom to conſider : firſt, their preſent evil 


condition ; and, ſecondly, what can be done 1 in ſome 
degree to W . 

I ſhall not enter into a a particular deſcription of 
our preſent miſery: it has been already done in ſe- 


veral papers, and very fully in one entitled, A 
3 hort View of the State of Ireland.” It will be 


B b 4 enough 
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enough to mention the entire want of trade, the 
navigation- act executed with the utmoſt rigour, the 
remiſſion of a million every year to England, the 
ruinous importation of foreign luxury and vanity, 
the oppreſſion of landlords, and diſcouragement of 
agriculture. . : 
Now all theſe evils are without the poſhibility of 
a cure, exccpt that of 1importations ; and to tence 
againſt ruinous folly, will be nes in our power, 
in ſpite of the diſcourageme nts, mor tifications, con- 
5 tempt, hatred, and oppreſſio on; we labour under: 


but our trade will never mend, the navigat tion-act 


never be ſoftened, our abſentees never return, our 
endleſs ſoreign payments never be leſſ ened, our own 
e never be leſs exacting. 

AP other ſchemes for preferving this kingdom 
"ron 1 utter ruin, are idle and vitionary ; conſe- 
Seats drawn from wrong reaſoning, and from 
general topicks, which, = the fame cauſes that 
they may be true in all nations, are certainly falk 
in ours; as ] have told the publick often n 
but with as little effect, as what I ſhall on at pre- 

tent 3 is likcly to produce. 

IJ am weary of fo many abortive projects f for the 
advancement of trade of fo many crude propoſals, 
in letters ſent me from unknown hands; of ſo ma- 
Ny contradictory ſpeculations, about ra Ang gor fink- 

ing the value of gold and filver : I am 901 in the 
leaſt ſorry to hear of the great numbers going to 
America, although very 3 for the cauſes that 
drive them from us, ſince the uncontroled maxim. 
£ That people are the riches of a nation, 1s no 
| MAXIM 
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maxim here under our circumſtances. We have 
neither manufactures to employ them about, 1 nor r food j 
to ſupport them. 

If a private gentleman' s income be ſunk irre- 
trievably for ever, from a hundred pounds to fifty, 
and he has no other method to ſupply the defici- 

ency; I deſire to know, my lord, whether ſuch a 
perſon has any other courſe to take, than to ſink 
half his expences in every article of @conomy, to 
fave himſelf from ruin and a gaol. Is not this 
more than doubly the caſe of Ireland, where the 
want of money, the irretrievable ruin of trade, 


with the other evils above-mentioned, and many : 


more too well known and felt, and too numerous 


or invidious to be related, have been gradually fink- 


ing us, for above a dozen years patt, toa degree, 
that we are at leaſt by two thirds in a worſe condi- 


tion, than was ever known ſince the Revolution? 
| Therefore, inſtead of dreams and projects for the 
advancing of trade, we have nothing left but to find 


out ſome expedicnt, whereby we may reduce our 


| expences to our incomes. 


Yet this procedure, allowed & neceſſary in all 


| private families, and in its own nature ſo eaſy to be 


| put in practice, may meet with ſtrong oppoſition, 
| by the cowardly flayiſh indulgence of the men, to 


the intolerable pride, arrogance, vanity, and lux- 


ury of the women; who, ſtrictly adhering to the 
rules of modern education, ſeem to employ their 
| Whole ſtock of invention in contriving new arts of 


profuſion, faſter than the moſt parſimonious huſ- 


band can afford: and, to compaſs this work the 


More 
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more effectually, their univerſal maxim is, To de. 


piſe and deteſt every thing of the growth of thei, 
own country, and moſt to value whatever come; 
from the very remoteſt parts of the globe. 
am convinced, that if the virtuoſi could once find 
out a world in the Moon, with a paſſage to it, our 
women would wear nothing but what came ie direQly 
from thence. 
The prime coſt of wine yearly imported to Ire. 
land, is valued at thirty thouſand pounds; and the 
tea (including coffee and chocolate) at five times 
that ſum. The lace, ſilks, callicoes, and all other 


unneceſſary ornaments for women, including Eng- 


lich cloths and ſtuffs, added to the former articles, 
make up (to compute grolly) about four hundred 
thouſand pounds. 

Now if we ſhould allow the Aire thongs 
pounds wherein the women have their ſhare, and 
which is all we have to comfort us, and deduct {- 
venty thouſand pounds more for over- reaching, 
there would ſtill remain three hundred ee 
pounds annually ſpent, for unwholeſome drugs and 
unneceſſary finery : which prodigious ſum —_ 
be wholly ſaved, and many thouſands of our miſer- 
able ſhop-keepers and manufacturers comfortably 


ſupported. 
Let ſpeculative people buſy their brains as much 


as they pleaſe, there is no other way to prevent this | 


: kingdom from ſinking for ever, than by utterly re- 
nouncing all foreign dreſs and luxury. 
It is abſoluteiy ſo in fact, that every huſband of 


any fortune in the kingdom, is nouriſhing a poi- 
ſonous 


And] 
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nous devouring ſerpent in his boſom, with all 
the miſchief, but with none of its wiſdom. 

If all the women were clad with the growth of 
their own country, they might ſtill vie with each 
other in the courſe of foppery ; and ſtill have 
om left to vie with each other, and equally 
ſhew their wit and judgment, in deciding upon 
the variety of Iriſh ſtuffs. And if they could be 
contented with their native wholeſome flops for 
breakfaſt, we ſhould hear no more of the ſpleen, 
hyſtericks, colicks, palpitations, and aſthmas. 


y They might ſtill be allowed to ruin each other 
; ind their huſbands at play, becauſe the money 

5 loft would only circulate among ourſelves. 

a My lord, I freely own it a wild imagination, 
that any words will cure the ſottiſhneſs of men, 
0 or the vanity of women : but the kingdom is ina 
0 fair way of producing the moſt effectual remedy, 
2 when there will not be money left for the com- 
>» WH non courſe of buying and ſelling the very neceſſaries 

' Wl & life in our markets, unleſs we abſolutely change 
i the whole method of our proceedings. 
ld 


The corporation of weavers in woollen and lk, 


who have ſo frequently offered propoſals both to 


generation of men that I have known. About a 
| month ago, they attended your grace, when I had 
the honour to be with you; and deſigned me the 
| ame favour. They deſired you would recommend 
to your clergy to wear gowns of Iriſh ſtuffs, which 
might probably How the example among all their 


WL" ' brethren 


your grace and to me, are the hotteſt and coldeſt 
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brethren in the kingdom; and, perhaps, amon 1 
the lawyers and gentlemen of the univerſity, 3 man 
among the citizens of thoſe corporations WH . tice 
pear in gowyns on ſolemn occaſions. I then Gt Th: 
- tioned a kind of ſtuff, not above eight pence a yard, bon 
which I heard had been contrived by ſome of the a7 
trade, and was very convenient. I deſired the 228 
would prepare ſome of that, or any ſort of Ts bee. 
ſtuff, on a certain day, when your grace would chil 
appoint as many clergymen as could readily 50 mig 
found to meet at your palace, and there give their ay 
opinions; and that your grace's viſitation approach- thou 
ing, you could then have the beſt opportunity of ber 
ſeeing what could be done in a matter of ſuch 2 
conſequence, | as they ſeemed to think, to the perl 
woollen manufacture. But, inſtead of attending ah 
as was expected, they came to me a fornight iſe 28 
with a new propoſal that, ſomething ſhould be Far 
written, by an acceptable and able hand, to pro- hs 
mote in general the wearing of home manutac- 255 
tures; and their civilities would fix that work he 
upon me. I aſked if they had prepare 1 +4. 3 
ſtuffs, as they had promiſed, and your grace ex- , ; £ 
pected ; but they had not made the leaſt ſtep —_ 
the matter, 5 , as If appears, "Jhought of it Pc 
more. | cla 
I did, ſome. years ago, propoſe to the maſters King 
and principal dealers in the home manufactures of iis 
ſilk and wool, that they ſhould meet together; 1 
and after mature conſideration, publiſh advertiſe neig 
ments to the following purpoſe. a ; 


= That 
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That in order to encourage the wearing of Iriſh 

manufactures in filk and wocllen, they gave no- 
ice to the nobility and gentry of the kingdom, 
That they, the under- ſigned, would enter into 
bonds, for themſelves ad for each other, to {ell 
me ſeveral ſorts of ſtuffs, cloths, and filks, made 
to the beſt perfection they were able, for certain 
fred prices; and in ſuch a manner, that if a 
child were ſent to any of their ſhops, the buyer 
might be ſecure of the value and goodneſs, and 
meaſure of the ware: and, leſt this might be 
mought to look like a monopoly, any other mem 
ber of the trade might be admitted, upon ſuch 
conditions as ſhould be agreed on. And if any 
perſon whatſoever ſhould. complain that he was 
ll-uſed, in the value and goodneſs of what he 
bought, the matter ſhould be examined, the perſon ; 
red be fully ſatisfied by the whole corporation 
without delay, and the diſhoneſt ſeller be ſtruck. 
out of the ſociety, unleſs it appeared evidently that 
the failure proceeded only from miſtake. : 
| The mortal danger is, that if theic dealers could N 
prevail, by the goodneſs and cheapneſs of their 
doths and ſtuffs, togive a turn to the principal peo- 
ple of Ireland in favour of their goods; they would 
cclapſe into the knaviſh practice, peculiar to this 
kingdom, Which is apt to run e all trades, 
ven ſo low as a common ale: ſelle 5 BY as ſoon 
as he gets a vogue for his liquor, 3 outſells his 
neighbours, think s his credit will put off the worſt 
he can buy, till his cuſtomers will come no more. 
Thus I have known at London, in a general 


Mourne 
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mourning, the drapers die black all thei old 


damaged goods, and ſell them at double rates; 
then complain, and petition the court, that they 


are ready to ſtarve by the continuance of 8 


mourning. 

Therefore, I "ny thoſe Srincipat x weavers, who 
would enter into ſuch a compact as I have men- 
tioned, muſt give ſufficient ſecurity againſt all 
ſuch practices: for, if once the women can per- 


ſüuade their huſbands that foreign goods, beſide the 


5 finery, will be as cheap, and do more ſervice, our 
laſt ſtate will be worſe than the firſt. 
J do not here pretend to digeſt perfectly the 


1 8 method; by which theſe principal ſhopkeepers 
hall proceed, in ſuch a propoſal: but my mean- 


ing is clear enough, and cannot reaſonably be 
objected againſt. 7 


We have ſeen what a deſtructive loſs the king 
dom received, by the deteſtable fraud of the 


8 merchants, or northern linen-weavers, or both; 


notwithſtanding all the care of the governors at 

that board, when we had an offer of commerce 

with the Spaniards for our linen, to the value, as 
l am told, of thirty thouſand pounds a year. But, 
while we deal like pedlars, we ſhall practiſe like 
pedlars, and facrifice all honeſty to the TE 
urging advantage. 


What I have ſaid may 1 as an al er to the 


deſire made me by the corporation of weavers, that 
I would offer my notions to the publick. As to 
any thing farther, let them apply themſelves to 


the parliament in their next ſeſſion. Let them 
pres 


\ 
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revail on the houſe of commons to grant one 
very reaſonable requeſt and I ſhall think there is 
{ill ſome ſpirit left in the nation, when I read a 
vote to this purpoſe : © Reſolved, zemine contra- 


« dicente, That this houſe will, for the fu- 


c © ture, wear no cloths but ſuch as are made f 
« Iriſh growth, or of Iriſh manufacture, nor will 

e permit their wives or children to wear any other; 

; * and that they will, to the utmoſt, endeavour to 

E « prevail with their friends, relations, dependents, 
and tenants, to follow their example.” And if, 
at the ſame time, they could baniſh tea and 
e coffee, and chinaware, out of their families, and 
8 force their wives to chat their ſcandal over an in- 

- WH fuſion of ſage, or other wholeſome domeſtic vege- 


Ys tables, we might poſſibly be able to ſubſiſt, and 


pay our abſentecs, penſioners, generals, civil officers, 


g appeals, colliers, temporary travellers, ſtudents, 
he ſchool- boys, ſplenetic viſitors of Bath, Tunbridge, 
n; and Epſom, with all other ſmaller drains, by ſend- 
at ing our crude unwrought goods to England, and 
rce receiving from thence, and all other countries, 
nothing Za what is fully manufactured, and 
ut, keep a few potatoes and oatmeal for our own 


ike Pal 

I have been for a dozen years paſt wiſely prog- 

| noſticating the preſent condition of this kingdom; 

which any human creature of common ſenſe. 
that I could foretel, with as little ſagacity as myſelf. 
to My meaning is, that a conſumptive body muſt. 
needs die, which has ſpent all its ſpirits, and 
| Iecerved no nouriſhment. Yet I am often tempted 
to 


to pity, when I hear the poor farmer and cot- 
tager lamenting the hardneſs of the times, and 
imputing them either to one or two ill ſeaſons, 
which better climates than ours are more expoled 
to; or to ſcarcity of ſilver, which, to a nation of 
liberty, would only be a light and temporary 1 in- 
convenience, to be removed at a month's warning. 


ANSWER 


TO SEVERAL 
L D T T E R 8 from unknown Pansoxs. 
Written in MDCOXXIX. 


GENTLEMEN, 


AM inclined to think that I reccived a letter 
from you two * laſt ſummer, directed to Dub- 
lin, while I was in the country, whither it was 
ſent me: and I ordered an anſwer to it to be 
printed ; but, it ſeems, it had little effect, and I 
ſuppoſe this will have not much more. But the 
heart of this people is waxed groſs, and their 

ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have 
cloſed. And, gentlemen, I am to tell you another 
taing ; that the world is too regardleſs of what we 
write for the public good : that after we have 
delivered our thoughts, without any proſpect of 
advantage, or of reputation, which latter is not to 
be had but by ſubſcribing our names, we cannot 
prevail upon a printer to be at the charge of ſend- 
ing it into the world, unleſs we will be at all 
or half the expence: and although we are will- 
ing enough to beſtow our labours, we think it 
unreaſonable to be out of pocket; becauſe it pro- 
bably may not conſiſt with the fituation of our 
affairs. | 


J do very PREY approve. your good intentions, 


and in a great meaſure, your manner of declaring 


* Trueman and Lay field. 


Vol. IX: 0 c them ; 
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them ; and I do imagine you intended that the 
world ſhould not only know your ſentiments, but 
my anſwer, which I ſhall imparially give. 
That great prelate, in whoſe cover you directed 
your letter, ſent it to me this morning ; and T be- 
gin my anſwer to- night, not knowing What inter- 
ruption THF meet with. 

I have ordered your letter to be printed, as it 
ought. to be, along with my anſwer ; becauſe I con- 
ceive, it will be more cy and inf forming to 
the kingdom. 5 
13 ſhall therefore now £0 0 on to 2 answer your letter 
in all manner of Fhneenty. :- 

Although your letter be directed to me, yet! 

take myſelf to be only an imaginary perſon : : for, 
although I e L had formerly one from you, 
yet I never anſw ered it otherwiſe than in an 

neither was I at a loſs to know the rcaſons why fo 
many people of this kingdom were tranſporting 
themſelves to America. And if this encourage- 
ment were owing toa pamphlet written, giving an | 
account of the country of Pennſylvania, to tem Pt 
people to go thither ; I do declare, that thoſe who 
were tempted, by fk a narrative, to ſuch a jour- 
ney, were fools, and the author a moſt impudent 
| knave ; at leaſt, if it be the ſame pamphlet I faw 
| when it frit Cane out, which f 18 above EWwenty-1v0 
years ago, dedicated to William Penn (whom by a 
ind you call Sir William Penn) and ſtyling him 
by authority of the ſcripture Moſt noble governor. 
For I was very wel! acquainted with < and 
did, fome years are T, talk with him upon that 


pamphlet, 


a \/ Sd 
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pamphlet, and the impudence of the author, who 


ſpoke ſo many things in praiſe of the foil and cli- 


mate, which Penn himſelf did abſolutely contradict. 
For he did aſſure me, That this country wanted 
« the ſhelter of mountains, Which left it open to 


« the Northern winds from Hudſon's Bay, and the 


« Frozen Sea, which deſtroyed all plantations of 
« trees, and was even pernicious to all common ve- 

« octables.” - But, indeed, New York, Virginia, 
and other parts leſs Northward, or more defended 


by mountains, are deſcribed as excellent countries; 


but, upon what conditions of advantage foreigners 
go thither, Jam yet to ſeek. 

What evils our people avoid by running from 
hence, is eaſter to be determined. They conceive 
themſelves to live under the tyranny of moſt cruel 
exacting landlords, who have no view farther than 


encreaſing their rent-rolis. Secondly, You com- 


plain of the want of trade, whereof you ſeem not 
to know the reaſon. Thirdly, You lament moſt 
juſtly the money ſpent by abſentees in England. 
Fourthly, You complain that your linen manufac- 
ture declines. Fifthly, that your tithe- collectors 
oppreſs you. Sixthly, That your children have no 
hopes of preferment i in the church, the revenue, or 
the army; to which you might have added the law, 
and all civil employments whatſoever. Seventhly, 
You are undone for want of ſilver, 2 V. ant all 
other money. Ge 
I could cafily add ſome other motives, which, to 
men of ſpirit, who deſire and expect, and think 
they deſerve the common privileges of human na- 
„„ 8 
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ture, would be of more force than any you haye 
yet named, to drive them out of this kingdom, 
But, as theſe ſpeculations may probably not much 
affect the brains of your. people, I ſhall chooſe to 
let them paſs unmentioned. Yet, 1 cannot but ob- 


ſerve, that my very good and virtuous friend, his | 
excellency Burnet * (O. ſili, nec tali indigue parente!) 


has not hitherto been able to perſuade his vaſſals, by 
his oratory in the ſtyle of a command, to ſettle a 
revenue on his vice- -royal perſon. I have been like- 
wiſe aſſured, that in one of thoſe colonies on the 
continent, which nature has ſo far favoured, as (by 
the induſtry of the inhabitants) to produce a great 
quantity of excellent rice, the ſtubborn people, who, 
having been told that the world was wide, took it 


into their heads that they might ſell their own rice 


at whatever foreign market they pleaſed, and ſeem, 
by their practice, very unwilling to quit that opi- 
nion. 

Aut, to return to my ſubject: 1 muſt confels to 
you both, that if one reaſon of your peoples de- 
ſerting us, be, the deſpair of things growing bet- 
ter in their own country, I have not one ſyllable to 
anſwer ; - becauſe that would be to hope for what 1s 
impoſlible ; and ſo I have been telling the publick 
theſe ten years. For there are three events which 
muſt precede any ſach blefling : Firſt, A liberty 
of trade; ſecondly, A ſhare of preferments in all 
kinds, equal to the Britiſh natives; and thirdly, A 
return of thoſe abſentecs, who take yay. almo! 


| „ Son to the Biſhop of Saliſbury. 


' 
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one Half of the kingdom's revenue. As to the 
ürſt and ſecond, there is nothing left us but deſ- 
pair; and for the third, it will never happen till 


the kingdom has no money to ſend them, for which, 
in my own particular, I ſhall not be ſorry. 


The exaction of landlords has indeed been a 
grievance of above twenty years ſanding. But, as 
to what you object about the ſevere clauſes relating 
to the improvement, the fault lies wholly on the 
other fide : for, the landlords, either by their ig- 
norance, or greedineſs of. making large rent-rolls, 
have performed this matter ſo il, as we ſee by ex- 
perience, that there is not one tenant in five hun- 
dred, who has made any improvement worth men- 
tioning : for which I appeal to any man who rides | 
through the kingdom, where little is to be found 
among the tenants but beggary and deſolation; 
the cabbins of the Scotch themſelves, in Ulſter, be- 
ing as dirty and miſerable as thoſe of the wildeſt 
Iriſh. Whercas good firm penal clauſes for im- 
provement, with a tolcrable eafy rent, and a reaſon= 
| able period of time, would, in twenty years, have 

increaſed the rents of Ireland at leaſt a third part 
in the intrinſic value. 


Iam glad to hear you ſpeak with ſome decency 
of the 3 and to impute the exactions you la- 
ment to the managers or farmers of the tithes. But 
you entirely . the fact: for 1 deſy the moſt 
wicked, and moſt powerful clergyman in the king- 
dom, to oppreſs the meaneſt farmer in the pariſn; 
and 1 defy the lame clergyman to prevent himſelf 
— 3 1 
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from being cheated by the ſame farmer, whenever 
that farmer ſhall be diſpoſed to be knaviſh or peeviſh. 
For, although the Ulſter tithing-teller is more ad- 
vantageous to the clergy, than any other in the 


kingdom, yet the miniſter can demand no more | 
than his tenth; and where the corn much exceed; 


the ſmall tithes, as, except in ſome diſtricts, I am 
told it always does, he is at the mercy of every 
ſtubborn farmer, eſpecially of thoſe, whoſe ſect 2 


well as intereſt, incline them to oppoſition.  How- 


ever, I take it that your people bent for America, 
do not ſhew the beſt fide of their prudence, in 
” making this, one part of their complaint : yet, they 
are ſo far wiſe, as not to make the payment of tithes 
a ſcruple of conſcience, which is too groſs for any 


5 Proteſtant Diſſenter, except a Quaker, to pretend. 


But do your people indeed think, that if tithes were 
aboliſhed, or delivered into the hands of the land- 
lord, after the bleſſed manner in the Scoth ſpiritual 
economy, the tenant would fit eaſier in his rent 

under the fame perſon, who muſt be lord of the 
foil and of the tithe together ? 


I am ready enough to grant, that the oppreſſion 
of landlords, the utter ruin of trade, with its ne- 
ceſſary conſequences, the want of money, half the 


revenues of the kingdom ſpent abroad, the conti- 
nued dearth of three years, and the ſtrong deluſion 
in your people by falſe allurement from America, 
may be the chief motives of their eagerneſs after 
ſuch an expedition. But, there is likewiſe another 
temptation, which is not of inconfiderable weight; 
which is, their itch of _ in a country where 

their 
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their ſect is predominant, and where their eyes and 
conſciences will not be offended by the ſtumbling- 
block of ceremonies, habits, and ſpiritual titles. 
But I was ſurprized to find that thoſe calamities, 

whereof we are innocent, have been ſufficient to 
drive many families out of their country, who had 
no reaſon to complain of oppreſſive landlords. For, 
while I was laſt year in the Northern parts a per- 
ſon of quality, whoſe eſtate was let above twenty 
years ago, and then at a very reaſonable rent, ſome 
for leaſes of lives, and ſome perpetuities, did, in a 
few months, purchaſe eleven of thoſe leaſes at a 
very inconſiderable price, although they were two 
years ago reckoned to pay but half value. Whence 


it is manifeſt that our preſent miſerable condition, 


and the diſmal proſpect of worſe, with other rea- 
ſons above aſſigned, are ſufficient to put men upon 
trying this deſperate experiment, of changing the 
ſcene they are in, although landlords ſhould, _by's a 
miracle, become leſs inhuman, _ 

There is hardly a ſcheme propoſed for i Improving 
the trade of this kingdom, which does not mani- 
feſtly ſhew the ſtupidity and ignorance of the pro- 
poſer : and I laugh with contempt at thoſe weak 
wiſe heads, who proceed upon general maxims, or 
adviſe us to follow the examples of Holland and 
England. Theſe empiricks talk by rote, without 
underſtanding the conſtitution of the kingdom : as 
if a deins, knowing that exerciſo contributed 
much to health, ſhould preſcribe to his patient un- 
der a ſevere fit of the gout, to walk ten miles cyery 


morning. The directions for Ireland are very ſnort 
5 7 4 | | ; and 
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and plain; to encourage agriculture and homes con- 
ſumption, and utterly diſcard all importations which 
are not abſolutely neceſſary for health or life. And 
how ſew neceſſaries, conveniencies, or even comforts | 
of life, are denied us by nature, or not to be at- 
tained by labour and induſtry! Are thoſe deteſt. 
able extravagancies of Flanders-lace, Engliſh- cloths 
made of our own wool, and other goods, Italian or 
Indian filks, tea, coffee, chocolate, china-ware, and 


that profuſion of wines, by the knavery of mer- | 
chants growing dearer every ſeaſon, with a hundred | 
unneceffary fopperies, better known to others than 
me; are theſe, I ſay, fit for us, any more than for | 

the beggar who could not eat his veal without oran- | 
ges Is it not the higheſt indignity to human nature, 
that men ſhould be ſuch poltroons, as to ſuffer the 
kingdom and themſelves to be undone, by the va- 
. nity, the folly, the pride, and wantonneſs of their 
wives ; who, under their preſent corruptions, ſeem 
to be a kind of animal ſuffered, for our ſins, to be 
ſent into the world for the deſtruction of families, 
ſocieties, and kingdoms; and whoſe whole {ſtudy 
ſeems directed to be as expenſive as they poſſibly 
Can, in every uſeleſs article of living ; who, by long 
practice, can reconcile the moſt pernicious foreign 
drugs to their health and pleaſure, provided they are 
but expenſive, as ſtarlings grow fat with henbane; 
: who contract a robuſtneſs by mere practice of ſloth 
and luxury; ; who can play deep ſeveral hours aſter 
midnight, fleep beyond noon, revel upon Indian 
poiſons, and ſpend the revenues of a moderate family, 


to adorn a nauſcous, unwholeſome living carcaſe 
1 | | | Le 4 
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Let thoſe few who are not concerned i in any part of 
this accuſation, ſuppoſe it unſaid; let the reſt take 


it among them. Gracious God, in his mercy, look 
down upon a nation fo ſhamefully beſotted! 


If I am poſſeſſed of a hundred pounds a year, and 


by ſome misfortune it ſinks to fifty, without a poſſi- 
bility of ever being retrieved ; does it remain a queſ- 


tion, in ſuch an exigency, what I am to do? mult 
not I retrench one half in every article of expence ? 
or retire to ſome cheap, diſtant part of the 3 


where neceſſaries are at half value? 


Is there any mortal who can ſhew me, under the 


circumſtances we ſtand with our neighbours, under 


their inclinations towards us, under laws never to 
be repealed, under the deſolation cauſed by abſentees, 


under many other circumſtances not to be mentioned, 


that this kingdom can ever be a nation of trade, or 
ſubſiſt by any other method than that of a reduced 
family, by the utmoſt parſimony, in the manner T 


have already preſcribed ? * 


I am tired with letters from many unreaſonable 


well-meaning people, who are daily prefſing me to 


deliver my thoughts in this deplorable juncture; 
which, upon many others, I have fo often done in 
vain, What will it import, that half a ſcore people 
in a coffee- houſe, may happen to read this paper, 
and even the majority of thoſe few, differ in every 
ſentiment from me ? If the farmer be not allowed 
to ſow his corn, if half the little money among us 
be ſent to pay rents to Iriſh abſentees, and the reſt 
| for go luxury and dreſs for the women, what 


will 
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will our charitable diſpoſitions avail, when there is | 
nothing left to be given? when, contrary to all 
cuſtom and example, all neceſſaries of life are ſo 
exorbitant, when money of all kinds was neyer 
known to be ſo ſcarce; ſo that gentlemen of no 
contemptible eſtates, are forced to retrench in every 
article (except what relates to their wives) without 
: being able to ſhew any bounty to the poor ? 


T 


AN 


ANSWER 


TO SEVERAL 
TT EA 
Sent me from unknown HAN Ds. 

. Written in Abee nir. 


A M very well pleaſed with ths good opinion 


in my power to anſwer your expectations, for the 
ſervice of my country. I have carefully read your 
ſeveral ſchemes and propoſals, which you think 
ſhould be offered to the parliament. In anſwer, I 
will aſſure you, that in another place, I have known 
rery good propoſals rejected with contempt by pub- 
lic aſſemblies, merely becauſe they were offered 


you expreſs of me; and wiſh it were any way 


from without-doors ; and yours perhaps might have _ 


the ſame fate, eſpecially if handed to the publick by 
me, who am not acquainted with three members, 
nor have the leaſt intereſt with one. My printers 
have been twice proſecuted, to my great expence, 
on account of diſcourſes I writ for the public ſer- 
vice, without the leaſt reflection on parties or per- 
ſons; and the ſucceſs I had in thoſe of the Drapier, 
was not owing to my abilities, but to a lucky junc- 
ture, when the fuel was ready for the firſt hand that 


would be at the pains of e it. It is true, 
both 
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both thoſe envenomed proſecutions were the works 
manſhip of a judge, who is now gone to his own 


place. But, let that be as it will, I am determined, 
| henceforth, never to be the inſtrument of leaving 
an innocent man at the mercy of that bench. 

It is certain there are ſeveral particulars relating 
to this kingdom, (LJ have mentioned a few of them 
in one of my Drapier's letters) which it were hearti- 
ly to be wiſhed that the parliament would take un- 
der their conſideration, ſuch as will no way interfere 
with England,. otherwiſe than to its advantage. 
The firſt I ſhall mention, is touched at in a let- 


ter which I received from one of you, gentlemen, 


about the highways ; which, indeed, are almoſt 
every where ſcandalouſly neglected. 
rich man in this city, a true lover and faver of his 


money, who, being poſſeſſed of ſome adjacent lands, 


has been at great charge in repairing effectually the 
roads that lead to them; and has aſſured me, that 
| his lands are thereby advanced four or five ſhillings 
an acre, by which he gets treble intereſt. But, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, all over the kingdom, the roads are 
deplorable ; and what is more particularly barbarous, 
there is no fort of proviſion made for travellers on 
foot; no, not near the city, except in a very few 
places, and in a moſt wretched manner: wheres 
the Engliſh are fo particularly careful in this point 


that you may travel there a hundred miles with lb} 


inconvenience than one mile here. But, fince this 


may be thought too great a reformation, I ſhal 


only ſpeak of roads for horſes, carriages, and cattle, 
Ireland 


I know a very 
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Ireland is; I think, computed to be one third 
(maller than England; yet, by ſome natural diſad- 
vantages, it would not bear quite the ſame propor- 
tion in value, with the ſame encouragement. How- 
ever, it has ſo happened, for many years paſt, that 
it never arrived to above one-eleventh part in point 
of riches; and of late, by the continual decreaſe of 
trade, and increaſe of abſentees, with other circum- 
N not here to be mentioned, hardly to a fifteenth 
; at leaſt, if my calculations be right, which 
#1689 are a little too favourable on our ſide. 


Now, ſuppoſing day-labour to be cheaper by one 
half here than in England, and our roads, by the 
nature of our carriages | and the deſolation of our 
country, to be not worn and beaten above one- eighth 2 
part fo much as thoſe of England, which i 1s a very 
moderate computation ; I do not ſee why the mend- 


ing of them, would be a greater burden to this 
kingdom, than to that. 


There have been, 4 believe, ty acts of par- 
lament, in fix or ſeven years of the late king, for 
mending long tracts of impaſſable ways in ſeveral 
counties of England, by erecting turnpikes, and 
recelving paſſage-money in a manner that every body 
knows. If what J have advanced be true, it would 
be hard to give a reaſon againſt the ſame practice 5 
here; ſince the neceflity is as great, the advantage, 
in proportion, perhaps much greater, the materials 
of ſtone and gravel as eaſy to be found, and the 
workmanſhip | at leaſt twice as cheap. Beſides, the 
work may be done gradually, with allowances for 


the 
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the poverty of the nation, by ſo many perch a year; 
but with a ſpecial care to encourage ſkill and dili. 
gence, and to prevent fraud in the undertakers, to 
vrhich we are too liable, and which are not always 
confined to thoſe of the meaner ſort: but againſt 
| theſe, no doubt, the wiſdom of the nation may, 
and will provide. 1 
Another evil, which, in my opinion, deſerves 
the public care, is the ill-management of the bogs; 
the neglect whereof is a much greater miſchief to 
this kingdom than moſt h ſeem | to be aware 
of. 
" "NM allowed ded: by thoſe who are erte 
| moſt ſkillful in ſuch matters, that the red ſwelling 
moſſy bog, whereof we have ſo many large tracts in 
this iſland, is not by any means to be fully reduced, 
but the ſkirts, which are covered with a green coat, 
eaſily may, being not accretion, | or annual growth 
of moſs, like the other. 
Now the landlords are generally ſo careleſs as to 


| ſaffer their tenants to cut their turf in theſe ſkirts, 


as well as the bog adjoined ; whereby there is yearly 

loſt a conſiderable quantity of land throughout the 
kingdom, never to be recovered. 

But this is not the greateſt part of the miſchief: 

for the main bog, although perhaps not reducible 

to natural ſoil; yet, by continuing large, deep, ſtraight | 

_ canals through the middle, cleaned at proper times, 

. as low as the channel or gravel, would become a ſe- 

cure ſummer paſture; the margins might, with 

great profit and ornament, be filled with quickins, 


i birch, and other trees Proper for ſuch a ſoil, and 
ie 
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the canals be convenient for water-carriage of the 


turf, which is now drawn upon fled-cars with great 
expence, difficulty, and loſs of time, by reaſon of the 
many turf-pits ſcattered irregularly through the bog, 
wherein great numbers of cattle are yearly drowned. 


And it has been, I confeſs, to me a matter of the 


oreateſt vexation, as well as wonder, to think how 
any landlord could be fo abſurd a as to ſuffer ſuch ha- 
vock to be made. 
All the acts for encouraging die of foreſt- 
trees are, I am told, extremely defective; which, 


with great ſubmiſſion, muſt have been owing to a 
defect of {kill in the contrivers of them. In this 


climate, by the continual blowing of the Weſt- 


ſouth-weſt wind, hardly any tree of value will 
come to perfection that is not planted in groves, 


except very rarely, and where there is much land- 
ſhelter. I have not, indeed, read all the acts; but 
from enquiry, I cannot learn that the olanting in 


groves is enjoined. And as to the effects of theſe 


laws, I have not ſeen the leaſt, in many hundred 
miles riding, except about a very few gentlemen's 

houſes, and even thoſe with very little {kill or ſuc- 
ceſs. In all the reſt, the hedges generally miſcarry, 
as well as the larger flender twigs planted upon the 


tops of ditches, merely for want of common Kill 


and care. 
I do not believe that a greater and quicker profit 
could be made, than by planting large groves of 


aſh, a few feet aſunder, which in ſeven years would 


make the beſt kind of hop-poles, and grow in the 


lame or leſs time, to a ſecond crop 1 from their roots. 
It 


15 oblige all the natives to {peak only Engliſh, on eve- | 


400 * ANSWER TOLETTERS 
It would likewiſe be of great uſe and beauty f in 
our deſert ſcenes, to oblige cottagers to plant aſh or 
elm before their cabbins, and round their potatoe. 
gardens, where cattle either do not or N not to 
come to deſtroy them. 
IT he common objection Do all this, win 
from the lazineſs, the perverſeneſs, or thieviſh dif- 
poſition, © of the poor native Iriſh, might be eaſily 
anſwered, by ſhewing the true reaſons for ſuch ac. 
cuſations, and 807 eaſily thoſe people may be 
brought to a Icſs ſavage manner of life: but m 
printers have already ſuffered too much for my ſpe- 
en However, ſuppoſing the fize of a na- 
tive's underſtanding juſt equal to that of a dog or a 
horſe, I "662 often ſeen thoſe two animals civilized 
To rewards, | at leaſt as much as by puniſhments. 
It would be a noble atchievement to aboliſh the 
| Triſh language in this kingdom, ſo far at leaſt as to 


ry occafion of buſineſs, in ſhops, markets, fairs, 
and other places of dealing: yet I am wholly de- 
ceived, if this might not be effectually done in let 
than half an age, and at a very trifling expence; 
for ſuch I look upon a tax to be of only fix thou- 
ſand pounds a year, to accompliſh fo great a work. 
This would, in a great meaſure civilize the moſt 
| barbarous among them, reconcile them to our cul- 
toms and manner of living, and reduce great num- 
bets to the national religion, whatever . PE may 
then happen to be eſtabliſhed. The method | 
plain and fimple ; and although I am too deſponding 
to produce it, yet 1 could heartily wiſh ſome public 

thoughts 
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thoughts were employed to reduce this uncultivated 
people from that idle, ſavage, beaſtly, thieviſh 
manner of life, in which they continue ſunk to ſuch 
a degree, that it is almoſt impoſſible for a country 
gentleman to find a ſervant of human capacity, or 
the leaſt tincture of natural honeſty, or who does 
not live among his own tenants in continual fear of 
having his plantations deſtroyed, his cattle ſtolen, 
and his goods pilfered. | 
The love, affection, or vanity of living in Eng- 
land, continuing to carry thither ſo many wealthy 
families, the conſequences thereof, together with 
the utter loſs of all trade, except what is detrimen- 
| tal, which has forced ſuch great numbers of wea.. 
vers, and others, to ſeek their bread in foreign 
| countries ; the unhappy practice of ſtocking ſuch 
rſt quantities of land with ſheep and other cattle, 
which reduces twenty families to one : theſe events, 
I ay, have exceedingly depopulated this kingdom 
tor ſeveral years paſt. I ſhould heartily wiſh, there- 
fore, under this miſerable dearth of money, that 
thoſe who are moſt concerned would think it ad- 
viſeable to ſave a hundred thouſand pounds a year, 
which is now ſent out of this kingdom, to feed us 
with corn. There is not an older or more uncontro- 
rerted maxim in the politicks of all wiſe nations, 
than that of encouraging agriculture. And there- 
fore, to what kind of wiſdom a practice ſo directly 
contrary among us may be reduced, I am by no 
means a judge. If labour and people make the true 
riches of a nation, what muſt be the iſſue, where 
Vol. IX. Dd one 
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DE part of the people are forced away, and T'the other 
part have nothing to do: 
If it ſhould be thought proper by wiſer heads, 
that his majeſty might be applied to in a national 
way, for giving the kingdom leave to coin half 
PENCE for its own uſe; I believe no good ſubject 
will be under the leaſt apprehenſion that ſuch 2 
requeſt could meet with refuſal, or the leaſt delay. 
Perhaps we are the only kingdom upon earth, or 
that ever was or will be upon earth, which did not 
enjoy that common right of civil ſociety, under the 
_ Proper inſpection of its prince or legiſlacure, to 
coin money of all uſual metals for its own occaſion, 
Every petty prince in Germany, vaſſal to the empe. 
ror, enjoys this privilege. And I have ſeen in this 
5 kingdom ſeveral filver pieces, with the inſcription 


of CIVITAS WATERFORD, DROGHEDAGH, and other 
towns. 


| 
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Of what was ſaid by 
The DEAN of Sr. PATRICK" 
To. 


The Lox Maron and ſome of the ALpzRMEN of 
; N 


When his Lordſhip came to preſent the faid Dean 
with his Freedom i ina Gold . 


H E N his lordhip had fad a few words, 
VV and preſented the inſtrument, the dean . 
2 put it back, and deſired firſt to be heard. He 
fad, * He was much obliged to his lordſhip and 
the city for the honour they were going to do 
* him; and which, as he was informed, they had 
. "ng intended him: That it was true, this ho- 
* nour was mingled with a little mortification, by 
the delay which attended it; but which, how- 
* ever, he did not impute to his lordſhip or the 
city: and that the mortification was the leſs, be- 
* cauſe he would willingly hope the delay was 
founded on a miſtake; for which opinion he 
* would tell his reaſon.” He faid, © It was well 
fc - known, that ſome time ago, a perſon with a title 
was pleaſed, in two great aſſemblies, to rattle 
bl bitterly ſomebody without a name, under the in- 
3: - „jurious 


___ * unwilling to be of that opinion, becauſe the per- 
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6 jurious appellations of a Tory, a Jacobite, an ene- 
my to king George, and a libeler of the govern. 


ment; which character, the dean ſaid, * many 
46 people thought was applied to him: bat he was 


„ ſon who had delivered thoſe abuſive words had, 
« for ſeveral years, careſſed and courted and ſolicit. 
« ed his friendſhip, more than any man in either 
6 kingdom had ever done; by inviting him to his 
„ houſe in town and country, by coming to the 
* deanry often, and calling or ſending almoſt every 
« day when the dean was ſick, with many other 
80 particulars of the ſame nature, which continued 
« even to a day or two of the time, when the faid 
K « perſon made thoſe invectives in the council and 
c houſe of lords. Therefore, that the dean would 
„ by no means think thoſe ſcurrilous words 
could be intended againſt him ; becauſe ſuch a 
* proceeding would overthrow all the principles of 
* honour, juſtice, religion, truth, and even com- 
* mon humanity. Therefore the dean will endea- 
« your to believe, that the ſaid perſon. had ſome 
other object in his thoughts; and it was only 
* the uncharitable cuſtom of the world that applied 
e this character to him. However, that he would 
* infiſt on this argument no longer: but one thing 
* he would affirm and declare, without aſſigning 
c any name or making any exception, That, who. 
4 ever either did, or does, or ſhall hereafter at any 
« time, charge him with the character of a Jaco- 
bite, an enemy to king George, or a libeler of the 


* government, the ſaid accuſation Was, is, and 
will 
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ke will be, falſe, malicious, ſlanderous, and alto- 
« oether groundleſs. And he would take the free- 
« dom to tell his lordſhip, and the reſt that ſtood 
« by, that he had done more ſervice to the Hanover 
title, and more diſſervice to the pretender's cauſe, 
« than forty thouſand of thoſe noiſy, railing, mali- 
« cious, empty zealots, to whom nature has denied 
any talent that could be of uſe to God or their 
country, and left them only the gift of reviling, 

« and ſpitting their venom, againſt all who differ 
« from them in their deſtructive principles, both 
jn church and ſtate. That he confeſſed, it was 
« ſometimes his misfortune to diſlike ſome things | 
« in public proceedings in both kingdoms, where- 
« in he had often the honour to agree with wiſe and 
* good men; but this did by no means affect either 
| © his loyalty to his prince, or love to his country. 
« But; on the contrary, he proteſted that ſuch diſ- 
5 likes, never aroſe in him from any other princi- 
« ples, than the duty he owed to the king, and his 
« affection to the kingdom. That he had been ac- 
„ quainted with courts and miniſters long enough, 
and knew too well that the beſt miniſters might 
© miſtake in points of great importance; and that he 
* had the honour to know many more able, and at 
* leaſt full as honeſt; as any can be at pr reſent.” The 
dean farther ſaid, © That fince he had been o 
* eh repreſented, he thought it became him to 
give ſome account of himſelf "for abovetwenty years, 
*1f it were only to juſtify his lordſhip and the city 
1 for the honour they were going to do him.” He 
— Dad. 3 | re- 
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related briefly how, merely by his own perſonal 
e credit, without other aſſiſtance, and in two Jour. 
e neys at his expence, he had procured a grant of 
* the firſt-fruits to the clergy, in the late queen' 
« time; for which he thought he deſerved fome 
| 60 gentle treatment from his brethren. That, dur- 
ing all the adminiſtration of the ſaid miniſtry, he 
had been a conſtant advocate for thoſe whoarecalled 
the Whigs; had kept many of them in their em- 
« «© ployments, both in England and here, and ſome who 
were afterwards the firſt to lift up their heels a- 


* gainſt him.” He reflected a little upon the ſevere 


treatment he had met with upon his return to Ire- 
land after her majeſty's death, and for ſome year, 


after: © That, being forced to live retired, he could | 


3 think of no better way to do public ſervice, than 
« by employing all the little money he could fave, 
-:<.and lending it, without intereſt, in ſmall ſums, 
* to poor 1 induſtrious tradeſmen, without examin- 
«6 ing their party or their faith. And God had ſo 
« far pleaſed to bleſs his endeavours, that his mana- 
gers tell him he has recovered above two hundred 
„ families in this city from ruin, and placed moſt 
of them in a comfortable way of life.“ The 


dean related how much he had ſuffered in his purſe, 
and with what hazard to his liberty, by a moſt ini. 


quitous judge; who, to gratify his ambition and 
rage of party, had condemned an innocent books 
Written with no worſe a defign, than to perſuade the 
people of this kingdom to wear their own manufac- 
tures. How the ſaid judge had endeavoured to get 


A jury to his mind ; but they proved ſo honeſt, that 
he 


he 


high craployrhents: 
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he was forced to keep them eleven hours, and ſend 


them back nine times, until at laſt they were com- 
pelled to leave the printer to the mercy of the court; 


and the dean was forced to procure a 101i proſequi 
from a noble perſon, then ſecretary of ſtate, who 
had been his old friend. The dean then freely 
confeſſed himſelf to be the author of thoſe books 


called © The Drapier's Letters; and ſpoke gently 


of the proclamation, offering thee hundred pounds 


to diſcover the writer. He ſaid, Tha at although + 
«qa certain perſon Was pleaſed to mention thoſe 


0 books! in a ſlight manner at a public aſſembly, yet 
Tot | (the dean) had learned to believe, that there 
e were ten thouſand to one in the kingdom who dif- 


e fered from that perſon; and the people of England, 


«who had ever heard of the matter, as wall as in 
ho France, were all of the fame opinion.” The 


dean mentioned ſeveral other particulars, ſome of | 


which thoſe from whom I had the account could 
not recollect, and others, although of great conſe- 
quence, perhaps his enemies would not allow him. 
The dean concluded with acknowledging to have ex- 
preſſed his wiſhes, that an inſcription might have 
been graven on the box, ſhewing ſome reaſon why 
the city thought fit to do him that honour, which 


was much out of the common forms to a perſon i in 


à private ſtation; thoſe diſtinctions being uſually 


made only to chief governors, « or perfons 1 in very 


THE 
SWEARER'S-BANK: 
OR 


Parliamentary Security for eke a 
new Bank in Ireland; 


Wherein the Medicinal Uſe of Oaths 3 is conſidered, 


Written i in the Year 1720, 


Si Populus vult decipi, decipiatur. 


O believe every thing that i is faid by A Cer- 


| tain ſet of men, and to doubt of nothing 
they relate, though ever ſo improbable, is a maxim 
that has contributed as much, for the time, to the 
ſupport of Iriſh Banks, as it ever did to the Popiſh 


Religion; and they are not only beholden to the 


latter for their foundation, but they have the 
happineſs to have the ſame patron-ſaint; for, Ig- 
norance, the reputed mother of the Devotion f 
the one, ſeems to bear the fame affectionate relation 


| to the credit of the other. 


To ſubſcribe to Banks, without knowing the 
ſcheme or deſign of them, is not unlike to ſome 


gentlemen's ſigning Addreſſes without knowing 


the contents of them: To engage in a Bank that 
has neither act of parliament, charter, nor lands 
to ſupport it, is like ſending a ſhip to ſea with- 


out a bottom; to expect a coach and fix by the 
former, 
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former, would be as ridiculous as to hope a return 


3 by the latter. 


It was well known ſome time ago, that our 
Banks would be included in the Bubble-bill; and 


it was believed thoſe chimeras would neceſſarily 


vaniſh, with the firſt Eaſterly wind that ſhould 


inform the town of the Royal Aſſent. 


It was very. mortifying to ſeveral e 
who dreamed of nothing but eaſy chariots, on the 


arrival of the fatal pacquet, to ſlip out of them 


into their walking- ſhoes. But ſhould thoſe Banks, 


as it is vainly imagined, be ſo fortunate as to ob- 


tain a charter, and purchaſe lands; yet, on any 


run on them in a time of invaſion, there would 
be ſo many ſtarving proprietors, reviving their old 
pretenſions to land and a belly-full, that the _ 


ſcribers would be unwilling, upon any call, 


part with their money, not knowing what 8 


happen; ſo that in a Rebellion, where the ſuc- 


cels was doubtful, the Bank would infallibly 


break. 


Since ſo many gentlemen 4 this town have had 
the courage, without any ſecurity, to appear in 


the ſame paper with a million or two; it is hoped, 


when they are made ſenſible of their ſafety, that 


they will be prevailed to truſt themſelves in a 
neat ſkin of parchment, with a ſingle one. 


To encourage them, the undertaker propoſes 
the erecting of a Bank on Parliamentary ſecurity, and 
ſuch ſecurity as no revolution or change of times 


can n affect. 


To 


I] i BR 
T it { 
| 
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To take away all jealouſy of any private view of 
the undertaker, he aſſures the world, that he; is 
now in a garret, in a very thin waiſtcoat, ſtudy. 
ing the public good ; having given an undeniable 
pledge of his love to his country, by pawning 
his coat, in order to defray the expence of the 
8 preſs. 
It is very well known, ; that by e an act of par- 
| Lament to prevent profane ſwearing, the perſon 
1o offending, | on oath made before a magiſtrate, 
forfeits a ſhilling, which may be levied with little | 
difficulty. 4 
It is almoſt unneceſſary -t to mention, that this 
is become a * pet-vice among us; and though 
age renders us unfit for other vices, yet this, 
where it takes hold, never leaves us but with 


Dit ſpeech. 


So vaſt a revenue 3 be raiſed by the execu- 
tion of this act, that I have often wondered, in 
ſuch a ſcarcity of funds, that methods have not 
been taken to make it ſerviceable to the public. 

1 dare venture to ſay, if this act was well exe- 
cuted in England, the revenue of it, applied to 
the navy, would make the Engliſh fleet a terror 
to all Europe. 15 5 

It is computed by geographers, har: there are 

two millions in this kingdom (of Ireland) of 
which number there may be ſaid to be a million of 
£ ſwearing ſouls. 

It is thought there may be five dad cath 
men ; every gentleman, taking one with another, 

i. e. A favourite vice, 
pn ON may 
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may afford to ſwear an oath every day, which will 
yearly produce one million eight hundred tw enty 
five thouſand oaths; which number of ſhillings 
makes the yearly e of ninety one thouſand two 
hundred nd f fifty pounds. | 

The farmers of this kingdom, who are com- 
puted to be ten thouſand, are able pend year- 
ly five hundred thouſand oaths, which gr cs t twenty 
five thouſand pounds; and it is conjectured, that 
from the bulk of the people, twenty or five 
and twenty thouſand pounds may be Ln 
collected. 1 5 
Theſe computations are very modeſt, fince it 
is evident that there is a much greater conſump- 
tion of oaths in this kingdom, and conmeucntly a 
much greater ſum might be yearly raiſed. 
That it may be collected with caſe and regula 
rity, it is propoſed to ſettle informers in great 

towns, in proportion to the number of inhabi- 
tants, and to have riding-officers in the country: 
and ſince nothing brings a greater contempt on any 
profeſſion than poverty, it is determined to ſettle 
very handſome falaries on the gentlemen that are 
employed by the Bank, that they may, by a 
generoſity of living, reconcile men to an office, 
| that has lain under fo much ſcandal of late, as 
to be undertaken by none but curates, clerks of 
meeting-houles, and broken tradeſmen. 

It is reſolved, that none hall be preferred to 
thoſe employments, but perſons that are notori- 
ous for being conſtant churchmen, and frequent 
com- 
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communicants ; whoſe piety will be a fufficient 
ſecurity for their honeſt and induſtrious execution 
of their office. 

It is very probable, that twenty thouſand pounds 
will be neceſſary, to defray all expences of ſervants, 
ſalaries, GS. However, there will be the clear 


= yearly ſam of one hundred thouſand pounds, which 


may very juſtly claim a million ſubſcription. 
It is determined to lay out the remaining un- 
applied profits, which will be very conſiderable, 
towards the erecting and maintaining of charity. | 
' ſchools. A deſign ſo beneficial to the publick, 
and eſpecially to the Proteſtant intereſt of this 
kingdom, has met with ſo much encouragement 
from ſeveral great patriots in England, that they 
have engaged to procure an act to ſecure the ſole 
benefit of informing, on this Swearing-act, to the 
agents and ſervants of this new Bank. Several of 
my friends pretend to demonſtrate, that this Bank 
will in time vie with the South- Sea company: 
they inſiſt, that the army diſpend as many oaths 
yearly as will produce one hundred thouſand 
pounds nett. 

There are computed to be one hundred pretty 
fellows in this town, that fwear fifty oaths a 
head daily; ſome of them would think it hard 

to be ſtinted to a hundred: this very branch 
would produce a vaſt ſum yearly. | 

The Faiss of this kingdom will bring in 2 
vaſt revenue ; the oaths of a little Connaught 
one, as well as they could be numbered by two 


per- 


F RR 
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perſons, amounted to three thouſand. It is true, 
that it would be impoſſible to turn all of them 
into ready money ; for a ſhilling is fo great a duty 


on ſwearing, t that if it was carefully exacted, the 
common people might as well pretend to drink 


wine as to ſwear; and an oath would be as rare 
among them as a clean ſhirt. 


A ſervant, that I employed to accompany hs 
militia their laſt muſter-day, had ſcored down, in 
the compaſs of eight hours, three hundred oaths ; 


but, as the putting of the act in execution on thoſe 


days would only fill the ſtocks with porters, and 
pawn-ſhops with muſkets and ſwords; and as it 
would be matter of great joy to Papiſts, and diſ- 
affected perſons, to ſee our militia ſwear them 
ſelves out of their guns and ſwords; it is reſolved 
that no advantage ſhall be taken « any militia- 
man's ſwearing while he is under arms; nor ſhall 
any advantage be taken of any man's ſwearing in 
the Four Courts, provided he. is at hearing in 

the Exchequer, or has juſt paid off a an attorney's 


bill. 


The Medicinal uſe of oaths is hat the under- 
taker would by no means diſcourage, eſpecially 
where it is neceſſary to help the lungs to throw off 
any diſtilling humour. On certificate of a courſe 


of [wearing preſcribed by any phyſician, a permit 


will be given to the patient, by the proper officer 
of the Bank, paying no more than ſix-pence. It 
is expected, that a ſcheme of ſo much advantage to 
the publick will meet with more encouragement 
than 
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than their chimerical Banks; and the undertaker 


hopes, that as he has ſpent. a confiderable fortune 
in bringing this ſcheme to bear, he may have the 
ſatisfaction to ſee it take place, for the public 
good, though he ſhould have the fate of moſt 


- projectors, to be undone. 


It is reſolved, that no compoſitions hall be 


made, nor licences granted, for ſwearing, under 
a notion of applying the money to pious uſes; 
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| practice ſo ſcandalous as is fit only for the fee of 


Rome, where the money ariſing from whoring- | 
es is applied ad propagandam fidem e and, to 
the ſhame of Smock-Alley, and of all Proteſtant 


| Whores (eſpecially thoſe who live under the light 
of the Goſpel- miniſtry) be it ſpoken, a whore in 


ES, Rome never hes down, but ſhe hopes it will be 
the means of converting ſome poor Heathen, or 


Heretick. 


The ſ\wearing-revenues of the town af Cork 


will be given for ever, by the Bank, to the ſup- 


port of poor Clergymen's widows ; and thoſe of 


Ringſend will be allowed to the maintenance of 
Sailors baſtards. = 


The undertaker deſigns, in a Aw days, to ap- 
point time and place for taking ſubſcriptions; the 
ſubſcribers muſt. come Prepared to Pay down one 


fourth on n ſubſcribing. 


F 


THE Jos of Rotterdam have offered 10 farm 
the Revenues of Dublin at twenty thouſand pounds 


| pet 
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ke them at that rent; but the under- 
taker has rejected their Propoſals, being reſolved 


SWEARER'S-BANK. 


Application may be made to h 5 
any day at Pat's Coffee-houſe, where attendance 


to deal with none but Chriſtians. 


willing to ta 
will be given. 


per Annum 


M AX IM S 
CONTROLLED 


1 


T, be T; ruth of ſome Maxims i in $ tate and Goveramen, 
examined with reference to Ireland. 


"HERE are certain 1 of State, found- 
; ed upon long obſervation and experience, 
drawn from the conſtant practice of the wiſeſt na- 
tions, and from the very principles of government, 
nor even controlled by any writer upon politicks. 
Yet all theſe Maxims do neceſſarily pre-ſuppoſe a 
kingdom, or commonwealth, to have the fame na- 
tural rights common to the reſt of mankind, who 
have entered into civil ſociety : for, if we could 
| conceive a nation where each of the inhabitants had 
but one eye, one leg, and one hand, it is plain, 
before you could inſtitute them into a republick, 
that an allowance muſt be made for thoſe material 
defects, wherein they differed from other mortals. | 
Or, imagine a legiſlature forming a ſyſtem for the 
government of Bedlam, and proceeding upon the 


muxim that man is a a ſociable animal, ſhould draw. 
them 
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Hein out of their cells, and Form them into cor- 
porations or general aſſemblies; the conſequence 


might probably be, that they would fall foul on 


each other, or burn the houſe over their own heads. 


Of the like nature, are innumerable errors com- 
mitted by crude and ſhort thinkers, who reaſon up- 
on general topicks, without the leaſt allowance for 
the moſt important circumſtances, which quite alter 

the nature of the caſe. 


This has been the fate of thoſe all dealers, Who 
are every day publiſhing their thoughts, either on 
paper or in their aſſemblies, for improving the trade 
of Ireland, and referring us to the practice and ex- 
; ample of EN), Holland, F. rance, or other na- 

tions. 


1 ſhall therefore examine certain "Maxims: of go- 


vernment, which generally paſs for uncontrolled i in 
the world, and conſider how far they will ſuit with 
the preſent condition of this kingdom. 


Firſt, it is affirmed by wiſe men, that the dear- 
neſs of things neceſſary for life, in a fruitful coun- 
try, is a certain ſign of wealth, and great commerce; 
for, when ſuch neceſlaries are dear, it muſt abſo- 
lutely follow that money is cheap and plentiful. _ 
But this 1s manifeſtly falſe in Ireland, for the 
following reaſon. Some years ago, the ſpecies of 
money 3 did probably amount to ſix or ſeven 
hundred thouſand pounds; and J have good cauſe 
to believe, that our remittances then, did not much 
exceed the caſh brought in to us. But, by the 

RR Ee prodigious 
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prodigious diſcouragements we have ſince received 
in every branch of our trade, by the frequent en- 


forcements and rigorous execution of the naviga- 


tion-act, the tyranny of under cuſtom-houſe of. 


ficers, the yearly addition of abſentees, the pay- 


ments to regiments abroad, to civil and military 


: officers reſiding in England, the unexpected ſudden 


demands of great ſums from the treaſury, and 


ſome other drains of perhaps as great conſequence, 


we now ſee ourſelves reduced to a ſkate (lince we 


have no friends) of being pitied by our enemies; at 


leaſt if our enemies were of ſuch a kind, as to be 


capable of any W toward us, « except of hatred 
and contempt. 


Forty years a are now paſſed ſince the Revolution 


: when the contention of the Britiſh empire 0 as \ moſt 


unfortunately for us, and altogether againſt the aſnal 
courſe of ſuch mighty changes in government, de- 

cided in theꝰleaſt important nation; but with ſuch 
ravages and ruin executed on both ſides, as to leave 
the kingdom a deſert, which in ſome fort it {till 
continues. Neither did the long rebellions in 1641, 


make half ſuch a deſtruction of houſes, plantations, 


and perſonal wealth, in both kingdoms, as two 
years campaigns did in ours, by ng ating. Englan ds 
battles. 


By flow degrees, and by the gentle treatment we 


received under two auſpicious reigns, we grev 


able to live without running in debt. Our abſentee: 
were but few; we had great indulgence in' trade, 
— eee 
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and a conſiderable. ſhare i in employments of church 
and ſtate; and while the ſhort leaſes continued, 
which were let ſome years after the war ended, 
tenants paid their rents with eaſe and chearfulneſs, 
to the great regret of their landlords, who had 
taken up a ſpirit of oppreſſion that is not eaſily re- 
moved. And althou Ab, 10 theſe ſhort leaſes, the 
rent was gr dually to inctreaſe after ſhort periods; 
yet, as ſoon as the term clapſed, the land was let 
to the higheſt bidder, moſt commonly without the 
leaſt effectual clauſe for buil ding Or planting. Yet, 
by many advantages, whi ch this iſland then poſſeſ- 
ſed, and has Bos utterly loſt, the rents of lands 
ſtill grew higher pon every leaſe that expired, til! 
they have arrived at the preſent ez orbit ance; when 
the frog, overſwelling himfelf, burſt at laſt. 


With the price of land, "of neceſſity roſe that 
of corn and cattle, and all other commodities that 
farmers deal in: hence likewiſe, _ obvioully, the 
rates of all goods and manufactures among thop- 
keepers, the” wages of ſervants, and hire of! labour- 
ers. But, although our miſeries came on faſt, wich 
neither trade nor money left; yet neither will the 
| landlord abate in his rent, nor can the tenant abate 

in the price of what that rent mult be paid with, 
nor any ſhopkeeper, tradeſman, « or labourer live, at 
lower expence for food and cloathing, than he did . 
before. 


' I have been the FOI upon this firſt head, be- 
cauſe the ſame obſervations, wall clear up and 


EC '2 ſtrengthen 
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ſtrengthen a good deal of what 1 ſhall affirm upon 
the reſt. 


The fecond Maxim of thoſe who reaſon pol 

trade and government, is, to aſſert that low intereſt, 
zs a certain ſign of great plenty of money in a na- 

tion, for which, as in many other articles, they 
produce the examples of Holland and England, 
But, with relation to Ireland, this Maxim is like- 
wile entirely falſe. ** 


There are two reaſons for the low neſs of intereſt 
in any country. Fit, that which 18 uſually al- 
ledged, the great plenty of ſpecies ; and this is ob- 
vious. The ſecond, is want of trade, which ſcl- 
dom falls under common obſervation, although it 
be equally true: for, where trade is altogether diſ- 
8 couraged, there are few borrowers. In thoſe coun- 
tries where men can employ a 8. a large ſtock, the 
young merchant, whoſe fortune may be four or five 
hundred pounds, will venture to borrow as much 
more, and can afford a reaſonable intereſt. Neither 
is it caſy at this day, to find many of thoſe, whole 
buſineſs reaches to employ even ſo inconſiderable a 
ſum, except among the importers of wine ; who, 
as they have moſt part cf the preſent trade in theſe 
parts of Ireland in their hands, ſo they are the molt 
exorbitant, exacting, fraudulent dealers, that ever 
trafficked in any nation, and are making all poſſible 
ſpeed to ruin both themſelves and the nation. 


From this defect of gentlemen' s not knowing how 


to NO As of their ready Dong, ariſes the high put- 
chalz 
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chaſe of lands, which in all other countries is reck- 
oned a ſign of wealth. For, the frugal *ſquires, 
who live below their incomes, have no other way 
to diſpoſe of their ſavings but by mortgage or put- 
chaſe, by which the rates of land muſt naturally in- 


creaſe; and if this trade continues long, under the -- 


uncertainty of 1 the landed men of ready mo- 
ney will find it more for their advantage to 
ſend their ei to England, and place it in th 

funds; which I my. am determined to do, hs 


firſt conſiderable ſum I ſhall be maſter of, 


It has likewiſe been a Maxi among palitici- : 
ans, That the great increaſe 5 building in the 
« metropolis, argues a flouriſhing ſtate,” But this, 
J confeſs, has been controlled from the example 
of London; where, by the long and annual parlia- 
mentary ſeſſions, ſuch a ber of ſenators, with 
their families, friends, adherents, and expectants, 
draw ſuch prodigious numbers to that city, that the 
old hoſpitable cuſtom, of lords and gentlemen liv- 
ing in their ancient ſeats among their tenants, is 
almoſt loſt in England is laughed out of doors; 
in ſo much that in the middle of ſummer, a le- 
gal houſe of lords and commons might be brought 
in a few hours to London, from their country vil⸗ 
las within twelve miles round. 


The caſe in Ireland is yet ſomewhat worſe: for 
the abſentees of great eſtates, who, if they lived at 
home, would have many rich retainers in their 
neighbourhoods, have learned to rack their lands, 


ang 
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and ſhorten their leaſes, as much as any reſidin 

ſquire; and the few remaining of theſe latter, hay- 
ing ſome vain hope of employments for themſelves, 
or their children, and diſcouraged by the beggarli- 
neſs and thievery of their own miſerable farmer 
and cottagers, or ſeduced by the vanity of their wives, 


on pretence of their children's education, (whereof | 


the fruits are ſo apparent) together with that moſt 
wonderful, and yet more unaccountable zeal, for a 
| ſeat in their aſſembly, though at ſome years pur- 
chaſe of their whole eſtates : theſe, and ſome othe: 


motives, have drawn ſuch concourſe to this beggar 


city, that the dealers of the ſeveral branches of 
building, have found out all the commodious and 


inviting places for ere Aing new houſes ; while fif- 


teen hundred of the old ones, which is a ſeventh 


Part of the whole city, ate fad to be left Und. 
habited, and falling to ruin. Their method is the 


ſame with that which was firſt introduced by Dr. 


Barebone at London, who dicd a bankrupt. The 1 


maſon, the bricklayer, the carpenter, the later, and 
the glazier, take a lot of ground, club to build one 
or more houſes, unite their credit, their ſtock, and 
their money; and when their work is finiſhed, fel! 
it to the beſt advantage they can. But, as it often 
happens, and more every day, that their fund will 
not anſwer half their deſign, they are forced to 


underſell it at the firſt ſtory, and are all reduced 


to beggary. In ſo much that I know a certain fa- 


natic brewer, who is reported to have ſome hun- 


dreds of houſes in this town, is faid to have pur- 
chaics 


fol 
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chaſed the greateſt part of them at half value from 
ruined undertakers; has intelligence of all new 
houſes where the finiſhing 18 Xt a ſtand, takes ad- 
vantage of the builder's diſtreſs, a d, by the ad- 


vantage of ready moneys gets. fifty per cent. at call 


for his bargain. 

It is aother undiſputed Maxim f in gover ment, 
« That people are the riches of a nation ;” which 
is ſo univerſally granted, that it will be hardly par- 


donable to bring it into doubt. And T will grant 
it to be fo far true, even in this ifland, that if we 


had tlie African cuſtom, or privilege, of ſelling our 


uſeleſs bodies for flaves to loreigners, it ala he 


the moſt uſeful branch of our "ade by ridding us 


of a moſt unſupportable burden, and bringing us 


money in the ſtead. But, in our prefent ſituation, 


at leaſt five children f in {ix who are born, lie a dead 


weight upon us, for want of employment. And a 


very ſkillful computer aſſured me, that above one 
half of the fouls in this kingdom, ſupported them 
ſelves by begging and thievery ; two thirds whereof | 
would be able to get their bread in any other coun- 


try upon earth. Trade is the only incitement to la- 


bour; where that fails, the poorer native muſt ei- 
ther beg, ſteal, or ſtarve, or be forced to quit his 
country. This has made me often with, for ſome 


Years paſt, that inſtead of diſe ſcouraging our people 


from ſeeking foreign foil, the public would rather 


Pay for tra eee all our. unneceſſary mortals, 


whether Papiſts or 3 to America; as 


drawbacks are ſometimes allowed for exporting 
e Rs com- 


111 
[ 7 
Wl 4 4 
[1 i ! 1 
0! bf . 
ain j 
} 4 O77 
708) 
1 * 
| 1 
j + 
T0080] * 
1468] f 
Ll 
} 
1 9 
1 
1e 
1 4 
| 
1 
11 
j * 
1 * 75 
[ 7 
' i 
| 1 
f \ 
S119 
111 Ul 
19 1 
1 
! 
1 I 
[ I (; 
44 
. 
ih ; 
1 ! 
1: 
Vil. 
Wi: 
W || ; 
i! 
it il 
1 
} j 
1 0 
4. 
et tf 
Wt: | 
| | 4 
11 
N ö 
Mm! 
it 
1150 
118 
ip 
14 
1 
0.2360: 
19 
11 
1 
' 
Wt! 1 
} [ 
f 
! 
fl 
1 
\ 4. 
i 
; . 
o 
1 - 
„ 
N 
U YL 
: « 
it} 
33 | 
* 
} 
185177 N 
11; 1 
17 * 
' 
: Th 
if! ' 
{ 
[i 
l 
'S | 
N 
Li 
{ 
t 
! 
(1 
l; 
[; 
+ 
[1 
x 
| 
11 
! 
1 2 x 
*. 
' 
11 
j U 
1 
111 
1 \ 
= 
ti)! 
Lot 
it 
| RK 
1 BI 
i j 
1 
it! 
TY 35] 
; 1 \ 
19 
1 
11 . 
47 
nets 
1 
i! 
4431) 
11 
With. 
110; 2 [ 
1 BARE f 
N 
pr? 
"it N 
' 
1 1 [ 
; 4 
Warm i 
1141 3TH 
1416 [ 
N "Ft! 
Willy! 
it ? 
10 \ 
TRE | 
7 I", 
ih 
11106 
: i 
100 ; 


— 6 
110 
l 
I 


In — 
F<" "= 


4.24. MAXIM S, @c 


commodities, where a nation is overſtocked. 7 
confeſs myſelf to be touched with a very ſenh- 
ble pleaſure, when [I hear of a mortality in any 


country pariſh or village, where the wretches are | 
forced to pay for a filthy cabin, and two ridges 
of potatoes, treble the worth; brought up to ſteal | 
or beg, for want of work; to whom death would |} 


be the beſt thing to be wiſhed for, on account 
both of themſelves and the publick. 


Among all taxes impoſed by the legiſlature, thoſe | | 
upon luxury, are univerſally allowed to be the | 
moſt equitable, and beneficial to the ſubject; and | 


the commoneſt reaſoner on government, might 


fill a volume with arguments on the ſubject. Vet 
here again, by the Angular fate of Ireland, this b 
"Maxim is utterly falſe; and the putting of it in 
practice may have ſuch a pernicious conſequence, | 


as, I certainly believe, the + thoughts of the Fee 
were not able to reach. 


The miſeries we ſuffer by our abſentees, are of 
a far more extenſive nature, than ſeems to be com- 


monly underſtood. I muſt vindicate myſelf to the 
reader ſo far, as to declare ſolemnly, that what I 


ſhall ſay of thoſe lords and 'fquires, does not ariſe 
from the leaſt regard I have for their underſtand- | 
ings, their virtues, or their perſons : for, although 
I have not the honour of the leaſt acquaintance 
with any one among them, (my ambition not 
pPoaring fo high) yet I am too good a witneſs of 
the fituaticn they have been in for thirty years | 


palt ; ns veneration Paid them by the people, 
the 


\ 
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the high eſteem they are in among the prime 
nobility and gentry, the particular marks of fa- 
vour and diſtinction they receive from the court; 
the weight and conſequence of their - intereſt, ad- 
died to their great zeal and application for pre- 
venting any hardſhips their country might ſuffer 
from England, wiſely conſidering that their o.]n 


| fortunes and honours were embarked 1 in the lame 
bottom. 


The following piece was publiſhed in the 
year 17333 and, as it may be uſeful 


pon a like occaſſon, We think, proper % 


inſert 7 here. 


A D V I #4 E to the freemen of the City 


of Dublin, in zhe choice of a member 10 


eee them in PARLAMENT. 


\HOSE fei Writers, 1 5 ſince the death of 
alderman Burton, have employed their pens 


in giving advice to our citizens, how they ſhould 
proceed in electing a new repreſentative for te 
next ſeſſions, having laid aſide their pens; I have | 

_ reaſon to hope, that all true lovers of their coun- | 


try in general, and particularly thoſe who have any 


regard for the privileges and liberties of this great 
and ancient city, will think a ſecond, and a third 


time, before they come to a final determination up- 
on what perſon they reſolve to fix their choice. 

J am told, there are only two perſons who ſet 
up for candidates ; one is the preſent lord mayor *, 


and the other +, a gentleman of good eſteem, an 


alderman of the city, a merchant of reputation, 


and poſſeſſed of a conſiderable office under the 


crown. he queſtion 1 is, which of theſe two per- 


ſons it will be molt for the advantage of the city to 
elect? I have but little acquaintance with either, 
ſeo that my enquiries will be very impartial, and 
drawn only from the general character a and ſituation 


of both. 


— CLEASIOY 1 + John Macarall, 


1 


ea. 


N 
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In order to this, I muſt offer my countrymen 
and fellow citizens ſome reaſons why I think 
they ought to be more than ordinarily careful 
at this juncture, upon whom they beſtow their 

votes. 5 

oO perform this with more s clearneſs, it may 
be proper to give you a | ſhort ſtate of our unfor- 
tunate country. LT at 


We conſiſt of two parties, I do not mean popiſh 
and proteſtant, high and low church, epiſcopal and 
ſectarians, whig and tory ; but of thoſe of Engliſh 
who happen to be born in this kingdom, (whoſe 
anceſtors reduced the whole nation under the obe- 
dience of the Engliſh crown) and the gentlemen 
ſent from tother fide, to poſſeſs moſt of the chief 
employments here: this latter party is very much 
enlarged and ſtrengthened by the whole power in 
the church, the law, the army, the revenue, and 
the civil adminiſtration depoſited in their hands : 
although for political ends, and to fave appearances, 
ſome employments are {till depoſited (yet gradually 
in a ſmaller number) to perſons born here : this 
proceeding, fortified with good words and many pro- 
miſes, is ſufficient to flatter and feed the hopes of 
hundreds, who will never be one farthing the bet- 
ter, as they might caſily be convinced, if they were 
qualified to think at all. . 
Civil employments of all kinds have been for ſe- 
veral years paſt, with great prudence, made preca- 
rious, and during pleaſure; by which means the 
pofleſſors are, and muſt inevitably be, for ever de- 
pendant; 
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pendant : yet thoſe very few of any conſequence, 
which being dealt with fo ſparing a hand to perſons 


born among us, are enough to keep hope alive in 
great numbers, who deſire to mend their condition 


| by the favour of thoſe in power. 
” Now, my dear fellow - citizens, how is it poſſi- 
ble you can conceive, that any perſon, who holds 


aan office of ſome hundred pounds a year, Which 
may be taken from him whenever power ſhall think 
fit, will, if he ſhould be choſen a member for 
any city, do the leaſt thing when he ſits in the 
houſe, that he knows or fears may be diſpleaſing to 


thoſe who gave him, or continue him in that office? 


Believe me, theſe are no times to expect ſuch an 
exalted degree of virtue from mortal men. Blazing 
ſtars are much more frequently ſeen than ſuch bk — 
Toical worthies. And T could ſooner hope to find | 
ten thouſand pounds by digg ing in my garden, than 


ſuch a phœnix, by ſearching among the os race 
of mankind. 
I cannot forbear thinking it a very erroneous, as 


well as modern maxim of politicks, in the Engliſh |} 
nation, to take every opportunity of depreſſing Tre- 
land ; whereof an hundred inſtances may be pro- | 
duced in points of the higheſt importance, had |} 
within the memory of every middle-aged man : 
although many of the greateſt perſons among that 
party which now prevails, have formerly, upon that 
article, much differed in their Minien from their : 


preſent ſucceſſors. 
hut fo the fact ſtands at preſent. It is plain, that 


the court and country party here (I mean in the 
houſe 
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houſe of commons) very ſeldom agree in any thing 
but their loyalty to his preſent majeſty, their reſo- 
lutions to make him and his viceroy eaſy in the go- 
vernment, to the utmoſt of their power, under the 
preſent condition of the kingdom. But the perſons 
ſent from England, WhO (to a trifle) are poſſeſſed of 
the ſole executive power in all its branches, with 
their few adherents in poſſeſſion who were born 
here, and hundreds of expectants, hopers, and pro- 
miſees, put on quite contrary notions with regard 
to Ireland. They count upon a univerſal ſubmiſ- 
ſion to whatever ſhall be demanded ; wherein they 
at fafely, becauſe none of themſelves, except the 
5 candidates, feel the leaſt of our preſſures. 
1 remember a perſon of diſtinction, ſome days 
ago affirmed in a good deal of mixed company, 
and of both parties, That the gentry from Eng- 
land, who now enjoy our higheſt employments of 
all kinds, can never be poflibly loſers of one far- 
thing by the greateſt calamities that can befal this 
kingdom, except a plague that would ſweep away a 
million of our hewers of wood, and drawers of wa- 
ter; or an invaſion that would fright our grandees 
out of the kingdom. For this perſon argued, that 
while there was a penny left in the treaſury, the 
civil and the military liſt muſt be paid; and that the 
_ epiſcopal revenues, which are uſually farmed out at 
fix times below the real value, could hardly fail. 
He inſiſted farther, that as money diminiſhed, the 
price of all neceſſaries for life muſt of conſequence 
do fo too, which would be for the advantage of all 
perſons in employment, as well as of my lords the 


biſhops, 
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biſhops, and to the ruin of every body elſe. Among 


the company there wanted not men in office, beſide 
one or two expectants; yet I did not obſerve any of 
them diſpoſed to return an anſwer : but the conſe- 
quences drawn were theſe; That the great men in 


power ſent hither from the other fide, were by bi. 


means upon the fame foot with his majeſty's other 


ſubjects of Ireland. They had no common liea- | 


ment to bind them with us; they ſuffered not with 
our ſufferings, and if it were poſſible for us to have 


us. 
| Suppoſe 5 perſon, Pan in this e hall 


| happen by his ſervices for the Engliſh intereſt to | 
| have an employment conferred on Los worth four 
| hundred pounds a year; and that he has likewiſe an 
eſtate in land worth four hundred pounds a year 


more: ſuppoſe him to fit in parliament ; then, ſup- 
poſe a land tax to be brought in of five ſhillings a 


pound for ten years ; I tell you how this gentleman ; | 
will compute. He has four hundred pounds a year 
in land: the tax he muſt pay yearly is one hundred 


pounds; by which, in ten years, he will pay only 


a thouſand pounds. But if he gives his vote againſt 
this tax, he will loſe four thouſand pounds by being 


turned out of his employment, together with the 
power and influence he has, by virtue or colour of 
his employment ; and thus the balance will be againſt 
bim three thouſand pounds. 


I deſire, my fellow-citizens, you will pleaſe to 


call to mind how many perſons you can vouch for 
3 


any cauſe of rejoicing, they could not rejoice with JI 
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among your acquaintance, who have ſo much virtue 
and ſelf denial, as to loſe four hundred pounds a 
year for life, together with the ſmiles and favour 
of power, and the hopes of higher advancement, 
merely out of a generous love of his country. 

The contentions of parties in England, are very 
different from thoſe among us. The battle there is 
fought for power and riches ; and fo it is indeed 
among us : but, whether a great employment be 
given to Lom or to Peter, they were both born in 
England, the profits are to be ſpent there. All 
employments (except a very few) are beſtowed on 
the natives: they do not ſend to Germany, Hol- 
land, Sweden, or Denmark, much leſs to Ireland, 
for chancellors, biſhops, judges, or other officers. 
Their ſalaries, whether well or ill got, are employ- 


ed at home: : and whatever their morals or r politicks 
be, the nation is not the poorer. 


The houſe of commons in England have * 
quently endeavoured to limit the number of mem- 
bers, who ſhould be allowed to have employments 
under the crown. Several acts have been made to 
that purpoſe, which many wiſe men think are not 
yet effectual enough, and many of them are ren- 
dered ineffectual by leaving the power of re-elec- 
tion. Our houſe of commons conſiſts, 1 think, 
of about three hundred members; if one hundred 5 
of theſe ſhould happen to be made up of perſons 
already provided for, joined with expecters, com- 
pliers eaſy to be perſuaded, ſuch as will give a vote 
for a {friend Who is in hopes to get ſomething; if 


they _ 


432 ADVICE TO THE 
they be merry companions, without ſuſpicion, of x 
natural baſhfulneſs, not apt or able to look for- 
wards ; if good words, ſmiles and careſſes, have any 
power over them, the larger part of a ſecond hun- 
dred may be very caly brought in at a moſt rea- 
ſonable rate. „ 


There is an Engliſhman ® of no long ſtanding | 


among us, but in an employment of great truſt, 
power, and profit. This excellent perſon did lately 
- publiſh, at his own expence, a pamphlet printed in 


England by authority, to juſtify the bill for a gene- 
ral exciſe, or inland duty, in order to introduce thit | 
bleſſed ſcheme among us. What a tender care muſt | 
ſuch an Engliſh patriot for Ireland have of our in- 


tereſt, if he ſhould condeſcend to fit in our parlia- 
ment? I will bridle my indignation. 


pleaſure blow us up all at a blaſt: but he duly re- 
ceives his thouſand pounds a year; makes his pro- 


greſs like a king; is received in pomp at every. 


town + and village where he travels, and ſhines in 
the Engliſh news- papers. 
I will now apply what I have faid to you, my 


brethren, and fellow-citizens. | Count upon it, as 


a truth next to your creed, that no one perſon in 
office, of which he is not maſter for life, whether 


born here or in England, will ever hazard that of- | 


tice for the good of his country. One of your can- 


Edward Thompſon, eſq; member of parliament for York, and 

"a commiſſioner of the revenue of Ireland. | 
+ Mr. Thompſon was preſented with his freedom of ſeveral C07p9- 
rations in Ireland. | 


However, 
methinks I long to ſee that mortal, who would with 


didates 
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didates is of this kind, and J believe him to be an 
honeſt gentleman, as the word honeſt is generally 

underſtood. But he loves his employment better 
than he does you, or his country, or all the coun- 
tries upon earth. Will you contribute to give him 
city ſecurity to pay him the value of his employ- 
ment, if it ſhould be taken from him, during his 
life, for voting on all occaſions with the honeſt 
country party in the houſe? although I much queſ- 
tion, W hether be would do it, even upon that con- 
dition. 8 N 
Wherefore, ſince there are but two candidates, F 
intreat you will fix on the preſent lord-mayor. He 
has ſhewn more virtue, more activity, more {kill, in 
one year's government of the city, than a hundred 
years can equal: le has endeavoured, with great 
| ſucceſs, to baniſh frauds, corruptions, and all other 
abuſes from among you. 

A dozen ſuch men in power would be able to re- 
form a kingdom. He has no employment under 
the crown; nor is likely to get or ſollicit for any; 
his education having not turned him that way. 1 . 
will aſſure for no man's future conduct; but he who 
has hitherto practiſed the rules of virtue with fo 
much difficulty in fo great and buly a ſtation, de- 
ſerves your thanks, and the beſt return you can make 
him; and you, my brethren, have no other to give 
him, than that of repreſenting you in parliament. 
Tell me not of your engagements and promiſes to 
another: Your promiſes were fins of inconſidera- 
tion, at beſt; and you are bound to repent and an- 
nul them. "That gentleman, although with good 
Veh IX. oF 2 reputation, 
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: reputation, 1s already engaged on the other fide, He 
has four hundred pounds a year under the crown, 


which he is too wile to part with, by ſacrificing {6 
good an eſtabliſhment to the empty names of virtue, 


and love of his country. I can aſſure you, the 


DRAPIER is in the intereſts of the preſent lord- 


mayor, whatever you may be told to the contrary, 
I have lately heard him declare ſo in publick com- 
pany, and offer ſome of theſe very reaſons in de- 


fence of his opinion; although he has a regard and 
eſteem for the other gentleman, but would not ha- | 


zard the good of the city and the kingdom for a com- 
pliment. 
The lord- mayor 8 ſeverity to ſome unfair eaters 


ſhould not turn the honeſt men among them againſt 1 


him. Whatever he did, was for the advantage ct 


2h thoſe very traders, whoſe diſhoneſt members he pu- 
niſhed. He has hitherto been above temptation to 


act wrong; and therefore, as mankind goes, he is 
the moſt likely to act right as a repreſentative of 


it. 


WT - | 
Upon | 


your city, as he conftantly « did 1 in the ment of” | 


8. 
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Upon the death of Mr. SrovyrE, recorder 
of the city of Dublin, in the year 1733, 
ſeveral gentlemen declared themſelves 
Tandidater 70 ſucceed him ; upon which 
the Dean wrote the follroing paper, 
and EATON SranN 3RD, %; (a gentle- 
man of great worth and honour, and 


very / . in His profeſſo on} was elected. 


| Some ConsiDtraTiONs humbly. ofered to 
the right honourable the lord- -mayor, the 
Court of aldermen and common-council 


7 the hon. city of DoBLIN, in the choice 
=; a recorder. 


H E office of recorder to this city being va- 
cant by the death of a very worthy gentle- 
man; it is ſaid, that five or fix perſons are ſoliciting 
to ſucceed him in the employment. I am a ſtran- 
ger to all their perſons, and to moſt of their cha- 
racers ; which latter, I hope, will at this time be 
canvaſſed with more decency, than it ſometimes 
happens upon the like occaſions. Therefore, as I 
am wholly impartial, I can with more freedom de- 
liver my thoughts, how the ſeveral perſons and par- 
| ties concerned ought to proceed in iche a re- 
| Corder for this great and ancient city. 

And firſt, as it is a very natural, ſo I can by 
no means think it an unreaſonable opinion, that the 
F f 2 ſons 
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ſons or near relations of aldermen, and other deſery- 


ing Citizens, ſnould be duly regarded, as proper 
competitors for an employment in the city's diſpoſal: 


provided they be equally qualified with other candi- 


dates; and provided that ſuch employments require 


no more than cominon abilities, and common ho- 4 


neſty. But, in the choice of a recorder, the caſe 


is intirely different. He ought to be a perſon of | 


good abilities in his calling; of an unſpotted cha- 
racter; an able practitioner : one who has occaſion- 


ally merited of this city before : he ought to be of 
ſome maturity in years; a member of parliament, 
and likely to continue ſo; regular in his life; firm in 
his loyalty to the Hanover ſucceſſion; indulgent to 
tender conſciencies; but, at the ſame time, a firm 


adherer to the eſtabliſhed church. If he be ſuch a 4 
one who has already fat in parliament, it ou, ght to 


be enquired of what weight he was there: whether 


he voted on all occaſions for the 200d of his coun- 
try; and particularly for advancing the trade and 


freedom of this city: whether he be engaged in any 


faction, either national or religious: and laſtly, 


whether he be a man of | courage ; not to be drawn 


from his duty by the frown or menaces of power, | 
nor capable to be corrupted by allurements or bribes. 


— Theſe, and many other particulars, are of infi- 
nitely more conſequence, than that ſingle circum- 


ſtance, of being deſcended by a direct or collateral 
line, from any alderman, or diſtinguiſhed citizen, : 


dead or alive. 


There is not a dealer or ſhop-keeper in this city 


of any ſubſtance, whoſe thriving, leſs or more, 
may 


” „ 0 
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may not depend upon the good cr ill conduct of a 
recorder. He is to watch every motion in parlia- 
ment that may the leaſt affect the freedom, trade, or 
welfare of it. . e 
In this approaching election, the commons, as 
they are a numerous body, ſo they ſeem to be moſt 
concerned in point of intereſt; and their intereſt 
ougnht to be moſt regarded, becauſe it altogether de- 
pends upon the true intereſt of the city. They have 
no private views; and giving their votes, as I am 
informed, by ballotting, they lie under no awe, or 


fear of diſobliging competitors. It is therefore 


hoped, that they will duly conſider, which of the 


candidates is moſt likely to advance the trade of 


themſelves and their brother citizens; to defend 


their liberties, both in and out of parliame nt, againſt 
all attempts of encroachment or oppreſſion. "And 
ſo God direct them in the choice of a recorder, who 
may for many years ſupply that important office with 
 Tthill, diligence, courage, and fidelity. And let al! 
the people lay, Amen. 


To the HoxouraBLr 


| The humble Petition of the PFootmet 3 in and about 
the City of Dublin. 


Wen in the Year 1732. 


> 2 fiew eb, 


HAT your petitioners are a great and nu- 
merous ſociety, endowed with ſeveral privi- 
os time out of mind. 

That certain lewd, idle, and difonderly perſons, 


| for ſeveral months paſt, as it is notoriouſly known, 
have been daily ſeen in the publick walks of this city, 
bhabited ſometimes in green coats, and ſometimes | 
laced, with long oaken cudgels in their hands, and | 


without ſwords; in hopes to procure favour by that 
advantage with a great number of ladies who fre- 
quent thoſe walks ; pretending and givin g themſclves 


out to be the true genuine Iriſh footmen; whereas 
they can be proved to be no better than common | 
toupees, as a judicious eye may ſoon diſcover, b 


their aukward, clumſey, ungenteel gait and behavi- 
our; by their unſkilfulneſs in dreſs even with the 


advantage of our habits ; by their ill- favoured coun- 
tenances, with an air of impudence and dulneſs pe- 
culiar to the reſt of their brethren, who have not | 
yet arrived at that tranſcendent pitch of aflurance ; 


although it may be juſtly apprehended, that they will 


do 
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do ſo in time, if theſe coanterfeits ſhall happen to 
' ſucceed in their evil deſigns of paſſing for real foot- 
men, thereby to render themſelves more amiable to 
the ladies. 

our petitioners do farther FO that many of 


dhe ſaid counterfeits, upon a ſtrict examination, have 


been found in the act of ſtrutting, ſtaring, ſwearing, 
ſwaggering, in a manner that plainly thewed their 
beſt endeavours to imitate us. Wherein, although 
they did not ſucceed, yet by their ignorant and un- 
 eainly way of copying our graces, the utmoſt indig- - 
nity Was endeavoured to be caſt 1 our Whole pro- 
St feſſion. . 5 0 
Your petitioners do therefore make it their hum- 
ble requeſt, that this honourable houſe (to many of 
whom your petitioners are nearly allied) will pleaſe to 
take this grievance into your moſt ſerious conſidera- 
tion: humbly ſubmitting, whether it would not be 
| proper, that certain officers might, at the public 
charge, be employed to ſearch for, and diſcover all 
ſuch counterfeit footmen; to carry them before the 
next juſtice of peace, by whoſe warrant, upon the 
firſt conviction, they ſhould be ſtripped of their coats 
and oaken ornaments, and be ſet two hours in the 
ſtocks; upon the ſecond conviction, beſide ſtrip- 
ping, be ſet fix hours in the ſtocks with a paper 
pinned on their breaſts ſignifying their crime in large 
capital letters, and in the following words: © A. B. 
" commonly called A. B. eſq; a toupee, and a noto- 
e rious impoſtor, who preſumed to o perſonate a true > 


#6 Iriſh tootman.” 
And 


7 
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And for any other offence, the ſaid toupee ſhall 
be committed to Bridewell, whipped three times, 
forced to hard labour for a month, and not to be ſet 
at liberty till he ſhall have ay ſufficient n 
for his good behaviour. 
Your honours will pleaſe to obſerve, with what 

lenity we propoſe to treat theſe enormous offenders, 
Who have already brought ſuch a ſcandal on our ho- 
nourable calling, that ſeveral well-meaning people 
have miſtaken them to be of our fraternity, in di- 
minution to that credit and dignity whereby we 

have ſupported our ſtation, as we always did, in 

the worſt of times. And we farther beg leave to | 
remark, that this was manifeſtly done with a ſedi- 

tious deſign to render us leſs capable of ſerving the | 
publick in any great employments, as ſeveral of our | 

fraternity, as well as our anceſtors, have done. 
We do therefore humbly implore your honours to 
give neceſſary orders for our relief in this preſent exi- 
gency, and your petitioners (as in duty bound) ſhall 
ever N Sc. 


A PR O- 


* 


PROPOS AL 


FOR 


Giving Badges to the e in all the 


Pariſhes of Dublin. 


50. Dean of St. Patrick's. 


Written i in the year 1737+ 


'T has been a general complaint, that the poor- 


houſe (eſpecially ſince the new conſtitution by 


act of parliament) has been of no benefit to this 


city, for the caſe of which it was wholly intended. 


I had the honour to be a member of it many years 
before it was new-modelled by the legiſlature; not 
from any perſonal regard, but merely as one of the 
two deans, who are of courſe put into moſt com- 
miſſions that relate to the city; and J have likewiſe 
the honour to have been left out of ſeveral commiſ- 
| fions upon the ſcore of party, in which my prede- 
_ ceſſors time out of mind have always been mem- 


bers. 


The firſt commiſſion was made up Fr about fifty 
perſons, which were, the lord-mayor, aldermen, 


and ſheriffs, and ſome few other citizens; the judges, 


the two archbiſhops, the two deans of the city, and 


one or two more gentlemen, And ! muſt confeſs my 
opi- 


1 

5 

1 
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opinion, that the diſſolving of the old commiſſion, and 
eſtabliſhing a new one of near three times the number, 
have been the great cauſe of rendering ſo good a deſign 
not only uſeleſs, but a grievance inſtead of a benefit 
to the city. In the preſent commiſſion all the city 
clergy are included, beſide a great number of ſquires; 

not only thoſe who reſide in Dublin and the neigh- 
bourhood, but ſeveral who live at a great diſtance, 


and cannot poſſibly have the leaſt concern for the ad- 


vantage of the city. 
At the few general meetings, that I have attended 


ſince the new eſtabliſhment, I obſerved very little 


was done except one or two acts of extreme juſtice, 
which 1 then thought might as well have been 


ſpared; and I have found the court of afliſtants 1 
uſually taken up in little wrangles about coachmen, . 
br adjuſting accounts of meal and ſmall beer; which 


however neceſſary, might ſometimes have given 


place to matters of much greater moment; en 2 
ſome ſchemes recommended to the general board | 
for anſwering the chief ends in erecting and eſta- 
bliſhing ſuch a poor-houſe, and endowing it with 


ſo conſiderable a revenue: and the principal end [ 


: take to have been that of maintaining the poor and | 


orphans of the city, where the pariſhes are not able 


to do it; and clearing the ſtreets from all ſtrollers, 


foreigners, and ſturdy beggars, with which, to the 


_ univerſal complaint and admiration, Dublin is 
more infeſted fince the eſtabliſhment of the poor- 


| houſe, than it was ever known to be ſince its firſt 
erection. 


As 
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As the whole fund for ſupporting this hoſpital 
is raiſed only from the inhabitants of the city; ſo 
there can be hardly any thing more abſurd than to 
ſee it miſemployed in maintaining foreign beggars, 


and baſtards, or orphans of farmers, whoſe country 
landlords never contributed one ſhilling towards their 


ſupport. I would engage, that half this revenue, 


11 employed with common care, and no very great 
degree of common honeſty, would maintain all the 
real objects of charity in this city, except a ſmall 


number of original poor in every pariſh, who might, 
without being burdenſome to the e Kod 


a tolerable ſupport. 


I have for ſome years paſt applied myſelf to "DE : 
al lord-mayors, and the late archbiſhop of Dublin, 
for a remedy to this evil of foreign beggars; ; and 


they all appeared ready to receive a ver y plain pro- 


poſal, I mean that of badging the original poor of 
every pariſh who begged in the ſtreets ; that the 


ſaid beggars ſhould be confined to their own pa- 


riſhes ; that they ſhould wear their badges well ſown 
upon one of their ſhoulders, always viſible, on pain 


of being whipped and turned out of town; or what- 


ever legal puniſhment may be thought proper and 
effectual. But, by the wrong way of thinking in 


ſome clergymen, and the indifference of others, this 
method was perpetually defeated, to their own con- 
| tinual diſquiet, which they do not ill deſerve; and 

if the grievance affected only them, it would be of 

Teſs conſequence; becauſe the remedy is in their 


own power : but all ſtreet-walkers and hop · kcepers 
bear an equal ſhare in its hourly vexation. 


I never 
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1 never heard more than one objection againſt this 
expedient of badging the poor, and confining their 
walks to their ſeveral pariſhes. The objection was 


this: What ſhall we do with the foreign begpars ? 
muſt they be left to ſtarve? I anſwered, No; but 


they muſt be driven or whipped out of town; and | 
let the next country pariſh do as they pleaſe, or ra- 
ther, after the practice in England, ſend them from 
one pariſn to another, until they reach their own | 
homes. By the old laws of England til in force, 
every pariſh i is bound to maintain its own poor; and 
the matter is of no fuch conſequence i in this point | 
as ſome would make it, whether a country pariſh | 
be rich or poor. In the remoter and poorer pariſhes | 
of the kingdom, all neceſſaries for life proper for | 
poor people are comparatively cheaper ; I mean but- 
ter-milk, oat-meal, potatoes, and other vegetables; 2 


and every farmer or cottager, who is not himſelf a 


beggar, can ſometimes ſpare a ſup or a morſel, not 
worth the fourth part of a farthing, to an indigent 
neighbour of his own pariſh, who is diſabled from 
work. A beggar native of the pariſh is known to 
the ſquire, to the church miniſter, to the popiſh 
prieſt, or the conventical teacher, as well as to every 
farmer: he has generally ſome relations able to live, 
and contribute ſomething to his maintenance. None 


of which advantages can be reaſonably expected on 


a removal to places where he i is altogether unknown. 
If he be not quite maimed, he and his trull, and 


| litter of brats (if he has any) may get half their 
ſupport by doing ſome kind of work in their pow- 


cr, 
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er, and thereby be leſs burdenſome to the people. 
In ſhort, all neceſſaries of life grow in the coun- 
try, and not in cities, and are cheaper where they 
grow; nor is it equitable that beggars ſhould put 
us to the charge of giving. them victuals, and the = 
carriage too. 
But, when the ſpirit of wandering takes bim, 
attended by his females and their equipage of chil- 
dien, he becomes a nuiſance to the whole country; 
he and his female are thieves, and teach the trade 
of ſtealing to their brood at four years old; and if 
hies infirmities be counterfeit, it is dangerous for a 
ſingle perſon unarmed to meet him on the road. 
He wanders from one country to another, but ſtill 
with a view to this town, where he arrives at laſt, 
and enjoys all the privileges of a Dublin beggar. 
I do not wonder, that the country ſquires ſhould 
7 be very willing to ſend up their colonies ; but why 
| the city ſh. uld be content to receive them, 1s be- 
yond my imagination. 
If the city were obliged by their charter to main- 
tain a thouſand e they could do it cheaper 
by eighty per cent. a hundred miles off, than 1 in this 
| town, or in any of its ſuburbs. 
There is no village in Connaught, that in pro- 
portion ſhares io deeply in the daily increafing mi- 
ferries of Ireland, as its capital city; to which mi- 
ſeries. there hardly remained any addition, except 
the perpetual ſwarms of foreign beggars, who might 
| be baniſhed in a month, without expence, and with 
"my little trouble. | 
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As I am perſonally acquainted with a great num- 


ber of ſtreet-beggars, I find ſome weak attempts 


have been made in one or two pariſhes to pro- 
mote the wearing of badges; and my firſt queſ- 


tion to thoſe who aſk. an alms is, Where is 


« your badge?” I have, in ſeveral years, met with 
about a dozen who were ready to produce them, 
ſome out of their pockets, others from under their 


Rs - and two or three on their ſhoulders, only | 
covered with a ſort of capes, which they could | 

lift up or let down upon occaſion. They are too 
lezy to work; they are not afraid to ſteal, nor | 
| aſhamed to beg; and yet are too proud to be 
ſeen with a badge, as many of them have con- 

feſſed to me, and not a few in very injurious 4 


terms, particularly the females. They all look up- 


on ſuch an obligation as a high indignity done to 
| their office. I appeal to all indifferent people, 
whether ſuch wretches deſerve to be relieved. As | 
to myſelf, I muſt confeſs, this abſurd infolence has 
ſo affected me, that for ſeveral years paſt I have not 


diſpoſed of one ſingle farthing to a ſtreet-beggar, 


nor intend to do fo until I ſee a better regulation; 

and I have endeavoured to perſuade all my bro- | 
| ther-walkers to follow my example, which moſt | 

of them aſſure me they do. For, if beggary be 


not able to beat out pride, it cannot deſerve cha- 


rity. However, as to perſons in coaches and | 
chairs, they bear but little of the perſecution We 
ſuffer, and are willing to leave it entirely upon 


us. 


I. 
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To fay the truth, there is not a more undeſerv- 
ing vicious race of human-kind, than the bulk 
of thoſe who are reduced to beggary, even in this 
beggarly country. For, as a great part of our 
public miſeries 18 originally owing to our own 
faults (but what thoſe faults are, I am grown by 
experience too wary to mention) ſo I am confi- 
dent, that among the meaner people, nineteen in 
twenty of thoſe who are reduced to a ſtarving con- 
dition, did not become ſo by what the lawyers call 
the work of God, either upon their bodies or 
goods; but merely from their own idleneſs, at- 
tended with all manner of vices, particularly 
drunkenneſs, chievery, and cheating. 
Whoever enquires, as I have frequently done, 
from thoſe who have aſked me an alms, what was 
their former courſe of life, will find them to have 
been ſervants in good families, broken tradeſmen, 
labourers, cottagers, and what they call decayed 
houſekeepers; but (to uſe their own cant) reduced 
by loſes and croſſes, by which nothing « can be un- 
derſtood but idleneſs and vice. 
As this is the only Chriſtian country where 
people, contrary to the old maxim, are the poverty, 
and not the riches of the nation; ſo the bleſſing of 
increaſe and multiply is by us converted into a 
_ curſe: and, as marriage has been ever counte- 
nanced in all free countries, ſo we ſhould be leſs 
miſerable if it were diſcouraged in ours, as far as 
can be conſiſtent with Chriſtianity. It is ſeldom 
known in England, that the labourer, the lower 
mechanick, the ſervant, or the cottager, thinks of 


0 g. 
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_ marrying, until he has ſaved up a ſtock of moneß 
ſufficient to carry on his buſineſs; nor takes 2 

wife without a ſuitable portion: and as ſeldom 
fails of making a yearly addition to that ſtock, 


with a view of providing for his children. But 


in this kingdom the caſe is directly contraty ; | 
where many thouſand couples are yearly married, 
whoſe whole united fortunes, bating the rags on 


their backs, would not be ſufficient to purchaſe a 4 
Paint of butter-milk for their wedding-ſupper, nor 


have any proſpect of ſupporting their honour-. 1 
able ſtate, but by ſervice, or labour, or thievery. 
Nay, their happineſs is often deferred until they 


find credit to borrow, or cunning to ſteal a 


ſhilling to pay their popiſh prieſts, or infamous 


couple-beggar. Surely no miraculous portion of 
wiſdom would be required to find ſome kind of 
remedy againſt this deſtructive evil, or at leaſt 
not to draw the conſequences of it upon our de- 
caying city, the greateſt part whereof muſt of 
courſe in a few years become deſolate or in ruins. 
In all other nations, that are not abſolutely bar- 
barous, parents think themſelves bound by the 
law of nature and reaſon, to make ſome pro- 
_ viſion for their children; but the reaſon offered 
by the inhabitants of Iceland. for marrying, is, 
that they may have children to maintain them 
When they grow old, and unable to work. 
I am informed, that we have been for ſome time 
paſt extremely obliged to England for one very 
| beneficial branch of commerce; for, it ſeems, 
they are grown {o gracious as to tranſmit us 
con- 
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continually colonies of beggars, in return for a mil- 
lion of money they receive yearly from hence. That 
I may give no offence, I profeſs to mean real Eng- 
liſh beggars in the literal meaning of the word, as 
it is uſually underſtood by Proteſtants. It feems 
the Juſtices of the Peace and Pariſh-Officers in the 
weſtern coaſts of England, have a good while fol- 
lowed the trade of exporting hither their ſupernu- 
merary beggars, in order to advance the Engliſh 
Proteſtant intereſt among us ; and theſe they are ſo 
kind as to ſend over gratis, and duty-free. I have 
had the honour more than once to attend large 
cargoes of them from Cheſter to Dublin: and I was 
then ſo ignorant as to give my opinion, that our 
city ſhould receive them into Bridewell, and after a 
month's reſidence, having been well whipt twice a 
day, fed with bran and water, and put to hard la- 
bour, they ſhould be returned honeſtly back with 
thanks, as cheap as they came: or, if that were 
not approved of, I propoſed, that whereas one 
Engliſhman is allowed to be of equal intrinſic va- 
lue with twelve born in Ireland, we ſhould, in juſ- 
tice, return them a dozen for one, to diſpoſe of as 
they pleaſed. 
As to the native poor of this eity, there would 
be little or no damage 10 confining them to their 
ſeveral pariſhes. For inftance : a beggar of the 
pariſh of St. Warburgh's, or any other pariſh here, 
if he be an object of compaſſion, has an equal 
| Chance to receive his proportion of alms from every 
Charitable hand: becauſe the inhabitants, one or 


Other, walk through every ſtreet in town, and give 
n 6 4 5 r 
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their alms, without conſidering the place, where- 
ever they think it may be well diſpoſed of : and theſe 


helps, added to what they get in eatables by going 


from houſe to houſe among the gentry and citizens, 


will, without being very burdenſome, be ſufficient 1 


to keep them alive. 


It is true, the poor of the ſuburb pariſhes will 


not have altogether the ſame advantage, becauſe 
they are not equally in the road of buſineſs and paſ- 


ſengers: but here it is to be conſidered, that the 
beggars there have not ſo good a title to public cha- 
rity, becauſe moſt of them are ſtrollers from the | 
country, and compoſe a principal ah of that great * 


nuiſance which we ought to remove. 


I ſhould be apt to think, that few things can be 


more irkfome to a city miniſter, than a number of 


5 beggars which do not belong to his diſtrict; whom he | 
has no obligation to take care of, who are no part of | 
, his flock, and who take the bread out of the mouths | 
| of thoſe to whom it properly belongs. When I men- 
tion this abuſe to any miniſter of a city-pariſh, he | 


uſually lays the fault upon the Beadles, who, he 


ſays, are bribed by the foreign beggars ; and, as | 
thoſe Beadles often keep ale-houſes, they find their 
account in ſuch cuſtomers. This evil might ealily } 
be remedied, if the pariſhes would make ſome ſmall | 
addition to the ſalaries of a Beadle, and be more 


Careful in the choice of thoſe Officers. But I con- 
- ceive there is one effectual method i in the power of 


every miniſter to put in practice; I mean, by making 
it the intereſt of all his own original poor to drive 
| out intruders ; lor, if the pariſh beggars were ablo- 


lutely 
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lutely forbidden by the miniſter and church-officers | 
to ſuffer ſtrollers to come into the pariſh, upon pain 
of themſelves not being permitted to beg alms at the 
church- doors, or at the houſes and hops of the in- 
habitants, they would prevent interlope rs more effec- 
_ tually than twenty Beadles. 
And here I cannot but take notice of the oreat 
indiſcretion of our city ſhop-keepers, who ſuffer their 
doors to be daily beſieged by crowds of beggars (as 
the gates of a Lord are by duns) to the great diſguſt 
and vexation of many cuſtomers, whom TI have fre- 
quently obſerved to go to other ſhops, rather than 
ſuffer ſuch a perſecution ; which might eaſily be 
avoided, if no o foreign beggars were allowe ed to inkeſt 
A 

| Wherefore if is aſſert, that the e 
are the greateſt complainers of this grievance, lament- 
ing that for every cuſtomer they are worried by fifty 
beggars, do very well deſerve what they ſuffer, when | 
an apprentice with a horſe-whip is able to laſh ey ory 
beggar from the ſhop, who is not of the parith, and 
does not wear the badge of that pariſh on hs 
ſhoulder, well faſtened, and fairly viſible; and if 
this practice were univerſal in every houſe to all the 
ſturdy vagrants, we ſhould in a few weeks clear the 
town of all mendicants, except thoſe who have a_ 
proper title to our charity : as for the ied and in- 
0 it would be ſyticient to give them n HOP, 


1 was the city t 18 firlt endowed 115 bofsitel ; 
and thoſe who afterwards contributed, as they were 
ſuch WhO generally e here, # fo 0 intended 

8g What 
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what they gave to be for the uſe of the city's poor. 


The revenues, which have ſince been raiſed by Par- 


lament, are wholly paid by the city, without the 


leaſt charge upon any other part of the kingdom; 


and therefore nothing could more defeat the origi- 


nal deſign, than to miſapply thoſe revenues on ſtrol- 


ling beggars. or baſtards from the country, which 


bears no ſhare in the charges. we are at. 


If fome of the out-pariſhes be over-burdened | 
with poor, the reaſon muſt be, that the greateſt | 
part of thoſe poor are ſtrollers from the country, | 
who neſtle themſelves where they can find the cheap- | 
eſt lodgings, and from thence infeſt every part of | 
the town ; out of which they ought to be whipp'd | 
as a moſt inſufferable nuiſance, being nothing elſe | 
but a profligate clan of thieves, drunkards, hea- |} 
thens, and whoremongers, fitter to be rooted out | 
of the face of the earth, than ſuffered to levy a vaſt iM 
annual tax upon the city ; which ſhares too deep | 


In the public miſeries, brought on us by the op- 
preſſions we lie under from our neighbours, our 


brethren, our countrymen, our ä 


and fellow- ſubjects. 
Some time ago I was appointed one of a Com- 


mittee to enquire into the ſtate of the work-houſe; | 

where we found that a charity was beſtowed by a 
great perſon for a certain time, which in its conſe- | 
quences operated very much to the detriment of the | 
houſe; for, when the time was elapſed, all thoſe | 
who were ſupported by that charity, continued on 


the ſame foot with the reſt on the foundation ; and 
being generally a york of profligate, vagabond 


wretches 
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wretches from ſeveral parts of the kingdom, cor- 
rupted all the reſt; ſo partial, or treacherous, or 
intereſted, or ignorant, or miſtaken, are generally 
all recommenders, not only to employments, but 
even to charity itſelf. 
I know it is complained of, that the difficulty of 

driving foreign beggars out of the city is charged 
upon the bellowers (as they are called) who find 
their accounts beſt in ſuffering thoſe vagrants to fol- 
| low their trade through every part of the town. 
But this abuſe might eaſily be remedied, and very 
much to the advantage of the whole city, if better 
ſalaries were given to thoſe who execute that office 
in the ſeveral pariſhes, and would make it their in- 
tereſts to clear the town of thoſe caterpillars, rather 
than hazard the loſs of an employment that would 
give them an honeſt livelihood. But, if that ſnould 
fail, yet a general reſolution of never giving charity 


to a ſtreet-beggar out of his own pariſh, or without 


a vitible badge, would infallibly force all vagrants 
to depart. 


There is generally a: vagabond rorit in a, : 
which ought to be diſcouraged and ſeverely puniſh- 
ed. It is owing to the fame cauſes that drove them 
into poverty; I mean, idleneſs, drunkenneſs, and 
raſh marriages, without the leaſt proſpect of ſup- 
porting a family by honeſt endeavours, which never 
came into their thoughts. It is obſerved, that hardly 
one beggar in twenty looks upon himſelf to be re- 
lieved by receiving bread, or other food; and they 
have in this town been frequently ſeen to pour out 
of their pitchers good broth, that has been given 
496m, > 
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them, into the kennel; neither do they much re. 
gard clothes, unleſs to fell them; for their rags 


are part of their tools with which they work : they 
want only ale, brandy, and other ſtrong liquors, 


which cannot be had without money : and mo- 
ney, as they conceive, always abounds 1 in the me- 
tropolis. 


I had ſome 1 thoughts to is i upon this ſub. 


ject. But as I am a deſponder in my nature, and 

have tolerably well diſcovered the diſpoſition of our 

people, who never will move a ſtep towards eaſing 

_ themſelves from any one ſingle grievance; it will 

be thought, that I have already ſaid too much, and 
io little or no purpoſe, which has often been the | 

e fate or fortune of che Writer. 
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